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TO  MRS.  TUNSTAL. 

Madam, 

Having  brought  the  translation  of  the  Life  of 

St.  Francis  of  Sales  to  the  eve  of  publication  ^  I  feel  no  dif" 
ficulty  in  the  choice  of  the  person^  to  whom  the  performance 
should  vcith  propriety  be  addressed.  The  marked  veneration ^ 
which  you  have  ever  discovered  for  this  great  man^  the  devO" 
tion  which  you  have  constantly  shewn  to  so  eminent  a  Saints 
and  the  kindness ,  protection  and  munificence ^  with  which  you 
have  invariably  honoured  his  Spiritual  Daughters  of  the 
Visit  ationf  our  excellent  friends  of  Sales  House,  strongly  en* 
force  your  claim  to  this  slender  tribute.  Be  pleased.  Madam ^ 
to  accept  it  with  the  same  spirit,  with  which  it  is  offered; 
and  to  give  me  credit  for  the  sincerity  of  my  wishes,  that 
Providence  may  prolotig  your  life  to  a  very  late  period, 
and  gild  the  evening  of  yofkr^days  with  that  calm  sunshine 
of  peace  and  joy,  ihhich  fnust^^er  arise  in  a  well  disposed 

mind,  on  the  pleasing  r.eSHfoipect  pf  a  life,  spent  in  devO" 

•  V       /^ 
tion  and  good  works. 

J  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  the  highest  consideration. 
Madam, 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  HENRY  COOMB ES. 

St.  Michael's  Chapel,  Shepton-Mallkt, 
May  16,  1812. 


PREFACE  OF  THE  TRANSLATOR. 

X  HE  Life  of  St.  Francis  of  Sales,  here  presented 
to  the  British  pubh'c  in  a  new  dress,  is  not  dis- 
tinguished by  those  striking  events,  -which  influ- 
ence the  fate  of  empires,  which  awaken  the  curi- 
osity of  mankind,  rouse  their  passions,  call  forth 
their  powers,  and  give  celebrity  to  the  different 
actors  in  the  scenes,  that  are  exposed  to  view. 
The  task  of  recording  such  events,  seldom  devolves 
on  the  biographer.  His  business  is  of  a  calmer 
nature;  and  when  he  relates  the  achievements  of 
the  wise  and  the  good,  his  labours  are  unqucstion- 
-ably  more  instructive  and  more  interesting  to  the 
Christian  reader.   ' 

Of  this  description  is  the  performance  before 
us ;  in  which  we  behold  the  youth  of  noble  birth, 
of  Christian  dispositions,  of  exalted  genius,,  of 
amiable  manners,  of  unaflected  piety,  employing  his 
powers  in  the  service  of  religion,  and  relinquish- 
ing every  prospect,  however  inviting,  which  the 
world  held  up  to  his  view.  We  are  gradually  led 
to  admire  the  fervent,  the  able,  and  the  indefati- 


(vi) 

gable  priest^    whose  zeal  nothing  escapes ;    the 
reverend  and  sanctified  prelate,  whose  constancy 
nothing  subdues;  whose  charity  for  his  flock  is 
without  limit;   the  laborious  apostle,    who,    for 
the  salvation  of  souls,  knows  no  difficulty,  declines 
no  danger;    who  by  his  unwearied  constancy, 
aided  by  the  powerful  impression  of  Divine  grace, 
reconciles  to  the   Church  seventy-two  thousand 
souls,  that  had  been  immersed  in  the  darkness  of 
error.     As  if  Providence  had  designed  to  form  a 
perfect  character,  which  should  command  venera- 
tion and  attract  confidence,  he  was  possessed  of 
every  advantage,  which  could  promote  that  pur- 
pose.    Splendor  of  descent,,  excellence  of  disposi- 
tion, unrivalled  talents,  assiduous  application,  a 
singular  proficiency  in   every  branch  of  useful 
learning,  a  most  tender  piety,  an  ardent  zeal  for 
promoting  the  interests  of  religion,  external  graces 
of  person,  a  polite  and  fascinating  address,  aided 
by  (,'very  ornamental  accomplishment,  contributed 
to  exhibit  one  of  the  most  finished  characters,  to 
be  found  .in  the  whole  compass  of  Ecclesiastical 
history.     He  was  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word,  a 
great  man;   a  commendation,  which  is  but  too 


frequently  bestowed  on  very  erroneous  principles. 
An  attentive  perusal  of  his  life^  it  is  not  doubted^ 
will  be  found  fully  to  justify  every  term  of  praise, 
which  is  here  employed.  The  British  reader^  who 
can  seldom  have  an  opportunity  of  forming  a  just 
idea  of  a  good  Bishop^  will  be  here  furnished  with 
a  finished  model. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  his  judicious  and  ele- 
gant biographer,  has  done  ample  justice  to  his  il- 
lustrious subject.  Truths  the  foundation  of  all 
history,  he  has  fully  consulted,  by  relating  no 
fact,  which  is  not  well  attested  by  the  ancient  and 
approved  historians  of  the  Life  of  St.  Francis  of 
Sales.  The  great  mass  of  materials  with  which 
he  was  furnished  from  that  source,  be  has  arranged 
with  considerable  judgment;  his  narration  is  pleas- 
ing, his  reflections  are  solid,  and  his  style  beautiful 
and  elegant.  Whatever  imputation  may  be  cast 
on  this  excellent  writer,  in  consequence  of  the 
angry  criticism  of  Dom  Gervaise,  on  his  life  of  the 
celebrated  Abbot  Ranee,  the  reformer  of  the  order 
of  La  Trappe,  his  present  performance  is  ac- 
knowledged to  be  unexceptionable.     His  country- 
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men,  the  best  judges  of  his  merits  have  done  him 
justice  in  this  instance;  and  the  approbation  of 
the  learned  faculty  of  Sorbonne,  is  for  the  benefit 
of  the  British  reader,  inserted  in  the  margin.* 

This  great  M'ork,  which  the  Abbe  Salvini  has 
honoured  with  a  translation  into  the  Italian  lan~ 
guage,  will  surely  not  be  thought  unworthy  of 
being  presented  to  the  English  reader,  in  a  new 
dress.  The  dignity  of  the  subject  and  the  excel- 
lence of  the  composition,  give  it  an  unquestionable 

APPROBATION  OF  THE  FIRST  EDITION. 

*  I  have  read  by  the  order  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  a 
book  entitled,  •*  The  Life  of  St.  Francis  of  Sales,  Bishop 
and  Prince  of  Geneva,  Founder  of  the  order  of  the  Visi- 
tation," written  by  the  Abb^  de  MarsoUier,  Prebendary  of 
the  Cathedral  of  Udes ;  in  which  I  have  found  nothing, 
that  is  not  agreeable  to  faith  and  morality.  This  illus- 
trious author,  who,  by  his  manner  of  writing,  proves  him- 
self to  be  in  all  respects  a  most  exact  historian,  while  he 
exhibits  in  this  performance,  a  finished  picture  of  St. 
Francis  of  Sales,  delineates  at  the  same  time  the  duties  of 
the  different  states,  which  compose  the  Church.  He  ac- 
companies the  incidents  of  the  life  of  this  great  Bishop 
with  such  proper  and  such  Christian  reflections,  that  on 
all  occasions;  he  inspires  his  reader,  without  interrupting 
his  attention,  with  a  sincere  and  tender  attachment  to  true 
piety.  The  great  variety  of  extraordinary  actions,  and 
remarkable  circumstances,   which  he  has  collected  with 
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claim  to  such  a  distinction.  It  will  scarcely  be 
objected^  that  the  task  of  translating  is  below  the 
attention  of  a  literary  man,  and  that  the  leisure 
of  such  a  character  should  be  devoted  solely  to 
original  composition.  That  the  literature  of  a 
country  is  not  always  improved  by  translation^  and 
that  many  who  are  unable  to  write^  embark  in  this 
pursuit^  are  facts^  which  it  is  vain  to  deny.  But  the 
learned  reader  is  not  to  be  informed,  that  there  are 
splendid  exceptions  to  these  general  observations ; 

that  the  Romans  in  the  golden  age  of  their  litera- 

I  —      ■  ■  •    ■  ■ 

very  considerable  care,  so  well  authenticated,  and  arranged 
in  such  a  plain  and  natural  manner,  renders  this  work, 
even  after  the  publication  of  various  lives  of  St.  Francis 
of  Sales,  as  valuable  and  pleasing,  as  if  the  subject  were 
altogether  new.     Given  at  Sorbonne,  Nov.  21,  I699. 

(Signed)  F.  SALMON, 

Royal  Professor. 


APPROBATION  OF  THE  EOmON  OF  1773. 
I  have  read  by  the  order  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the 
Xiife  of  St.  Francis  of  Sales,  by  M.  de  Marsollier.  It  is 
impossible  to  multiply  too  much  the  editions  of  a  work, 
which  is  rendered  so  interesting  by  the  dignity  of  the 
subject,  and  the  elegant  manner,  in  which  it  is  written. 
Given  at  Sorbonne,  July  18,  1773. 

(Signed)  DU  VOISIN, 

Royal  Professor  * 


(^  ) 

ture^  enriched  their  language  with  the  treasures 
of  Greece;  that  the  nations  of  modern  Europe^ 
have  been  eager  to  adopt  the  same  plan^  and  that 
some  of  the  finest  productions  in  the  annals  of 
learnings  are  translations  of  some  great  original. 
That  employment  then  will  assuredly  not  be  re- 
garded as  ignoble^  which  occupied  the  leisure  of 
Terence^  of  Cicero  and  of  Gennanicus;  which 
has  transfused  the  beauties  of  Homer  into  the 
English  language;  which  has  rendered  familiar 
to  the  common  reader  some  of  the  most  beautiful 
compositions  of  the  ancients;  which  has  warmed 
the  bosoms  of  Britons  with  the  energy  and  fire  of 
Demosthenes. 

Whatever  may  be  the  general  opinion  of  such 
a  mode  of  employing  the  leisure^  which  is  found  in 
the  intervals  of  professional  pursuits^  the  present 
translator  freely  declares^  that  when  St.  Francis 
of  Sales  is  the  subject^  and  Marsollier  the  bi- 
ographer^ he  feels  his  task  honourable  and  in- 
viting. But  the  pious  reader  will  not  be  dis- 
pleased at  the  attempt;  and  for  his  benefit  only 
is  it  intended^  without  any  regard  to  the  small 
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pittance  of  reputation,  which  it  may  bring.  Per- 
haps persons  of  this  description  will  recollect  with 
some  feelings  the  labours  of  a  man  who  has  taken 
no  ordinary  pains  to  promote  their  edification; 
and  when  he  is  no  more^  they  will,  in  their  ad- 
dresses to  the  throne  of  mercy,  undoubtedly  not 
forget  the  useful  toil  of  one  who  has  laboured 
solely  for  their  spiritual  welfare.  This  is  a  reflec- 
tion, which  conveys  no  inconsiderable  share  of 
comfort;  this  is  an  advantage,  which  will  be 
valued. 

Above  all  Greek,  above  all  Roman  fame. 
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THE  BLESSED  VIRGIN  MARY. 


BOOK  THE  FIRST. 

^  I  ^HE  Holy  Bishop^  whose  life,  by  the  help 
"^  of  God,  I  purpose  to  write,  came  into  the 
world,  at  a  period  when  the  Church  stood  in  pe- 
culiar need  of  the  assistance,  which  he  was  ena- 
bled to  afford.  She  was  assailed  without  with  an 
OTerwhelming  mixture  of  heresies;  and  defiled 
within  with  a  corruption  of  manners,  which  had 
infected  all  ranks  of  men.  Ignorance,  licentious- 
ness, and  a  total  absence  of  all  restraint  had 
extended  their  influence  even  to  the  sanctuary^ 
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and  had  produced  the  natural  consequences  of 
these  evils,  which  are  described  by  those,  who 
witnessed  them,  in  the  most  glowing  colours. 

The  situation  of  France,*  and  of  the  neighbour- 
ing states,  was,  at  that  period,  peculiarly  deplorable. 
Nothing  was  to  be  observed,  but  intestine  commo- 
tions, divisions,  conflagrations,  murders,  sacrile- 
ges; nothing  was  seen,  but  the  fatal  eflects  of 
heresy,  aided  by  impiety, .  and  inflamed  with  fiiry  > 
which  exceeded  the  horrors  of  civil  war.  In 
every  part,  the  unhallowed .  fire  was  lighted  up ; 
the  ornaments  of  the  churches,  the  wTitings 
of  the  holy  Fathers,  for  which  the  most  ancient 
libraries  were  ransacked,  crosses,  vases  consecrated 
to  God,  the  images  of  the  Saints,  even  their  relics 
and  sacred  bones,  were  consumed  in  the  flames, 
and  the  ashes  indecently  thrown  into  rivers.  Priests 
dragged  forcibly  from  the  altar,  imprisoned,  mas- 
sacred; altars  demohshed,  and  buried  under  the 
ruins  of  the  temples;  holy  places  profaned,  and 
the  ancient  worship  abolished;  all  these  scenes 
contributed  to  form  a  melancholy  spectacle  of 
horror  and  desolation,  and  to  excite  a  doubt 
whether  countries,  so  peculiarly  favoured  by  Hea- 
ven, in  ancient  times,  were  now  inhabited  by 

■"^ ■  -  I  ~|--  -irii  *i  I  -  ^ ■  —  - 

*  Acta  Concil.  Trick  Lovan.  1567. 
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Christians^  or  had  suikdenly  fallen  under  the  >do^ 
minion  of  infidels. 

The  Council  of  Trent,*  which  had  just  termi- 
nated its  sessions,  had  endeavoured,  almost  with- 
out eftect,  to  arrest  the  progress  of  these  disorders. 
The  remedies  prescribed  by  that  venerable  assem- 
bly, had  served  in  many  instances,  but  to  exaspe- 
rate the  evil ;  the  conflagration  acquired  additional 
strength,  even  in  consequence  of  the  eflbrts,  which 
were  made  to  extinguish  it.  The  contempt  with 
which  the  Council  was  treated  by  some,  the  small 
share  of  estimation,  in  which  it  was  held  by  others, 
and  the  weak  and  unsteady  attempts,  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  its  decrees,  made  by  persons,  whose  sta- 
tions called  for  promptitude  and  vigour,  appeared 
likely  to  give  duration  to  the  general  disorders. 

But  divine  Providence,  which  has  fixed  boun- 
daries to  the  raging  ocean,  which  sometimes  per- 
mits impiety  to  bear  the  sway,  in  order  to  confound 
it  with  more  effect,  at  length  put  a  period  to  the 
evil.  Religion  gradually  resumed  its  ancient  lus- 
tre>;  the  faith  began  to  recover  its  influence.  Re- 
turning piety  brought  back  in  its  train,  innocence 
and  purity  of  manners ;  and  it  reflects  no  small 
degree  of  credit  on  St.  Francis  of  Sales,  that  he 

♦  1563, 
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was  made  by  Providence  a  leading  instirument  in 
producing  so  wonderful  a  change. 

To  effect  this  exalted  pui'pose^  and  that  he 
might  be  destitute  of  no  advantage,  which  could 
contribute  to  the  execution  of  this  design,  he  was 
ennobled  by  illustrious  birth,  and  endowed  with 
those  qualities  of  mind  and  body,  which  tended  to 
enhance  its  lustre.  In  the  family  to  which  he  be- 
longed, piety  appeared  to  be  a  species  of  inheri- 
tance. Providence  blessed  him  with  parents,  dis- 
tinguished by  a  real  spirit  of  Christian  virtue ;  who 
laboured  incessantly  to  preserve  the  baptismal  in- 
nocence of  their  child.  That  the  contagion  of  the 
world,  might  not  taint  his  innocent  soul,  he  was 
inspired  with  an  early  disgust  for  its  vanities.  No 
sooner  had  he  known  it,  than  it  became  to  him  an 
object  of  contempt;  and  to  disengage  himself  from 
it  for  ever,  he  formed  a  resolution,  on  the  earliest 
occasion,  of  embracing  the  ecclesiastical  state, 
though  he  was  the  eldest  son  of  his  illustrious  fa- 
mily. It  was  apparent,  that  he  did  not  follow  this 
profession,  with  a  view  to  lead  an  easy  and  inactive 
life.  He  had  no  sooner  devoted  his  powers  to  the 
Church,  than  he  began  to  live  no  longer  for  him- 
self He  was  long  employed  in  the  most  laborious 
functions  of  the  sacred  ministry ;  and  had  his  own 
judgment  been  followed,  he  would  have  finished 
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his  days  iikihe  same  painful  career^  without  aspir- 
ing to  the  dignities^  which  were  to  reward  his 
apostolical  labours.  God  was  satisfied  with  the 
sacrifice  of  his  hearty  and  in  opposition  to  the  de- 
sires of  his  servant^  raised  him  to  the  government 
of  the  church  of  Geneva.  This  was  not  eventually 
to  prove  beneficial  to  one  diocese  only.  France, 
Italy,  Savoy,  were  to  be  the  witnesses  and  objects 
of  his  zeal.  In  that  station,  he  discovered  those 
singular  qualifications,  that  discreet  and  steady 
conduct,  which,  on  all  occasions,  attracted  the 
reverence  of  the  episcopal  order,  the  esteem  of  the 
sacred  college,  the  love  and  respect  of  the  difierent 
Potentates  and  Sovereign  Pontifis;  and  what  is 
more  remarkable,  he  ever  commanded  the  esteem 
and  honour  of  the  Calvinists  themselves,  of  whom 
be  proved  to  be  the  scourge. 

*  Francis  of  Sales  was  bom  on  the  Twenty-first 
of  August,  in  the  year  One  thousand,  five  hundred 
and  sixty-seven,  at  the  castle  of  Sales.  His  fiimily 
was  one  of  the  most  noble  and  ancient  of  Savoy. 
At  the  time  of  his  birth,  the  holy  Pope,  Pius  V. 
governed  the  Church ;  Charles  IX.  i^was  King  of 
France,  and  Savoy  was  ruled  by  the  Duke  Em- 
manuel Philibert,  father  of  Charles  Emmanuel,  so 

■  ■■■....  -  .  ■  ■  ■ 

*  Charles  Aug,  of  Sales*    Life  of  St.  Fran.  Book  I. 
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well  known  for  his  contests  with  France.  His 
fsAhet  was  Francis,  Count  of  Sales,  and  his  mo- 
ther Frances  of  Sionas ;  both  distinguished  by  the 
lustre  of  their  birth,  but  rendered  more  eminent 
by  their  exemplary  virtue  and  piety.  Francis, 
Count  of  Sales,  was  a  nobleman  whose  character 
was  strongly  marked  with  a  share  of  probity, 
which  belonged  to  ancient  times ;  with  the  most 
scrupulous  sincerity ;  with  a  rigorous  attachment 
to  the  duties  of  religion,  almost  without  example, 
and  with  a  degree  of  rectitude  and  honour,  which 
placed  him  above  the  temptations  of  a  corrupted 
age.  His  zeal  for  the  Catholic  religion  attracted 
peculiar  notice;  as  Calvinism,  which  was  then  in 
its  infancy,  and  prevailed  principally  at  Geneva, 
was  considered  a  commodious  sect,  and  a  re- 
Kgion,  connected  with  wit  and  fashion,  f  Fran- 
ces of  Sionas,  to  the  good  qualities  of  her  husband, 
added  a  most  tender  and  affectionate  piety,  spotless 
chastity,  singular  modesty^  and  an  uncommon  love 
for  retirement. 

But  among  the  virtues,  which  rendered  them 
hoib  dear  to  (fod  and  to  man,  there  was  one,  that 
appeared  with  distinguidied  lustre,  and  strongly 
contritHited  to  attract  ffae  blessings,  with  which  the 

■^>  ■■     I     ...  ,.  ,1  ,    ■-. 

t  BepositioQ  of  the  Mother  de  ChantaU 
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Almighty  favoured  their  family;  an  uncommon 
predilection  for  charity  to  the  poor.  With  a  holy 
emulation  they  studiously  reduced  to  practice  that 
advice  of  the  scripture,  so  indispensably  necessary 
to  persons  engaged  in  the  world  and  in  marriage: 
Turn  not  aviay  thy  face  from  any  poor  person : 
for  so  it  shall  come  to  pass  that  the  face  of  the 
Lord  shall  not  be  turned  from  thee.  According 
to  thy  ability  be  merciful.  If  thou  have  much, 
give  abundantly :  if  thou  have  littlCy  take  cart 
even  so  to  bestow  willingly  a  little,  Tob.  c.  4,  v. 
7,  8,  9. 

Though  their  charities  were  diffused  very  gene- 
rally among  the  poor  and  the  indigent,  yet  they 
were  principally  directed  to  the  relief  of  those 
persons  who  were  expelled  from  their  estates  by 
the  Calvinists.  They  considered  themselves  obliged 
in  a  peculiar  manner,  to  assist  those  who  chose  to 
make  a  generous  sacrifice  of  their  all,  rather  than 
depart  from  that  fidelity,  which  they  owed  to  God 
and  to  the  Church.  To  persong  of  this  description^ 
they  were  not  content  to  allow  what  was  necessary 
for  the  support  of  nature  i  their  ^nder  feelings 
prompted  them  €ven  to  administer  the  comforts  at 
life.  The  vicinity  of 'Geneva  and  Switzerland} 
where  Calvinism  cjiiefly  prevailed,  .fu£nish^  them 
with  such  frequei^  oppgrtun^ioB  of  extending  this 
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species  of  relief^  that  piety  less  strongly  rooted, 
would  have  yielded  to  an  impression  of  disgust. 
Their  virtue  was  put  to  the  test ;  and  God  reward^ 
ed  their  tender  regard  for  distress^  by  bestowing 
on  them  a  son,  who  may  safely  be  pronounced 
to  have  been  the  fruit  of  their  charity. 

*The  Countess  of  Sales,  was  not  far  advanced 
in  a  state  of  pregnancy,  when  the  Duchess  of  Ne- 
mours, whose  first  husband  was  the  Duke  of 
Guise,  arrived  at  Annecy,  attended  by  the  Cardi- 
nals of  Lorraine  and  Guise,  and  a  splendid  retinue 
of  nobility  of  both  sexes  from  the  Court  of  France. 
This  Princess  was  in  every  place  treated  with  the 
most  honourable  distinction,  not  only  in  conside- 
ration of  her  immediate  (^cent  from  Hercules, 
Duke  of  Ferrara,  and  from  Renee  of  France,  but 
also  on  account  of  her  second  marriage  with 
James  of  Savoy,  Duke  of  Nemours  and  Genevois, 
of  which  Annecy  is  the  capital.  The  rank,  which 
the  Countess  held  in  the  province,  rendered  her 
presence  necessary  on  this  occasion.  She  had  no 
object  in  view,  but  to  perform  a  duty,  which  a 
sense  of  decorum  imposed  on  her,  when  it  happen- 
ed that  the  sacred  winding  sheet  was,  at  that  time, 
conveyed  from  Chamberry  to  Annecy.     This  had 

*  Aag.  of  8aleii 
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taken  place  by  the  permission  of  the  Duke  of  Sa- 
voy, at  the  solicitation  of  the  Duchess,  and  the 
two  Cardinals.  At  the  sight  of  this  impressive 
token  of  the  loye  of  God  towards  men^  the  Coun- 
tess of  Sales  felt  a  tenderness  of  devotion,  which 
she  had  never  before  experienced.f  Like  Anna, 
the  mother  of  Samuel,  she  with  confidence  laid 
open  her  heart  before  God ;  she  ofiered  him  the 
in&nt,  whom  she  then  bore  in  her  womb ;  she  en- 
treated Him  to  be  a  father  to  her  future  ofispring^ 
to  preserve  it  from  the  corruption  of  the  worlds 
and  rather  to  depove  her  of  the  delight  and 
advantage  of  becoming  a  mother,  than  to  suffer 
her  to  be  the  parent  of  a  child,  who  by  losing  the 
grace  of  baptism,  might  ever  be  so  unfortunate  as 
to  become  His  enemy. 

A  prayer  so  fervent  was  not  uttered  vnthoui 
effect.  God  heard  the  mother ;  and  difiused  over 
the  soul  of  the  son,  that  abundance  of  graces  and 
benedictions,  which  raised  him  to  a  high  d^ee  of 
sanctity ;  of  which  proofs  will  be  exhibited  in  the 
following  history 

The  Countess  returned  home,  animated  with  a 
holy  confidence,  that  God  had  accepted  the  offer^ 


>9   ■  ^ 
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she  bad  made  of  her  child ;  she  ever  considered 
him,  as  a  deposite,  entrusted  to  her  care,,  of 
which  she  had  to  give  an  account.  He  came  into 
the  world  a  short  time  after  her  return  from  An- 
necy ;  *  and  was  baptized  in  the  Church  of  Tho- 
rens ;  the  name  of  Francis  was  given  him,  which 
was  that  of  his  parents  and  of  his  Godfather.  As 
he  was  born  in  the  seventh  month,  he  was  ex- 
tremely  delicate,  notwithstanding  the  scrupulous 
care  of  his  mother,  to  avoid  every  thing,  which 
might  prove  injurious  to  her  offspring:  he  was 
reared  with  considerable  difficulty,  and  his  life 
was  more  than  once  despaired  of  by  the  faculty. 

He  however  escaped  the  dangers  of  childhood ;  and 
against  all  appearance,  improved  both  in  strength 
and  stature.  In  proportion  as  his  features  began 
to  assume  a  regular  appearance,  he  was  observed 
to  possess  a  degree  of  beauty,  accompanied  with  a 
sweetness  of  countenance^  which  attracted  the 
love  of  every  beholder.  This  advantage  of  exter- 
nal form,  was  united  to  the  finest  natural  disposi- 
tion. He  was  mild,  submissive  to  his  parents  and 
masters,  and  distinguished  by  such  a  share  of 
ingenuous  modesty,  as  proves  the  best  guardian 
against  the  first  impressions  of  vice. 


*  Aug.  of  Sales.     Ibid. 
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♦  The  pious  Countess  b  *gtowed  her  undivided 
3.ttention  on  the  education  of  her  cliild,  never  suf- 
fered him  to  be  out  of  her  sights  and  omitted  no  op- 
portunity of  forming  him  to  early  habits  of  virtue. 
She  conductedhimherself  to  churchy  instilled  into 
his  infant  mind  the  most  profound  veneration  for 
the  temple  of  God^  and  a  fondness  for  prayer^  for 
religious  instruction^   and  ail  exercises  of  piety, 
i^hich  are  there  practised.     She  even  took  him 
with  her  in  the  visits^  which  she  usually  paid  to 
the  poor;  she  initiated  him  in  the  art  of  relieving 
distress^  by  such  attentions  as  were  adapted  to  his 
years^  and  employed  him  in  distributing  her  cha* 
rities.     It  was  her  practice  to  read  to  him  the  lives 
of  the  saints^  and  to  accompany  the  lecture  with 
reflection^,  suited  to  his  capacity.     Thus  did  this 
pious  and  charitable  mother  gradually  train  her 
son  to  the  exercises  of  piety  and  charity ;  thus  did 
she  instruct  him  by  her  own  actions,  and  form  him 
to  virtue  by  so 'improving  an  example. 

This  virtuous  child  not  only  corresponded  with 
the  care  of  so  excellent  a  mother,  but  even  far  ex- 
ceeded her  parental  expectations.  He  heard  mass, 
and  performed  his  other  devotions  with  a  degree 
of  recollection  and  fervour,  much  above  hisyears.f 


*  Ibid.-    f  Ibid.  ■   Deposition  of  the  Mother  de  Chautal. 
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It  was  to  hifai  a  constant  source  of  amusement  to 
ornament  little  oratories^  and  perform  himself  the 
ceremonies  of  the  Church.  Modesty  and  sincerity 
prevailed  in  his  actions  and  in  his  conversation; 
and  whenever  he  was  guilty  of  such  faults  as  are 
incident  to  children^  he  would  always  undergo 
correction,  rather  than  avoid  punishment  by  a  lie-. 
His  charity  to  the  poor,  was,  at  that  early  age, 
marked  with  very  peculiar  traits.  He  not  only 
executed  with  fidelity  and  promptitude,  the  little 
commissions  which  his  mother  gave  him  for  their 
relief;  but  he  would  petition  all  his  relations  in 
their  favour,  and  generously  give  theip  what- 
ever he  received  for  his  private  use ;  when  he  had 
exhausted  his  little  supplies,  he  would  part  with 
his  food  for  their  support. 

If  the  inclinations  of  the  Countess  had  been 
followed,  this  excellent  child  would  have  been 
educated  under  her  immediate  inspection.  She 
would  have  employed  at  home,  persons,  capable  of 
giving  him  a  tincture  of  human  learning;  and 
would  have  made  a  willing  sacrifice  in  point  of 
knowledge,  that  his  virtue  might  be  exposed  to  less 
hazard.  The  truth  is,  the  licentiousness  and  cor- 
ruption prevalent  in  colleges,  were  to  her  a  source 
of  alarm,  and  she  wished  that  more  time  at  least 
might  be  allowed  for  piety  to  take  the  deepest  root 
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in  bis  tender  heart.  But  her  husband  the  County 
^  wbose  tiews  in  the  education  of  his  son,  were  not 
I  dttogether  so  exalted^  and  who  Was  fully  sensible  of 
tte advantages  of  emulation. to  youth  in  the  acqui- 
fitiooL  of  science^  peremptorily  insisted^  that  he 
,Ai9ukl  be  placed  in  a  college.  At  the  age  of  six 
jetrs  he  was  sent  to  Rochville^  and  soon  after  to 
Aimecy^  which  is  about  three  long  leagues  from 
ike  castle  of  Sales. 

His  progress  in  learning  corresponded  with  the 
advances^  which  he  had  made  in  piety.     He  lost 
nothing  he  had   learned  under  the  direction  of 
his    yirtuous    mother;     and   soon    attained    the 
knowledge,  which  his  first  masters  were  capable  of 
giving.     It  was  remarked,  even  at  that  early  pe- 
riod, that  he  possessed  a  solid  judgment,  an  excel- 
lent memory,  great  talents  for  eloquence,  a  peculiar 
taste  in  the  choice  of  good  authors,  and  the  seeds 
of  all  those  rare  and  eminent  qualities,  which  after- 
wards rendered  him  one  of  the  most  learned,  as 
irell  as  the  most  holy  prelates  of  the  church.     Such 
happy  dispositions,  improved  by  assiduous  labour, 
and  a  share  of  application,  sufficient  to  ensure 
success  to  talents  less  eminent,  induced  the  Coupt 
of  Sales  to  think,  that  no  more  time  should  be  lost 
at  Annecy.     He  therefore  determined  to  send  his 
son  to  Paris,  to  finish  his  studies  in  the  college  of 
Navarre,  in  which  many  gentlemen  of  his,  ac-> 
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quaintance  had  received  an  excellent  educaticm.. 
On  this  subject^  the  Countess  of  Sales  was  con- 
sulted ;  but  her  consent  to  the  plan  could  only 
be  obtained^  on  condition  that  her  son  should 
spend  some  months  at  home  before  his  departure. 
Her  design  was  completely  to  strengthen  his  habita 
of  virtue^  and  to  shield  him  against  the  danger, 
to  which  he  was  going  to  be  exposed^  in  a  great 
city^  subject  to  innumerable  disorders^  and  in  the 
company  of  profligate  young  men^  who  associate 
together  for  the  wicked  purpose  of  promoting^ 
mutual  ruin. 

Francis^  on  his  return  to  Annec^^  was  informed 
that  the  Bishop  of  Bagneroy^  purposed  to  hold  an 
ordination  at  Clermont,  in  the  province  of  Gene- 
vois ;  he  on  this  occasion  requested  his  father  to 
be  permitted  to  repair  thither,  in  order  to  receive 
the  tonsure.  This  proposal  was  by  no  means 
agreeable  to  the  Count,  who,  from  the  rooted 
attachment  to  piety  and  devotion,  which  he  dis* 
covered  in  his  son,  apprehended  that  he  might  be 
finally  induced  to  engage  in  the  Church,  or  to 
follow  a  religious  institute.  As  he  was  the  eldest 
son,  and  by  consequence  the  hope  of  the  family ; 
and  not  less  distinguished  by  his  personal  accom- 
plishments^ than  by  the  qualities  of  his  mind,  and 
by  those  rare  and  singular  attainments^  which 
afforded  a  prospect,  that  he  would  prove  one  of 
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the  most  learned  men  of  the  age^  such  a  plan  was 
not  in  miison  with  the  views  of  the  father ;  and 
indeed  it  would  have  completely  overturned  the 
schemes  which  he  had  formed  to  place  his  son  in 
the  world  in  a  situation  becoming  his  great  rank^ 
and  his  personal  endowments.  But  the  Count 
was  a  man^  at  once  religious  and  prudent.  He 
was  apprehensive^  on  one  side^  that  a  direct  refu- 
sal^ might  excite  in  the  mind  of  his  son^  reflections 
which  had  never  been  before  entertained;  that 
as  human  nature  is  extremely  averse  to  restraint, 
he  might  seek  for  the  ecclesiastical  state/ with  an 
ardour^  proportioned  to  the  opposition  which 
would  be  shown  to  his  wishes ;  and^  on  the  other^ 
he  believed  that,  if  it  were  the  will  of  God,  the 
youth  should  abandon  the  world  for  ever,  it 
would  be  vain  to  oppose  the  execution  of  the 
design.*  With  this  view  of  the  subject,  he 
granted  the  permission  which  was  solicited;  and 
Francis  received  the  tonsure  in  the  ember  days  of 
September,  in  the  year  One  thousand  five  hundred 
and  seventy-eight. 

On  his  return  from  Clermont,  he  was  apprised 
by  his  mother,  of  the  scheme  which  had  been 
concerted,  of  removing  him  to  Paris,  to  the 
college  of  Navarre,  for  the  purpose  of  completing 

■■  ■   I.       ■   til         .   I    I..  ■     I.       I        ■         ■■       .■   I  ■       I        ,    ■    w  ■.  I.,    I       »».      - 

*  Idem  ibid. 
B  g 


20  THE   LIFE   OP  ST.  FRANCIS 

his  studies.*  His  answer  was  modest  and  sensible. 
He  declared  that,  in  whateyer  regarded  himself^ 
he  wished  to  have  no  other  will,  than  that  of  his 
parents;  but  he  begged,  that  a  slight  eltange 
might  be  made  in  the  plan  ;  and  that^  instead  of 
going  to  the  college  of  Navarre,  he  might  be 
placed  in  an  establishment,  lately  formed  at  Paris^ 
by  the  fathers  of  the  society  of  Jesus.  He 
observed  to  the  Countess,  that  she  must  be  more 
aware  than  himself  of  the  great  credit,  enjoyed 
by  thesfe  fathers  for  their  skill  in  training  youth 
to  piety  an^d  knowledge  ;  that  though  he  was  sa- 
tisfied other  colleges  might  be  equally  eminent, 
he  felt  more  attachment  to  the  Jesuits ;  that  this 
inclination  might  contribute  to  his  advancement  in 
learning ;  and  that  in  reality  it  must  be  a  matter 
of  indifference  to  his  father,  which  situation  might 
filially  be  chosen.  Such  were  the  judicious  re- 
flections, which  the  young  Count  of  Sales,  for 
so  he  was  now  called,  was  capable  of  making, 
though  he  had  not  yet  completed  his  twelfth 
year.f  The  authors  of  his  life  record  them 
almost  in  the  same  terms,  in  which  they  were 
delivered. 

The  Countess  of  Sales  felt  the  force  of  these 
reasons  ;  she  communicated  them  to  the  Count : 

*   Idem  ibid,  f  Idem  ibid. 
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the  plan  was  accordingly  changed^  and  a  resolution 
adopted  of  sending  tlieir  son  to  the  college  of  the 
Jesuits.     While  preparations   were  making   for 
the  journey,    and  a  preceptor  sought   for,  the 
Countess    industriously    pursued    the    purpose, 
for  which  this  temporary  delay   was   obtained. 
She  bestowed  her  whole  attention  on  the  instruc- 
tion of  her  son,  with  greater  ardour,  as  she  was 
likely  to  be  deprived  of  his  company  for  a  long 
period ;  she  often  repeated  to  him,  those  memor- 
able words,  which  Queen  Blanche,  the  mother  of 
St.  Lewis,  was  in  the  habit  of  uttering  to  her  son. 
''  God  is  my  witness,  my  child,  how  dear  you  are 
to  me ;  but  I  would  rather  see  you  lying  a  corpse 
before  my  eyes,  than  ever  hear  that  you  had  com- 
mitted but  one  mortal  sin."     She  laboured  with 
unusual  care  to  instil  into  his  youthful  heart,  a 
tender  love  of  God,  mingled  vnth  unbounded  con- 
fidence.    She  taught  him,  to  look  up  to  Him,  as  his 
true  father.     ''  However  we  may  reason,"  would 
she  say,    "  It  is  not  I  who  have  given  you  an  ex- 
istence.    I  am,  indeed,  your  mother ;    because  it 
has  pleased  Divine  Providence  to  render  me  an 
instrument  in  bringing  you  into  life.     You  were 
formed  in  my  womb  ;   but  I  did  not  bestow  upon 
you,  those  members,  that  blood  which  flows  in 
your  veins,  those  animal  spirits,  which  give  motion 
to  your  frame ;   much  less,  that  immaterial  and 
immortal  soul,  .which   renders  you   capable  of 
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eteraal.  enjovments.  It  is  God,  my  child,  who 
made  you  what  you  are ;  it  is  He,  who  preserves 
you ;  it  is  in  Him,  that  all  your  hopes  are  to 
centre/'  Every  object,  which  presented  itself  to 
view,  furnished  an  occasion  of  enforcing  her  pious 
maxims.  If  she  met  a  poor  person,  she  observed 
to  her  son,  that  such  a  one,  indigent  as  he  was, 
must  still  be  considered  his  brother,  and  that  he 
had  an  equal  right  with  himself  to  call  God  his 
father ;  that  fortune  had  indeed  made  some  dis- 
tinction between  them,  but  that  nature  and  grace 
recognized  no  such  difference ;  that  in  those  two 
respects  all  mankind  are  on  a  perfect  equality ; 
that  these  reflections  were  never  to  be  forgotten, 
and  that  he  had  ever  to  forbear  treating  such 
objects  with  harshness,  with  disdain,  and  with 
contempt. 

In  walking  in  the  fields,  she  would  direct  his 
attention  to  the  husbandman  sowing  his  corn. 
^'  It  is  believed,*'  would  she  piously  exclaim, 
''  that  these  are  the  persons  who  furnish  us  with 
subsistence.  But  how  vain  are  their  solitary  en- 
deavours !  An  inconsiderable  excess  of  rain  or  of 
sultry  weather,  is  sufficient  to  blast  the  efforts  of 
their  labour;  these  causes  are  capable  of  diffusing 
a  general  famine,  and  of  reducing  us  to  the  la* 
mentable  calamity  of  perishing  by  hunger.  But 
those  salutary  rains,  that  moderate  degree  of  heat. 
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fliose  seasons,  which  bring  the  fruits  of  the  earth 
to  maturity,  must  depend  upon  God  alone.  Here 
human  efforts  are  unavailing/' 

By  these  and  similar  instructions,  frequently 
ref>eated  with  energy,  did  the  Countess  of  Sales, 
form  the  youthful  heart  of  her  son  to  a  tender 
love  of  God,  and  to  a  feeling  and  lively  attention 
to  bis  neighbour.    The  fruits  of  this  early  culture, 
vrill  be  fully  displayed,  in  the  following  history.* 
The  Count  of  Sales,  on  his  side,  seconded  the 
efforts  of  his  spouse,   but  with  this  observable 
difference  in  the  nature  of  his  instructions :  he 
laboured  to  render  his  son  an  accomplished  gen* 
tleman^  while  she  had  no  other  object  in  view, 
than  to  make  him  a  good  Christian.     Both  suc- 
ceeded in  their  attempts  ;  for  they  lived  to  enjoy 
the  satisfaction^  of  seeing  their  son^  dear  to  God 
and  to  man.     The  time  fixed  for  his  departure 
was  now  come;  he  accordingly  setoff  for  Paris 
uuder  the  tuition  of  John  Deage,  a  prudent  and 
able  priest.     This  person  had  been  chosen  for 
the    purpose,    in  preference  to  a  lay-governor^ 
the  plan  usually  adopted  in  those  days,  at  the 
particular  request  of  the  Countess,  who  was  per- 
suaded, that  his  character  would  oblige  him  to 
give  -:  the    best    example    to    her   son,    and    to 
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superintend    his    conduct    with    more    vigilaiil 
attention. 

France,  at  this  period,*  exhibited  an  aspect  of 
distress  and  desolation,  altogether  unexampled  in 
the  annals  of  the  monarchy.     Civil  and  religious 
wars,  which  had  spread  devastation,  under  the 
preceding  reigns  of  Francis  II.  and  Charles  IX. 
continued,  under  that  of  Henry  III.,  with  una- 
bated   fury.      Four  Catholic    armies,    opposed 
to  an  equal  number  of  the  adverse  party,  had 
already  defaced    its    finest   provinces;    and  the 
league  which  had  just  been  formed,  presented  the 
terrors  of  a  third  faction,  equally  hostile  to  the 
interests   of  the    king,    and   of   the    monarchy. 
Towns  taken  and  retaken,  consigned  to  pillage^ 
and  almost  reduced  to  ruin-;  churches  destroyed ; 
the  ancient  religion  banished  from  one  part  of 
the  kingdom,  and  but  ill  supported  in  the  other ; 
disunion  prevalent  in  every  division  of  the  state, 
and  often  among  the  tnembers  of  the  same  family; 
subjects  engaged  in  rebellion  against  their  prince; 
his  authority  usurped    by  as    many   tyrants,   as 
there  were  lords  in  the  provinces ;  the  popular 
branch  of  government  rising  to  superior  conse- 
quence, and  threatening  the  destruction  of  the 
monarchy ;    the  prince    sunk  in  effeminacy  and 
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inaetion^  and  ruled  by  a  small  number  of  worth- 
less favourites ;  acting  but  an  insignificant  cha- 
racter, despised  by  one  part  of  his  subjects,  and 
hated  by  the  other ;  the  laws  violated  with  con- 
tempt ;  justice  without  authority ;  hypocrisy,  im- 
piety,  blasphemy,  a  general  indifference  for  reli- 
gion ;  finally,  a  complete  want  of  all  subordination 
and  restraint,  from  the  precincts  of  the  court, 
to  the  extremity  of  the  provinces ;   these  were 
the  awful  indications  of  the  anger  of  the  Deity, 
justly  provoked,  which  threatened  to  overwhelm 
France   in   one  common  ruin.      Such  was  the 
situatioa  of  the  country,  when  the  young  Couftt 
of  Sales,  arrived  in  France,  for  the  first  time.     As 
heresy  had    produced  the  same  bitter  fruits  in 
that  part  of  Savoy,  in  which  he  was  born,  these 
scenes  of  horror,  were  not  to  him,  altogether  new 
and   unexpected.      His  preceptor,  who  omitted 
no  opportunity  of  imparting  instruction  to  his 
pupil,  and  awfully  impressed  with  the  lamentable 
situation  of  the  finest  jkingdom  in  Christendom, 
observed  to  him,  that  piety  and  justice  unques* 
tionably  form  the  most  solid  foundation  of  states, 
and  are  the  firmest  support  of  empires ;  that  it  is 
dangerous  to  weaken  the  impression  of  religion, 
and  to  give  an  unrestrained  range  to  human  reason, 
and  to  the  senses ;  and  that  the  bonds,  which 
unite  God  with  man,  are  never  loosened,  without 
2)reaking   those,  which    connect  human  society 
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iogethet.  With  these  reflections  in  their  minds, 
^hich  fresh  objects  continually  recalled  to  their 
recollection^  they  proceeded  to  Paris. 

On  their  arrival,  the  yoinig  Connt  of  Sales  de- 
sired instantly  to  be  introduced  to  the  college  of 
the  Jesuits.    He  was  received  with  that  *  partiality 
and  favour,  which  he  excited  wherever  be  went. 
His  acquirements  at  that  early  age  were  such, 
as  induced  the  directors  of  the  establishment  to 
place  him  in  the  class  of  rhetoric;    and  during 
the  two  years,  which  he  devoted  to  that  branch  of 
study,  he  made  so  great  a  progress,  that  he  after* 
wards  became  one  of  the  most  eloquent  men  of  hi»^ 
«ge.     The  usual  course  of  philosophical  studies, . 
he  pursued  with  the  same  success.     As  his  taleiit&« 
were  of  the  first  class,  and  his  application  corres* . 
ponded  with  the  vigour  of  bis  mind,  he  found  > 
means  to  unite  vnth  this  branch  of  learning,  great 
attention  to  scholastic  theology.    In  this  extraordi- 
nary exertion,  he  was  assisted  by  the  studies  of  his 
preceptor,  who  employed  his  leisure  in  that  science. 
He  accordingly  derived  benefit  from  the  lectures 
which  were  delivered  at  Sorbonne  ;  he  assisted  at 
the  disputations,  which  were  publicly  held  in  that 
learned  establishment ;  he  joined  in  th^  private  dis- 
cussions, which  occasionally  took  place  between  his 

■    I         "''■'■■    ■'  ■  III!  p  mil 
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preceptor  and  other  theologians  ;  and  he  acquired 
so  much  skill  in  that  intricate  and  abstnice  science, 
"which  is  fully  sufiBcient  to  engross  one  mind^  as  if  it 
had  occupied  his  undivided  attention. 

When   he   had    completed   his   philosophical 
rtudies^  his  preceptor^  by  the  express  direction  of 
Hbe  Count  of  Sales^  placed  him  in  an  academy^ 
Yfhere  he  might  acquire  the  accomplishments  of 
ridmg^  of  fencings  of  dancings  and  whatever  was 
proper  for  a  young  nobleman  of  distinguished  rank. 
Hie  young  County  who  was  predetermined  to  en- 
gage in  the  churchy  gave  his  mind  vnth  consider- 
able reluctance  to  these  pursuits^  which  he  con- 
caved would  be  unattended  with  any  advantage 
lespecting  his  future  views;    but  as    he  made 
it  an  inviolable  maxim,   to    sacrifice    his  judg- 
ment to  the  will  of  his  parents,  he  made  great 
proficiency  in  these  ornamental  arts,  and  acquired 
that .  easy  carriage  and  disengaged  deportment, 
which  he  ever  after  united,  vnth  the  modest  sira* 
pliciiy  so  peculiar  to  his  character. 

But  as  these  exercises  formed  rather  an  amuse- 
ment, than  a  serious  occupation,  he  not  only 
reviewed  the  studies  of  his  youth,  but  applied  to 
the  Hebrew  and  Greek  languages;  he  culti- 
Tated  positive  divinity  under  Gencbrardus  and 
Maldonatus^  who  at  that  time  taught  at  Paris  ynih 
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great  reputation.  Six  years  were  devoted  to  these 
pursuits.  The  result  of  this  application^  was  such  a 
variety  of  knowledge^  and  such  skill  in  science^  as 
perhaps  has  not  been  sufficiently  admired ;  since 
the  profound  humility^  which  he  assiduously  cul- 
tivated^ induced  him  to  conceal  his  attainments 
fr(Mn  the  observation  of  mankind.  But  the  fol- 
lowing history  will  furnish  so  clear  and  demon- 
strative proofs  of  this  observation^  that  he  vnll 
readily  be  admitted  to  have  been  one  of  the  most 
learned  as  well  as  of  the  most  holy  prelates  of  the 
age  in  which  he  livedo 

During  this  period,  the  pursuits  which  we  have 
mentioned^  by  no  means  formed  the  sole,  not  even 
the  principal  occupation  of  this  distinguished 
youth.  He  spent  a  considerable  portion  of  time 
in  the  exercises  of  piety:  that  was  always  his 
leading  concern ;  he  was  fully  sensible^  that  true 
devotion  never  interfered  with  any  business ;  and 
that  the  time  which  is  spent  in  serving  God,  draws 
abundant  blessings  on  all  that  is  undertaken  for 
His  glory.  This  was  the  only  end,  to  which  all 
the  actions  of  the  young  Count  were  uniformly 
directed.  On  his  arrival  at  Paris,  he  placed  him- 
self under  the  conduct  of  a  skilful  director,  to 
whom  he  unreservedly  gave  his  confidence  ;  and 
without  whose  advice,  he  undertook  nothing  of 
any  moment.     He  well  knew,  that  if  a  guide  is 
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wanted  on  a  journey  througli  an  unkno%vn  country^ 
such  assistance  is  more  indispensably  requisite  in 
the  road  to  heaven ;  that  our  situation  in  this 
instance  is  more  embarrassing^  as  we  meet  with 
more  obstacles^  and  carry  with  us  seeds  of  corrupt 
tion,  which  it  is  not  easy  to  destroy.  By  tjie 
advice  of  his  director^  he  assiduously  read  the  holy 
scripture ;  an  exercise^,  which  afforded  him  in- 
expressible delight.  In  order  more  perfectly  to 
understand  the  divine  oracles,  he  acquired  with 
incredible  labour  a  knowledge  of  tlie  Hebrew 
language^  which  is  scarcely  useful  for  any  other 
purpose.  With  ifte  holy  scriptures,  he  constantly 
read  the  well  known  book,  entitled  ''  The  Spiritual 
Combat*'  He  was  assiduous  in  hearing  the  word 
of  God;  he  sought  the  company  of  virtuous 
persons;  and  was  peculiarly  delighted  with  the 
father  Angelus  Joyeuse,  who,  on  his  part,  was 
much  struck  with  the  innocent  and  virtuous  dis- 
position of  the  young  Count,  and  always  received 
the  greatest  gratification  from  his  company, 
*  This  distinguished  personage,  instilled  into  his 
mind  a  contempt  of  the  world,  with  very  consider- 
able effect,  as  lie  himself  had  enjoyed  whatever 
was  attractive,  and  had  despised  its  fleeting  allure- 
ments. He  was  therefore  enabled  to  speak  with 
more  force  of  that  peace  of  mind,  which  he  had 
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never  found  in  grandeur^  in  pleasure,  or  in  tlie  most 
seductive  charms^  which  the  v^rorld  had  presented 
to  his  view.  He  often  repeated  to  him,  that  no- 
thing is  more  incompatible  with  the  practice  of 
virtue^  than  idleness  and  effeminacy ;  that  a  peni- 
f^tial  life  is  not  only  necessary  to  repair  fiiults^ 
which  have  been  committed,  but  that  it  contri- 
butes to  the  preservation  of  innocence ;  that  in 
consequence  of  the  violent  propensity,  which  men 
have,  to  abuse  liberty,  it  is  often  expedient  to  suffer 
2  privation  of  that  blessing ;  and  that  this  consi- 
deration had  induced  him  openly  to  abandon  the 
world,  in  order  to  be  secured  irom  any  farther 
temptation  of  adopting  its  maxims. 

These  communications  with  the  father  An- 

• 

gelus,  induced  the  young  Count  to  add  to  his 
ordinary  devotions  the  practice  of  wearing  a  hair 
shirt,  three  days  in  the  week.  It  is  highly  pro- 
bable, that  the  same  cause  led  him  to  make  a  vow 
of  perpetual  chastity ;  a  circumstance,  in  his  life, 
which  took  place  in  the  church  of  St.  Stephen  des 
Grez,  where  he  was  fond  of  performing  his  devo- 
tions, as  it  is  a  place,  but  little  frequented,  and 
calculated  for  retirement  and  contemplation. 
There  prostrate  on  the  ground,  and  engaged  for  a 
considerable  time  in  the  most  feiTent  prayer,  in  the 
attitude  of  an  humble  supplicant,  he  begged  of 
God>  that  agreeably  to  the  advice  of  the  Apostle^ 
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he  might  be  permitted  to  relinquish  all  thoughts  of 
matrimony ;  that  the  sacrifice  of  his  body  might  be 
^ccegf^edy  as  that  of  his  heart  had^  by  the  Divine 
grace^  been  made ;  and  that  he  might  be  endued 
with  sufficient  strength  to  persevere  in  so  holy  a 
resohition.  He  then  placed  himself  under  the 
particular  protection  of  the  Blessed  Virgin ;  he 
betoii^t  her  to  be  his  advocate  before  God^  and 
to  obtain  for  him  those  graces^  without  w^hich^ 
the  sacred  scriptures  had  taught  him^  that  all  our 
efforts  to  preserve  chastity  would  be  unavailing.* 
After  making  this  vow^  he  formed  the  resolutioa 
of  communicating  every  eight  days^  from  convic- 
tion^ that  this  heavenly  bread  of  the  blessed 
Eucharist^  would  constitute  his  strength^  and  that 
the  wine  which  inebriates  virgins^  would  support 
his  weakness  against  all  the  efibrts  of  his  enemies. 

He  expected  an  attack  in  that  quarter^  which 
he  had  been  careful  to  strengthen ;  but  his  trial 
proved  to  be  of  such  a  nature,  as  to  defeat  his  cal- 
culations. Spiritual  darkness  gradually  overcast 
his  mind;  disquietude  took  possession  of  his  heart; 
a  violeat  agitation  succeeded  to  the  peace^  which 
he  had  enjoyed  till  that  period;  this  restless 
feeling,  was  followed  by  a  general  disgust  for  all^ 
that  had  hitherto  formed  the  chaste  delight  of  his 

♦  1  Cor.  c.  7. 
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soul.  Spiritual  dryness  succeeded  to  this  disgust^ 
and  rendered  him  insensible  to  the  truths  and  the 
consolations  of  religion.  God,  who  had  retired  to 
the  centre  of  his  heart,  had,  if  I  may  so  express  it, 
abandoned  the  exterior  part  to  a  furious  assault. 
The  enemy  of  our  salvation,  whom  the  scripture 
represents,  sometimes  as  a  lion,  that  makes  a  vio- 
lent attack,  and  at  others  as  a  serpent,  that  labours 
to  seduce  by  artifice,  did  not  IO90  this  occasion ; 
but  suggested  to  him  that  all  his  efforts  to  please 
God  were  unavailing ;  that  his  eternal  perdition 
was  decreed,  and  that  he  was  already  ranked 
among  the  rebrobate.*  The  young  Count,  was 
filled  with  those  dreadful  alarms,  which  a  sup- 
posed certainty  of  reprobation  is  capable  of 
exciting  in  a  soul,  that  fears  God,  and  that  had 
always  aspired  to  the  happiness  of  eternally  enjoy- 
ing him.  As  his  love  to  God  was  of  the  most 
tender  and  affectionate  kind,  he  was  tortured  with 
inexpressible  grief,  whenever  he  reflected  that  he 
•was  doomedto  hate,  and  blaspheme  him  for  all 
eternity ;  and  his  thoughts  were  perpetually  turned 
to  that  melancholy  subject,  f  The  fear  of  hell,, 
the  agitation  of  his  mind,  and  his.  unappeasable 
solicitude,  at  length  threw  him  into  a  settled  me- 
^■'  '  ■■  ■■■  ■ 
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kncholy^  which  admitted  of  no  alleviation;  he 
spent  the  days  in  tears^  and  the  nights  in  groans 
and  lamentations.  His  constitution^  though  ro- 
bust, at  length  b^an  to  sink  under  so  severe  a 
trial ;  a  jaundice  very  generally  spread  itself  over 
his  whole  frame;  he  completely  lost  all  inclination 
for  food  and  for  rest.  Unequivocal  marks  of  the 
most  frightful  despair^  were  observable  in  his  coun- 
tenance ;  and  the  acute  pains^  which  he  experi- 
enced in  all  his  members^  brought  his  life  into  the 
mosi  imminent  danger.  Those  who  have  never 
experienced  the  effects^  which  may  be  produced  in 
a  soul  that  loves  God^  by  the  expectation  of  losing 
him  for  ever^  will  suspect  this  to  be  an  exagge- 
rated statement.  But  nothing  can  be  better  au- 
thenticated ;  and  there  is  not  one  of  the  biogra- 
phers of  St.  Francis  of  Sales^  who  has  not  described 
the  effects  of  this  violent  temptation  in  the  manner 
hftre  recorded. 

His  preceptor^  who  loved  him  with  the  tender-^ 
ness  of  a  parent^  knew  not  what  Judgment  to  form 
of  the  melancholy  situation  to  which  he  saw  him 
reduced.  He  laboured  to  discover  the  cause^  and 
frequently  asked  for  an  explanation^  but  without 
effect.  Shame  induced  the  young  Count  reso- 
lutely to  conceal  it ;  and  nothing  appeared  to  him 
so  dreadful^  as  to  be  constrained  to  acknowledg;e^ 
that  he  was  a  reprobate.     Could  the  awkward 
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sbame^  whicih  iavarrablj  accompafiks  e(Hiflicts  of 
this  nature^  be  remcwed^  the  cure  would  be  by 
no  means  difficult ;  an  humble  declaration  of  the 
case^  to  an  enlightened  person^  would  often  be 
found  sufficient  to  remove  the  temptation.  A 
resolute  determination  to  conceal  the  disorder^ 
adds  to  its  force  and  to  its  dwation. 

But  God^  who  permitted  this  temptation^  only 
for  the  trial  of  his  servant^  to  teach  him  a  becom- 
ing distrust  of  his  own  strength^  and  to  mspire 
him  with  sentiments  of  humility,  a  virtue  so  in-  , 
dispensably  requisite  for  the  preservation  of  the 
eminent  sanctity,  to  which  he  was  called,  delivered 
him  without  the  intervention  of  man,  from  this 
violent  conflict.  He  secretly  inspired  him  with 
the  purpose  of  returning  to  the  church  of  St.  Ste- 
phen des  Grez,  where  he  had  before  made  his  vow 
of  chastity.  The  first  object  which  presented 
itself  to  his  view,  in  that  place,  was  a  picture  of 
the  Blessed  Virgin.  The  sight  of  this,  awakened 
the  confidence,  which  he  had  always  reposed  in 
her  powerful  intercession ;  he  threw  himself  pros- 
trate on  the  ground,  and  acksowledging  himself 
unworthy  of  making  a  direct  address  to  the  Father 
of  mercies,  to  the  God  of  all  consolation,  hede^ 
sired  her  to  be  his  advocate  before  the  throne  of 
grace,  to  obtain  his  deliverance  from  the  evil; 
vnth  which  he  was  overwhelmed,  and  to  beseech 
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the  Almigbty,  that  as  he  was  so  unfortunate  as  to 
be  doomed  after  death  to  hate  him  for  an  etemitjr, 
he  might  at  least  be  permitted*  to  love  him  with  hit 
whole  heart,  during  his  life.^  A  prayer^  so  remote 
firom  the  sentiments  of  a  reprobate^  and  which  can- 
not rationally  be  charged  with  a  want  of  hope,  wad 
instantly  heard.  The  young  Count  afterwards 
acknowledged,  that  he  had  no  sooner  finished  it^ 
than  he  seemed  to  feel  an  oppressive  weight  re* 
mov^d  from  his  heart.  He  in  a  moment  recovered 
the  tranquillity  of  his  mind,  and  the  peace  of  his 
soul.  His  w)iole  frame  betrayed  the  change ;  and 
he  returned  home  so  visibly  improved,  that  his 
preceptor  and  his  friends  were  more  at  a  loss  than 
ever  to  discover  the  cause  of  the  disorder,  and  of 
this  sudden  alleviation.  The  young  Count,  who 
was  then  only  sixteen  years  old,  without  hesitation 
related  the  history  of  both ;  and  his  friends  on 
their  part  acknowledged,  that  they  imagined  some 
passion,  which  he  was  unable  to  gratify,  to  have 
been  the  cause,  that  led  to  the  deplorable  situa-* 
tion^  in  which  he  had  appeared.  His  preceptor 
added,  that  he  had  tortured  his  imagination  with*- 
ont  effect,  to  discover  the  origin  of  the  complaint; 
and  blaming  him  for  the  untoward  reserve,  which 
made  him  conceal  his  interior  sufferings,  obtained 
s  promise,  that  he  would  never  repeat  that  conduct 
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in  future.  But  any  similar  occasion  of  shewing 
Jiis  confidence,  never  afterwards  occurred;  the 
peace  of  mind,  which  he  had  just  recovered,  was 
never  more  disturbed ;  and  from  that  moment  he 
enjoyed  the  happy  tranquillity,  which  the  inter- 
cession of  the  Blessed  Virgin  had  obtained.    . 

.    In  the  mean  time>.the  Count  of  Sales  being  in- 
formed, that  his  son  had  completed  his  studies^ 
-gave  directions  that  he  should  proceed  to  visit  the 
most  distinguished  towns  of  Frapce,  and  return  to 
Savoy  after  this  tour.     But  the  disturbed  state  of 
the  kingdom  at  that  time,  was  unpropitious  to  such 
a  plan,  and  his  travels  were  by  consequence  soon 
concluded.     The  civil  war  was  still  carried  on 
vnth  undiminished  fuiy.     The  Duke  of  Alengon 
was  just  dead  without  issue ;  the  King  had  lost  all 
hope  of  having  an  heir;  and  the  various  motions 
of  the  different  competitors  to  the  crown,  filled 
the  kingdom  with  tumult  and  distraction.     Henry 
of  Navarre,  afterwards  Henry  IV.  stated  his  claims^ 
as  the  nearest  heir ;  he  was  befriended  by  the  Cal- 
vinists  of  France,  Queen  Elizabeth  of  England, 
and  the  protestant  princes  of  Germany,  all  ready 
to   support  his  pretentions.     The  princes  of  the 
house  of  Guise,^  set  forward  by  the  league  which 
at  that  time  was  become  powerful,  and  by  the  King 
of  Spain,  maintained  in  appearance  the  right  of 
the  Cardinal   of   Bourbon^  but  in  reality  aimed 
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at  the  possession  of  the  crown.  The  Queen 
dowager^  Catharine  of  Medicis^  who  during  a  long 
r<^ncy^  had  considerably  increased  the  number 
of  her  partizans^  was  ambitious  of  placing  on  the 
throne^  in  defiance  of  the  salic  law^  the  children 
of  her  daughter^  who  had  married  the  Prince  of 
Lorrain.  Henry  III.  formed  a  fourth  party.  H^ 
was  extremely  indignant,  that  before  his  life  was 
much  extended^  there  should  arise  a  dispute  about 
the  succession;  and  this  party^  which  having 
authority  on  its  side,  might  be  presumed  to  possess 
the  greatest  strength,  was  in  effect  the  weakest. 
It  is  not  difficult  to  form  an  idea  of  the  confusion^ 
the  tumult  and  disorders,  which  the  opposite  pre^ 
tentions  of  so  many  claimants  must  have  pro- 
duced. The  provinces,  the  towns,  the  country, 
the  nobility,  the  parliaments  were  all  divided  in 
their  views ;  some  adhering  to  one  party,  some  to 
another;  and  there  appeared  evident  symptoms 
of  such  internal  convulsions^  as  seemed  likely  to 
terminate  in  the  ruin  of  the  kingdom.  As  the 
contending  parties,  were  not  yet  engaged  in  an 
appeal  to  the  sword,  it  was  not  difficult  for  the 
joupg  Count  to  reach  Savoy  without  ha^js^rd* 

He  was  at  this  time,*  eighteen  years  old ;  of  a 
genteel  appearance,  and  distinguished  by  the  rapid 
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progress^  which  he  had  made  in  virtue  and  learn* 
ing ;  circumstances  which  rendered  him  extremelj 
dear  to  the  Count  and  Countess  of  Sales.  She  was 
induced  to  thinks  that  nothing  was  to  separate  her 
from  her  son^  and  that  she  might  enjoy  in  tranquil* 
Mty  the  fruits  of  the  excellent  education^  which  he 
had  received.  But  the  Count  of  Sales  had  more 
extensive  views.  He  considered  that  littie  would  be 
done^  by  leaving  to  his  heir  extensive  possessions, 
and  high  rank^  unless  the  most  ample  means  were 
furnished  for  supporting  the  splendour  arising  from 
those  advantages.  This  reflection  determined  him 
to  send  his  son  to  Padua^  to  study  the  law,  where 
the  famous  Pancyrola,  taught  it  with  a  reputatioii, 
which  attracted  students  from  every  part  of  Europe. 

The  Countess  of  Sales  consented  to  this  preset 
vdth  reluctance;  but  as  she  always  made  it  an 
invariable  rule  to  obey  the  will  of  her  husband, 
and  he  on  his  side,  gave  very  substantial  reasons 
for  a  measure,  which  was  to  deprive  them  of  the 
company  of  a  son,  equally  dear  to  both,  the  young 
Ooy^^fpceeded  to  Padua,  under  the  same  precep* 

i^'ihort  time  after  his  arrival  at  Sales. 

pal  see  of  the  state  of  Venice, 

chate  of  Aquileia,  is  the  most 

of  Itafy.     Venice,  and  even  Rome  it* 

iMyt  the  same  claim    to  antiquity. 
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Padua  hafi  alwap  been  admired  for  it^  extent,  for 
the  elegance  of  its  buildings^  for  its  situation^ 
wbich  is  eminently  beautiful,  for  the  fertility  of  it^ 
soil^  for  the  great  men^  >vhom  it  has  occasionally 
produced^  and  particularly  for  its  university^  one 
of  the  most  celebrated  in  Europe.  It  was  in  th^ 
height  of  its  reputation^  when  the  young  Count 
of  Sales  was  sent  thither;  but  among  the  great 
men  drawn  to  so  celebrated  a  spot^  by  the  renowif 
which  it  enjoyed^  the  famous  Guy  Pancyrola,  and 
the  learned  Jesuit  Possevinus,  were  deservedly 
placed  in  the  first  rank.  Francis  of  Sales  en- 
gaged one  to  teach  him  the  law;  the  other  h^ 
chose  for  his  spiritual  director:  and  this  great 
man^  so  distinguished  by  his  learnings  and  rendered 
so  illustrious  by  the  important  negociations,  en- 
trusted to  him  by  different  Popes,  in  Sweden,  in 
Poland^  in  Muscovy,  did  not  consider  it  a  t^sk^ 
unworthy  of  his  attention,  to  be  the  guide  of  a 
young  student,  of  whom  he  was  permitted  by  the 
spirit  of  God  to  know,  that  he  was  called  to  be  an 
j^minent^  Saint^  and  to  prove  one  of  the  greatest 
prelates  of  the  Church.  As  he  was  one  day  con- 
versing with  him  on  the  subject  of  his  studies,  the 
young  Coimt  fully  opened  his  mind^  and  declared^ 
that  whatever  predilection  he  might  have  for  the 
law^  he  felt  a  stronger  propensity  to  theological 
parsnits.  The  father  Possevinus  replied,  that  his 
atteiQhni^nt  to  3acred  studies  was  perfectly  rational ; 
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that  they  irould  be  more  beneficial  to  him,  than 
the  study  of  the  law ;  that  God  had  destined 
him  not  to  harangue  at  the  bar,  but  to  carry  his 
word  to  rebellious  nations,  and  to  be  the  support  of 
religion,  and  of  the  faith,  in  bis  Own  country ;  that 
bis  application  should  be  directed  to  the  attain* 
mentg  necessary  for  so  sublime  a  chaise;  that 
knowledge  without  virtue,  or  virtue  without  know* 
ledge  was  equally  insufficient;*  that  those  who 
were  required  only  to  sanctify  themselves,  might  be 
satisfied  with  becoming  good  characters ;  that  God 
demanded  more  of  those,  whom  he  called  to  the 
ministry  of  the  word ;  that  the  lips  of  priests  should 
be  the  guardians  of  knowledge ;  and  that,  as  they 
should  be  the  oracles  of  the  people^  they  ought  to 
be  ready  to  give  an  answer,  on  a  great  variety  of 
intricate  questiotis,  on  which  they  might  expect  to 
be  consulted.  He  added,  that  he  knew,  by  his  ovnn 
experience,  in  the  difierent  journies  which  he  had 
performed  by  the  orders  of  his  Holiness,  in  the 
states  of  protestant  princes,  that  the  ignorance  ot 
the  clergy  had  contributed  more  to  the  progress  of 
heresy  in  the  last  century,  than  the  licentious  morals 
ef  the  people ;  that  in  reality  heretics  were  rather 
presumptuous  than  learned;  and  that  they  were 
indebted  for  their  wonderful  success,  to  the  pro* 


*  Charles  Au^.  of  Sales.  Life  of  St.  Francis,  Book  L 
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found  ignorance^  which  was  spread  over  Europe 
at  their  first  appearance. 

The  father  Possevinus^  who  had  discovered  ia 
fhe  young  Count  a  wonderful  fund  of  ingenuitjr 
and  good  aense^  was  not  satisfied  with  giving  his 
advice ;  he  offered  his  service  to  direct  his  studies^ 
as  well  as  his  conscience.  Every  day  he  allowed 
bim  two  hours  of  bis  time^  when  he  explained  to 
him  the  Sum  of  St.  Thomas ;  they  likewise  read 
together  the  controversies  v^th  which  Cardinal 
Bellarmin  had  just  favoured  the  public;  he 
sibowed  him  the  force  of  the  objections  and  of 
the  answers^  and  trained  him  to  eloquence^  of 
which  he  was  himself  an  eminent  master.  The 
joung  Count  corresponded  with  the  care  and 
attenlion  of  the  father  Possevinus^  by  a  degree 
of  labour  and  application^  sufficient  to  surmount 
obstacles^  vnth  which  he  had  not  to  contend. 
There  is  therefore  no  reason  for  surprise  at  the  great 
success^  which  afterwards  attended  his  communis 
cations  with  Calvinists ;  it  cannot  wholly  be  attri- 
buted to  that  engaging  meekness^  which  in  many 
inrtances  proved  so  efficacious.  The  heart  on 
those  occasions^  is  gained  only  when  the  under* 
standii^  is  convinced;  meekness  may  subdue 
obstinacy;  but  knowledge  alone  can  overcome 
ctror^  axA  beat  down  those  obstaclesf^  which  talents 
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united  vnih  pride^  oppose  to    the    progress  of 
truth. 


But  the  attention  of  the  father  Possevinus 
to  the  joung  County  was  by  no  means  confined 
to  the  purpose  of  making  him  a  learned  man. 
He  found  in  him  a  heart  according  to  God ;  a 
heart  pure^  humble^  and  docile ;  a  hearty  which 
seemed  formed  by  Divine  Grace  for  the  practice 
of  the  most  exalted  virtues.  He  laboured  to  cul^ 
tivate  and  strengthen  it  against  any  impressions 
which  might  tarnish  its  purity;  he  taught  his 
pupil  to  look  up  to  God  in  all  things ;  to  raise  his 
heart  to  him  by  the  means  of  creatures^  which  are 
but  too  frequently  the  occasions  of  estranging 
us  from  him;  freely  to  profess  that  nothing 
happens  but  agreeably  to  his  foreknowledge^  his 
will  or  his  permission;  he  trained  him  to  the 
exercise  of  prayer,  of  meditation,  of  contempla- 
tion ;  finally,  he  admitted  him  to  all  the  secrets  of 
that  divine  art,  the  conduct  of  souls ;  he  omitted 
nothing  to  qualify  him  for  the  great  designs^ 
which  he  perceived  God  had,  respecting  so  excel- 
lent a  character.  The  rules  of  conduct  both  for  a 
spiritual  and  social  life,  observed  by  Francis  with 
the  utmost  rigour  at  Padua,  are  still  preserved, 
and  appear  to  have  been  given  by  this  pious  and 
learned  religipus. 
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This  communication  of  Francis  of  Sales  with 
the  father  Possevinus,  did  not  impede  his  ap- 
plication to  the  canon  and  civil  laws.  His  suc- 
cess in  these  pursuits^  was  considerably  for- 
warded  by  the  attention  of  Pancyrola,  wfao^  charm* 
ed  with  the  brightness  of  his  parts^  the  r^ularity 
of  his  conduct^  his  diligent  and  steady  application, 
took  the  greatest  delight^  independently  of  the 
public  lectures^  in  giving  him  private  instrVictions. 
This  partiality^  manifested  by  so  great  a  man^ 
eatcited  the  jealousy  of  some^  who  looked  upon  the 
r^ular  life  of  Francis,  as  a  secret  reflection  on 
their  own  disorders.  They  were  induced  to  be- 
lieve^ that  the  retired  life,  which  he  led,  pro- 
ceeded from  a  natural  timidity  or  want  of  spirit^  and 
that  it  was  not  possible  so  much  reserve  could 
be  united  with  any  share  of  resolution  and  cou-^ 
rage.*  On  this  false  principle,  a  party  agreed  to 
attack  him  in  a  retired  place,  as  he  was  returning 
one  evening  from  his  usual  walk ;  it  was  supposed 
that  lie  would  seek  safety  by  flight,  and  that  his 
credit  would  be  lost.  But  the  young  Count,  who 
knew  that  self-defence  is  perfectly  justifiable,  put 
bis  hand  to  his  sword,  and  prepared  to  repel  the 
assault  in  a  manner,  which  was  not  expected. 
On  this,  the  ruffians  allied,  that  they  had  mis^ 
taken  his  person^  made  an  ample  apology,  and 
retired  in  astonishment  at  his  courage.f 
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This  adventure  was  followed  by  another  of  a  deli- 
cate nature^  which  throws  such  a  lustre  on  the  virtue 
of  the  young  Count,  that  it  deserves  to  be  recorded. 
The  scrupulous  attention  to  chastity,  which  he 
invariably  shewed,  had  frequently  been  the  subject 
of  conversation  among  his  fellow  students ;  who 
could  never  believe,  that  a  young  man,  in  his 
twentieth  year,  of  his  personal  accomplishments^ 
could  be  possessed  of  that  gravity  of  manners^ 
which  he  affected :  they  therefore  resolved  to  ex- 
pose his  virtue  to  a  dangerous  trial.  There  was, 
at  that  time,  at  Padua,  a  famous  courtezan,  who 
had  lately  proceeded  thither  from  Naples.  She 
was  young,  handsome,  and  witty ;  and  there  was  not 
one  of  these  unfortunate  youths  who  planned  the 
adventure,  that  had  not  experienced  the  impression 
of  her  charms.  They  spoke  to  her  much  of  the 
young  Count  of  Sales ;  gave  a  lively  description  of 
his  person,  his  youth  and  his  rank ;  and  omitted 
no  inducement  to  engage  this  wretched  woman, 
to  attempt  his  ruin.  With  her  they  concerted  the 
means  of  leading  him  into  the  snare,  and  left  her 
with  a  promise  of  introducing  him  on  the  first 
occasion.  The  attempt  would  not  have  been  easy, 
could  he  have  penetrated  the  design.  But  that 
was  a  secret,  which  they  kept  out  of  view ;  and  in 
the  visit,  which  they  paid  him,  they  spoke  in  the 
highest  terms  of  commendation,  of  an  emin^it 
Doctor  of  laws^  who  had  lately  arrived  at  Padua ; 
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they  usured  him,  that  he  was  a  prodigy  of  sci- 
ence^ and  that  Pancyrola,  in  comparison  of  him, 
was  but  a  scholar.  This  was  sufficient  to  excite 
in  the  young  Count,  a  desire  of  forming  an  ac- 
quaintance with  this  supposed  character.  They 
offered  to  introduce  him ;  he  accepted  the  offer, 
and  was  led  to  the  house  of  the  courtezan,  being 
taught  to  suppose,  that  it  was  the  doctor's  abode. 
The  courtezan,  assumed  the  character  of  his 
daughter,  and  came  to  receive  them;  she  said 
that  her  father  was  engaged  in  his  study,  in  a  con- 
sultation of  considerable  importance,  with  some 
persons  of  quality,  and  that  he  had  commissioned 
her  to  entertain  them,  till  he  could  be  disen- 
gaged to  see  them  himself.  The  conversation 
was  scarcely  begun,  before  those,  who  had  intro- 
duced the  young  Count,  retired  on  different  pre- 
texts, and  left  him  only  in  her  company.  It  would 
be  dangerous  ,  to  give  a  detail  of  what  passed  in 
this  interview ;  it  is  sufficient  to  relate,  that  the 
courtezan  carried  her  bold  and  insidious  arts  to 
the  utmost  height ;  and  that  God  gave  the  Count 
strength  to  resist  and  preserve  his  virtue. 

The  rage  of  this  woman,  on  seeing  her  charms 
alighted,  cannot  be  better  conceived,  than  by  the 
means  which  she  took,  to  inflict  vengeance.  She 
raised  an  alarm,  that  a  thief  was  in  the  house,  and 
collected  her  neighbours  to  her  assistance,  who  . 
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were  ready  to  drag  the  young  Count  to  fmson  f 
M^faen  his  companions^  who  had  remained  at  % 
small  distance^  came  in  time  to  rescue  him  from 
their  hands.  The  young  Count  thanked  theiH 
for  that  part  of  their  conduct ;  but  informed  them^ 
that  he  was  not  so  simple,  as  to  be  duped  by  tlbe 
artifice  which  had  been  prepared ;  and  from  that 
hour  he  abstained  from  all  communication  with 
young  men  of  that  description.  This  adrenture 
rendered  him  more  cautious  in  the  choice  of  those^ 
with  whom  he  conversed. 

*But  God  sometimes  permits  that  occasions 
should  be  presented  to  those,  who  take  every  pre- 
caution to  avoid  them.  There  was  at  that  time 
at  Padua^  an  Italian  jMincess,  whose  domestic 
concerns  had  dravni  her  to  that  celebrated  place. 
History  has  not  preserved  her  name,  but  we  are 
told  that  she  was  extremely  rich,  and  that  she 
spared  no  expence,  when  her  inclinations  led  her 
to  sensual  indulgence.  She  one  day  met  the  youi^ 
Count  in  a  church ;  as  the  ceremony  which  de- 
tained her  there,  was  long,  she  had  full  time,  at- 
tentively to  examine  his  person.  She  was  en- 
chanted vidth  his  graceful  appearance ;  and  formed 
a  resolution  of  satisfying  her  passion,  whatever 
might  be.  the  event.     On  leaving  the  churchy  she 
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ordered  him  to  be  followed  to  his  abode;  and  ob« 
tained  in  the  neighbourhood  every  sort  of  infor- 
mfttioa  which  could  be  collected;  she  learned 
who  he  was,  and  what  was  the  purpose  of  his 
residence  at  Padua ;  but  to  her  sorrow  she  heard, 
that  he  led  a  veiy  retired  life;  that  he  openly 
practised  virtue^  with  the  utmost  rigour ;  that  he 
had  no  sort  of  communication  with  the  softer  sex ; 
that  it  had  been  observed^  that  he  avoided  females 
as  fiu*  as  civility  permitted  him,  and  that  he  was 
judged  incapable  of  an  intrigue. 

This  information  led  the  princess  almost  to 
despair  of  success  in  her  nefarious  design.  But 
tiiere  are  some  instances  of  passion,  which  diffi- 
culties serve  but  to  arouse  and  enflame ;  the  prin- 
cess was  in  this  situation.  She  fondly  imagined, 
diat  the  steadiness  of  the  young  Count  would  be 
shaken  by  her  offers ;  that  money  would  complete 
her  purpose,  and  that  he  would  finally  open  to  her 
the  avenues  of  his  heart.  Whatever  attachment 
Francis  discovered  to  retirement  and  seclusion, 
he  occasionally  frequented  the  society  of  those 
among  his  fellow  students,  in  whom  he  observed 
any  peculiar  virtue,  talents  or  application  to  study ; 
t|ley  now  land  then  partook  of  the  amusement  of 
a^  walk,  and  somietimes  joined  in  innocent  recrea- 
tions^ which,  without  injuring  piety,  contribute 
tq  unbend  the  mind,  and  give  it  additional  vigour. 
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To  give  the  real  character  of  the  Count,  big 
virtue  was  not  of  that  austere  and  repulsive  kind, 
which  disqualifies  men  for  society.  No  person' 
was  ever  more  agreeable  and  entertaining  in  con<» 
versation ;  he  was  even,  fond  of  Innocent  and  un- 
offending raillery,  and  his  good  humour  blended 
vrith  sweetness,  carried  vnih  it  such  a  charm,  that 
his  company  was  very  generally  courted.  But 
among  those  who  were  honoured  with  his  friend- 
ship, there  was  one  person,  whom  he  treated  vnth 
peculiar  regard ;  a  similitude  of  temper,  of  stu- 
diejs  and  disposition,  had  formed  between  them  the 
closest  union.  The  Count  entertained  the  most 
perfect  conviction  of  the  solidity  of  his  virtue ; 
but  it  requires  very  consummate  steadiness  to  re- 
sist the  artifices  and  offers  of  persons  of  rank,  who 
spare  nothing  to  effect  their  purpose.  This  young, 
man  suffered  himself  to  be  gained  by  the  princess ; 
her  presents  dazzled  his  senses,  her  promises  cor- 
rupted his  heart,  and  in  conjunction  with  her,  he- 
conspired  against  the  innocence  of  his  friend,  giv* 
ing  the  fullest  assurance,  that  nothing  should  be 
wanting  on  his  part,  to  hasten  the  gratification 
of  her  passion. 

To  make  a  proposal  of  this  nature  to  the  Countj 
was  a  task  full  of  embarrassment.  But  judging 
of  the  disposition  of  his  friend  by  his  own,  and 
supposing  that  he  would  never  resist  the  inviting 
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^en,  which  he  was  commissioned  to  make^  he  at 
length .  ventured  to  open  the  dark  business^  to 
speak  to  him  of  the  princess^  of  the  passionate 
attachment,  which  she  had  conceived  to  him,  and 
of  the  offer,  which  he  was  authorised  to  make  him 
by  her  direction,  of  her  person,   and  the  immense 
treasures,   which  it  was  universally  known,  she 
enjoyed.     On  his  part,  he  promised,  that  the  in- 
trigue should  remain  a  profound  secret ;  that  it 
should  never  injure  his  reputation ;  .and  he  added, 
that  his  friend  must  be  aware  as  well  as  himself, 
that  the  offer  of  such  favours  by  persons  of  so 
eminent  rank,   could  never  be  rejected  with  im- 
punity ;  that  a  woman  of  her  consequence,  whose 
amorous  sallies  should  be  slighted,  was  capable  of 
proceeding  to  any  extremity,  in  order  to  revenge 
the  contempt  so  shown ;  and  that  he  trembled  at 
the  idea  of  those  dangers,  with  which  he  would 
be  threatened,  if  he  should  be  weak  or  imprudent 
enough  not  to  avail  himself  of  the  proposed  occa- 
sion, which  every  one  besides  himself  would  pur- 
chase at  a  great  price.     The  Count  was  so  asto- 
nished at  the  language  of  his  false  friend,  that  he 
did  not  interrupt  him  in  opening  this  singular 
business.  But  having  reflected,  that  he  had  suffered 
him  already  to  proceed  too  far ;  that  temptation 
steals  upon  us  not  less  by  the  hearing  than  the  sight, 
and  that  it  is  always  dangerous  to  listen,  to  what 
cannot  be  proposed,  without  the  commission  of  a 
toj:*.  I.  D 
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crinae^  he  at  loigtili  ^sclaimed :  ^'  What  hare  I 
done  to  ymi^  O  cruel  friend?  Or  rather,  what 
has  God  do&e  to  you,  that  you  should  unite  your 
efforts  with  those  of  his  enemies;  to  destroy  a 
soul,  which  you  know  is  redeemed  by  His  sacred 
blood  ?  He  has  done  as  much  for  your  immortal 
soul ;  and  that  considenition  should  have  diverted 
you  from  making  me  such  a  proposaL  You  may 
say  to  the  princess  what  you  please ;  but  as  for  me^ 
I  solemnly  declare  to  you,  that  I  will  have  no  far- 
ther communication  with  you,  and  that  I  will 
never  have  any  with  her.*'  *  This  firm  declaration, 
was  a  stroke  of  thunder  to  this  perfidious  friend ; 
he  walked  off  in  the  utmost  embarrassment  and 
confusion,  and  was  afterwards  heard  to  say,  that 
his  fortune  was  made,  if  he  could  have  engaged 
the  Count  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the 
princess.  But  he  was  so  far  from  taking  so  fatal 
a  step,  that  from  an  apprehension  of  fresh  as- 
saults, and  from  fear  of  giving  any  countenance 
to  the  enemies  of  his  salvation,  he  redoubled  his 
prayers  and  his  penitential  exercises.  With  sen- 
timents of  self-condemnation,  he  believed,  that  his 
want  of  gratitude  for  the  multiplied  graces  with 
which  he  had  been  favoured,  and  his  deficiency  in 
corresponding  with  the  effects  of  the  Divine  boun- 
ty, had  given  birth  to  these  frightful  temptations. 

*  '  I        I        II    I      —  ■  ,  ,,      I     ;^     ,,  — ^»^gMfc 

♦      Ibid. 
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The  fatal  disorders^  into  which  his  companions  fell^ 
of  which  daily  accounts  reached  him^  inspired  him 
vitfa  a  salutary  distrust  in  his  own  strength :  their 
weakness  reminded  him  of  his  own;    he  consi* 
dered  with  dread  the  dangers  with  which  he  was 
surrounded;    powerful    enemies    without^    more 
dreadful  foes  within  himself,  excited  his  pious 
fears.     From  ihese  reflections  he  formed  a  just 
conclusion  that^  as  God  alone  could  be  his  sup- 
port,  he   had  to  place  in  him  unlimited  confi- 
dence; and  that  this  reliance  on  the  Divine  bounty 
would  be  unavailing,  if  correspondence  should  be 
wanting  on  his  part,  and  if  he  did  not  adhere  to 
him  with  an  exclusive  predilection.     It  is  thus, 
that  all  events  contribute  to  the  advantage  of  those^ 
who  seek  God  with  sincerity  of  heart :  those  trials, 
which  subdue  the  constancy  of  others,  tend  to 
fortify  them  more  securely  in  sentiments  of  Divine 
love ;  and  the  business  of  their  salvation  is  even 
promoted,  by  enemies,    who    had  plotted  their 
ruin.     As  the  young  Count,  with  the  increase  of 
his  austerities,  abated  nothing  of  his  ardour  for 
jitudy,  his  close  application  heated  his  blood  to 
that  degree,  that  he  was  seized  with  a  serious 
jUbiess.    A.  violent  and  continual  fever  brought  his 
life  into  danger,  and  a  dysentery,  which  followed, 
removed  all  hopes  of  his  recovery.*     The  physi- 

*  Cbmrles  Augustus  of  Sales,  ibid. 
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cians  of  Padua^  the  most  skilful  in   Italy^  'were 
employed  without  success;  their  art  discovered 
no  remedy^  equal  to  the  violence  of  the  disorder. 
The   report  of   this  dangerous  illness^    and  the 
reputation  vrhich  Francis  had  gained^   attracted 
the  visits  and  inquiries  of  the  most  distinguished 
persons  of  the  town;  a  general  feeUng  was  excited 
in  favour  of  a  young  nobleman  of  nis  appearance 
and  accomplishments^  destined  to  the  enjoyment  of 
a  great  fortune^  thus  about  to  expire  in  a  foreign 
land^  at  a  distance  from  his  relatives^  and  at  a 
time^  when  he  was  going  to  *eap  the  fruit  of  his 
juvenile  labours  and  pursuits.     He  alone^  insen- 
sible to  these  tmtoward  circumstances^  intent  solely 
on  the  aflTair  of  his  salvation^  calm  and  composed 
at  the  sight  of  the  EMvine  £sivours^  which  he  had 
so  often  experienced^  eager  to  profit  by  the  exhor- 
tations of  the  father  Possevinus/who  never  left 
him^  consoled  his  friends^  and  spoke  of  his  dissolu- 
tion^ as  an  event  which  he  had  more  reason  to  desire 
than  to  dread.     His  disorder  had  now  considerably 
gained  ground^  and  the  hopes  of  life  were  propor* 
tionably  diminished^  when  he  received  the  last 
sacraments^  with  such  transports  of  fervour,  as 
induced  the  spectators  to  apprehend,  that  he  would 
expire  in  that  solenm  act  of  devotion. 

During  this  awful  uncertainty,  his  preceptor, 
who  bore  him  the  mosi;  cordial  aflfection/  was  over- 
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whelmed  with  griefs  on  considering  the  loss^  which 
.fhe  house  of  SaJes^  was  about  to  suffer^  as  well  as 
that. which  so  nearlj^  interested  himself;  for^  from 
the  excellent  dispositions  of  the  County  he  was  in- 
duced to  suppose^  that  he  might  depend  on  unin- 
terrupted protection  and  support.     He^  however, 
so  far  suppressed  his  feelings^  as  to  ask  his  pupil, 
what  directions  he  had  to  give  respecting  his 
remains  in  the  event  of  dissolution.     The  Count 
replied,  that  he  had  always  viewed  with  extreme 
concern,  the  profane  conduct  of  the  students  in 
medicine,  who  were  perpetually  plundering  the 
church-yards  of  dead  bodies  for  anatomical  pur- 
poses ;  that  he  had  witnessed  the  barbarities  and 
.murders,  wjiich  had  taken  place  on  such  occasions, 
between  these  persons   and  the  relatives  of  the 
.cleceased,  who  so  justly  interposed  to  prevent  those 
.  practices ;  that  in  consequence  of  these  horrors,  his 
.  own  directions  were,  that  his  body  should  be  given 
up  for  the  purposes  of  dissection ;  that  he  should  feel 
extremely  happy  at  the  thought,  that  having  been 
useless  during  life,  he  might  be  of  some  service 
after  his  death. 

After  this  charitable  direction,  the  only  one 
which  he  hitd  to  give,  he  appeared  to  think  no 
more  of  the;  afiairs  of  the  world,  but  employed  his 
mind  wholly  in  heavenly  contemplation.  The 
ftight  of  a  happy  eternity,  which  he  expected  from 
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the  mercies  of  God^  ^cited  the  most  ardent^  not 
to  say  impatient  desires^  for  the  short  time  he  had 
to  live ;  but  his  hour  was  not  come ;  and  whfle 
his  attendants  were  waiting  for  the  moment  of  ex*- 
piration^  he  fell  into  a  gentle  sleep^  which  lasted 
a  considerable  time,  when  he  awoke,  free  from 
fever.  His  recovery  was  considered  miraculous ; 
and  v^hat  gave  weight  to  this  opinion,  he  shortly 
regained  his  strength,  and  was  restored  to  perfect 
health.  But  this  event,  which  gave  him  again  to 
the  world,  eventually  contributed  to  separate  him 
from  it  for  ever ;  for  from  that  hour,  he  formed  a 
fixed  resolution  of  renouncing  it,  to  embrace  the  ec- 
clesiastical state.^  It  was  his  firm  conviction,  that 
God  had  restored  him  to  health,  solely  to  employ 
him  in  his  service ;  and  that  he  could  in  no  other 
manner  testify  his  gratitude  for  th^  favour,  than 
by  living  only  for  Him.  Nothing  could  ever  divert 
him  from  the  execution  of  this  purpose ;  and  the 
eourse  of  the  foUovfing  history  will  explain  the 
manner,  in  which  he  carried  it  into  effect. 

He  now  resumed  his  exercises  of  piety  with  Ac 
same  fervour,  and  his  studies  with  the  same  applica^ 
tion.  Having;  in  a  short  time,  completed  his  course^ 
and  passed  his  degrees  preparatory  to  the  rank  df 
doctor,  he  took  the  cap  vrith  the  solemnity  usual  on 

I.  — ■ ^ 

*  Ibid.  '■ 
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those  occasions.  Pancyrola  claimed  the  honour 
of  making  the  complimentary  address^  in  which 
he  spoke  of  him  in  the  most  flattering  terms  of 
commendation^  for  the  brilliant  example  of  virtue^ 
which  he  had  displayed  to  the  whole  university ; 
he  proposed  him  as  a  model  to  the  numerous  por- 
tion of  generous  youths^  who  were  aspiring  to  the 
same  honour^  and  he  ventured  to  predict^  that  he 
would  one  day  become  the  glory  of  his  country^ 
of  the  churchy  and  of  the  illustrious  house  of 
Sales. 

*  The  youog  Count  was  now  twenty-four  years 
old^  and  his  late  illness  had  contributed  to  improve 
his  health  and  appearance.  He  began  to  think  of 
returning  to.Savoy^  in  order  to  avoid  the  dangers^ 
to  which  he  was  necessarily  exposed  in  a  town  so 
corrupted  as  Padua^  when  he  received  an  express 
from  the  Count  of  Sales^  v^th  orders  to  commence 
the  tour  of  Italy.  He  departed  instantly  for 
Ferrara^  and  thence  proceeded  to  Rome^  wh^e 
he  purposed  to  make  a  considerable  stay^  and  en- 
joy the  society  of  those  numerous  friends^  whom 
his  &ther  had  taken  the  precaution  to  secure.f 

Of  this  great  city,  he  surveyed  the  curiosities 
with  ihe  utmost  exactness ;  he  examined  the  anci' 

.  .  ■■  > 

*  1591.  •  t  Ibid. 
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ent  monuments  of  Roman  grandeur^  the  circtrse^^ 
the  theatres,  the  triumphal  arches^  the  trophies, 
the  porticoes^  the  columns,  the  pyramids,  the 
statues,  the  paintings,  and  all  the  splendid  re- 
mains of  departed  greatness,  which  have  escaped 
the  waste  of  time,  and  the  more  destructive  rage 
of  barbarians ;  remains,  by  v^^hich  the  masters  of 
the  Roman  world  hoped  to  secure  immortality  to 
their  names.  But  all  these  monuments  he  viewed, 
with  sentiments,  which  true  piety  usually  inspires. 
He  admired  in  these  wrecks  of  Roman  vanity,  the 
constant  vicissitudes  of  prosperous  and  of  adverse 
fortune ;  the  flourishing  and  the  calamitous  state  of 
mankind ;  the  original,  the  progress,  and  the  de* 
cline  of  empires ;  he  considered  with  much  feel* 
ing,  that  they  rapidly  succeed  to  each  other,  and 
are  formed  of  the  wrecks  of  those,  which  preceded 
them ;  that  the  vanquished  finally  become  masters 
of  those,  by  whom  they  had  been  subdued;  but  that 
amidst  these  vicissitudes  and  continual  revolutions 
to  which  human  afiairs  are  subject,  God  alone  is 
always  the  same,  free,  independent,  ruling  all  things. 
Himself  uncontroled  by  any  law.  He  reflected 
with  astonishment,  how  the  Christian  religion  had 
been  established  on  the  ruins  of  this  powerful 
empire,  which  for  many  ages  had  employed  its 
resources  for  its  destruction ;  and  how  by  various 
and  innumerable-  changes,  Rome,  after  having  been 
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«o  long  the  mistress  of  error^  had  at  length  become 
the  centre  of  truth. 

But  as  he  was  less  intent  to  gratify  curiosity,  how* 
tmr  innocent^  than  to  cherish  piety  and  devotion 
in  his  soul,  and  as  he  viewed  whatever  becomes  an 
object  of  research  to  the  traveller,  more  to  satisfy 
tiie  wishes  of  his  father,  who  had  requested  an 
account  of  his  tour,  his  attention  in  this  illustrious 
city  was  principally  directed  to  the  churches  and 
the  catacombs.     These    are  burying  places,  or 
subterraneous  cavities,  where  the  first  Christians, 
in  times  of  persecution,  interred  the  bodies  of  the 
martyrs,  and  even  celebrated  the  Divine  mysteries. 
At  the  sight  of  those  places,  consecrated  by  the 
piety  of  our  forefathers,  and  watered  vnth  the 
blood  of  so  many  distinguished  witnesses  of  truth, 
who  generously  sacrificed  their  lives  in  defence  of 
that  faith,  of  which  we  are  now  in  the  honourable 
-and  undisturbed  enjoyment,  he  was  invigorated 
wiih  fresh  courage  to  defaid  the  truth  against  its 
enemies ;  he  formed  new  plans  for  the  conversion 
cS  heretics  on  his  return  to  his  own  country; 
and  by  a  secret  preconception,  that  he  was  one 
day  to  be  Bishop  of  that  city,  which  is  the  centre  of 
error^  as  Rome  is  of  truth,  he  made  an  ofiering  to 
God  of  his  fortune,  of  his  time,  of  his  studies,  and 
even  of  his  life,  if,  it  should  be  necessary  for  the 
re-establ^shment  of  the  ancient  religion. 
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On  this  occasion,  lie  experienced  a  veiy  striking 
demonstration  of  a  known  truth,  that  God  never 
forsakes  those  who  seek  him ;  while  he  consignis  to 
destruction  in  a  thousand  different  ways,  those 
whom  he  has  abandoned  to  the  desires  of  their 
hearts.  As  he  was  returning  one  evening,  ex- 
tremely fatigued  with  visiting  these  holy  places^ 
to  a  lodging  which  he  had  taken  on  the  Imnks  c€ 
the  Tiber,  he  found  his  servants  engaged  in  an 
altercation  with  the  landlord.  The  subject  of 
the  dispute  arose,  from  a  peremptory  desire  of 
the  landlord,  that  they  should  go  and  find  an* 
other  lodging,  in  order  to  make  place  for  some 
persons  of  distinction,  whose  equipage  had  just 
arrived.  The  contest  had  been  confined  to 
high  and  animated  language ;  but  the  affair  would 
not  have  terminated  so  easily,  if  the  Count,  who 
was  meekness  itself,  had  not  given  instant  orders^ 
that  the  wishes  of  the  landlord  should  be  gratified* 
It  was  then  necessary  to  look  out  for  another 
lodging ;  and  that  unpleasant  circumstance  was 
by  no  means  an  accommodation  to  the  County  in 
the  state  of  fatigue,  which  he  then  experienced : 
but  God,  permitted  this  event  only  to  deliver  him 
from  a  danger,  in  which  he  must  inevitably  have 
perished.  Scarcely  had  he  reached  a  fresh  lodg- 
ing, when  the  most  tremendous  rain  succeeded, 
which  lasted  the  whole  night ;  the  Tiber,  vHiich 
before  had  been  much  swollen^  overflowed  its  banbi> 
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mnd  carried  away  the  house^  which  he  had  left^  with 
all  its  inhabitants.  Not  a  single  person  was  saved ; 
and  when  the  inundation  had  ceased^  not  a  vestige 
appeared  of  one  of  the  best  inns  in  Rome. 

The  Count  some  days  after  left  Rome^  to  go  to 
Jjoretto^  an  episcopal  town  of  the  ecclesiastical 
fttate^  the  bishopric  of  which  is  united  to  that  of 
Reccanati.  *He  had  engaged  himself  by  vow 
tome  years  before  to  perform  this  journey,  and  he 
now  carried  his  purpose  into  effect^  vnth  his 
usual  piety  ;f  he  there  renewed  the  vow  of  per- 
petual chastity^  which  he  had  made  at  Paris^  and 
the  resolution  which  he  had  formed  at  Padua^ 
of  ei^aging  in  the  ecclesiastical  state.  The  his- 
torians of  his  life^  agree  in  relating^  that  in  this 
venerable  chapel  he  received  from  God,  very  pecu- 
liar graces ;  that  his  mind  was  irradiated  with 
new  l^hts,  and  that  his  heart  was  filled  with 
ardent  charity ;  that  nothing  appeared  to  him  im*' 
possible,  when  the  glory  of  God  and  the  salvation 
of  souls  called  him  to  action. 

'I  After  having  satisfied  his  devotion,  he  departed 
for  Ancona,  a  town  on  the  Adriatic,  with  a  har- 
bour sufficiently  commodious,  with  the  design  of 
proceeding  to  Venice.     He  there  found  a  small 

*  Ckarles  Au^<i  of  Sales,  ibid.        f  Il>i^        t  Ihi<l« 
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vessel^  ready  to  sail.  It  had  been  hired  purposely 
for  a  lady  of  quality;  who  was  going  to  Venice^ 
jattended  by  a  considerable  retiuue  of  senrants  and 
dependants.  She  had  made  this  stipulation  with 
the  master^  who  perhaps  struck  with  the  appear- 
ance  and  manners  of  the  young  County  or  induced 
by  the  hopes  of  gain^  admitted  him  into  the  ship. 
The  lady  by  whom  the  ressel  had  be^i  exclusiydy 
hired^  came  soon  after^  and  percdving  a  certain 
number  of  strangers^  who  belonged  not  to  her 
company^  discovered  much  discomposure^  and 
hastily  desired  the  master  to  dismiss  them.  The 
young  County  in  the  most  civil  manner^  entreated 
her  to  be  permitted  to  take  the  advantage  of  her 
vessel;  he  said^  thathehadonly  three  servants^  and 
but  little  baggage;  that  he  should  not  be  trouble- 
-some ;  that  he  should  be  satisfied  with  any  part  of 
the  vessel^  which  she  should  be  pleased  to  assign; 
that  the  most  inconvenient  part  would  be  good 
enough  for  him^  and  that  he  was  in  great  danger 
of  being  detained  for  a  considerable  time^  if  she  did 
not  allow  him  the  honour  of  sailing  in  h^  vesseL 
The  master  and  his  company^  joined  in  thisrationaT 
request.  But  the  unrelentii^  temper  of  the  lady 
was  not  softened  by  these  entreaties;  she  dismissed 
him  in  disgrace  firom  the  ship^  and  seaned  much 
disposed  to  order  his  baggage  to  be  thrown  into 
theisea.  The  Count  bore  this  affront  with  his 
usual  meekness.     His  precqitor  and  his  servanta 
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discovered  a  d^ee  of  resentment^  wbicfa  they 
were  unable  to  conceal ;  but  the  Count,  with  that 
air  of  tranquillity^  which  never  left  him>  incul- 
eated  to  theot  the  necessity  of  submitting  to  the 
will  of  God ;  he  observed  that  those  things,  which 
bappai  apparently  by  chance,  are  to  be  ascribed 
to  a  particular  order  of  Divine  Providence ;  and 
he  desired  them  to  recollect  what  had  taken  place 
at  Rome^  whai  they  had  been  constrained  to  quit 
their  lodgings.  ''  This  sea/'  added  he,  ^'  is  much 
subject  to  tempests ;  and  all  iwho  leave  this  port^ 
tfe  not  to  expect  to  reach  their  destination." 

The  event  justified  his  prediction.     The  sky 
was  serene^  the  air  tranquil,  the  wind  favourable^ 
tiie  sea  calm;  and  every  circumstance  appeared 
to  promise  a  prosperous  voyage.     Suddenly  after 
their  departure,  the  vnnd  changed  to  a  contrary 
direction,  and  became  extremely  violent ;  the  sky 
was  overcast  with  dark  clouds,  and  a  most  tre- 
mendous storm  took  place.     The  ship  was  exposed 
to  the  fury  of  the  waves,  and  made  the  utmost 
efforts  to  return  to  port,  but  without  success ;  *  it 
gunk  in  the  si^t  of  the  Count  and  his  servants, 
wbo  were  viewing  it  from  the  beach,  and  every^ 
pers<m  on  board  perished. 


*  Charles  Augustus  of  Sales,  ibid. 
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This  mournful  qpectacle  afforded  ihe  Couat 
an  additional  motive^  to  place  all  his  confidence  in 
€rod^  and  to  abandon  himself  without  reserve,  i4B 
the  orders  of  His  Proyidoice.  He  considered 
with  admiration^  how  that  beneficent  Providence 
conducts  all  events  to  their  destined  close^  hy 
vrajs,  which  are  imperceptible  and  unknown  to 
the  prudence  of  m^i ;  how  that^  which  appears 
the  effect  of  chance^  the  fortuitous  result  of 
second  causes^  and  which  seems  contrary  to  all 
the  rules  of  human  wisdom^  is  veiy  wisely  or- 
dained^ and  always  displays  either  the  mercy  or 
the  justice  of  the  Almighty. 

^ In  the  mean  time^  the  tempest  ceased;  the 
air  became  calm^  the  sea  was  unruffled^  and  the 
Count  found  an  opportunity  of  embarking.  The 
hope  of  a  prosperous  voyage^  difiused  joy  amoog 
the  passengers.  The  master,  the  sailws^  and  the 
whole  company^  thought  only  of  amusement  and 
festivity :  the  Count  alone^  whose  preconceptions 
were  seldom  without  foundation^  appeared  pensive^ 
and  took  no  part  in  what  was  passing  in  the  vessel. 
His  preceptor  observed  bis  conduct,  and  asked  for 
an  explanation.  ''  I  am  filled/'  replied  he,  ^^  with 
astonishment,  to  see,  that,  while  a  plank  oidy  of 
an  inconsiderable  thickness,  separates  us  from  the 

*  Ibid. 
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abyas^  these  persons  can  indulge  in  such  excessive 
joy.     We  have  just  witnessed  a  fatal  shipwreck ; 
nothing  can  be  more  subject  to  change  than  the 
sea ;  this  gulph  is  known  to  be  much  exposed  to 
itonns ;  and  who  can  assure  us  that  we  are  not 
threatened  with  a  disaster^  similar  to  that  which 
has  taken  place  before  our  eyes  P  ''  Let  us  address 
our  prayers/'    added  he^    ^^to  Him  who  com- 
mands the  winds  and  the  sea^  and  leave  to  others, 
the  indulgence  of  profane  mirth^  so  little  suitable 
to  the  situation  in  which  we  are  placed."     His 
preceptor,  who  had  a  high  esteem  for  his  virtue, 
and  was  himself  a  man  of  singular  piety,  asked 
him  to  recite  with  him  the  Divine  office.     Scarce 
had  they  begun  their  devotions,  when  the  master^ 
who  observed  their  proceeding,  began  to  turn 
them  into    ridicule,  declaring,  that  monks  and 
devotees  had  always  brought  him  some  disaster. 
The  wind  suddenly  changed,  and  a  storm  scarce 
inferior  in  violence,  to  that  which  had  before  hap« 
pened,  shortly  took  place.    The  mirth,  which  had 
prevailed  on  board,  was  now  converted  into  fear 
and  despair ;  not  one  of  the  passengers  wa^  so 
preposterously  bold,  as  to  decline  the  resource  of 
fervent   prayer.      The  master,  persisting  in  his 
aavage   conduct,    and  uttering  the  most  horrid 
blasphemies,  declared   that  his  predictions  had 
be^n  verified ;  that  these  reciters  of  long  prayers 
had  brought  on  the  storm,  and  that  they  ought  ix^ 
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be  thrown  into  the  sea.  The  Counfi  preceptor, 
whose  feelings  were  naturally  acute,  was  much, 
struck  at  his  insolrace ;  and  wished  to  make  some 
reply,  and  reproTe  him  for  his  blasphemies ;  but  the 
Count  checked  him  in  the  attempt,  by  obsenrin^ 
that  any  remonstrance  would  serye  only  to  exas^ 
perate  the  evil;  and  suffered  with  incredible 
patience  the  injurious  language,  which  he  ccm* 
tinned  to  hold. 

The  ship  was  however  preserved  from  the  Tio* 
lence  of  the  sea;  the  storm  ceased,  and  the  company 
arrived  safe  at  the  harbour  of  Catholica.  The 
master  could  not  conceal  the  joy,  which  he  expe- 
rienced on  his  wonderful  escape  from  the  danger 
he  had  encountered ;  and  the  Count  availed  him* 
self  of  this  moment  of  transport,  to  reprove  him 
for  the  blasphemies  which  he  hid  uttered.  He 
spoke  to  him  with  much  energy  on  the  subject^ 
and  at  the  same  time,  vnth  great  mildness.  The 
brutal  disposition  of  this  man,  did  not  prevrat  him 
from  observing,  that  the  Count,  insensible  to  every 
consideration,  but  the  offence  against  God^  said 
nothing  of  the  personal  injuries  against  himself; 
he  could  not  but  admire  such  consummate  mode- 
ration ;  he  accused  himself  of  what  the  Count 
had  omitted  to  lay  to  his  charge,  he  cast  himself  at 
his  feet,  humbly  asked  his  pardon,  and  promised 
to  amend  his  conduct.     It  is  thus  that  a  season*' 
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able  and  gentle  reproof  is  generally  attended  with 
the  desired  effect.  An  inattention  to  the  circum- 
itance  of  time^  and  a  hasty  manner^  will  render  all 
reprehrasion  wholly  useless.  There  is  no  remedy^ 
which  a  patient  may  not  be  induced  to  take^  if 
the  unpleasant  bitterness^  which  accompanies  it/be 
dcilfully  removed. 

The  company  soon  embarked  again^  and  arrived 
safe  at  Venice.  The  Count  staid  there  long  enough 
to  survey  the  curiosities  of  that  celebrated  city^ 
and  to  be  enabled  to   comply  with  his  father's 
'  wishes  in  giving  an  exact  relation  of  what  he 
observed.*   There  are  few  cities  in  the  world  more 
frequented  by  foreigners ;  whose  attention  is  at- 
tracted by  the  striking  situation  of  the  place^  its 
extent^  its   magnificence^    and  the  uncontrolled 
liberty,  which  there  prevails.     The  Count  there 
met  some  gentlemen  of  Savoy  and  Piedmont,  who 
like  himself^  had  been  induced  to  visit  this  place,, 
so  distinguished  by  its  curiosities.      They  were 
subjects  of  the  same  prince,  and  they  soon  formed 
an  acquaintance ;  but  the  Count  perceiving  that, 
they  indulged  in  the  dissipation  and  debauchery, 
which  prevail  with  less  restraint  at  Venice  than  in 
other  places,  was  soon  led  by  the  gravity  of  his 
manners  to  break  off  a  connection,  which  was  acci- 


•*T' 
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dentally  formed^  and  by  no  means  supported  by  a 
similitude  of  dispositions.  One  of  the  number 
gained  his  confidence;  but  not  having  sufficient 
strength  to  avoid  the  fatal  occasions  of  vice,  and 
to  resist  the  torrent  of  example^  he  soon  proved 
unworthy  of  his  friendship.  The  Count  received 
information^  w^hich  left  no  doubt  of  the  fact^  that 
unable  to  resist  the  arts  of  bad  company^  he  had 
spent  the  night  in  a  place  of  debauchery^  which 
had  been  the  scene  of  every  excess ;  he  accordingly 
determined  to  have  no  farther  communication  vnth 
a  person  of  his  character.  But  still  entertaining 
great  compassion  for  a  soul^  in  which  he  had  ob- 
served great  indications  of  virtue^  he  resolved  to 
spare  no  pains  to  rescue  him  from  the  danger^  in 
which  he  was  involved.  He  spoke  to  him  with 
great  energy  on  the  fatal  effects  of  impurity ;  on 
the  punishment^  which  God  inflicts  on  this  vice^ 
both  in  this  and  the  next  life;  on  final  impenitence, 
which  is  a  very  general  consequence  of  this  sin, 
where  the  habit  is  completely  formed;  on  the  blind* 
ness  and  hardness  of  hearty  which  are^  its  insepar- 
able attendants;  finally^  he  expatiated  on  everj 
topic,  which  was  likely  to  produce  any  effect  on 
a  soul^  that  still  retains  any  fear  of  God;  but  he 
particularly  dwelt  on  the  severe  judgments^  which 
are  pronounced  against  those,  who  indulge  in  such 
irregularities.. 
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6od  blened  the  chanty  of  the  Count  with 
mccess  in  this  undertaking;  and  the  youi^  man^ 
bftiie  united  effect  of  Divine  grace^  and  rach  pious 
endearours^  was  reclaimed  to  a  sense  of  duty,  did 
penance  in  a  manner  proportioned  to  the  extent  of 
Ui  crime,  and  left  Venice,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
dceasions,  which  might  have  produced  a  relapse 
into  his  former  disorders. 

*The  Count  likevrise  left  Venice  soon  after ; 

and  having  completed  his  tour  of  Italy,  arrived 

stfe  at  the  Castle  of  Tuille,  where  his  family,  ap* 

prised  of  his  return,  had  gone  to  receive  him.     It 

would  be  difiBcult  to  describe  the  joy  of  the  Count 

and  Countess  of  Sales  on  this  interesting  occasion. 

Hie  accounts,  ^hich  they  had  received  of  their 

son,  and  their  own  observations  contributed  equally 

to  enhance  their  gratification.     He  was  at  that 

time  twenty-six  years  old;  and  it  may  safely  be 

pronounced,  that  it  would  not  have  been  easy  to 

find  a  man  more  accomplished.     In  person  he  was 

tali  and  well  proportioned ;  his  constitution  was 

strong,  his  voice  sonorous,  his  features  r^ular, 

Iiis  appearance  engaging ;  and  a  general  mildness, 

which  marked  his  countenance  and  his  manners, 

reediMred  the  impression  in  his  favour  irresistible. 

The  prepress  of  this  narrative,  and  the  succeeding 
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parts  of  this  history^  will  incontestably  prove^  that 
this  is  by  no  m^ns  a  flattering  portrait.*    His  mind 
corresponded  with  the  attractions  of  his  person; 
his  parts  were  solid^  lively  and  penetrating;  and 
he  had  neglected  no  species  of  culture,  which  could 
improve  their  natural  vigour.       He  was  well  vers- 
ed in  lai^ages,  in  philosophy,  in  theology,  in  the 
canon  and  civil  laws ;    and  so  far  from  having 
n^lectedthe  study  of  polite  literature,  and  of 
eloquence,  he  had  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  mas^- 
ters,  who  had  taught  him  the  secret  of  the  difficult 
art  of  persuasion^-  and  had -made  such  a  progress^ 
as  assuredly  rendered  him  one  of  the  most  eloquent 
men  of  his  age.  .  He  spoke  in  public  in  the  most 
graceful  manner,  and  won  by  his  mild  and  insi- 
nuating address,  those  whom  his  public  discourses 
were,  unable  to  soften.     The  applause  which  he 
received  at  Paris,  and  at  the  jcourt  of  France,  the 
very  intricate .  kinds  of  business  which  he  con- 
ducted with  success,  the  seventy-two  thousand  Cal- 
vinistSif  whom  l^e  converted,  will  remove  all  doubt 
concerning  the  truth, .  of  what  is  here  advanced. 
His  profound  humility  induced  him  to  conceal  a 
part  of  his  great  talents,  and  to  rob  himself  of  the 
glory  due  to  his  acquirements.     The  artless  sim- 


*    Letter  of  the  Mother  de  Chantal,    to   Ae    R«t. 
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''plicity  of  his  appearance^  a  coptinual  atteniioii  to 
do  nothing  for  the  purpose  of  attracting  the  esteem 
of  men^  his  retired  manner  of  life>  which  excluded 
all  noise  ^d  splendor^  have  concealed  from  pub- 
lic tiew  a  great  share  of  his  eminent  qualities ;  but 
the  readers  of  this  history  will  find  sufficient  proof 
to  convince  them^  that  he  was  one  of  the  greatest 
prelates  that  God  ever  bestowed  on  his  church. 
As  however  the  saint  is  not  formed  by  the  external 
'  graces  of  person^  not  even  by  the  qualities  of  the 
mind,  but  by  the  good  use^  which  is  made  of  the 
gifts  of  God,  it  becomes  necessary  to  add,  that  the 
heart  of  Francis  was  upright,  pure,  without  guile, 
sincere  and  disinterested,  perfectly  submissive  to 
the  orders  of  Divine  Providence ;  that  he  inva- 
riably ^  sought  God  in  all  things ;  that  his  grand 
cencem  was  to  please  Him ;  that  he  was  raised  far 
abovie  the  mean  desire  of  flattering  the  vanity  or 
the  passions  of  men;  that  he  was  generous,  in- 
frej^id,  willing  to  face  the  most  imminent  dangers, 
'^^  incapable  of  yielding  to  the  impressions  of  fear, 
^en  when  death  was  in  view,  and  that  his  conduct 
^^*t«  mariked  with  that  meekness,  which  no  provo- 
^Maon  could  ever  sUbdue.     Among  these  striking 
qualities^  not  one  is  so  generally  ascribed  to  him, 
^    ♦h«  last.     But  it  is  universally  known,  that  it 
*  ^^^^9  Ijy^  no  means  his  natural  disposition,  but  that 
^  ^«id  acquired  it  with  much  difficulty,  and  after 
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many  combats  aad  victories  over  himself.  We 
have  his  own  authority  for  relating^  that  he  was 
naturally  warm  and  passionate ;  indeed  a  certain 
fire  aad  impetuosity  observable  in  his  writings^ 
place  the  fact  beyond  a  doubt ;  and  the  petrifaction 
of  his  gall,  which  was  discovered  after  his  death; 
Was  considered  as  an  incontestable  proof  of  the 
violence^  which  he  had  o&red  to  his  own  temper. 
But  by  long  application  in  the  School  of  a  God, 
who  was  meek  and  humble  of  heart,  he  learned  this 
perfection.  He  made  that  his  favourite  Tirtue^ 
which  cost  him  the  most  labour,  and  to  which  his 
natural  inclinations  were  the  least  disposed.  Grace 
bestowed  what  nature  had  withheld.  It  must  abso* 
lutely  have  transformed  him  into  a  new  man ;  Init 
nothing  is  impossible  to  grace,  if  it  finds  access  to 
such  a  docile  heart,  as  Solomon  asked  of  Godj 
when  he  ranked  it  among  the  greatest  blessings, 
which  could  be  conferred.  From  these  prineipki, 
and  from  this  source  have  sprung  those  virtuous 
actions,  those  holy  projects,  those  elevated  ino<* 
tives^  whidi  the  reader  must  ahready  have  remafkfd, 
and  which  will  appear  in  still  greater  lustr^j  Iq  tbe 
course  of  the  following  history.    > 

*  Scarce  had  Francis  of  Sales  reeoveri^  from  t]lM& 
fatigue  of  his  travels,  when  the  Count,  bis  fiitllfirf 
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suggested  to  bim  the  propriety  of  going  to  Annecy , 
to  pay  his^  respects  to  Claud  Granier^  the  bishop  of 
Geneva.    This  was  a  pious  and  learned  prelate, 
endowed  with  apostolic  meekness  and  simplicity, 
who  directed  the  whole  force  of  his  mind  to  the 
fiwctions  of  the  sacred  ministry,  and  was  an  inti- 
imite  friend  of  the  Count  and  Countess  of  Sales. 
Possessed  neither  of  costly  furniture,  nor  equipage, 
and  holding  in  profound  contempt  the  pomp  and 
spIendor,which  have  been  introduced  into  the  church 
in  the  latter  ages,  he  still  gained  the  respect  and 
reverence  of  all  classes ;    to   the  clergy,  to  the 
nobility,  and  to  the  people,  he  was  an  object  of 
Teneration ;  and  without  any  other  recommenda- 
tion, but  what  he  derived  from  his  character,  he 
governed  that  great  diocese,  with  an  authority 
^ich  tmnporal  advantages  could  never  ensure. 
He  received  the  young  Count  in  that  kind  and  affa- 
ble mMiner^  which  accompanied  every  action  of  his 
life ;  be  conversedlong  with  him^  and  conceived*such 
m  esteem  for  his  character,  that  he  b^gan  to  wuih 
for  a  successor,  who  should  be9r  a  resemblance 
iQ  him.    The  venerable  bishop  was  struck  virith 
Hbe  appearance  of  his  youth,  which  was  dignified 
^tb  m  uncommon  degree  of  knowledge,  and  with 
Wiy  gfcat  natural  and  acquired  qualitie^^  and  at 
iks  mme  time,  displayed   th^t  *  modesty,   that 
l£afiry&  that  character  of  virtue  and  discretion^ 
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i^^liich  strongly  marked  his  actions  and  Ws  conver- 
sation. .  ^ 


The  interview  which  had  already  lasted  'Some 

time,  would  not  have  been  soon  interrupted,  if 

the  bishop  had  not  been  told  that  his  theologians 

Vere  assembled,  and  that  they  were  waiting  for  his- 

Lordship,  in  order  to  commepce  the  examination  of 

some  candidates  for  vacant  benefices.     This  able 

and  prudent  prelate,  made  choice  of  none  for  such 

places,  but  those  who  were  properly  qualified; 

virtue  and  learning  formed  the  sole  recommenda* 

tion,  to  which  he  paid  any  regard.     The  yOUng 

Count  vnshed  to  retire,  as  he  thought  it  not  be- 

coitning  that  a  laymaii,  with  a  sword  by  his  side^ 

should  make  his  appearaitce  in  such  an  assembly  ; 

but  the  holy  bishop'  detained  him,  and  placed  him 

in  a  seat  next  to  his  own.     '^  Perhaps,**  said  he, 

''  you  vtiU  not  be  so  useless  as  you  imagine/  in 

resolving    questions  which  may   be  proposed.** 

The  discussion  began,  and  as  it  frequently  hap* 

piens  on  siich  occasions,  there  was  much  diversity 

of  sentiment  on  certain  questions,  which  produced 

an  animated  dispute.    The  Count  listened  with 

great  attention,  but  without  discovering  any  indi* 

cation  of  a  wish  to  deliver  his  sentiments!*    The 

bishop  hoveever  called  for  his  opinion,  he  modesl^ 


*  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales,  ibid. 
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declined  to  give  it ;  but  as  the  invitation  v^as  re- 
peated^ he  unfolded  the  difficulty  proposed  with 
such  penetration  and  neatness^  that  the  whole  com- 
pany followed  his  decision.  The  surprize  was 
greats  to  see  a  young  nobleman^  who  was  supposed 
to  be  engaged  in  pursuits  congenial  to  his  rank^ 
capable  of  resolving  difficulties^  which  had  per- 
plexed so  many  doctors.  The  bishop  said  to  him^ 
^'  I  had  reason^  sir^  to  say,  that  your  presence  would 
not  be  so  useless,  as  your  modesty  induced  you  to 
suppose."  *  After  the  conference  was  concluded^ 
be  observed^  to  those  who  were  present,  that  this 
youi^  nobleman  had  too  much  virtue  and  learning, 
to  remain  long  in  the  world ;  that  he  felt  a  pre- 
conception, that  he  would  one  day  be  his  successor, 
aqd  that  he  hoped  God  in  his  goodness  would 
bestow  such .  a  favour  on  his  diocese.  This  re- 
flection rendered  the  Count  extremely  dear  to  the 
worthy  bishop,  who  always  called  him  his  son; 
^  from  that  period  a  connection  of  the  most  in- 
^ate  nature  subsisted  between  them,  which  was 
^ssolved  only  by  the  death  of  that  excellent 
Pi*elate. 

fiut  the  Count  of  Sales  had  very  different  views 
'^  the  establishment  of  his  son ;  his  plan  was  to 
^"feage  him  in  the  world  by  marriage,  and  by  pro- 


*  Ibid. 
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curing  for  him  the  rank  of  senator^  in  the  senate 
of  ChambeTry ;  a  dignity,  which  he  hoped  to  be 
soon  able  to  ensure.  For  this  reason,  he  made 
him  a  proposal  to  go  and  commence  ^vocate  in 
the  senate  of  Savoy ;  he  gave  him  letters  for  this 
purpose  to  the  celebrated  Antony  Favre,  a  man 
of  senatorian  rank,  who  was  closely  connected 
vrith  the  house  of  Sales,  and  b^ged  this  eminent 
magistrate,  to  concur  with  his  son  in  the  attain* 
ment  of  his  object. 

Such  a  plan  was  by  no  means  agreeable  to  the 
secret  intentions  of  the  young  Count,  nor  com- 
patible with  the  engagement  which  he  had  made 
to  God,  with  the  vow  of  perpetual  chastify  by 
which  he  had  bound  himself  at  Paris,  and  which 
he  had  renewed  at  Loretto,  nor  with  the  resolu*- 
tion,  with  which  he  believed  the  Almighty  had 
inspired  him  of  embracing  the  ecclesiastical  state. 
He  was  fully  determined  to  accomplish  these 
obligations ;  and  believed  that  his  object  might 
he  compassed  with  more  facility,  as  the  Count  of 
Sales  had  several  younger  children,  who  would 
hasten  to  possess  the  advantages,  which  he  had 
predetermined  to  relinqiush.  But  the  peculiar 
r^rd,  which  he  felt  for  his  father,  did  not  per- 
mit him  at  that  time,  to  oppose  his  designs.  Hp 
believed  that  he  might  take  the  step  required^ 
without  detriment  to  the  resolution,  which  he  had 
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formed  of  dedicating  himself  T¥holIj  to  God^  and 
thM^  a  future  opportunity  would  arrive,  when 
he  might  came  to  an  explanation  with  his 
father. 

*  With  these  views  he  proceeded  to  Chambeny. 
Antony  Favre^  who  was  the  greatest  ornament  of 
the  smate  of  Savoy,  and  was  afterwards  its  first 
pregident,  received  him  with  that  attention,  due 
to  the  son  of  his  dearest  friends.  He  furnished 
him  with  apartmoits  in  his  house,  and  allotted  to 
him  several  hours  of  his  time  in  the  day,  to  pre- 
pare bim  for  his  admission  to  the  honour,  of  whic|i 
he  was  in  pursuit.  He  imagined  that  the  young 
Count  would  be  in  g^eat  want  of  his  assistance; 
bvt  he  found  that  his  calculation  was  erroneous. 
He  therefore  introduced  him  without  delay  tp 
Pobel,  the  first  president,  and  to  the  whole  sepale; 
^  received  him  with  every  mark  of  esteem,  aa^ 
commissiofled  the  senator  Crassus,  to  uncli^rtal^ 
thi  task  of  his  examination.  This  was  perfii^rBM^ 
^nith  the  utmost  rigour ;  but  that  circum^tiuic^ 
a^r^e^  oply  to  place  his  abilities  in  a  more  ^ii* 
a^cuous  light.  For  Crassus  made  a  very  advan- 
tageous report  to  the  senate  o£  the  result  of  his 
F$9earehes,  and  the  young  Count  was  admitted  to 
ti^  rank  of  advocate  with  an  unusual  degree  of 


Ibid. 
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applause.  On  the  day  o^  his  reception^  he  ha- 
rangued the  senate  in  a  strain  oT  eloquence^  which 
excited  universal  admiration ;  f  and  the  rumour 
which  had  been  circulated^  that  he  was  soon  to 
be  honoured  with  the  dignity  pf  senator^  attracted 
congratulations  from  every  quarter.  But  God^ 
who  had  different  designs  on  him^  gave  him  an 
ample  compensation  for  the  privation  of  this  ho- 
nour, in  his  intimate  connection  with  the  senator 
Antony  Favre.  This  distinguished  magistrate^ 
usirally  known  by  the  title  of  Baron  of  Perogei, 
was  a  native  of  Bourges^  in  the  province  of  Bresse  ; 
he  had  studied  at  Turin^  under  the  celebrated 
Anthony  Manucius;  and  such  were  his  attain* 
mentsy  that  he  was  deservedly  ranked  among  the 
greatest  men  of  his  age.  On  his  return  to  Savoj, 
his  merit  made  him  known  to  the  Duke  his  Sove* 
reign>  yho  gave  him  very  considerable  ^nploy^ 
ments.  The  manner  in  which  he  had  discharged 
the  functions  annexed  to  these^  led  to  higher  pro- 
motion. He  was  chief  justice  of  Bresse^  before 
the  union  of  that  province  to  France ;  president 
of  the  council  of  Genevois^  senator,  and  finally^ 
president  of  the  senate' of  Chamberiy.  The  most 
secret  transactions  of  the  state  were  entrusted  to 
his  management;  and  he  invariably  conducted 
them  with  that  integrity  and  prudence,  which  con- 

"'      '  '  ■  ■  '-  IIMH.— — — ^^1        1 

t  Ibid. 
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stantly  ensured  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his 
sovereign.    The  works  with  which  he  has  fa- 
voured the  worlds  are  incontestable  monuments  of 
his  knowledge.     His  piety  corresponded  with  bis 
talents ;  and  this  degree  of  merit  produced  such 
sa  intimate  connection  with  Francis  of  Sales^  as 
fioev^  could  ever  dissolve.     The  effects  of  this 
friendship  will  appear  in  the  fallowing  history. 

The  young  County  a  few  days  after  his  admission 
to  the  rank  of  advocate^  left  Chamberry;  but  on 
lu8  return  he  experienced  in  the  wood  of  Sonnas  an 
accident^  which  deserves  to  be  recorded.     As  he 
was  engaged  in  close  conversation  with  his  pre- 
uspioTj  who  has  already  been  mentioned^  his  horse 
suddenly  stumbled  to  tiiat  degree^  that  though  an 
experienced  horseman^  he  was   brought  to  the 
ground.*      The,   same    circumstance    happened 
thrice  before  he  left  the  wood^  though  he  expe- 
rienced no  hurt  or  inconvenience  from  the  fall ; 
but  as  oft^i  as  he  attempted  to  place  himself  again 
on  horseback^  he  observed  that  the  violence  of  his 
fidl  had  shaken  his  sword   from  ^e  scabbard^ 
that  the  scabbard  was  separated  from  the  belt^f 
and  that  at  each  time  the  sword  and  scabbard 
fpnned  a  cross  as  exactly^  as  if  they  had  been  de^ 
«ignedly  placed  in  that  position. 


mm 


•  Ibid.  t  Ibid. 


^8  THE  Line  OF  8T.  FRAMIS 

Francis  perceived  fbe  eircumfttance^  and  told 
his  preceptor  to  remark  it :  he  was  at  that  Hsht, 
and  indeed  in  every  part  of  his  life  extremely  re« 
mote  from  superstition;  but  his  attention  vraa 
constantly  directed  to  every  event,  which  by  any 
construction  could  indicate  the  Divine  will.  He 
believed  that  God  had  su^ested  to  him  by  this  cir- 
cumstance, which  is  indeed  somewhat  singular,  that 
he  was  not  to  proceed  in  forming  any  engagement 
in  the  world;  that  he  was  called  to  follow  the 
Cross ;  and  that  this  extraordinary  adventure  was 
permitted  for  the  purpose  of  reminding  him  of  the 
resolution,  which  he  had  formed  of  leaving  the 
world,  and  of  embracing  the  ecclesiastical  state. 
He  now  for  the  first  time  communicated  his  design 
to  his  preceptor^  begged  him  to  open  it  to  the 
Count  of  Sales,  and  to  omit  no  means  in  his  power 
to  obtain  his  consent. 

The  very  exemplary  piety,  which  had  hitherto 
shone  in  the  conduct  of  Francis,  might  have  pre- 
pared the  preceptor,  to  hear  such  a  proposal  with- 
out surprise;  he  was  however  as  much  embar* 
rassed  with  it,  as  if  he  had  never  had  any  reasoa 
to  expect  such  an  occurrence.  Ashe  was  a  man 
distinguished  by  piety  and  learning,  he  was  afraid 
on  one  side  of  opposing  the  will  of  Grod,  by  di- 
verting the  young  Count  from  the  execution  of 
his  design ;  on  the  other  hand,  his  attachment  to 
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the  house  of  Sales  was  strongs  and  be  could  not 

be  induced  to  approve  a  resolution,  which  defeated 

all  the  views  of  that  illustrious  familv  in  the  edu* 

eatron  of  the  young  Count.     His  embarrassment 

mide  him  observe  at  first  a  profound  silence ;  he 

Ycutured  at  length  to  speak,  and  represent  the 

deep  affliction^   into  which  such  a  plan  would 

plunge  the  Count  and  Countess  of  Sales^  together 

with  the  whole  family^  who  looked  up  to  him  as 

their  future  support ;  that  with  this  view  he  had 

attained  every  accomplishment,  which  his  studies 

and  travels  could  supply;  that  no  expence  had 

been  spared  to  qualify  him  to  support  the  dignity 

of  his  illustrious  house;  that  they  had  every  reason 

to  depend  upon  him^  as  he  was  the  eldest  son,  and 

WB»  possessed  of  every  quality  necessary  to  realize 

the  great  hopes^   which  had  been  conceived  of 

his  future  eminence.     In  addition  to  these  motives 

of  interest^  the  preceptor  proceeded  to  observe^ 

with  much  energy,  that  the  designation  of  children 

to  way  particuhur  state,  by  the  will  of  parents,  must 

evter  be  considered  as  &  vocation  from  heaven, 

wh^n  such  a  state  is  not  incompatible .  with  a  due 

r^^d  to  religion  and  the  salvation  of  their  souls; 

thtttGod^  who  is  not  less  the  author  of  nature  than 

of  graCe^  never  indicates  his  adorable  will  with 

mote  certainty  and  effect,  than  by  the  natural  order 

of  thitags^  when  it  is  properly  attended  to ;  that  in 

every  period  of  the  worlds  the  eldest  sons  have 
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been  destined  to  support  and  perpetuate  families^  of 
which  they  are  justly  considered  the  leading  mem- 
bers ;  that  if  it  is  not  lawful  for  children  to  dis- 
pose of  any  part  of  the  property^  appropriated  to 
their  use^  in  opposition  to  the  will  of  their  parentSj, 
much  less  «an  it  be  endured^  thi^t  they  should  dis- 
pose of  their  persons^  in  defiance  of  their  wishes^ 
and  in  a  manner  incompatible  with  the  general 
good  of  their  families ;  that  nothing  is  more  es- 
sentially  the  real  property  of  parents,  than  the  chil- 
dren>  whom  they  have  brought  into  life;  that 
their  right  in  this  instance  is  clearly  inalienable  ; 
and  that  no  one  should  adopt  the  fatal  opinion, 
that  a  vain  imagination,  perhaps  a  capricious  sally, 
which  may  be  followed  by  repentance,  can  ever 
justify  him,  in  withdrawing  himself  from  that  sub- 
jection>  which  originates  in  nature,  or  the  order 
established  by  God.  With  the  same  force,  hQ 
continued  to  remark,  that  persons  with  the  best 
intentions,  are  often  deceived  in  their  choice  of  a 
state  of  life;  that  a  man  might  imagine  he  was 
obeying  the  dictates  of  heaven,  when  in  reality  he 
was  gratifying  his  own  inclinations ;  that  self-love 
is  always  to  be  distrusted ;  that  it  assumes  every 
form,  and  insinuates  itself  imperceptibly  inta  the 
best  purposes^  where  it  is  little  expected  to  reside ; 
that  many  persons  who  believe  they  are  renouncing 
the  world,  become  in  fact  more  devoted  to  them- 
selves ;  that  after  every  consideration  which  coul4 
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lie  giTen  to  the  business^  he  did  not  believe^  that 
in  (»der  to  belong  to  God^  and  obtain  eternal  hap- 
]^nes8^  it  was  necessary^  in  opppsition  to  the  wishes 
of  parents^   bjr  whom  he  was  tepderly  beloved^ 
to  embrace  the  ecclesiastical  state ;  that  all  Chris- 
tians^ as  such;  without  adding  to  the  obligations 
of  the  state^  in  which    Divine  Providence  had 
placed  them^  are  called  to  the  practice  of  superior 
sanctity ;  that  the  Gospel  is  the  most  perfect  of  all 
codeS;  and  that  it  is  sufficient  to  follow  its  rules 
I       implicitly^  to  become  a  great  saint ;  that  it  is  a 
gross  mistake  to  imagine^  that  salvation  is  unat- 
tainable in  the  world;  that  Heaven  is  peopled  with 
saints^  who  had  liv^d  in  public  life ;  that  as  for 
him^  he  had  less  reason  to  relinquish  the  comforts 
of  society^   as  God  had  made  him  the  heir  of  a 
family^  distinguished  by  its  piety^  in  which  he  had 
always  observed^  and  would  continue  to  witness 
the  brightest  examples  of  virtue ;  and  that  so  far 
from  being  exposed  to  occasions  of  ruin^  he  would 
find  very  serious  obstacles  in  his  way^  if  ever  he 
should  be  unfortunately  disposed^  to  indulge  in 
irre^lari<y  and  vice.     To  reasons^  which  may  be 
fliought  sufficiently  numerous  and  powerful^  the 
preceptor  still  added^  that  it  would  be  a  siugular 
occurrence^  if  all  virtuous  persons  were  to  adopt 
the  fancy  of  leaving  the  world;  that  mankind 
stood  in  need  of  striking  examples^  of  persont 
rot.  I.  F 
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possessed  of  sufficient  fortitude  to  resist  the  torrent 
of  corruption  and  of  custom ;  that  so  far  from  ap- 
proving his  resolution,  from  a  desire  of  belonging 
entirely  to  God,  that  circumstance  induced  him  to 
combat  it,  because,  by  remaining  in  the  worlds 
>¥ith  the  noble  sentiments^  which  the  Almighty  had 
given  him,  he  would  both  sanctify  himself^  and 
prove  instrumental  in  the  sanctification  of  others : 
that  St.  Lewis,  St.  Henry,  St.  Edward,  the  blessed 
Amadeus,  Duke  of  Savoy,  and  thousands  of 
others,  who  were  born  to  Sovereignty,  had  found 
in  the  world  such  obstacles  to  their  salvation,  as 
possibly  would  not  occur  elsewhere,  and  still  had 
become  very  eminent  saints;  that  assuredly  he 
might  securely  walk  in  the  steps  of  such  distin- 
guished guides ;  and  that  he  advised  him  with  all 
the  ardor  of  friendship  to  follow  their  example,  and 
to  show  a  more  delicate  regard  for  a  father  and 
mother,  by  whom  he  was  tenderly  beloved,  than  to 
adopt  a  resolution  which  was  sufficient  to  embitter 
and  shorten  their  days. 

The  young  Count,  who  had  imaginied  that  his 
preceptor,  a  priest,  a  doctor  of  divinity,  and  a  man 
of  eminent  piety,  could  never  disapprove  the  choice 
of  that  state,  in  which  himself  was  engaged,  was 
not  a  little  surprised  to  hear  him  so  forcibly  combat 
the  resolution  which  he  had  taken,  of  leaving  the 
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world  to  live  only  for  God,  and  to  ensure  his  sal- 
Tation.  He  looked  at  him  with  that  enchanting 
meekness,  which  was  always  found  irresistible,  and 
not  doubting  that  if  he  could  convince  him  of  the 
propriety  of  his  choice,  such  a  person  might  be 
rendered  instrumental  in  gaining  the  approbation 
of  ihe  Count  and  Countess  of  Sales,  who  shewed 
him  peculiar  confidence,  he  began  to  reproach  him 
in  the  most  gentle  and  friendly  manner.  '^  What  !*' 
exclaimed  he,  ^^  Can  you  blame  a  resolution,  which 
you  have  yourself  adopted  ?  You  separated  your- 
self from  the  world;  and  do  you  think  of  forcing 
jne  into  that  turbulent  scene,  when  I  have  formed 
a  plan  of  retreating  ?  You  did  not  imagine  that 
you  could  save  your  soul  in  the  world,  and  still 
you  would  wish  me  to  try  the  experiment,  who 
have  so  much  less  virtue  than  yourself  Where 
is  the  Evangelical  precept,  which  obliges  you 
to  love  your  neighbour  as  yourself?  Where  is 
the  tenderness  of  a  father,  and  the  sincerity  of 
a  friend?*' 

His  preceptor,  who  bore  him  the  most  cordial 
aflfection,  felt  the  force  of  his  reproaches,  and 
wished  to  interrupt  him ;  but  the  young  Count 
had  now  entered  with  warmth  into  the  subject, 
and  would  ifibrd  him  no  opportunity  of  renewing 
remonstrances.      He  replied  very  distinctly  to 
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eveiy  topic,  which  had  been  used  to  oppose  his 
design^  and  closed  his  address  in  the  follo\nng 
manner :  "  BeUeve  me,  I  know  myself  but  too 
well ;  it  is  true  I  am  young ;  but  I  clearly  see, 
that  the  advantages  of  nature,  and  of  fortune,  to 
which  you  have  alluded,  serve  to  increase  the  dan- 
gers, to  which  we  are  all  but  too  much  exposed, 
with  respect  to  the  important  business  of  salva- 
tion. Those  with  which  I  am  surrounded,  are 
vnthout  number;  many  are  open  to  my  view; 
others  lie  more  concealed.  I  know  full  well  that 
I  possess  real  virtue,  but  in  desire ;  and  that  I  carry 
within  me  the  sources  of  seduction  and  disorder, 
which  need  not  be  increased  by  the  blandishments 

I 

of  the  world,  in  which  you  wish  to  engage  me  for 
life.  And  of  what  avail  will  all  my  endeavours  be, 
if  I  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lose  my  soul? 
There  is  one  clear  and  undeniable  fact  to  be  op-  ■ 
posed  to  the  whole  of  your  reasoning,  which  is, 
that  God  has  long  given  me  a  rooted  aversion  for 
the  enjoyments  of  the  world;  He  has  favoured  me.  , 
with  the  grace  of  preferring  His  fear  and  His  love 
to  every  other  consideration.  Do  not  oppose  the 
execution  of  a  design  which  He  has  inspired. 
Rather  advance  a  step  farther ;  assist  me  in  car- 
rying it  into  effect;  and  as  I  foresee  that  the 
greatest  obstacles  will  arise  from  those  to  whom  I 
am  indebted  for  my  existence,  and  to  whom,  after 
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God,  I  owe  the  greatest  respect,  labour  to  gain 
them,  and  spare  me  the  paiu  of  taking  any  step, 
which  might  be  followed  by  tlieir  displeasure." 

The  preceptor  was  extremely  affected  with  the 
jouDg  Count's  address.     He  admired  in  a  person 
of  his  age,  that  profound  contempt  for  the  alluring 
and  seductive  charms  of  the  world,  that  firmness 
in  resisting  the  tender  feelings  of  nature ;  and  con- 
vinced that  his  pupil  was  called  to  the  highest 
perfection,  he  replied,  that  God  was  his  witness, 
that  his  salvation  was  as  dear  to  him  as  his  own, 
and  that  he  absolutely  made  no  distinction  between 
the  interests  of  his  soul  and  those  of  his  own ;   but 
that  different  advice  must  be  applied  to  different 
cases ;  that  as  for  himself,  he  had  left  the  world, 
because  he  thought  he  could  not  secure  his  sal- 
Tation  amidst  its  dangers,  nor  did  he  feel  sufRcient 
strength  to  resist  its  corruption ;  but  with  respect 
to   his  pupil,  the  practice  of  the  most  rigorous 
virtue,  which  he  had  constantly  observed  in  him, 
had  convinced  him,  that  he  might  remain  in  the 
world,  not  only  without  losing  his  soul,  but  with 
considerable  advantage  to  the  salvation  of  others, 
whom  his  example  would  engage  in  a  laudable 
course  of  virtue.     He  was  free  to  own,  that  the 
secret  attachment,  which  he  felt  to  the  sentiments 
of  the  Count  and  Countess  of  Sales,  so  opposite 
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to  those  of  their  son,  had  induced  him  to  combat 
the  choice  which  he  was  about  to  make  ;  that  the 
honour  done  him  by  them^  in  confiding  his  person^ 
the  dearest  object  of  their  affections,  to  his  care 
and  tuition,  demanded  on  his  part,  every  effort  to 
second  their  views  for  his  establishment;  that  it 
was^  besides,  incontestably  true,  that  some  young 
persons  suffer  themselves  to  be  dazzled  by  false 
lights,  by  which  they  are  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  a  weak  and  ill  r^ulated  devotion,  and  that  they 
mistake   for  a  vocation  from  Heaven,  a  certain 
tenderness  arising  from  indiscreet  piety^  a  taste  for 
spiritual  things  which  has  no  solidity,  and  which 
but  too  frequently  brings  with  it  repentance  and 
despair,  that  terminate  in  excesses,  of  which  they 
would  never  have  been  guilty,  if  they  had  remained 
in  the  world;  that  the  knowledge,  which  he  had 
of  the  excellence  of  his  understanding,  of  the  stea- 
diness of  his  heart,  and  in  particular^  of  the  care 
with  which  he  preserved  his  baptismal  innocenoe> 
and  of  the  peculiar  graces  with  which  he  had  been 
favoured    in    many  dangerous  and  critical  con- 
junctures, inspired  fairer  hopes  vnth  respect  to 
his  vocation;  that  he  was  determined  to  withdraw 
his  opposition;  but  that  he  begged  to  decline 
the  task  of  making  the  proposal  to  his  parents ; 
that  he  did  not  feel  himself  possessed  of  the  strength 
of  mind,  which  could  enable  him  to  give  them  so 


\ 
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scyerc  a  blow ;  that  he  judged  of  their  feelings  by 
his  own^  and  that  he  calculated  the  impression^ 
which  such  a  proposal  would  make  on  them^  by 
what  he  had  himself  experienced. 

*  This  conversation  lasted  till  they  reached  the 
Castle  of  Tuille,  where  the  Count  and  Countess 
were  waiting  the  arrival  of  their  son.     The  young 
Count  there  founds  that  arrangements  had  been 
made^  which  were  very  opposite  to  his  own  plans. 
The  Count  of  Sales^  who  had  nothing  in  view^ 
but  an  advantageous  match  for  his  son^  had  dur- 
ing his  absence  fixed  his  mind  for  the  purpose^ 
on  a  young  lady  of  the  name  of  Vegy,  an  only 
daughter  of  the  Baron  of  Vegy,  a  counsellor  of 
state  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  and  chief  justice  of  the 
province  of  Chablais.     She   was  of  high  rank, 
beautiful,  rich,  and  possessed  of  every  personal 
accomplishment :  and  there  was  not  a  nobleman  in 
Savoy,  who  would  not  have  considered  himself 
honoured  by  such  a  connection.     The  Count  of 
Sales  had  planned  this  match  for  his  son  with  the 
utmost  address;  he  considered  the  execution  of 
this  scheme,  as  a  master-piece  of  policy,  and  he 
only  waited  for  the  return  of  the  young  Count,  to 
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"bring  to  a  conclusion  an  afikir  which  was  to  ensure 

to  the  house  of  Sales,  wealth,  honour  and  credit. 

His  son  was  no  sooner  arrived,  than  he  made  the 
^proposal,  and  told  him  to  be  in  readiness  for  the 

morrow,  to  go  with  him  to  ask  for  his  destined 

bride. 

This  was  a  stroke  of  thunder  to  the  young  Count. 
Often  was  he  on  Jthe  point  of  declining  the  pro- 
posal, and  of  discovering  to  his  father,  the  secret 
design  which  he  had  conceived,  of  engaging  in  the 
church ;  but  as  often  was  he  prevented  by  the  force 
of  filial  respect.  It  appeared  to  him  to  be  a 
strong  indication  of  rudeness,  and  even  of  con- 
tempt towards  a  young  lady  of  rank,  to  commence 
a  courtship  with  a  premeditated  design  never 
to  contract  marriage;  whatever  reflections  natu- 
rally strike  an  ingenuous  mind  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, occurred  to  him  on  this  distressing 
occasion ;  but  the  extreme  mildness  of  his  temper, 
and  an  unconquerable  repugnance  to  thwart  the 
inclinations  of  his  father  in  this  delicate  conjunc- 
ture; deprived  him  of  the  power  of  explaining  his 
sentiments.  The  Count  of  Sales,  on  his  side,  could 
not  but  perceive  the  cold  reserve,  with  which  his 
son  received  a  proposition,  calculated  to  fill  him 
with  joy.  But  as  he  was  far  from  suspecting  the 
real  cause  of  such  an  appearance,  he  ascribed  it  to 
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bis  modesty ;  and  had  no  manner  of  doubt,  that 
the  charms  of  his  intended  consort,  would  over- 
come that  indifference  which  he  believed  had  no 
real  cause.     On  the  day  of  their  departure,  the 
young  Count   had  not  the   courage  to  make  his 
father  acquainted  with  his  real  sentiments.     They 
were  courteously  received  at  the  Castle  of  Sallander, 
whither  the  Baron  of  Vegy  had  proceeded  to  con- 
clude the  marriage.     That  nobleman  was  highly 
delighted  with 'his  intended  son-in-law ;  the  feel- 
ings of  his  daughter  were  still  stronger.     Never 
did  two  persons  appear  more  completely  formed 
for  each  other.     But  heaven  had  otherwise  dis- 
posed of  this  virtuous  and  accomplished  nobleman. 
The  young  Count  could  not  conceal  his  restraint ; 
and  his  manner  exhibited  such  marks  of  embarrass- 
ment^ as  did  not  escape  the  observation  of  his 
father  ;  he  made  him  the  most  bitter  reproaches; 
these  were   answered  only  by  a  bashful  silence. 
This  conduct,  so  little  expected  by  the  Count  of 
Sales,  obliged  him  to  depart  without  proceeding 
farther  in  the  business.     On  their  return  he  again 
spoke  to  his  son  in  more  bitter  terms  of  reproach; 
the  young  Count  modestly  replied,  that  nothing 
could  possibly  excite  in  him  more  concern,  than 
the  uneasiness  which  he  had  given  to  his  father. 
The  Countess  of  Sales,   who  bore  her  son  the 
most  cordial  affection,  employed  all  her  influence 
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to  engage  him  in  the  match,  but  -without 
effect ;  all  the  friends  of  the  family  were  equally 
unsuccessful  in  their  endeavours ;  and  the  Count 
of  Sales,*  afler  so  many  fruitless  attempts,  was  left 
to  ruminate  in  silent  perplexity,  on  every  possible' 
cause,  which  could  induce  his  son  to  decline  bo 
advantageous  a  proposal. 

fThe  affair  assumed  a  still  more  unpleasant 
aspect,  when  the  Baron  of  Hermance  brought  \ 
from  Turin  letters  patent  issued  by  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  who,  informed  of  the  intended  marriage  of 
the  young  Count,  gratuitously  bestowed  on  him  J 
the  rank  of  senator,  in  the  senate  of  Chamberry.  i 
Francis  declined  the  honour  with  a  constancy, 
which  no  solicitations  could  shake. '  The  Count 
of  Sales  discovered  on  this  occasion  a  degree  of 
displeasure,  which  the  tender  feelings  of  his  son 
could  no  longer  support.  The  young  Count,  there- 
fore, came  to  a  determination,  to  lay  open  his  real 
intentions;  and  for  this  purpose  he  applied  to  his 
cousin  Lewis  of  Sales,  a  canon  of  the  cathedral  of 
Geneva,  whose  influence  over  the  mind  of  his 
father  he  knew  to  be  great. 

J  Ijcwis  of  Sales,  who  was  a  person  of  singular 
piety,  was  so  far  from  combating  his  design,  that 
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be  gave  it  his  full  approbation,   and   promised 

erery  assistance  in  his  power  in  carrying  it  into 
execution.  He  desirfd  only  to  have  a  little  time, 
to  recommend  it  to  God,  and  to  look  out  for  a 
fiTourable  conjuncture,  to  execute  an  affair  which 
demanded  the  utmost  address.  *  In  taking  this 
precaution,  he  had  particular  views  of  his  own. 
Fnmcia  Empereur,  provost  of  the  church  of 
Geneva,  and  senator  of  Chamberry,  wasjust  dtad ; 
by  his  demise  the  first  dignity  in  that  church  be- 
cfiine  vacant.  The  right  of  presentation  resided  in 
lie  Pope.  Lewis  of  Sales  had  many  friends  at  the 
court  of  Rome,  whose  interest  he  employed  to 
cit  the  vacant  benefice  for  the  young  Count; 
IBS  bis  request  was  well  attended  to,  he  sue- 
in  his  application.  The  most  singular 
si  of  the  transaction  was,  that  he  concealed  it 
^ely  from  Francis,  not  doubting  that  he  would 
■nt  with  more  facility  to  accept  of  a  dignity, 
Kch  on  liis  part  was  unsolicited. 

>  Lewis  of  Sales  was  not  deceived  in  calculating 

he  success  of  his  application  at  Rome;  for  the 

j  iulls  shortly  arrived,  and  he  imparted  the  history 

I  if  the  transaction  to  the  young  Count.    But  he  wa» 

L|reatly  surprised  to  hear  his  declaration,    that  in 
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embracing  the  ecclesiastical  state^  he  had  not  any 
view  to  obtain  preferment ;  that  it  was  his  inten^ 
tion  to  live  on  his  patrimony ;  that  he  considered 
himself  unworthy  of  the  rank^  which  had  been 
secured  for  him;  that  it  would  be  extremely 
improper  so  suddenly  to  place  a  young  man^  like 
himself^  without  virtue  and  without  experience, 
who  had  not  been  tried  in  the  lower  stations, 
at  the  head  of  the  clergy  of  a  great  diocese, 
in  rank  next  to  the  bishop ;  that  this  situa- 
tion was  more  suitable  to  his  cousin;  that  be 
begged  he  might  be  allowed  to  surrender  to  him 
his  right;  and  that  as  to  himself,  he  should  be 
satisfied  with  the  last  place  in  the  House  of  the 
Lord 

But  Lewis  of  Sales,  who  had  great  influence 
over  him,  replied,  with  a  tone  of  decision,  that 
he  admired  the  humility,  >vhich  led  him  to  decline 
the  rank,  conferred  on  him  by  his  Holiness ;  that 
he  agreed  vnth  him,  that  it  was  improper  to  solicit 
preferment;  that  persons  should  wait,  till  they 
are  called  by  God  to  the  dignities  of  the  church ; 
but  that  it  would  be  very  censurable  obstinacy  to 
decline  them,  when  they  come  unsolicited ;  that  he 
knew  him  better  than  he  knew  himself;  that  God 
had  provided  this  favourable  conjuncture  to  fur- 
nish him  with  a  more  easy  and  expeditious  way  of 
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obtainingtbe  consent  of  his  parents ;  that  he  begged 
to  be  trusted  with  the  management  of  the  affair ; 
that  he  would  be  responsible  for  the  event  in  the 
sight  of  God  and  man;  and  that  he  doubted 
not,  that  Divine  Providence  had  some  design 
in  raising  him  so  suddenly^  and  without  his  own 
participation^  to  a  dignity  which  placed  him  so 
near  to  a  bishopric. 

It  was  by  no  means  a  part  of  the  young  Count's 
character,  to  adhere  pertinaciously  to  his  own  opi- 
nion :  he  yielded  to  truth,  whenever  he  discovered 
it,  and  often  to  authority,  when  there  v^s  nothing 
to  excite  his  distrust,  and  it  was  found  sufificient 
to  guide  his  determination.*  The  reason  which 
.  had  been  alleged,  that  he  had  not  sohcited  the 
provostship  of  the  church  of  Geneva,  and  his 
esteem  for  Lewis  of  Sales,  at  length  induced  him  to 
accept  the  situation.  No  sooner  had  he  given  his 
consent,  than  his  charitable  kinsman,  went  to  the 
Count  and  Countess  of  Sales,  and  requested  a  pri- 
vate interview.  He  shewed  them  the  bulls  for  the 
provostship  of  the  church  of  Geneva,  which  he  had 
obtained  for  his  cousin.  He  informed  them,  that 
some  time   past    Francis  had  communicated  to 
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him  in  confidence,  a  design  which  he  had  formed 
of  renouncing  the  world,  and  of  engaging  in  the 
church ;  that  it  was  not  the  resolution  of  a  day,  but 
that  he  had  taken  it  from  his  earliest  youth ;  that 
it  was  in  pursuance  of  this  plan,  when  he  should 
be  old  enough  to  execute  it,  that  he  had  solicited 
their  permission  to  receive  the  tonsure ;  that  fully 
aware  of  the  respect  which  he  owed  to  his  parents, 
he  had  requested  him  to  obtain  their  consent :  that 
he  hoped  their  piety  would  not  sufier  them  to  raise 
any  obstacle  to  the  execution  of  a  plan,  which 
God  inspired,  as  in  this  scheme  their  son  sought 
only  his  own  salvation ;  that  he  left  them  only 
because  he  preferred  heaven  to  earth,  and  the 
service  of  God  to  that  of  the  world ;  that  it  was 
the  greatest  return,  which  could  be  made  them  in 
this  life,  for  their  uncommon  care  in  inspiring  him 
with  the  earliest  impressions  of  piety ;  that  besides, 
he  felt  himself  obliged  to  inform  them,  that  their 
son  was  so  completely  confirmed  in  this  resolution, 
as  to  be  absolutely  unshaken ;  that  their  efforts  to 
oppose  it  would  be  without  effect ;  that  they  might 
themselves  form  an  accurate  judgment  from  what 
had  happened,  as  it  was  only  with  a  view  to  exe- 
cute this  purpose,  that  he  had  declined  the  advan- 
tageous match,  which  they  had  planned,  and  the 
rank  of  senator,  which  the  Duke  of  Savoy  had  so 
liberally  bestowed. 
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*  Never  was  such  surprise  en^cited  in  the  human 
breast^  as  the  Count  and  Couhtess  of  Sales  experi- 
rienced  on  this  distressing  occasion.  They  looked 
at  each  other  without  the  power  of  utterance. 
Amidst  their  total  inability  to  make  any  reply^ 
liCwis  of  Sales  represented  to  them^  that  he  had 
himself  examined  the  vocation  of  the  young  County 
and  that  he  had  caused  the  closest  investigation  to* 
be  made  by  persons^  distinguished  by  their  virtues 
and  talents ;  that  they  had  all  unanimously  agreed^ 
that  his  vocation  came  from  God ;  that^  on  such  a 
ground^  all  opposition  would  be  vain;  that  he 
was  free  to  acknowledge,  that  the  stroke  was 
severe ;  that  it  defeated  their  views,  that  it  ruined 
fheir  hopes,  that  it  was  impossible  that  nature 
should  not  murmur  at  the  event,  but  that  faith  and 
religion  should  silence  such  complaints,  and  en- 
force submission  to  the  ordinances  of  God,  which 
could  not  be  disobeyed  without  the  commission  of 
a  crime ;  that  independently  of  every  other  consi- 
deration, children  belonged  more  to  Him,  than  to 
their  parents ;  that  they  might  be  considered  as  a 
deposite,  lodged  in  their  hands,  which  He  could 
resume,  whenever  it  pleased  Him ;  that  they  shoilld 
account  themselves  happy,  in  enjoying  an  oppor- 
tunity of  making  Him  such  a  surrender ;  and  that 

♦  Ibid. 
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their  compliance  was  calculated  to  entail  on 
their  family  greater  blessings  than  all  the  plans 
which  could  be  projected. 

The  Count  and  Countess  of  Sales  answered 
these  forcible  remonstrances^  only  by  sighs  and 
tears.  Lewis  of  Sales,  who  knew  their  sin- 
cere piety,  now  assumed  a  more  elevated  tone: 
^'  What?'*  exclaimed  he,  ^^Do  you  venture  to 
commence  a  contest  with  the  Almighty  ?  Do  you 
seek  to  obtain  the  advantage  in  such  a  struggle  ? 
Where  is  your  faith?  Where  is  your  religion? 
What  is  become  of  that  unlimited  submission, 
which  you  owe  Him  ?  What  would  be  your  con- 
duct, if  he  were  to  order  you,  like  Abraham,  to 
sacrifice  this  dear  son,  with  your  own  hands  ?  Or, 
as  he  permitted  in  the  case  of  Job,  if  death  were  to 
rob  you  in  one  day,  of  all  your  children?  Of  the 
numerous  family  with  which  He  has  blessed  you. 
He  asks  only  for  a  son,  and  will  you  refuse 
compliance  vnth  such  a  request,  after  He  has 
consigned  His  only  begotten  Son  to  death  for 
your  salvation/* 

Such  an  impressive  address  engaged  the  Count 
of  Sales  to  give  utterance  to  his  feelings.  ^^  I 
know,"  replied  he,  '^  that  whatever  I  possess, 
belongs  more  to  God  than  to  myself;  he  is  abso^ 
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lute  iDjaster  of  all  his  creatures;  who  can  dare  to 
enter  into  a  contest  with  him?  But  thbiigh  my  son 
were  to  comply  with  my  wishes^  would  he  less 
belong  to  God  ?"  His  sighs  interrupted  his  dis- 
course, and  prevented  him  from  proceeding ;  but 
after  recovering  himself  in  some  measure^  he  said 
with  a  calm  tone^  *  that  the  Countess  and  himself 
must  require  some  days  to  come  to  a  determination ; 
he  be^ed  his  kinsman  not  to  leave  them^  and 
declared  that  he  would  soon  give  his  final  answer. 
Lewis  of  Sales  asked  him^  if  the  young  Count 
himself  might  be  permitted  to  solicit  his  consent. 
"  No/'  replied  he,  ^'  his  appearance  would  disarm 
me;  I  will  let  you  know  in  proper  time  " 

If  the  Count  of  Sales  felt  an  extreme  aversion 
to  acquiesce  in  the  desire  of  his  son^  the  reluctance 
of  the  Countess  was  not  less  strong.  She  retired 
to  her  cabinet  overwhelmed  with  grief,  where  she  * 
spent  several  days  in  solitary  aflSiction.  Piety  at 
length  gained  an  ascendancy  over  nature;  and 
after  testifying  the  most  complete  submission  to 
the  will  of  God,  she  had  the  strength  of  mind, 
to  persuade  her  husband  to  a  compliajice  with  the 
wishes  of  her  son. 


*  Anon,    Life  of  St.  Francis  of  Sales.     Book  I. 
TOL.    I.  G 
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The  happy  day,  on  which  the  parents  were 
expected  to  give  their  consent,  at  length  arrited, 
and  Lewis  of  Sales  brought  with  him  the  young 
Count.     The  sight  of  a  son  who  was  so  dear  to 
them,  renewed  their  grief;    they  again  vented 
the  most  melancholy  sighs,  and  their  tears  began 
again  to  flow ;  even   Lewis  of  Sales,  with  all  hift 
firmness,  was  so  far  softeAed,  as  to  discover  marks 
of  sensibility.     Scarce  had  the  Count  and  Countess 
of  Sales  strength  enough  to  raise  thrir  son,  who 
had  thrown  himself  at  their  feet,  and  resolutely 
remained  in  that  posture.     At  length  the  Count> 
who  was  naturally  possessed  of  a  great  share  of 
magnanimity,  made  a  serious  effort  to  suppress  his 
feelings,  and  represented  to  his  son,  how  necessary 
it  was  to  be  cautious,  lest  in  appearing  to  follow  a 
call  from  Heaven,  he  might  act  in  opposition  td 
the  Divine  will,  and  to  the  order  established  by 
Providence.*     He  observed,  that  ihe  eldest  »oas 
were  destined,  in  the  order  of  nature,  to  support 
and  perpetuate  their  families  ;*  that  with  this  view^ 
he  had  given  him  an  education,  which  would  be- 
come perfectly  .useless  in  the  station  of  life,  which 
he  was  chooai^ ;  that  his  brothers  had  not  enjoyed 
the   same   advantages;    that  his   family  needed 
peculiar  protection,  as  it  was  numerous;  that  as  to 

*  Auook  ibidL 
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liimself^  he  had  looked  up  to  him  as  the  comfort 
and  support  of  his  declining  years ;  and  that  it 
was  not  without  extreme  pain,  that  he  was  about 
to  see  himself  deprived  of  the  advantage  which 
he  expected ;  that  he  did  not  see,  that  he  would 
less  belong  to  God,  by  remaining  in  a  Christian 
&niily,  like  his  own,  in  which  each  one  placed  his 
glory  in  the  fear  and  service  of  his  Maker ;  that 
notwithstanding  his  mother  and  he  had  come  to  a 
determination,  not  to  oppose  his  choice ;  but  he 
cautioned  him  to  examine,  if  God  really  demanded 
of  him,  the  execution  of  a  project,  which  appeared 
so  contrary  to  the  obligations  of  nature,  and  to  the 
dictates  of  humanity. 

The  young  Count  replied  with  sentiments  of 
great  respect,  that  he  should  not  consider  himself 
exempted,  by  the  state  which  he  was  going  to 
embrace,  from  complying  with  any  of  the  duties, 
which  nature  imperiously  demanded  of  him  towards 
his  family ;  that  he  was  fully  determined  not  to  shew 
less  submission  to  his  father  than  before,  nor  to 
be  deficient  in  exhibiting  a  proper  spirit  of  de- 
pendance ;  that  he  should  be  ready  on  all  occa^ 
aions,  agreeably  ix)  the  judgment  of  his  parents, 
to  contribute  his  attention  and  concern  to  the 
ildvantage  and  prosperity  of  the  family;  that  he 
was  well  aware,  that  nothing  could  authorise  him 

c2 
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to  dissolve  the  sacred  fies,  which  unite  children 
with  their  parents ;  that  God  was  his  witness^  that 
nothing  could  exceed  the  love  and  gratitude^  which 
he  felt  for  those,  whom  Divine  Providence  had 
made  the  authors  of  his  existence ;  and  that  the 
educatioii  which  they  had  bestowed  upon  him, 
would  perhaps  be  not  altogether  so  useless^  as  they 
might  be  induced  t6  imagine* 

These  last  words  engaged  the  Count  of  Sales, 
to  interrupt  him  in  his  observations,  and  to  press 
him  to  accept  the  dignity  of  senator,  which  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  had  offered ;  he  made  the  request 
with  uncommon  earnestness,  as  the  situation  in 
question  was  not  incompatible  with  the  state  of  life, 
which  he  was  about  to  embrace,  and  his  predeces- 
sor had  shewn  him  the  example.  But  the  young 
Count,  throwing  himself  at  his  feet,  entreated, 
that  he  would  accede  to  his  request  without  any 
reserve,  and  allow  him  to  employ  the  remainder 
of  his  days  in  the  duties  of  the  ministry,  to  which 
he  was  called.  He  added,  that  he  had  desired  his 
cousin,  to  give  him  an  account  of  his  vocation, 
and  that  he  did  not  doubt,  that  he  had  done  it 
better  than  he  could  himself;  that  he  was  waitings 
for  the  blessing  of  his  father  and  mother,  and 
that  he  would  not  leave  them,  till  he  had 
obtained  it. 
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Whatever  might  have  been  the  feelings  of  the 
County  on  seeing  his  son  decline  an  honour^  so 
consonant  to  the  views  of  his  family,  he  could  not 
but  yield  to  the  wishes  of  one  so  dear  to  him ;  he 
gave  him  his  blessing,  in  which  act  the  Countess 
also  joined;  and  after  raising  him  up,  and  em- 
bracing him  with  tenderness,  he  said  :  *  "  I  pray 
God^  my  son^  to  be  your  reward  in  heaven^  as  he 
is  going  to  be  your  portion  on  earth."  The 
young  Count  entreated,  that  for  the  better  accom- 
plishment of  his  purpose,  he  might  be  allowed  to 
surrender  his  rights  as  eldest  son,,  in  favour  of 
his  brother  Lewis  of  Sales,  whom  he  tenderly  loved 
on  account  of  his  singular  virtue ;  but  the  parents 
positively  refused  to  consent  to  such  a  proposal, 
and  insisted  that  his  birthright  should  remain  iin- 
touched. 

The  young  Count,  in  transports  of  joy,  pro- 
ceeded immediately,  accompanied  with  Lewis  of 
Sales,  to  take  possession  of  the  provostship  of 
Geneva.  On  the  road,  Lewis  of  Sales  perceived 
bid  kinsman  to  be  in  tears ;  he  asked  him  if  he 
repented  of  the  step  he  was  taking.  Francis 
replied,  that  he  was  far  removed  from  such  a  dis- 
position of  mind ;  that  he  never  was  more  inclined 
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f  o  indulge  in  joy ;  but  still  that  he  could  not  re-' 
fleet  without  emotion  on  the  bitter  grieC  which 
fad  unavoidably  occasioned  to  parents^  who  had 
always  treated  him  with  the  most  tender  affection  ; 
.that,  he  believed  the  sacrifice^  which  he  was 
making  to  God^  would  not  be  less  agreeable^  by 
being  accompanied  with  tears^  which  the  feelings 
of  n9.ture  called  forth.  Lewis  of  Sales^  far  from 
blaming  him^  acknowledged^  that  he  himself  had 
been  so  affected  with  the  distressing  situation  of 
the  Count  and  Countess  of  Sales^  that  more  than 
once  he  had  been  tempted  to  give  up  the  pointy 
and  side  with  them  against  their  son^  but  that  the 
firmness  of  his  cousin  had  restrained  him  from 
proceeding  to  that  purpose. 

On  their  arrival  at  Annecy,  Lewis  of  Sales, 
assembled  the  chapter  of  the  cathedral.  Francis 
there  presented  ids  bulls^  dated  the  Seventh 
day  of  March^  in  the  Eighth  year  of  the  Ponti* 
ficate  of  Clement  VIII.,  together  with  the  attes* 
tations  of  his  noble  birth,  and  of  his  studies  apd 
qualifications.  The  chapter  examined  them^  and 
received  him  with  a  degree  of  honour>  propoir- 
tioned  to  the  reputation,  which  his  virtue  and 
knowledge  had  deservedly  attained.  The  chapter 
in  a  body  gave  him  possession ;  and  he  made  them 
a  discourse,  so  full  of  sweetness  and  piety,  that  he 
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completely  gained  all  hearts.  The  new&  of  this 
event  soon  spread  through  the  town ;  and  as  the 
house  of  Sales  >yas  held  in  the  highest  estimation^ 
and  Francis  in  particular  was  in  great  estc^m^  it 
was  hailed  with  very  general  joy.  But  no  person 
appeared  to  feel  a  more  lively  interest  in  this  af- 
fair^ than  the  pious  bishop  of  Geneva ;  he  received 
Francis  bs  a  man^  whom  God  made  known  to 
him  for  his  future  successor^  and  who  was  to 
edify  the  whole  Church  by  his  superior  sanctity. 
Shortly  after  he  gave  him  the  four  minor  orders^ 
writh  the  order  of  sub-deacon ;  aud  during  the  en- 
suing ember  days^  he  ordained  him  deacon.  The 
humble  Francis  was  desirous  of  observing  the 
usual  interstices^  agreeably  to  the  regulations  of 
the  Churchy  but  the  holy  bishop^  who  was  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  purity  of  his  hearty  and  his 
eminent  piety  and  learnings  and  who  had  an  eager 
desire  of  bearing  him  preachy  peremptorily  re- 
quired that  he  should  accept  of  a  dispensation  from 
thfs  rule.  The  respect^  which  Francis  had  for  his 
diocesan^  prevented  him  from  contesting  the  point. 
He  vi^as  employed  in  preaching  while  he  was  yet 
in  deacon's  orders ;  and  he  performed  this  func- 
tion with  so  much  success,  that  it  clearly  appeared 
that  God  had  chosen  him  to  convince  the  un- 
derstandings, and  gain  the  hearts  of  the  Calvfn- 
ists,  with  whom  the  diocese  of  Geneva  greatly 
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abounded.*  Three  Calvinists  of  great  distinc- 
tion, and  eminent  for  their  knowledge,  the  Baron 
of  Awllj,  the  Baron  of  Bursin,  and  another, 
whose  name  history  has  not  preserved,  assisted  at 
his  first  sermon^  and  acknowledged,  that  it  made 
on  them  a  deep  impression,  and  that  they  con- 
ceived a  better  opinion  of  the  catholic  faith,  than 
they  had  before  entertained.  In  fact,  they  ab- 
stained from  the  ridicule  and  raillery,  in  which 
they  had  been  accustomed  to  indulge  with  great 
freedom.  The  coursi?  of  this  history  will  exhibit 
the  fruits,  which  thi^  first  seed  produced,  and 
the  blessing  of  Heaven  which  attended  the 
work. 

This  sermon  was  followed  by  others,  which 
considerably  extended  his  reputation ;  and  in  truth 
he  possessed  very  great  endowments,  both  natural 
and  acquired,  which  eminently  qualified  him  for 
the  undertaking.  His  appearance  was  at  once 
dignified  and  modest,  his  voice  strong  and  agree- 
able, his  action  lively  and  animated,  without  any 
mixture  of  affectation.  He  by  no  means  neglected 
the  study  of  eloquence ;  and  he  frequently  observ- 
ed, that  if  that  distinguished  art  was  employed 
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in  establishing  error^  there  existed  every  in- 
ducement to  make  it  subservient  to  the  tri- 
umph of  truths  and  to  the  noble  purpose  of 
persuasion. 

These  external  qualities^  ^hich  merit  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Christian  orator^  v^ere  supported  bj  a 
d^ree  of  unction^  v^hich  proved^  that  what  he 
delivered^  proceeded  from  the  fulness  and  abund- 
ance of  his  hearty  and  that  he  had  truly  msvde 
bimself  a  disciple  of  Jpsus  Christy  in  order  to 
attain  this  ascendancy  over  the  minds  of  men.^ 
Sefore  his  sermons^  it  was  his  usual  custom  to 
renew  the  ardor  of  his  piety^  by  secret  sighs  and 
fervent  prayers.  The  words  of  our  Redeemer^ 
concerning  his  precursor  St.  John^  were  perpe* 
tually  present  to  his  mind :  ^^  He  was  as  a  burning 
and  shining  lamp/'  and  they  had  convinced  him^ 
that  in  order  to  shed  useful  lights  and  illuminate 
the  minds  of  men  with  any  effect^  it  is  necessary 
to  glow  with  the  love  of  God,  and  a  zeal  for  the 
salvation  of  souls.  He  studied  at  the  feet  of  the 
crucifix,  at  least  as  much  as  in  books ;  and  he 
was  perfectly  convinced,  that  a  preacher  can  in 
no  instance  produce  any  fruit,  utdess  he  be  a 
man  of  prayer,  and  careful  to  exemplify  in  his 

*  Anon. 
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own  conduct^  the  lessons  which  h6  imps^ts  4a 
others. 

But  however  his  occupations  might  have  been 
directed  to  pietj^  on  the  approach  of  the  period 
at  which  he  was  to  receive  the  order  of  priesthood^ 
be  relinquished  every  pursuit^  to  attend  to  Gdd 
alone.  Before  that  time  he  had  employed  many 
hours  of  the  day>  in  the  study  of  scholastic  theo- 
logy and  controversy ;  but  he  now  altered  his 
plan,  and  bestowed  his  undivided  attention  on 
that  Divine  theology,  which  consists  in  prayer  and 
meditation  of  the  holy  scriptures,  of  which  sci- 
ence the  Holy  Ghost  is  the  only  master.  jBlxpe- 
rience  had  taught  him,  that  the  more  the  under- 
standing is.  engaged  in  considering  the  greatness 
of  God  virith  scholastic  subtlety,  the  will  is  often 
more  remote  from  his  love ;  that  true  wisdom  js 
acquired  by  the  fear  of  God,  by  a  good  Ijfe^  by 
the  practice  of  Christian  virtues,  and  by  coQtimial 
meditation  on  the  law  of  God ;  that  many  vnsh  fof 
an  enlightened  mind,  who  entertain  the  ipost  pro* 
found  indifference  for  virtue  and  justice.  As  be 
desired  with  greater  ardor  to  be  a  saint  than  to  be 
a  learned  man,  he  regulated  his  conduct  by  the 
maxim  of  St.  Augustin,*  who  observes,  that  those 
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w&o  have  learnt  of  Jesus  Christ  to  be  meek  and 
humble  of  hearty  make  a  more  rapid  progress  in 
the  knowledge  of  God^  by  meditation  and  prayer^ 
than  by  reading  and  study. 

With  this  view^  he  laboured  to  attain  that 
species  of  learnings  by  which  the  holy  fathers 
have  been  so  eminently  distinguished ;  and  fully 
aware^  that  God  is  purity  itself,  and  cannot  be 
seen  but  by  pure  eyes^  he  was  careful  incessantly 
to  purify  his  soul  by  the  exercise  of  Christian 
virtues^  that  it  might  be  prepared  to  receive  those 
lights  of  God^  and  that  interior  unction^  which  is 
the  source  of  all  knowledge.  Thus  disposed  for 
tiie  sublime  dignity  of  the  priesthood^  it  is  by  no 
means  surprising^  that  he  should  receive  a  profu- 
sion of  heavenly  graces^  and  the  plenitude  of  that 
spirit  which  forms  the  character  of  the  priest^  and 
gives  force  to  the  pastor ;  and  that  as  often  as  he 
celebrated  the  awful  mysteries  of  the  altar^  hf 
should  discover  in  his  eyes  and  in  his  counte-^ 
nance^  a  fire^  which  indicated  the  interior  ardor, 
ymih  which  his  heart  was  inflamed. 

After  this  period^  he  was  observed  to  shun  with 
peculiar  caution^  whatever  might  attract  the  ap« 
plause  of  men.  Content  to  please  God  alone,  and 
eager    solely   to    procure   his  glory^  he  rarelj 
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preached  in  cities,  but  \ras  constantly  engaged 
in  visiting  villages,  and  hamlets,  for  the  purpose 
of  instructing  a  great  number  of  poor  objects^ 
who  lived  in  the  bosom  of  Christianity;  in  a  total 
ignorance  of  its  precepts.  After  the  example  of 
our  Redeemer^  he  took  delight  in  conversing  with 
these  simple  and  innocent  persons,  whom  he  gene- 
rally found  better  disposed  to  receive  the  light  of 
the  gospel,  as  their  hearts  were  untainted  by  am- 
bition^  by  the  love  of  wealth,  or  any  of  those 
passions^  which  are  the  unfortunate  source  of 
the  blindness  and  corruption  that  prevail  among; 
mankind. 

He  might  agreeably  to  the  direction  of  St. 
Paul,  have  received  what  was  necessary  for  his 
support,  from  those  to  whom  he  imparted  spin- 
tual  treasures  with  so  much  profusion;  but  he 
chose  rather  to  follow  the  example  of  that  apostle^ 
than  to  avail  himself  of  the  liberty  which  he  allowsr; 
Far  from  being  a  burthen  to  his  people,  he  dis^ 
tributed  among  them  his  alms  with  liberality; 
this  he  \^s  enabled  to  perform  either  from  his  own 
efFccts,  or  from  the  charitable  contributions,  which 
had  been  entrusted  to  his  care.  The  truth  is, 
disinterestedness  is  one  of  those  qualities,  which 
fttrongly  contribute  to  raise  and  dignify  the  minis^ 
try  of  the  pastor ;  as  on  the  other  hand,  avarice 
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and  a  lust  of  sordid  gain>  never  fail  to  degrade  it 

in  the  minds  of  the  people.     If  they  once  perceive 

an  attempt  to  acquire  wealth  at  their  expeuce;  if 

even  dues  be  exacted  with  excessive  ri^ur ;  and  a 

species  of  domination,  so  expressly  forbidden  in 

the  scriptures,  sliould  appear  in  the  character  of 

their  pastor,  it  is  not  possible  for  them  any  longer 

to  preserve  that  esteem  and  confidence,  which  are 

so  necessary  to  gain  the  heart,  and  to  engage  the 

flock,  in  opposition  to  natural  repugnance,  in  a 

course  of  Christian  virtue.     Contempt  inevitably 

succeeds  the  loss  of  esteem ;  hatred  soon  follows, 

in  the  natural  order  of  things,  and  the  infallible 

consequence  will  be,  that  the  laity  will  attend  more 

to  the  example  than  to  the  discourses  of  the 

pastor. 

Disinterestedness  was  not  the  only  quality,  which 

^ured  to  Francis  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the 

people.     He  possessed  a  degree  of  meekness,  w  hich 

^thing  was  able  to  discompose;  he  considered 

^^^  flock  as  his  children,  and  lived  among  them  as 

^  ^ther ;  with  a  heart  open  to  their  wants,  and 

"*  •^U  of  compassion  for  their  miseries,  he  made 

^  ^txuelf  all  to  all,  in  order  to  gain  all  to  Jesus 


t^ist.     Thus  in  a  short  time  the  neighboufhood 
-Annecy  assumed  a  new  appearance ;  piety  was 
^^^scrved  to  flourish  in  .those  places,  in  which  a 
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mixture  of    heresy  had   terminated    almost    in 
irreligion. 

But  Francis  of  Sales  did  liot  so  completely 
deyote  his  attention  to  the  people  in  the  country^ 
as  to  neglect  the  town  of  Annecy ;  he  there  visited 
the  hospitals  and  prisons;  he  terminated  law^uits^ 
in  which  his  knowledge  of  the  canon  and  ciyil 
laws  was  of  singular  advantage;  he  spared  no 
pains  to  compose  differences^  and  to  reconcile  the 
most  implacable  enemies.  God  favoured  his 
endeavours  in  this  particular  with  a  peculiar  bless-^ 
ing ;  few  were  found  so  hardened^  as  to  resist  the 
impression  of  his  meekness^  and  of  hiis  charitable 
and  insinuating  manner. 

*Thi3  year  (1593)  he  established  at  Annecy,  a 
pious  association  of  singular  utility,  which  he 
called  the  Confraternity  of  the  Cross.  The  obli- 
gations of  the  members  consisted  in  imparting 
instruction  to  the  ignorant,  in  visiting  and  con-- 
soling  the  sick,  in  teaching  them  the  Christian  use 
which  they  might  make  of  their  sufferings,  in  sup- 
plying them  with  means  of  attaining  true  fortitude^ 
and  in  burying  them  after  their  decease.  They  were 
likewise  required  to  visit,  console,  and  assist  pri- 
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soners:  to  repair  to  the  country  and  instruct  the 
poor ;  they  received  a  particular  caution  to  avoid 
law-suits^  so  generally  fatal  to  Christian  charity. 
In  the  event  of  any  difference  arising,  they  were 
obliged  to  terminate  it^  as  far  as  circumstances 
permitted^  by  the  arbitration  of  the  members,  who 
were  required  to  bestove  the  utmost  attention  on 
the  affair  in  dispute.  It  was  particularly  recom- 
mended to  them  to  give  good  example,  by  assist* 
iag  at  the  Divine  service^  and  instructions  in  their 
diflferent  parishes.  Francis  of  Sales  was  invariably 
of  opinion^  that  private  devotion^  should  never 
diyert  the  faithful  from  frequenting  the  churches, 
in  which  they  receive  by  baptism  a  new  life  in 
Christ,  nor  withdraw  them  from  the  instructions 
of  their  lavdTul  pastors. 

He  drew  up  for  the  use  of  this  association, 
rules  and  instructions,  replete  with  prudence  and 
|iiety,  but  particularly  adapted  to  the  state  of 
laymen,  of  which  the  great  proportion  of  the 
members  consisted.  He  was  himself  the  first  prior 
of  die  fraternity ;  but  he  showed  his  superiority 
more  by  the  example  which  he  gave,  than  by  the 
rank  which  he  held ;  for  ncl^  person  was  ever  less 
disposed  to  aim  at  pre-eminence  .than  himself ;  no 
one  0ver  avoided  with  more  studied  care,  wliat- 
ever  could  flatter  that  natural  desire  inherent  ia 
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the  human  breast^  of  attainii^  superior  rank.. 
The  good  works  of  this  new  association^  soon 
acquired  such  extensive  credit  in  the  provinces, 
that  the  people  of  Aix  ai:d  Chamberry  formed 
similar  confraternities  in  their  cities^  on  the 
model  of  that  of  Annecj^  and  requested  to 
have  the  rules  and  constitutions  which  he  had 
composed. 

The  formation  of  this  Confraternity  of  the 
Cross^  gsiye  occasion  to  a  neighbouring  minister 
to  write  against  the  honour^  which  catholics  paj 
to  this  sign  of  our  salvation ;  the  sight  of  which  is 
sufficient  to  excite  in  the  mind^  the  remembrance 
of  that  charity^  which  has  induced  a  God  to  shed 
His  blood  for  the  redemption  of  mankind. 

Francis^  in  consequence  of  this  production^ 
resumed  the  study  of  controversy^  which  he 
had  for  some  time  interrupted.  He  shortly  after 
replied  to  the  minister,  by  a  work,  entitled  "  The 
Standard  of  the  Cross ;"  which  is  divided  kito 
four  books,  and  is  still  extant  among  his  writings. 
He  there  shews,  that  the  veneration,  which  catho- 
lics pay  io  the  cross,  if  by  no  means  new ;  that  the 
Christians  of  th^  first  ages  shewed  the  same 
honour  io  the  cross ;  and  of  this  assertion,  he 
produces  proofs,  that  adoration  in  a  qualific4 
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*^x^,  even  agreeably  to  the  scripture  may  be  paid 
to  creature^;  J)ut  that  one  species  of  adoration  is 
4ue  to  God  alone ;    such  is  that  mentioned  in  the 
decalogue ;  that  Catholics  never  pay  this  kind  of 
Adoration  but  to  God  himself^  and  that  by  conse- 
quence they  cannot  be  idolaters,  as  they  are  un- 
justly called  by  the  Calvinists;  finally,  he  shews, 
that   the  worship  which  Catholics   pay  to  the 
dross,  and  to  holy  things,  is  not  supreme,  but 
relative,  and  that  it  centres  entirely  in  God.     No 
uiswer  was  given  to  this  performance ;  and  the 
embolics  considered  this  silence,  as  a  proof  of 
tbc  superior  excellence  of  the  work,  which  Francis 
had  published. 

Having  no  more  adversaries  to  contend  with,  he 
resumed  his  former  exercises.     Nothing  could  be 
nore  orderly,  more  simple  and  more  uniform,  than 
htiB  manner  of  life ;  he  carefully  avoided  all  afiected 
s^iiigularity,  which  but  too  often  is  calculated  to 
Attract  the  esteem  of  men ;  he  shunned  that  ex- 
quisite art  of  adjusting  the  external  appearance, 
which,  vnthout  regulating  the  afiections  of  the 
btert,  serves  but  to  excite  a  false  impression  of 
saperioT  sanctity.     He  was  neat,  but  modest  in 
iis  Aumiture,  table,  and  dress;  his  conversation 
was  engaging,  agreeable  and  easy,  without  affec- 
fation,  and  without  constraint;  he  was  a  kind, 
roL.  I.  H 
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and  even  a  warm  friend/sincere  and  free  from 
artifice^  but  prudent^  and  possessed  of  tbe  gift  of 
secrecy.  His  eyes  and  his  countenance  betrayed 
an  air  of  peace  and  serenity^  ^hich  indicated  the 
purity  of  his  heart ;  he  was  civil,  and  eveii  natu- 
rally well-bred ;  possessed  of  a  complete  know- 
ledge of  propriety  and  decorum,  and  attentive  to. 
its  observance,  vdthout  too  nice  and  scrupulous 
attachment  to  external  forms. 

He  frequently  observed,  that  true  piety  is  by  no 
means  incompatible  with  the  social  virtues,  nor 
with  those  attentions,  which  give  a  charm  to  civil 
society;  that,  in  order  to  be  devout,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  neglect  cleanliness,  to  affect  a  rough- 
ness of  manner,  to  exhibit  a  gothic  rudeness,  and 
to  be  divested  of  gentleness  and  politeness  of 
deportment ;  that  on  the  contrary,  it  becomes  a 
duty,  to  gain  all  hearts,  by  an  amiable  and  in- 
teresting manner,  which  may  contribute  to  render 
virtue  amiable;  that  sullen  sadness  and  scrupu- 
lous fear  cannot  be  said  to  form  the  character  of 
true  piety ;  that  the  grand  object  of  Christians 
should  be  to  serve  God  with  joy,  and  with  a  holy 
liberty;  and  that  nothing  is  so  opposite  to  the 
spirit  of  Christianity,  as  restless  uneasiness  and 
servile  constraint.  For  this  reason  would  he 
remark,  does  God  oblige  us  to  call  Him  by  the 
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endeark^  name  of  Father ;  we  are  therefore  to 
shew  Him  a  tender  and  filial  regard,  and  we  can-» 
not  depend  too  much  on  His  goodness,  as  long  as 
.we  do  not  force  Him  by  our  sins  to  have  recourse 
to  His  justice.  When  the  Almighty,  he  would 
add,  is  obliged  to  punish  us,  we  may  be  assured, 
that  He  proceeds  to  such  a  measure  with  reluct* 
anee,  as  His  nature  is  goodness,  and  severity  is 
only  shewn,  when  we  force  Him  to  it  by  our 
crimes. 

But  this  external  appearance  of  Francis  of 
Sales,  which  exhibited  nothing  uncommon,  was 
supported  by  interior  qualities,  by  an  innocence 
of  manners,  which  he  had  never  violated,  by 
a  heart  pure,  disinterested,  submissive  to  the 
orders  of  God,  always  engaged  with  His  Di- 
vine presence,  full  of  ardent  zeal  for  His 
glocy,  and  singularly  impressed  with  an  atten-' 
tion  to  please  Him,  and  a  desire  to  possess 
Him. 

'Those  who  are  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
character  of  St.  Francis  of  Sales,  vrill  be  satisfied 
with  the  picture,  which  has  been  drawn ;  his  life 
will  be  found  a  continued  illustration  of  what  is 
here  advanced. 

H  2 
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In  the  mean  time  the  reputation  of  Francis  yra§ 
difiiised  on  all  sides ;  and  though  he  considered  the 
public  esteem  valuable^  only  as  far  as  he  was  en- 
abled to  acquire  more  confidence^  and  a  greater 
ascendancy^  which  tended  to  promote  the  glory 
of  God^  yet  public  honour  pursued  him  in  spite 
of  his  endeavours  to  avoid  it.  The  general  estima- 
tion in  which  he  was  held^  attracted  a  fresh  mark 
of  the  esteem  of  his  Sovereign ;  and  solicitations 
were  renewed^  to  induce  him  to  accept  of  the  rank 
of  senator^  which  had  been  before  offered. 

It  was  observed  to  him  in  the  name  of  the 
Duke  of  Savoy^  that  this  dignity  would  furnish 
him  with  the  means  of  serving  God  with  more  ad« 
vantage  than  in  a  private  station ;  much  was  said  of 
the  injustice  which  he  might  prevent^  possessed  as 
he  was  of  an  enlightened  mind^  and  an  upright  and 
uncorrupted  heart ;  the  concerns  of  the  poor^  who 
after  God  were  known  to  be  the  fond  objects  of 
his  affection^  and  whose  interests  he  might  sup- 
port^ were  not  forgotten  in  the  enumeration ;  it 
was  farther  remarked^  that  this  employment  would 
not  interrupt  his  exercises  of  piety ;  that  on  the 
contrary,  with  the  ascendancy,  which  his^birib, 
his  virtue,  and  his  knowledge,  must  inevitably 
acquire,  he  would  be  enabled  to  protect  imio^ 
cence,  and  restrain  vice.    Thus  was  this  affair 
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placed  in  the  most  advantageous  lights  in  which 
it  could  be  viewed. 


But  the  humble  Francis  persisted  in  his  refusal. 
He  made  his  acknowledgments  to  his  Sovereign^ 
in  a  manner  which  increased  the  esteem  that  prince 
had  entertained  for  him ;  and  he  replied  to  those 
who  had  spoken  in  his  name^  that  as  God  had 
called  him  to  the  service  of  His  Churchy  it  was  his 
duty  to  make  no  engagements^   which  possibly 
might  divert  him  from  such  a  work ;  that  those 
who  believed  the  sacred  ministry  insufficient  to 
engross  the  undivided  attention  of  any  man^  could 
not  be  aware  of  the  extent  of  duty,  which  charity 
supplies  to  2eal ;  that  in  truth  he  was  free  to  own, 
that  God  had  given  him  a  sufficient  share  of  up- 
rightness and  firmness,  not  to  be  induced  to  com- 
mit deliberate  injustice;  but  who  would  be  an- 
swerable,   that  he  should  be  enabled  to  guard 
against  those  instances  of  surprise,  to  which  such 
employments  are  so  much  exposed  ?  that  to  under- 
take to  decide  on  the  property  and  lives  of  men, 
^as  a  business  of  extreme  danger;  that  Christ 
Jiirnself  refused  to  be  judge  in  a  contest  between 
t'^^ro   brothers,  concerning  their  inheritance;  that 
*^  Mras  determined  to  follow   His  example ;  that 
^^  ^ll  events,  he  thought  this  conduct  the  safest^ 
most  conformable  to  the  peaceable  and  undis- 
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turbed  life^  which  he  had  embraced^  and  in  wbicli 
he  hoped^  God  would  give  him  the  grace  to  per- 
severe to  death. 

The  Count  and  Countess  of  Sales  had  flattered 
themselves^  that  their  son  would  not  resist  this 
second  attempt ;  and  as  their  views  were  not  alto- 
gether so  pure  as  his^  they  had  indulged  a  hope, 
that  when  the  first  fervour  of  devotion  had  sub* 
sided^  he  would  become  more  flexible^  and  feel  less 
repugnance  to  unite  two  objects^  which  to  them 
did  not  appear  incompatible.  The  general  usage 
of  most  states  of  Christendom^  in  which  clergy- 
men fill  offices  of  magistracy  without  scruple^  the 
example  of  so  many  great  men^  who  have  shone 
in  those  stations  with  great  credit  to  themselves^ 
and  >vithout  any  detriment  to  their  salvation^  and 
the  dutiful  regard,  which  he  always  shewed  to  the 
sentiments  of  his  parents^  had  induced  them  to 
think,  that  he  would  finally  yield  to  reiterated 
solicitations,  supported  by  the  authority  and  the 
entreaties  of  his  Sovereign.  But  the  designs  of 
God  on  his  elect  are  various ;  if  he  calls  some  to 
situations  of  public  trust,  he  fills  others  with  a 
holy  aversion  for  those  distracting  employments 
so  opposite  to  the  peace  of  the  soul,  and  to  inte- 
rior solitude,  which  have  always  formed  the  de- 
light of  the  saints. 
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God  had  particular  yiews^  respecting  bis  holy 
servant^  which  were  not  compatible  with  the  pro- 
posed employment.  These  designs  required  a 
person  totally  devoted  to  his  service^  and  unin- 
cumbered with  any  other  engagement^  than  that 
of  procuring  his  glory^  and  of  bestowing  all  his 
care  on  the  salvation  of  souls.  This  will  evidently 
appear  in  the  course  of  the  following  history. 
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JlHE  Duke  of  Savoy  recovera  three  bailiwicks, 
of  which  the  inhabitants  of  Geneva  and  the  Swiss  had 
taken  forcible  possession... .He  forms  a  plan  of  re-esta- 
blishing  in  those  parts  the  Catholic  religion*  which  had 
been  suppressed  during  the  usurpation.... He  writes  on 
the  subject  to  the  Bishop  of  Geneva.... St.  Francis  of 
Sales  is  chosen  to  accomplish  this  great  design.... The 
Count  and  Countess  of  Sales »  omit  no  means  to  dissuade 
him  from  the  undertaking.... He  proceeds  to  Chablais, 
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patience,  amidst  the  difRculties^  which  surround  him  in 
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ple of  virtue,  he  gains  the  affection  of  the  people  of 
Thonon....He  undertakes,  with  much  zeal,  a  series  of  con- 
ferences, and  of  controversial  discussions.... He  justifies 
the  doctrine  of  the  Catholic  Church.*..He  proposes  an 
amicable  conference  with  the  ministers  of  the  Calf  inists 
on  the  contested  points ;  but  they>  instead  of  accepting^ 
the  offer,  hire  assassins  to  destroy  him....He  avoids  this 
danger  by  his  firmness  and  his  meekness.... He  fixes  his 
abode  at  Thonon....His  apostolic  labours....He  converts 
a  considerable  number  of  Calvinists....  Fresh  conspiracies 
against  his  life;  he  escapes  by  a  particular  protection  of 
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tiful  answer  to  these  remonstrances.. ..Piety  and  eminent 
charity  of  the  new  church  of  Chablais.... Fresh  success 
of  St,  Francis  of  Sale8....He  leaves  nothing  untried  to 
induce  the  minister^  of  the  Calvinists  to  come  to  a  public 
conference... .They  accept  the  offer,  and  then  shamefully 
retract  their  consent ;  this  gives  occasion  to  the  conversion 
of  many  persons  of  distinction. ...A  minister  is  punished 
with  death,  for  having  embraced  the  Catholic  religion.*.. 
A  proceeding  so  violent  is  condemned  equally  by  the 
Catholics  and  the  Calvinists.... It  gives  occasion  to 
fresh  conversions... .St.  Francis  of  Sales  undertakes  that 
le  Baron  of  Awlly....He  succeeds  in  this  attempt; 
exaukple   is    followed    by  a  great   number  of 
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*^|  ^HE  city  of  Geneva  had  no  sooner  aban. 
doned  the  Catholic  religion^  and  changed 
its  form  of  government^  by  revolting  from  its 
bishop^  and  from  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  who  for 
some  time  had  contended  for  the  sovereignty  of 
that  state,  than  the  inhabitants  of  Switzerland,  who 
had  furnished  assistance  in  the  execution  of  these 
two  projects,  conceived  a  design  of  dispossessing 
the  Dukes  of  the  territories  which  they  held  in 
the  vicinity  of  that  small  republic.  These  con- 
sisted of  the  country  of  Vaud,  of  the  Duchy  of 
Chablais,  and  of  the  bailiwicks  of  Gex,  Terny 
and  Gaillard. 
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The  country  of  Vaud^,  appeared  by  its  situatiofi^ 
so  inviting  to  the  canton  of  Berne,  that  it  was 
difficult  to  resist  the  temptation  of  seizing  it; 
and  Chablais  and  the  bailiwicks  were  so  contigu- 
ous to  Geneva^  that  it  was  morally  impossible  for 
that  republic^  long  to  maintain  its  independence^ 
unless  the  Duke  should  be  removed  from  its 
neighbourhood,  by  a  conquest  of  those  small 
states,  with  which  it  was  encircled.  The  war 
\^hich  took  place  between  Francis  I.  and  the 
Duke  of  Savoy,  furnished  an  opportunity  of  car- 
rying this  design  into  effect.  Chablais  and  the 
bailiwicks  were  accordingly  reduced.  The  Ca- 
tholic religion  was  banished  from  those  part3 ; 
and  those  disorders  committed,  which  have  been 
described  in  the  beginning  of  this  history. 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  between  Henry 
II.  the  son  of  Francis  the  first,  and  Emmanuel 
Philibert,  Duke  of  Savoy,  the  Swiss  were  con- 
strained to  restore  to  the  Duke  Chablais  and  the 
bailiwicks ;  but  an  article  was  cautiously  inserted 
in  the  treaty,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
re-establishment  of  the  Catholic  religion ;  affairs 
remained  in  this  situation  during  the  life  of  Em- 
manuel Philibert;  but  Charles  Emmanuel  his 
son,  having  succeeded  his  father,  the  inhabitants 
of  Geneva,  who  bore  with  extreme  impatience  the 
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disadvantage  of  having  so  powerful  a  neighbour, 
engaged  the  Swiss  to  violate  the  treaty  which 
they  had  made  with  his  father.  They  brought 
into  the  field  an  army  capable  of  retaking  Cha- 
blais  and  the  bailiwicks,  and  gained  possession  a 
second  time. 

This  usurpation  lasted  only,  till  the  Duke  was 
enabled  to  raise  an  army.  The  inhabitants  of 
S^^itzerland  and  of  Geneva,  too  weak  to  oppose 
any  resistance,  were  constrained  to  yield  to  supe- 
rior force.  The  Duke  recovered  his  lost  territo- 
ries, and  disposed  his  garrisons  in  sucli  a  manner, 
as  afterwards  facilitated  the  re-establishment  of  the 
Catholic  religion.  The  Duke  not  considering  him- 
self bound,  to  observe  a  treaty,  which  his  enemies 
bad  been  the  first  to  violate,  and  convinced  that 
as  long  as  his  subjects  professed  a  religion  diffe- 
rent from  his  own,  he  could  place  no  reliance  on 
their  fidelity,  entertained  very  serious  thoughts 
of  re-establishing  the  Catholic  religion  in  Chablais 
and  the  three  bailiwicks.  The  advantages  which 
he  had  gained  over  his  enemies,  enabled  him  to 
employ  force,  as  they  had  shewn  him  the  example 
in  forcing  his  subjects  to  abandon  the  religion  of  * 
their  fathers ;  but  he  preferred  lenient  measures,  or 
rather  considered  it  a  duty  to  resort  to  them  in  the 
ifirst  instance,  and  to  reserve  lo  himself  the  power 
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of  proceeding  to  more  violent  means^  if  circooH 
stances  should  call  for  additional  vigour. 

With  this  vievi^  he  wi'ote  to  the  bishop  of  Ge- 
neva^ requesting  him  to  select  a  certain  number 
of  persons  qualified  by  their  learning  and  exem- 
plary conduct^  and  in  all  respects  calculated  to 
labour  with  a  prospect  of  success  at  the  conver- 
sion of  the  inhabitants  of  Chablais  and  the  three 
bailiwicks ;  he  promised  to  protect  them  and  to 
support  their  apostolic  efibrts  with  the  whi^e 
weight  of  his  authority ;  at  the  same  time  he  sent 
a  formal  commission,  to  be  produced  as  an  attes- 
tation, that  these  missionaries  were  employed  by 
his  orders ;  he  also  issued  injunctions  to  the  dif- 
ferent governors  in  those  parts,  to  support  them  by 
all  means  in  their  power  in  the  duties  of  the 
ministry. 

*The  bishop  of  Geneva,  on  receiving  this  com- 
munication from  his  Sovereign,  returned  thanks 
to  God  for  his  goodness  in  providing  means  to 
look  for  his  wandering  sheep,  who,  however  they 
might  have  strayed,  did  not  less  belong  to  his 
fold.  He  then  assembled  the  clergy  of  the  cathe- 
dral, of  the  town  and  of  the  country;  and  having 
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1^ead  to  them  the  letter^  which  he  had  received 

from  his  sovereign^    he  observed  to  them  that 

Chablais  and  the  three  bailiwicks  which  composed 

the  finest  and  most  populous  part  of  the  diocese 

of  Geneva^  had  groaned  for  more  than  sixty  years 

under  the  yoke  of  heresy;  that  God  after  haviog 

abandoned  these  people  for  so  long  a  time  to  the 

spirit  of  error^.  and  to  the  desires  of  their  own 

lieart^  had  at  length  looked  on  them  with  those 

^yes  of  mercy^   which  the  greatest  crimes^   can 

Aeftr  exhaust ;    that  he  had  moved  the  heart  of 

fteir  prince;   that  he  had  employed  the  voice  of 

tteir  Sovereign  to  invite  them  to  a  spiritual  con- 

9^63t  of  countries  so  consigned  to  desolation; 

^hut  it  would  be  an  instance  of  the  most  shameful 

Prevarication,   to  refuse  to  hear  and    obey  the 

^1  ;  that  he  asked  for  workmen  to  repair  the 

''^'^^s  of  the  people  of  God;  that  he  was  willing 

^    {Proceed  at  their  head,    without  claiming  any 

^^^Hiption  from  labour,  in  consequence  of  his  age 

^^   infirmities ;    that  he  had  assembled  them  to 

™^^ose  assistants  in  this  holy  enterprise.     He  was 

^'^^  to  acknowledge,  that  there  would  be  much  to 

^^^eigo,  but,  he  could  say  with  St.  Paul,   that 

"^^    life  was  not  dearer  to  him  than  his  soul;  he 

^^-s  ready  to  sacrifice  his  present  existence  to  the' 

^^ties  of  his  ministry,  and  those  whom  he  had 

^^^ociated  in  this  holy  vocation,  he  believed  to  be 
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animated  with  sijnilai:  sentiments  and  dispositions. 
The  object  now  before  them,  added  the  holy  pre- 
late, was  not  to  go  in  quest  of  undiscovered 
shores/ nor  to  carry  the  light  of  faith  to  nations, 
with  whose  manners  and  language  they  were  un- 
acquainted; but  to  labour  at  the  conversion  of 
their  own  countrymen,  of  subjects  of  the  same 
prince,  of  people  who  were  governed  nearly  by 
the  same  laws,  and  whom,  the  baptism  which 
they  liad  received  might  induce  to  return  ta  the 
religion  of  their  forefathers. 

'^  You  are  not  to  regard,"^  said  he,  *^  the  la- 
bours, which  are  to  attend  the  enterprise,  but 
those  glorious  rewards,  with  which  your  suffer* 
ings  will  be  followed ;  and  the  same  God  who 
calls  you  to  the  assistance  of  your  brethren,  will 
himself  be  your  guide,  your  strength,  your  pro- 
tector and  your  crown.'* 

.*  The  discourse  of  the  bishop,  far  from  in- 
spiring those  who  heard  him  with  the  ardent  zeal> 
with  which  he  was  ^  animated,  tended  only  to  fill 
every  heart  with  dismay.  Each  one  with  dowH- 
cast  looksj,  appeared  fearful  of  meeting  the  eycg 
of  the  prelei^ ;  the  prospect  of  the  sufferings  and 
dangers  to  which  those  would  be  exposed,    who 


■r*'*  ■" 


*  Idem  ibid. 
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Should  be  selected  for  the  mission  of  Cfaablais^ 
prevented  any  from  offering  their  services;  and 
*^r  from  seconding  the  zeal  of  the  holy  bishop^ 
^'  seemed  disposed  to  abandon  him  in  this  criti- 
^conjuncture. 

Francis  of  Sales  alone  appeared  affected  with 

this  address.     Instead  of  the  astonishment^  which 

^as  painted  on  every  cotmtenance,  he  betrayed  in 

nis  eyes  and  in  his  manner^  a  pious  emotion,  and 

^^  ioipatience  dictated  by  zeal,  to  second  the  re- 

"Sious  intentions  of  his  prince,  and  of  his  bishop. 

^^Cordingly  no  sooner  did  the  holy  prelate  turn  to 

"^^   to   ask  his   opinion,   than  he  replied  with 

Promptitude,  that  he  was  not  only  willing  to  fol- 

^"^  his  bishop  in  the  proposed  enterprise,    but 

*^^t  he  offered  his  services,  if  he  should  be  thought 

^^^pable,  to  conduct  the  business  himself;  he  con- 

«<ciered  himself  obliged  to  represent  to  his  siipe- 

^r^  that  his  great  age  and  infirmities  did  not 

'^^^niit  him  to  expose  himself  to  the  sufferings 

^^  fatigues,  with  which  the  proposed  enterprise 

^^Vild  be  infallibly  attended ;  if  he  was  a  bishop, 

J^'  >?vas  at  the  same  time  a  man,  and  should  con- 

_^^^r  that  his  undertakings  ought  to  be  measured 

,^^     lis -strength;    that  God  demanded  no  more; 

^'^t  it  was  perfectly  true  that  he  insists  on  the 

^^*^^ral  exercise  of  charity,    and  this  he  particu- 

l2 
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larly  requires  of  pastors^  more  than  of  othem; 
but  he  likewise  requires  discretion^  and  it  is  his 
will  that  zeal  should  be  under  the  influence  of 
prudence;  if  his  bishop  believed  himself  bound 
to  sacrifice  his  life  for  the  rebellious  portion  of  his 
flock^  he  owed  himself  not  less  to  that  part^  which 
had  always  preserved  its  fidelity;  that  it  was 
sufiScient  on  this  occasion^  that  the  work'  should 
be  conducted  by  his  orders^  and  that  he  had  to 
imitate  Moses^  who  remained  in  prayer  on  the 
mountain^  while  Josue  fought  in  the  plain. 

He  addedy  that  he  did  not  believe  it  necessary 
to  send  in  the  first  instance  a  great  number  of 
missionaries  to  Chablais ;  that  few  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  explore  the  country^  and  sound  the  dis*^ 
positions  of  the  people  with  respect  to  their  return 
to  the  Catholic  Church ;  that  according  to  their 
success^  a  farther  proportion  might  be  employed, 
when  the  good  bishop  might  in  person  crown  the 
pious  enterprise ;  that  in  the  mean  time  he  offered 
his  services  to  enter  first  the  provinces,  which  had 
revolted  from  the  Church,  and  that  he  asked  only 
for  a  small  number  of  proper  persons,  possessed 
of  a  sufficient  share  of  patience  and  constancy  not 
to  be  disheartened  with  the  first  difficulties. 

The  whole  assembly  adopted  the  opinion  of 
Francis :  even  the  holy  prelate  yielded  to  the  re- 
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tncoistraiices  i?^hich  were  generally  made  to  him  in 
consequence  of  his  advanced  age  and  infirmitiesJ 
Francis  was  then  chosen  to  begin  the  mission  of 
Chablais^  and  to  assume  the  principal  manage- 
ment of  the  work.  But  when  it  was  proposed  to 
select  his  associates^  no  one  offered  his  services^ 
but  Lewis  of  Sales^  of  whom  mention  has  been 
made  in  the  first  book  of  this  history.  *  The 
bishop  of  Geneva  could  not  endure  the  idea  of 
suffering  Francis  to  proceed  to  Chablais  without 
more  assistance;  but  as  the  zealous  missionary 
insisted  that  a  greater  number  was  by  no  means 
necesssiiy  in  the  commencement  of  the  mission^ 
the  prelate  yielded  to  his  reasons^  and  the  assem- 
bly closed  by  offering  the  most  fervent  prayers^ 
for  the  success  of  the  holy  enterprise. 

On  this  occasion  there  appeared  in  the  assem- 
bly something  similar  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Christians  of  Miletus^  with  respect  to  St.  Paul.$ 
The  faithful  struck  with  the  appearance  of  dan-* 
gers  and  even  of  deaths  with  which  that  great 
apostle  was  threatened,  if  he  went  to  Jerusalem, 
and  ularmed  with  the  predictions,  that  he  was  to 
be  bound  and  loaded  with  chains,  and  to  undergo 
extreme  sufferings,  attempted  by  every  art  of  per- 

'  *  Aug.  of  Sales.  Book  II.         §  Acts  xx.  and  xxi. 
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suasion  to  divert  him  from  a  journey,  which  was 
likely  to  deprive  the  Church  of  his  services ;  but 
finding  him  inflexible  in  his  resolution  of  depart- 
ing, and  observing  his  zeal  to  be  superior  to  the 
feari)f  the  greatest  dangers,  they  submitted  to  the 
order  of  Heaven,  and  parted  fi*om  him  with 
tears  in  their  eyes,  repeating  with  resignation: 
Let  the  will  of  the  Lord  be  accomplished. 

The  report  that  Francis  of  Sales  was  chosen 
to  commence  the  mission  of  Chablais,  and  that  he 
was  determined  to  proceed  thither  on  the  first  op« 
portunity  was  no  sooner  spread  in  Annecy,  than 
his  friends  were  seized  with  alarm.  They  formed 
a  judgment  of  what  the  Calvinists  were  likely  to 
do  to  preserve  their  religion,  from  what  they  had 
done  to  establish  it,  and  then  imagined  that  he 
would  expose  him^lf  to  certain  death,  if  alone 
and  unprotected  he  should  undertake  what  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  had  been  unable  to  accomplish  at 
the  head  of  a  powerful  army.  No  one  among  them 
omitted  any  means  in  his  power  to  dissuade  hiid 
from  the  resolution,  which  he  had  formed.  In 
vain  they  represented  to  him  in  the  liveliest  man- 
ner, the  fatigues  and  dai^rs  which  he  was  goii%- 
to  encounter,  and  the  inconsiderable  appearance 
of  success  in  his  enterprise.  They  wrote  on  the. 
ct  to  the  Count  and  Countess  of  Sales^  of 
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^bom  he  intended  to  take  leave  before  his  depar* 
twre.  He  would  have  been  happy  to  perform  this 
t^sk  by  letter,  in  order  to  avoid  the  struggle, 
^hich  he  expected  with  persons  the  dearest  to  his 
heart;  but  as  the  castle  of  Sales,  where  they  then 
'^ided,  was  on  his  road,  his  appearance  in  person 
'became  indispensable. 

* 

On  this  occasion,   he  had  to   contend    with 

whatever  the  feelings  of  nature  can  suggest  to 

shaJce  the  human  heart.  The  Count  of  Sales,  who 

by  no  means  approved  the  intended  mission,  and 

wbo  shewed  the  most  decided  disapprobation  of 

the  choice,   that  had  been  made  of  his  son  and  of 

his  nephew  for  the  execution  of  a  project,  which 

he  believed  would  completely  fail,  spared  no  pains 

to  divert  them  both  from  their  purpose.     His  age, 

his  experience,  the  important  transactions,  which 

he  had  conducted  with  prudence,  had  ensured  to 

him  that  share  of  esteem  and  authority,  which 

ST^-^e  a  weight  to  his  opinion.     He  communicated 

^*  sentiments  without  reserve;    and  had  no  hesi- 

*^*ion  to  pronounce  the  mission  of  Chablais  to  be 

^*^    enterprise  defective  in  the  plan,    and  more 

Wa.ii|eable  in  the  execution ;  an  enterprise,  which 

^^Hilited  more  zeal  than  prudence,   which  might 

*^    attended  with  unpleasant  consequences,  and  • 

ftona^liicli^  according  to  all  human  calculation. 
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no  good  was  likely  to  result.  He  represented  in  , 
the  liveliest  colours^  the  obstacles  which  would 
retard  their  progress^  the  dangers  which  would 
affright  them^  and  the  indelible  shame  of  having 
engaged  in  an  enterprise^  with  such  slender  hopes 
of  success.  He  added^  that  if  he  had  not  seen  in 
their  hands^  the  orders  of  the  Duke  and  of  the 
bishop^  he  never  should  have  believed  that  4wo 
persons  of  their  sense  and  discretion^  could  be 
capable  of  approving  such  a  project ;  he  assured 
them  that  he  would  write  to  both  their  employers^ 
to  represent  the  inconveniences  of  the  concern^ 
and  to  exhort  them  to  alter  their  measures ;  and 
in  the  mean  time^  he  forbad  them  by  all  the  au- 
thority^ which  God  had  given  him  over  them^  to 
proceed  farther^  and  obstinately  persist  in  an  en* 
terprise  which  was  so  much  above  tlieir  strength; 

While  the  Count  was  speakings  the  Countess 
was  bathed  in  tears^  and  manifesting  emotions  ca- 
pable of  softening  a  less  feeling  heart  than  that 
of  her  son.  But  that  faith,  which  animates  the  just 
man,  that  confidence  in  God,  which  invigorates 
his  heart,  and  influences  his  conduct,  proved  su- 
perior to  the  feelings  of  nature,  and  Francis  re- 
plied with  his  usual  meekness,  that  if  the  subject 
were  to  be  considered  in  the  light  in  which  they 
placed  it,    the  design  which  the  Apostles  had 


OF  SALES.      BOOK   11.  IS^ 

•formed,  and  had  so  happily  carried  into  eflfect,  of 
pf^cfaing  the  gospel  to  all  the  nations  of  the 
^^b,  and  of  undertaking  the  conversion  of  the 
^orld^  must  be  treated  as  an  extravagant  project ; 
that  it  was  apparently  much  less  probable,  that 
twelve  poor  fishermen,  destitute  of  knowledge,  of 
diKiuence,  of  property,  and  of  protection,  should 
succeed  in  their  undertaking  in  defiance  of  the 
hostile  powers  of  the  world,  than  that  some  de7 
g^ee  of  success  should  attend  the  mission  of  Cha* 
Wais;  that,  if  every  objection,  which  human  rea- 
son may  oppose,  to  a  great  plan,  had  been  listened 
*o,  we  should  now  be  involved  in  the  darkness  of 
paganism ;   that  he  fully  acknowledged  the  very 
great  difierence  between  Lewis  of  Sales  and  him- 
^If  on  one  side,  and  those  great  men  on  the  other, 
^0  were  filled  vrith  the  spirit  of  God,  confirmed 
in  grace,  and  supported  by  the  power  of  working 
nancies ;  but  that  there  was  assuredly  no  compa- 
rison between  their  achievements  and  the  mission 
under  consideration ;  that  in  the  present  instance, 
nothing  was  to  be  done,  but  to  make  an  applica- 
tioa  to  people,  in  the  name  of  the  God,    whom 
they  adored^  and  of  the  prince,   whom  they  ho- 
noured; to  Christians,  who  had  left  the  fold  of 
the  Church,  to  which  they  were  invited  to  return ; 
to  Christians,  who  had  received  the  same  baptism, 
f^ho  admitted  the  same  scriptures,  who  adopted 
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the  ancient  creeds^  and  followed  so  many  observo 
ances  in  common  with  ourselves ;  that  there  was 
no  danger  of  being  considered  as  strangers^  who 
ckme  to  establish  the  worship  of  unknown  deities, 
and  rob  them  of  their  fairest  hopes ;  that  so  far 
from  being  crossed  in  this  project  by  the  ruling 
powers  of  the  earth,  they  were  perfectly  well  dis- 
posed ;  that  their  family  was  held  in  high  consi- 
deration, and  they  would  find  in  Chablais,  per- 
sons connected  by  the  ties  of  blood  and  of  friend- 
ship, who  would  never  suffer  violence  to  be  offer- 
ed to  two  unarmed  individuals,  who  were  labour- 
ing for  their  salvation,  and  were  invested  with  the 
authority  of  their  Sovereign:  he  was  ready  to 
acknowledge  that  the  undertaking  presented  con- 
siderable difficulties ;  that  there  would  be  dangers 
to  encounter,  and  fatigues  to  endure ;  that  possi- 
bly death  might  be  the  reward  of  their  labours,  as 
it  had  been  of  the  Apostles,  whose  zeal  they  desired 
to  emulate ;  but  to  this  it  might  be  replied,  that 
similar  dangers  are  encountered  in  a  military  life, 
and  for  a  much  less  noble  purpose ;  and  assuredly 
it  would  be  no  matter  of  surprise,  that  he  and  his 
cousin  should  for  the  acquisition  of  an  immortal 
crown,  encounter  those  dangers,  which  so  many 
faced  for  a  transient  share  of  glory,  that  died  with 
them,  and  which,  on  many  occasions,  they  were 
by  no  means  sure  of  attaining. 
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Tlie  Count  was  evidently  aflPected  with  this  for- 
cible address  of  his  son^  and  he  said^  that  if  Fran- 
cis believed  himself  called  to  the  mission  of  Cba- 
blais^  he  should  certainly  withdraw  his  opposition^: 
but  he  hoped  that  his  sou  would  consent^  that 
measures  should  be  concerted  for  his  personal 
safety^  and  proper  precautions  observed^  to  enforce 
the  respect  due  to  the  authority  of  the  Church, 
and  of  his  Sovereign^  which  could  not  be  exposed 
to  the  contempt  of  people,  who  already  shewed 
but  too  much  propensity  to  resistance. 

Francis^  who  could  never  endure  that  the  sug- 
gestions of  human  prudence  should  have  too 
much  influence,  when  the  cause  of  God  was  eon* 
c<Bmed>  replied  vdth  warmth^  that  it  was  to  him  a 
nlatt^  of  surprise,  that  cowardice  could  be  allow- 
^,  only  when  the  cause  of  God  was  to  be  main-' 
tftii^ed ;  that  if  he  had  followed  a  military  life^  aj 
i£id  -liirth  and  rank  of  eldest  son  appeared  to  de- 
mand^ he  should  have  incurred  blame^  if  the  sight 
of  danger  had  stopped  him  in  the  execution  of  his 
duty;  that  on  the  contrary^  having  embraced  the 
ecclesiastical  state^  and  being  engaged  in  this  holy 
ijvarfare,  where  there  are  combats  to  sustain, 
though  with  different  weapons,  against  the  ene- 
mies of  God  and  his  Churchy  he  was  now  doomed 
to  hear  nothing  but  means  of  retreating,  nothing 
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but  difficulties  and  measures  of  precaution;  as  if  it 
were  less  shameful  to  have  recourse  to  flight  on 
these  occasions^  than  in  the  service  of  a  temporal 
prince ;  he  farther  observed^  that  the  arm  of  God 
was  not  shortened^  nor  was  his  power  diminished ; 
that  he  stood  not  in  need  of  th^  assistance  of  men; 
that  the  weakest  instruments  werfs  sufficient  to  en« 
sure  success  to  the  greatest  enterprises ;  and  that 
strengthened  as  he  was  with  the  united  authority 
of  the  Church  and  of  his  prince^  he  should  be 
enabled  to  prevent^  or  to  frustrate  any  attempt 
against  his  person. 

After  making  these  observations,  he  preparecl 
for  his  departure.  Taking  Lewis  of  Sales  by  the 
hand^  he  said ;  '^  Let  us  go  whither  God  calls  us* 
There  are  combats^  where  victory  can  be  gained 
only  by  flight.  A  longer  stay  will  tend  only  to 
weaken  our  resolution ;  and  others  more  intrepid 
may  snatch  away  the  crown^  which  is  prepai*e4 
for  us.'* 

*  The  Count  astonished  at  the  determined  cou^ 
rage  of  his  son,  could  no  longer  detain  him.  They 
parted,  and  the  distressed  father  followed  at  a  dis* 
tance.     Having  gazed  at  the  heroic  missionaries^ 


^* 
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as  long  as  they  remained  in  sights  he  returned  to 
ccmsole  the  Countess^  who  was  plunged  into  the 
deepest  affliction^  at  the  prospect  of  those  dangers^ 
to  Ytbich  she  was  convinced  that  a  son  so  dear  to 
her  was  going  to  be  exposed. 

Francis  was  now  arrived  at  the  confines  of  Cha- 
blais^  and  felt  himself  invigorated  with  a  more 
aident  zeal^  than  he  had  yet  experienced.  At  the 
sight  of  the  place^  which  was  to  be  the  scene  of 
lus  labours^  he  fell  upon  his  knees^  and  melting  in 
tears^  be^ed  of  God  to  give  a  blessing  to  their 
entrance  into  the  province,  and  to  their  abode 
there^  to  be  their  guide  and  their  strei^h^  to  put 
into  their  mouths  the  words  of  life,  and  to  inflame 
their  hearts  with  such  ardent  charity,  as  might 
overcome  the  contradictions  of  men,  and  the  ob- 
stacles, which  the  princes  of  darkness  would  be 
capable  of  raising  to  the  reconciliation  of  these 
people  to  the  Catholic  Church,  to  which  they 
were  come  to  press  them  to  return.  Having  finish- 
ed his  prayer,  he  turned  to  Levids  of  Sales,  and 
embracing  him  with  great  tenderness,  he  said; 
^'  A  thought  just  occurs  to  my  mind;  we  are  en- 
^itering  this  province,  in  order  to  perform  the 
functions  of  Apostles ;  if  we  are  desirous  of  sue- 
cesSj  we  cannot  imitate  with  too  much  care  their 
apostolic  conduct.     Let  us  send  back  our  horses^ 
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proceed  on  foot^  and  be  satisfied  yrith  the  necessa^ 
ries  of  life."  Lewis  consented  to  the  proposal^ 
and  they  proceeded  on  foot  to  Allinges^  a  strong 
and  well  fortified  place^  situated  at  the  foot 
of  a  mountain^  detached  from  the  adjoining 
heights.  The  Baron  of  Herraance,  governor  of 
the  province  for  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  resided  there, 
and  kept  the  whole  country  in  subjection,  by  the 
means  of  a  strong  garrison,  which  the  Duke  there 
supported.  As  he  was  an  intimate  friend  of  the 
house  of  Sales,  and  had  a  peculiar  regard  for 
Francis,  he  received  his  guests  with  the  greatest 
demonstrations  of  joy,  and  entertained  them  in  a 
manner  proportioned  to  his  esteem  for  their  merit. 
After  the  first  salutations,  Francis  presented  three 
letters,  one  from  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  another  from 
the  bishop  of  Geneva,  and  a  third  from  the  Count 
of  Sales. 

*  The. Duke  commanded  him,  to  receive  and 
support,  with  all  the  authority,  which  he  had  in 
the  province,  the  missionaries  who  should  be  sent 
by  the  bishop  of  Geneva,  for  the  purpose  of  la- 
bouring at  the  conversion  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Chablais.  The  bishop  named  to  him,  the  persons 
whom  he  had  chosen  for  the  employment,   and 
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fc^gped  him  to  take  them  under  his  protection. 
The  Count  of  Sales  conjured  him,  by  the  inti- 
mate a.Tid  ancient  friendship,  which  subsisted  bc- 
tweeim  Ihem,  to  pay  particular  attention  to  his  son 
and  nephew,  and  to  assist  them  with  his  counsels 
and  avithority. 

• 
TU.^  Baron  of  Hermance,  having  read  these 
letters^  replied ;    that  he  should  execute  with  the 
utmast  punctuality,     and  with    equal  pleasure, 
whatever  was  enjoined  by  his  Sovereign,  or  re- 
quested by  his  dearest  friends.      He  afterwards 
conducted  them  to  a  platform  in  the  upper  part 
of  his  castle,   which  commanded  a  view  of  the 
whole  country ;  and  pointing  to  the  batteries  of 
<^^tion  and  to  the  garrison  under  arms,  he  said : 
^^  I  hope  we  shall  not  need  these  resources,    if 
*he  Calvinists  are  disposed  to  listen  to  you/'    But 
tte  attention  of  Francis  was  engrossed  with  a 
%ht,  which  made  the  deepest  impression  on  his 
mind ;  he  observed  on  all  sides,  the  churches  de- 
molished, the  monasteries  in  ruins,   the  crosses 
thrown  down,  towns,  villages  and  hamlets  in  a 
state  of  desolation;  the  fatal  consequences  of  the 
change  of  religion,  and  of  the  civil  war,  which  it 
had  occasioned  in  that  fine  province.   At  the  sight 

*  Anon*    Life  of  St.  Francis  of  Sales.    Aiig.  of  Sales,  ib* 
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of  these  mournful  remains  of  the  Catholic  religi-*  - 
on^  which  had  formerly  shone  with  so  much 
splendor  in  Chablais^  he  was  unable  to  restrain 
his  tears;  and  following  the  impression  of  his 
sorrow,  he  piously  exclaimed :  "  Lord,  the  peo- 
ple have  revolted  against  thee  and  against  thy 
anointed;  they  have  entered  thy  inheritance;  they 
have  profaned  thy  temples ;  abolished  thy  worship ; 
ruined  thy  sanctuary.  Rise,  O  Lord,  judge  thy 
own  cause,  but  judge  it  in  thy  mercy."  He  re- 
mained some  time  bathed  in  tears,  without  utter- 
ing  a  word ;  afterwards  turning  to  the  Baron  of 
Hermance,  he  said :  ''  These  are  great  disorders  ; 
we  want  an  eminent  physician  to  remove  them.'* 

They  afterwards  conferred  on  the  means  to  be 
adopted,  in  order  to  ensure  success  to  the  mis- 
sion which  they  were  about  to  open.  The  Baron 
of  Hermance  gave  them  excellent  advice.  He  was 
not  only  a  brave  man,  who  by  his  military  talents, 
and  his  important  services  in  the  cause  of  his 
country,  had  gained  the  esteem  and  affection  of  his 
prince ;  but  he  possessed  consummate  experience, 
and  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  disposition  of  the 
people  whom  he  had  to  govern.  His  zeal  for  the 
Catholic  religion  was  ardent;  and  the  proofs 
which  he  had  given  of  it,  had  led  the  Duke  c^ 
Savoy  to  name  bim  to  the  government  of  Chablats. 
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Me  represented  to  him  with  great  judgment  the 
difficulty  of  the  enterprise^  in  which  they  were 
going  to  engage^  and  su^ested  the  means  of  sur- 
mounting the  obstacles  in  their  way.  He  informed 
them  that  they  would  have  to  do  with  people  who 
i^ere  in  reality  well  disposed^  simple^  and  illite- 
rate^ but  invincibly  obstinate^  when  their  minds 
were  under  a  delusion ;  that  from  a  rooted  belief 
''^t  the  preservation  of  their  liberty  depended 
upon  that  of  their  religion^  they  were  prepared  to 
proceed  to  the  greatest  extremities  to  defend  it; 
^at  the  neighbourhood  of  Geneva  and  Switzer- 
Jaod,  which  favoured  their  revolt,  rendered  them 
hold  and  enterprising ;  that  their  continual  con* 
i^^ction  with  those  countries,  and  the  form  of 
^clesiastical  government  introduced  by  Calvin 
and  his  followers,  made  them  hostile  to  monarchy ; 
that  fhey  remained  in  subjection  to  the  Duke  of 
Savoy  vdth  reluctance ;  that  they  had  withdrawn 
themselves  from  the  yoke  as  often  as  a  favourable 
opportunity  had  presented  itself,  and  that  they 
would  be  ready  to  repeat  the  same  practice  whea- 
^crthey  could  resort  to  it  with  a  prospect  of 
success;  that  the  re-establishment  of  the  Catholic 
^®*^on  would  in  time  dissipate  the  seeds  of  rebel- 
^^^  and  excite  an  attachment  to  their  lawful  So- 
.^*^*gn ;  but  that  it  was  necessary  to  proceed  vnth 
'^fir^lar  caution,  as,  the  old  faith  had  been  repre- 
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Mated  to  them  in  the  most  frightful  colours;  that 
thejr  constantly  looked  on  the  Pope  as  antichrist, 
Inshops  and  priests  as  his  agents^  the  mass  as  a 
public  profession  of  idolatry^  the  Catholics  as  ido- 
laters and  the  laws  of  the  Church  as  an  insup- 
portable tyranny;  that  they  would  have  to  do 
with  ministers^  whose  general  character  was 
marked  with  presumption^  who  considered  these 
people  as  a  conquest^  and  who  would  leave  no- 
thing unattempted  to  preserve  the  prize. 

The  Baron  of  Hermance^  drew  from  his  own 
statement^  a  clear  conclusion^  that  a  consideraUe 
share  of  address,  mildness  and  condescension  was 
necessary ;  that  essentials  only  were  to  be  attended 
to;  that  they  had  to  avoid  all  singularity^  and 
the  su^estions  of  zeal  uninfluenced  by  prudence 
He  observed^  that  great  patience  was  necessary  to 
the  success  of  their  enterprise ;  that  the  least  pre- 
cipitation would  disconcert  their  whole  plan^  and 
that  time  and  the  blessing  of  Heaven  on  their  la- 
bours, would  bring  the  business  to  a  desiraMe 
conclusion. 

He  added^  that  their  operations  should  com- 
mence  at  Thonon>  the  capital  of  the  province, 
which  was  not  so  far  from  Allinges^  as  to  prevent 
them  from  retiring  to  the  latter  place  to  deep;- 
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for   ind^ndently  of  the  danger  there  would  be 

in  remaining  at  Thonon^    they  would  find  no  one 

eitlmer  willing  or  bold  enough  to  furnish  them  with 

lod^ngg ;  that  there  would  be  still  greater  risk 

^n  a.ttempting  to  say  mass ;  for  which  reasons^  he 

^flfered  them  the  chapel  in  his  castle  to  satisfy 

*^^ir  devotion^    assuring  them  that  every  thing 

slio^ld  be  conducted  .with  the  most  perfect  safety 

propriety. 


Francis^  whose  mind  was  ever  influenced^  in 
''^e  highest  degree^  with  moderation  and  meek- 
'^^ss,  approved  completely  of  the  observations  of 
tile  Baron  of  Hermance;  he  took  notes  of  his 
directions,  which  he  followed  with  the  most  scru- 
pulous exactness,  and  proceeded  to  Thonon,  ac- 
c^on^pamed  by  Lewis  of  Sales,  and  one  servant 
^iiljr,  with  whose  zeal  and  fidelity  he  was  well  ac- 
^Ua.inted.  His  equipage  consisted  of  a  bag,  con- 
twitting  a  bible  and  a  breviary,  which  he  fre- 
Sl^ently  carried  himself;  he  performed  his  joumies 
<^  foot,  with  a  staff  in  his  hand,  and  every  daj 
^^^i^ed  two  long  leagues  in  a  very  uncultivated 
^^lintry,  in  order  to  return  to  AUinges  to  sleep; 
*^  tiever  left  his  quarters  in  the  morning  without 
^^lebrating  the  Divine  mysteries,  and  strengthen- 
^*^  himself  veith  the  bread  of  the  strong.  As 
^^  constitution  was  robust  and  vigorous,    and  as 

k2 
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he  had  habituated  himself  much  to  fastings  cus- 
tom soon  enabled  him  to  endure  hunger>  thirsty 
and  all  the  fatigue  inseparable  from  the  arduous 
ministry  which  he  had  undertaken.    His  dress  was 
simple^  but  free  from  affectation ;  and  agreeably 
to  the  practice  of  that  time^   he  generally  wore 
short  boots;    the  management  of  his  hair  and 
beards  which  he  adapted  to  the  prevailing  fashion^ 
together  with  the  whole  of  his  dress,   rendered 
him  as  to  external  appearance,    but  little  different 
from  those  who  were  accounted  respectable  in  the 
world.     This  conduct  procured  him  admission  to 
the  houses  of  many  Calvinists,  whom  he  gained  to 
the  Church.    Other  missionaries,  who  were  after- 
wards  assigned  to  him  as  assistants,  neglecting 
this  precaution,   and  boasting  how  little  attention 
they  paid  to  the  prejudices  of  these  people  in  in- 
different things,  soon  experienced  obstacles,  which 
they  had  extreme  difficulty  to  surmount ;  so  true.it 
is,  that  the  most  trifling  circumstances,    in  trans- 
actions with  persons  labouring  under  prejudice, 
are  capable  of  counteracting  the  most  important 
designs.     Francis  of  Sales  used  to  say  on  this  sub- 
ject, that  he  thought  it  not  a  matter  of  indiflfe- 
rence,  pertinaciously  to  adhere  to  the  practice  of 
indifferent  things,  when  his  neighbour  did  not  re- 
gard them  with  the  eyes  of  indifference^ 
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from  the  same  motive  of  charitable  condescen- 
sioKi^  he  determined  never  to  make  use  of  any  in- 
jiii:*iou8  terms^  in  speaking  of  the  Calvinists  and 
th^ir  doctrine^  and  never  to  oppose  to  their  in- 
sul'f:8  and  outrages^  any  thing  but  meekness  and 
in^v^incible  patience.  His  associates  in  the  mission 
of*  ClhablaiSj  blamed  him  on  this  account^  and 
<^hsuged  him  with  too  kind  attention  to  the  ene- 
of  the  faith.  They  loudly  declared  that  he 
not  sufficiently  avail  himself  of  the  authority 

Ills  Sovereign^  with  whicb  he  was  known  to  be 
^'^^rested ;  but  by  departing  from  his  principles  of 
^oriduct,  these  accusers  of  Francis  nearly  counter^ 
^G'tcd  the  grand  business  in  view,  that  of  recon- 
ciling the  people  of  Chablais  to  the  Church ;  and 
"^^e  plan  proved  ultimately  successful,  only  by  fol- 
lo^wing  his  discreet  conduct,  to  whom  the  whole 
l^onour  of  the  proceeding  was  afterwards  attri- 
^lited. 

His  first  step,  on  his  arrival  at  Thonon,  was  to 
^^ait  on  the  magistrates,  and  to  present  the  letters 
^dressed  to  them  by  the  Baron  of  Hermance. 
*«ese  letters  contained  the  substance  of  the  com- 
■^^^^ieaiion,  made  to  the  Baron  by  the  Duke  of 
Savoy ;  and  he  added  from  himself,  that  he  placed 
^^^"Wis  and  Francis  of  Sales,  their  dependants,  and 
tbose  who  might  hereafter  be  associated  with  them. 


150  THE   LIFE  OF  ST.   FRANCIS 

under  their  protection ;  that  he  committed  to  them 
the  care  of  their  persons^  and  that  he  would  reir- 
der  them  responsible  for  any  attempt  that  should 
be  aimed  at  their  lives. 

The  magistrates  of  Thonon  received  these  letten 
with  much  apparent  respect^  and  promised  to 
comply  with  the  injunctions  given ;  but  no  sooner 
was  the  report  of  their  arrival  spread  through  the 
town  and  the  neighbourhood^  than  the  people 
seemed  disposed  to  rise.  *  It  was  said  in  terms 
extremely  clear^  that  these  papal  emissaries  should 
be  driven  away^  who  thus  came  to  disturb  them 
in  the  peaceful  enjoyment  of  their  religion ;  that 
tb^  should  be  treated  in  such  a  manner^  as  to 
destroy  all  inclination  to  return ;  that  moderation 
was  a  dangerous  expedient^  when  they  were  in 
danger  of  losing  the  liberty  of  conscience^  which 
they  had  obtained  after  so  many  struggles;  that 
the  Duke  himself  would  be  obliged  to  dissemble 
his  resentment^  and  that  the  numbers  involved  in 
the  guilt  would  prevent  all  research^  and  render 
punishment  impracticable. 

f  While  affairs  bore  this  aspect  at  Thonon^ 
sentiments    still    more    hostile  were  entertained 

*  Aug.  of  Sales,  life.  Book  II.     f  Idem  ibid. 
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aga^mnst  the  two  missionaries  at  Geneva^  which  is 

distoLut  from  the  former  place^  hut  four  or  five 

leagxies.  It  was  asserted^  that  the  Duke^  in  send- 

^^8  "t^hem^  having  violated  the  two  last  treaties  of 

pcsL^^^   had  released  them  from  the  observance  of 

tl)Os^  compacts ;  that  the  succour  of  the  Swiss^ 

who   were  guarantees  of  the  treaties,  was  to  be 

impXored;  that  a  clear  right  existed  of  having 

reco^Kirse  to  arms ; ,  and  that  in  the  mean  time,    it 

vi^as   necessary  to  be  rid  of  the  two  missionaries,  in 

'w^i^rtever  manner,  eyen  by  assassination,  if  they 

<^oiml^  not  be  forced  otherwise  to  retire. 

^^  An  account  of  these  sentiments  having  reach* 
^d  "THionon,  contributed  to  inflame  the  resentment 
le  people  against  the  two  missionaries ;  their 
le  disposition  proceeded  to  such  a  length,  that 
resolution  of  Lewis  of  Sales  was  considerably 
slia.^en.  He  asked  Francis  with  much  earnestness 
^wIb.^^!;  hopes  of  success  they  could  possibly  enter* 
among  people  so  refractory:  what  prospect 
had  of  even  obtaining  a  hearing ;  he  observed 
if  it  was  dangerous  to  appear  in  public,  it 
tt^^^st  be  an  indication  of  temerity  to  proceed  far- 
il^^ir  in  their  undertaking.  He  added,  that  he 
vr\dhed  not  to  abandon  so  holy  an  enterprise,  but 


*  Aujj.  of  Sales,  ibid. 
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he  believed,  it  would  be  found  necessary  to  post- 
pone it  till  a  more  favourable  opportunity  should 
present  itself,  when  their  measures  might  be  bet- 
ter concerted ;  and  that  if  it  should  happen,  that 
the  majesty  of  the  prince  should  be  violated  by 
any  injury  ofiered  to  their  persons,  and  the  rights 
of  hospitality  infringed,  they  might  be  accused  of 
having  drawn,  by  their  indiscretion,  the  horrors 
of  war  on  their  country,  and  would  in  some  mea*- 
sure  be  responsible  for  the  dreadful  consequences^ 
which  usually  ensue. 

*  But  Francis,  embracing  him  tenderly,  ob- 
served that  nothing  had  yet  taken  place,  which 
might  not  have  been  reasonably  expected ;  that  it 
could  not  be  supposed,  that  these  people  would 
rush  from  their  abodes  to  meet  them,  and  renounc- 
ing their  ancient  prejudices,  would  hasten  in 
crowds  to  hear  their  doctrine ;  that  as  to  theni- 
selves  they  were  as  healthy  as  when  they  left  their 
homes;  that  these  people  would  very  seriously 
calculate  consequences,  before  they  proceeded  to 
any  injury  against  their  persons ;  that  it  is  the  or- 
dinary practice  of  the  great  mass  of  mankind,  to 
raise  a  clamour ;  but  when  they  observe  any  share 
of  unshaken  resolution,  they  gradually  become 
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accustomed  to  that^  which  at  first  appeared  sin- 

gxilar  ;  finally/  that  God  had  rescued  his  servants 

firom  greater  dangers^    and  while  He  should  con- 

tiii\ie  His  protection^  they  had  nothing  to  dread 

from  the  impotent  rage  of  men. 

He  added,  that  he  believed  enough  had  been 
done  that  day,  and  that  it  was  proper  to  return  to 
A^llinges,  to  give  an  account  to  the  Baron  of  Her- 
f^ance,  of  what  had  passed  at  Thonon.  "  But/' 
»a.i^  he  in  a  pleasant  manner,  ''  you  must  allow 
'^^e  to  tell  the  tale;  for  as  fear  enlarges  the  objects 
■^^fore  it,  T  should  be  apprehensive  ,  were  you  to 
S^Ve  the  narrative,  that  the  evil  might  appear 
S'^eater  than  it  really  is." 

TThe  Baron  of  Hermance  being  informed  from 
*fcdiiselves,  of  the  nature  of  the  reception,,  which 
tliey  had  experienced  at  Thonon,  was  not  of  opi- 
I,  that  the  mission  should  be  abandoned,  or 
postponed  to  another  time ;  on  the  contrary, 
^^  judged,  that  the  respect  due  to  the  Duke  of 
^^Voy  required  that  it  should  suffer  no  internip- 
^^Ji.  *  But  he  likewise  thought  it  necessary  to 
Provide  for  the  safety  of  the  missionaries,  and 
*^^t:  abandon  them  to  the  insults  of  the  populace, 

-  -■ 

*  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales,  ibid. 


154  THE   LIFE   OF  ST.    FRANCIS 

blinded  by  rage^  obstinately  attached  to  error^  and 
misled  by  the  emissaries  of  Geneya.  On  this  ac- 
count^ he  offered  them  a  powerful  escort  from  his 
garrison.  *  Francis  peremptorily  declined  the 
ofier^  and  protested  to  the  Baron  of  Hermance^ 
who  pertinaciously  adhered  to  this  plan,  that  he 
would  rather  abandon  the  mission^  than  suffer  the 
least  violence  to  be  offered  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Thonon^  or  ever  give  them  any  occasion  of  pub- 
lishing to  the  world,  that  any  constraint  had  been 
resorted  to  for  their  religious  instruction.  He 
moreover  declared^  that  they  had  entered  Chablais 
as  apostles ;  that  they  were  determined  to  preserve 
the  same  character^  and  that  they  would  never 
employ  any  other  arms  against  the  Calvinists  than 
the  word  of  God.  He  candidly  acknowledged, 
that  temporal  princes,  had  often  been  under  the 
necessity  of  resorting  to  other  methods,  with  con- 
siderable success ;  but  the  same  indulgence  could 
not  be  allowed  to  persons  of  their  description ; 
their  functions  were  apostolical,  and  their  con- 
duct should  bear  some  proportion  to  the  character 
which  they  sustained. 

The  Baron  replied,  that  he  would  inform  the 
inhabitants  of  Thonon,  that  the  escort,  which  he 

— _ , — J  ■  *        ■ 

*  Anon.  Book  I. 


OF   SALES.      BOOK   II.  155 

wished  to  assign^  \¥as  not  intended  to  impose  re- 
straint on  the  town^  but  to  keep  the  people  within 
thebonnds  of  duty^  and  to  prevent  them  front 
proceeding  to  any  extremities^  which  might  be  at- 
tended with  fatal  consequences.  But  the  resolu- 
tion  t)f  Francis  remained  unshaken ;  and  all  that 
the  Baron  could  gain  with  the  most  importunate 
entreaties  was^  that  he  might  write  a  second  letter 
to  the  magistrates  of  the  town^  to  explain  to  them 
their  real  interests^  and  again  to  render  them  re« 
sponsible  for  all  that  might  happen  in  oppositiop 
to  the  wishes  and  the  authority  of  their  Sovereign. 
In  the  mean  time^  Francis  was  induced  to  remain^ 
till  an  answer  should  arrive. 

In  consequence  of  this  resolution^  the  Baron  of 
Hermance  wrote  to  the  magistrates  of  Tbonon, 
informing  them  that  the  Duke  of  Savoy^  in  send* 
ing  Francis  of  Sales  into  the  province,  had  no 
intention  of  violating  the  liberty  of  conscience^  or 
any  privilege,  which  they  enjoyed.  A  strong 
proof,  observed  the  Baron,  that  constraint  was 
not  intended,  might  be  seen  in  employing  for  the 
purpose  two  priests  without  pomp,  without  atten- 
dance, and  without  any  weapons  of  defence,  but 
the  word  of  God :  the  Baron  also  remarked,  that 
^s  the/knd  their  allies  had  been  the  first  to  vio- 
late the  treaty,  in  which  all  innovations  in  reli- 
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gious  coneerns^  were  forbidden  by  an  express 
clause^  the  Duke  of  Savoy  was  no  longer  bound 
by  a  compact^  which  had  been  thus  slighted ;  that 
however  he  was  determined  not  to  impose  on  them 
any  restraint^  nor  diminish  their  liberty  in  the 
slightest  degree  in  an  affair  of  so  much  conse^ 
quence;  but  that  there  were  many  persons  in 
Chablais^  who  desired  to  be  instructed  in  the  Ca- 
tholic religion^  which  they  had  abandoned  only  in 
consequence  of  the  violent  measures^  that  had 
been  employed ;  that  the  Duke  ordered  them  to 
be  left  at  complete  liberty  for  that  purpose ;  that 
for  the  accomplishment  of  this  end^  it  was  neces- 
sary that  persons  capable  of  giving  religious  in^ 
struction  should  be  admitted  into  the  province; 
that  the  people  had  nothing  in  their  mouths  but 
liberty  of  conscience,  which  they  openly  violated 
by  refusing  to  suffer  those  who  were  disposed  to 
embrace  the  Catholic  religion,  to  accomplish  their 
purpose  with  any  safety ;  that  the  Duke  took  per- 
sons of  this  character  under  his  protection ;  that 
he  desired  it  clearly  to  be  understood,  that  Fran- 
cis of  Sales  should  preach  the  Catholic  doctrine 
without  molestation;  that  no  person  should  be 
forced  to  hear  him,  but  that  no  violence  should 
be  employed  against  those,  who  were  disposed  to 
give  him  their  confidence;  finally,  he  i9eclared 
them  from  that  moment  responsible  for  all  the 
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haim^  that  might  happen  to  Francis  of  Sales^  or 
to  any  who  might  be  associated  with  him  in  his 
pious  enterprise. 

Ilie  magistrates  replied  to  this  communication^ 
by  tlurowing  the  blame  of  past  transactions  on  the 
poptilace^  who  are  not  easily  controled  on  such 
sud^Q  emergencies^  as  those  in  question^  and  by 
promising  to  employ  their  whole  authority  in  en- 
forcing the  execution  of  the  orders  of  their  Sove- 
rei^  with  becoming  respect. 

Indeed  Francis  on  his  return  to  Thonon  was 
f ^ceiyed  with  more  attention  and  regard ;    but  he 
bad  not  been  long  there^  before  he  heard^  that 
^eiy  secret  and  rigorous  orders  had  been  issued^ 
not  to  listen  to  him^  or  to  have  with  him  any 
communication.      These  injunctions  were  execu- 
ted so  punctually^     that   Francis    in    the   heart 
of  Thonon^  was  as  much  deserted^  as  if  he  had 
been  consigned  to  complete  solitude.     He  how- 
ever went  daily  from  AUinges  to  Thonon^  with 
as  much  punctuality^   as  if  he  had  been  called  by 
the  most  pressing  business ;  and  he  often  perform- 
ed the  journey  in  weather  so  unpleasant  and  bois- 
terous^ that  countrymen  of  the  most  robust  con- 
stitution^ had  not  courage  to  go  into  the  open 
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air.     *  Rain^  snow^  ice^  the  most  fiiripus  blasts, 
eren  tbe  horrors  of  night  were  not  sufficient  to 
hinder  liim  from  undertaking  the  jouniej%     Tbe 
cold  on  some  occasions  was  so  piercings   that  he 
appeared  motionless  with  its  effects^    and  in  eri- 
dent  danger  of  death ;  but  nothing  could  stop^  oir 
even  abate  the  ardour  of  his  zeal.    In  vain  was  k« 
warned  of  the  dangers^  to  which  he  exposed  h 
person  without  any  prospect  of  success ;  he  alwa; 
replied  in  the  words  of  our  Redeemer :  ''  Do  y^ 
not  know  that  I  am  about  the  work  of  my  fath 
who  is  in  Heaven?'' 

He  added^  that  God  alone  knew  the  time  a 
season  which  he  had  &Ked  for  the  conyersion 
these  poor  people ;  that  it  would  happen  soo 
than   it  could  be   imagined^    and  therefore 
ought  to  be  ready  to  avail  himself  of  the 
prospect. 

f  The  winter  of  this  year  was  so  severe,  am  ^ 
the  cold  so  intense,    that  his  feet  and  legs  wer^ 
covered  with  sores.     About  this  time^  there  took 
place  another  event  of  a  singular  nature,  which 
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^ould  have  completely  cooled  a  less  ardent  zeal 
than  that  with  which  he  was  inflamed.     One  day 
as  he  left  Thonon  at  a  later  hour  than  usual^  to 
tetum  to  AUinges^  he  was  overtaken  by  the  dark- 
ness of  the  night ;    in  this  perplexity^  he  lost  his 
road^  and  after  wandering  about  for  a  considera- 
ble time  to  no  purpose^  he  arrived  late  at  a  vil- 
lage, but  found  every  door  shut.      The  ground 
was  covered  vnth  snow^  and  the  cold  so  extremely 
piercings   that  during  the  whole' day,    the  hus- 
bandmen had  been  obliged  to  remain  at  home 
with  their  flocks.     He  knocked  at  every  door,  en- 
treating the  inhabitants,  by  considerations  of  the 
most  pathetic  nature,    not  to  let  him  perish  with 
<^old;  but  they  proved  to  be  Calvinists,  and  no 
one  would  give  him  admission.     To  complete  his 
iiusfortunes,  his  valet  named  him^  hoping  that 
^s  would  excite  some  consideration;    but  the 
device  remained  vnthout  effect.     *  God,  who  ne- 
'^^  abandons  his  servants,  enabled  him  to  find,  in 
'Qus  extremity,   the  oven  of  the  village,  still  re- 
taining some  portion  of  heat ;  into  this  asylum  he 
ftnid  his  servant  made  their  way,    and  were  thus 
preserved  from  death,  which  otherwise  must  in- 
evitably have  ensued. 
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*  On  another  occasion  he  was  in  danger  of 
perishing^  by  the  cruel  insensibility  of  the  inha^ 
bitants  of  a  different  village.  He  had  arrived  tiiere 
in  the  nighty  in  a  tremendous  storm  of  rain^  and 
was  unable  to  obtain  a  shelter  by  every  entreaty^ 
which  he  could  make;  he  was  accordingly 
obliged  to  spend  the  night  in  the  open  air^  ex- 
posed to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather ;  praising 
God,  like  the  apostles,  that  he  had  been  thought 
worthy  of  suffering  for  the  glory  of  his  name. 

Events  of  this  unpleasant  nature,  would  have 
induced  any  other  person,  less  resigned  to  the  or« 
ders  of  God,  and  less  zealous  for  his  glory^  to 
devise  means  of  avoiding  such  perilous  circum- 
stances ;  but  Francis,  who  was  incapable  of  shew- 
ing a  scrupulous  regard  for  his  own  safety,  when 
the  honour  of  God  was  concerned,  soon  after  ex- 
perienced another  adventure  scarcely  inferior  to 
any  thing  that  has  been  related.  On  his  depar- 
ture from  Thonon^  to  go  to  Allinges^  he  met  a 
Calvinist,  who  was  waiting  for  him,  and  who  told 
him,  that  he  was  much  edified  with  his  good  ex- 
ample, his  patience,  his  meekness^  and  the  incre- 
dible pains  he  took  to  procure  the  salvation  of 
people  who  repayed  him  with  such  ingratitude ; 
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ftat  on  comparing  his  life^  with  the  conduct  of 
their  mmisters^  he  wiLs  led  to  suppose^  that'purity 
of  doctrine  might  be  united  with  exemplary  man- 
Mn;.-ihat  in  consequence^  he  applied  to  him  for 
insbruction ;  and  that  he  conjured  him^  by  the 
Uood  of  Jesus  Christy  which  was  shed  for  his 
saI?ation>  to  have  compassion  on  him^  and  not  to 
postpone  his  spiritual  concerns. 

*  The  night  was  now  approaching ;  and  it  was 
more  dangerous  to  Francis  to  delay  his  departure^ 
as  be  had  a  forest  to  pass.  Under  these  circum- 
s^^nces^  it  appeared  natural  to  defer  his  instructi- 
^^  till  the  next  day ;  this  was  the  sentiment  of 
^\n9  of  Sales ;  and  his  servant^  who  never  left 
^^n,  and  who  had  shared  with  him  his  past  dan* 
S^%  implored  him  in  the  most  earnest  manner  to 
^opt  it  But  Francis  replied^  that  no  one  was 
assured  of  the  morrow ;  and  that  he  should  all  his 
'^  reproadi  himself  with  haying  neglected  the 
^Ivation  of  a.soul^  from  an  apprehension  dT  con- 
tingent danger,  from  which  he  might  be  preserved 
^y  ihe  bounty  of  God. 

T^he  prediction  of  Lewis  of  Sales  was  verified 
"y  the  event.     Francis  remained  so  long  with  the 
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Cahfiwiy  that  night  overtook  them  ob  their  ea* 
traaee  into  the  forest^  and  the  darkness  waa  such, 
as  rendered  it  impossible  for  them  to  distin^iah 
their  road.  In  the  mean  time^  the  howlings  of 
the  wolves,  the  cries  of  the  bears  and  other 
savage  beasts^  that  descended  from  the  mountains, 
conveyed  something  so  terrible^  as  to  shake  the 
most  determined  courage ;  the  servant  vras  palsied 
with  fear;  Lewis  of  Sales  scarcely  discovered 
more  resolution.  Francis  alone^  full  of  confidence 
in  God,  imparted  consolation  to  his  attendants, 
and  promised  them  in  His  name,  that  they  Uiooild 
be  freed  from  the  threatening  danger,  as  Daniel 
had  been  delivered  from  the  lion*s  den ;  he  told 
them,  that  the  hazard  to  which  they  were  ex* 
posed,  for  having  afforded  assistance  to  a  soul, 
that  asked  for  it  in  the  name  of  God,  bore  no 
proportion  to  the  situation  of  that  illustrious  pro- 
piiet.  At  this  moment  the  moon  tose,  when  he 
perceived,  that  they  were  not  far  from  a  venerabk 
rmq,  which  presented  some  remains  of  an  areh, 
that  afforded  them  a  shelter  from  the  inckmeacy 
of  the  weather.*  They  entered  the  place,  and 
spent  there  the  remaining  part  of  tlie  night.  But 
Francift  was  unable  to  ^oy  the  ^nallest  share  of 
repose.     As  the  moon  grew  brighter,  he  disco¥er- 
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ed^  that  the  ravn  was  a  part  of  a  cbiurc^>  which 
hii4  been  destroyed  by  the  Calyuusts.  Thia  dis- 
ceveiy  recalled  to  his  n^ind  the  c^lon^ble  state  of 
religion  in  Chablais ;  it  presented  a  gloomy  pie^ 
tufe  rf  tcB^tes  overthrown^  priests  banished^  the 
apci^  worship  suppressed^  heresy  triufiiphaiit> 
tvuth  discarded;  of  the  ioseasib^ity  and  almost 
invincible  obstinacy  of  the  pe^^le^  in  resisting  the 
voice  of  God^  who  called  them  to  the  Catholic 
Chnrch^  from  which  they  had  beenj  by  error  and 
sediictiony  sq  violently  torn.  In  this  st^U  of  muid!» 
seated  on  the  ruins  of  the  temple^  like  Jeremy  cm 
the  remains  of  Jerusalem^  filled  like  the  prophet 
with  a  holy  sorrow^  he  piously  exclaia)i(Bd  in  sjm* 
lar  strains:  ^'  where  are  the  secliidmi:Saipts4  who 
once  inhabited  these  fore^^  wd.  made;  ttv^qin  H^' 
sound  day  and  night  with  the  praises  ^ijl^e  l^^- 
O  where  are  those  virgins^  wha  folio we$^  t})e  Jj^- 
maculate  lamb;  those  priests  d(^yated  to  hi^  aer- 
v:ice>  those  temples  conseo^Ued  to  his  glory?  How 
much  is  the  gold  darkened!  How  is  its  bmi^ty 
tarnished !  How  profi^ely  frp  the  4one9  t)f  tfie 
sanctuaiy  thrown  about  i^  the  public  places !  Tp 
whom  shall  I  compare  Hftse,  O  daughter  of  Jeni- 
aalem?  To  whom  shall  I  s;ij  that  thou  ai:t  Ukcn- 
ed,  O  virgin^  dau^fer  of  Sion?  How  shall  I 
comfort  thee  ?  for  thy  grief  is  become  great  like 
the  ocean;  who  can  find  a  remedy  for  thy  ills  ? 
:  I.  2 
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Thy  prophets  have  had  for  tiiee  ooly  folse  and  ex-^ 
tnivagaiit  visions;  thej  have  not  discdrered  to 
thee  thy  iniquity^  in  order  to  excite  tibee  to  repen- 
tance: for  thee  haye  they  seen  in  these  yisions 
mily  a  d^ree  of  elevation  which  had  no  existoice^ 
and  iAefeats  of  thine  enemies  which  were  never  to 
tsdce  place.  Jerusalem^  Jerusalem^  be  at  lei^b 
converted  to  the  Lord  thy  God."  » 

'  Hie  morning  surprised  Francis  engaged  in 
these  pions  reflections;  he  awakened  his  compa^ 
iiions^  who  had  been  immersed  in  sleep;  they 
again  fouind  their  way,  and  arrived  at  Allinges/ 
T%ose  who  are  so  filled  with  the  spirit  of  tJie 
'v^otld,  as^  to  he'  ins^nisiMe  to  the  excellence  of  any 

* 

objects;-  uncdnnected  ^ifli  their  passions^  wiB 
iiJMe  a  dimcnlty  in  believing,  thitt  such  a  warm 
aaad  li^Ff  interest  in  the  glory  of  God,  can  be  ex!- 
dted  ^in'  the  human  breast.  But  men  endowed 
wiih  kti'  apostolic  spirit,  who  have  tasted^  how 
good  the  God  of  Israel  is  to  those,  who  possess  an 
Upright  heart,  will  find  nothing  in  this  relation, 
vi^hich  is  hot  perfectly  conformable  to  what  they 
have  themselves  experienced  on  similar  occasions. 
*  Whatever  judgment  may  be  formed  of  this 
circumstance,  the  sentiments  and'  even  the  expres- 


*  Aug.  of  Sales.  Bo6k  11. 


OF   SALES.      BOOK   II.  165 

sions  here  preserved^  are  ascribed  to  St.  Francis 
of  Sales  by  his  biographers^  on  this  memorable 

•  ^^ut  if  the^e  apostolical  labours  appeared  useless 
^tli  respect  to  the  iahabitauts  of  Chablaisj  the 
<^>3uequeiices  of  them  to  the  garrison  of  Allinges 
^^ace  widely  different  The  piety  of  Francis,  his 
'^^l  for  the  salvation  of  souls,  and  his  uncommon 
^^ckness,  had  procured  him  the  esteem  and  con* 
wlcace  of  the  officers  and  the  men :  this  dispositi- 
^^  ']m  giade  use  of  to  gain  them  to  God,  and  to 
^^'t4MM4uGe  among  them  His  fear  and  love.  He  be- 
]^y  converting  to  the  faith  some  soldiers  who 
iQalvinists ;  and  by  the  blessing  of  Heaven  of 
^oits,  their  conversion  was  so  complete,  that 
'^^^^^y  reformed  their  lives,,  and  became  as  exem^ 
^Imy  in  their  morals,  as  they  were  firm  in  their 
^^^^tL  They  assisted  him  in  bringing  some  Ca- 
^l^olic  soldiers  to  a  better,  and  a  more  Christian 
of  living. 


i*  Three  capital  disorders  were  prevalent  among 
^^e  troops;    blasphemy,    drunkenness,    and  the 
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praetite  of  terminating  disputes  by  duels.     Fran- 
cis undertook  to  reform  these  vices ;  and  his  suc- 
cess exceeded  his  expectations.      His  biographefst 
relate,  that  he  regulated  this  garrison  so  well,  that 
both  officers  tnd  men,  appeared  rather  a  collecti- 
on of  religious  persons,  than  a  military  troop.    It 
eunMt  on  this  account  be  asserted,   that  he  en- 
gaged ihem  in  practices^  incompatible  with  their 
state;  bo  man  erer  knew  better  than  Francis  of 
Sales,  how  to  direct  every  one  agreeably  to  hid  si- 
tuation in  life.     But  he  gave  them  so  stt&sg  All 
impression  of  the  judgments  of  God,  he  fidilvkl* 
ced  them  sd  completely,  that  iA  propdrCidn  M 
their  profession  in  life,  obliged  them  td  ^dvp&st 
thtit  persons,  they  ought  to  be  more  guaitled  ift 
avoiding  the  fatal  consequences  of  an  unhapfiy 
death,  that  he  changed  them  into  other  tiaen,  and 
produced  among  them  that  uprightness  of  hearty 
and  that  sincere  piety,  which  far  from  being  in* 
compatible  with  courage  and  military  valour^ 
tends  in  no  small  degree  to  increase  it,    and  t6 
give  it  greater  lustre. 

On  this  occasion  there  was  to  be  Ob^rWd 
something  similar  to  what  passed,  in  the  time  of 
the  apostles,  at  the  period  of  the  conversion  of 
the  Gentiles.  Military  men  were  the  first  who 
were  called  to  the  faith  in  the  person  of  Cornelius 
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the  centurian^  and  of  some  other  soldiers ;  thus 
dici  God  shew  us  in  the  clearest  manner^  that  no 
station  of  life  is  incompatible  with  sanctity.  In 
tlie  same  manner^  the  conversion  of  Chablais  be* 
g^n  by  that  of  the  garrison  of  Allinges^  as  if  the 
-AL.liiiigfaty  had  l)een  willing  to  give  a  sanction  to 
^he  mission  of  Francis^  by  rendering  it  similar  to 
^hat  of  the  apostles. 

At  length  the  time  destined  by  Divine  Provi* 

ice  for  the  conversion  of  Chablais  approached ; 

Tftin  did  Geneva  by  her  emissaries  oppose  the 

;r4i$B  of  the  work ;    in  vain  did  the  ministers 

Gtlvinism^  raise  obstacles  to  defeat  the  pur* 

^,  by  cabals^  by  calumnies^  and  seditious  dis- 

^^^>JLirse8.     There  is  no  force,  no  counsel,  which 

^^*J^  prevent  the  execution  of  the  resolves  of  Al- 

*^^^ighty  wisdom ;    and  the  manner  in  which  the 

«^;BU'ts  of  men  are  influenced  on  these  occasions, 

^^  followed  by  the  effect,  with  a  certainty  propor- 

*W>ned  to  the  acting  cause,   while  the  liberty  of 

*Hje  creature  is  preserved  inviolate. 

Whatever  prejudices  might  have  prevailed  a- 
''^^OQg  the  inhabitants  of  Thonon  against  Francis, 
^ey  were  greatly  struck  with  his  piety,  his  raeek- 
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ness^  his  invincible  patience^  his  indefatigable 
zeal  for  the  salvation  of  souls.  In  vain  did  the 
Dninisters  of  Calvinism  attribute  his  proceedings 
to  a  secret  ambition^  v^hich  labours  to  attain  its 
purposes^  by  means  indeed  difficult;  but  which 
pursues  its  end  by  those  methods^  that  appear 
to  be  of  an  opposite  tendency.  The  splend<Hr  of 
his  virtues^  his  disinterestedness^  the  little  pains 
he  took  to  repel  the  calumnies^  with  which  his  re- 
putation was  aspersed^  the  support  of  his  Sove- 
reigii^  on  which  he  could  rely^  though  he  availed 
himself  of  it  in  a  very  slight  degree^  his  confidence 
in  God^  which  seemed  to  be  his  only  resource^  the 
innocence  and  simplicity  of  his  actions^  very  far 
remote  from  any  human  views  and  considerations; 
all  this  spoke  so  loudly  in  his  favour^  that  the 
most  hardened  adversaries  were  unable  to  refraiii 
from  the  satisfaction  of  listening  to  his  instruct!^ 
ons. 

• 

Besides^  as  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  garri- 
son of  AUinges,  frequently  went  to  Thonon^  they 
there  spoke  with  the  utmost  freedom  of  the  su- 
perior virtue  and  exalted  qualities  of  Francis^ 
while  their  conduct  exhibited  less  equivocal  prooft 
of  his  merit.  Instead  of  that  unbridled  licenti- 
pusness^  that  libertinism  in  which  they  before  glo- 
ried ;    instead  of  blasphemies^  which  excited  hor- 
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ror^  those  frequent  duels^  which  robbed  God  of  so 
maxij  souls^  and  the  state  of  so  many  members^ 
these  militaiy  men  were  observed  to  be  orderly  in 
thi^i JT  conversation ;  grave  and  decorous  in  their 
actions ;  mild^  equitable^  submissive  to  the  laws^ 
and  exact  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty  in  pro- 
portion as  they  acted  from  purer  and  more  eleva- 
ted  *  motives^  and  accomplished  from  consciencious 
vie^^2vs,  what  before  had  been  performed  from  hu- 
TDSLa  respect.  Beholders  could  not  help  admiring 
acbange^  in  which  the  hand  of  the  Almighty 
Vfts  so  visibly  distinguished.  At  the  same  time^ 
the  instrument  employed  in  producing  this  work^ 
nal^urally  attracted  esteem.  Thus  did  God  dispose 
the  L^arts  of  men  in  favour  of  his  servant;  thus  did 
He  prepare  the  way  for  the  achievements^  which 
nia^lce  the  subject  of  the  ensuing  part  of  our  history. 


^rancis^  having  now  perceived  that  the  aver- 
tt<>n;    which  the  people  of  Chablais  had  con- 
<^^Yed  for  him^  was  daily  abating^  and  that  his 
CDimpaQj  Yi^as  ndt  avoided  with  a  degree  of  stu- 
dious attention^  believed  that  he  might  with  pro- 
priety and  effect  visit  the  houses  of  private  per- 
^iis,  and  show  proper  civility  and  attention.     He 
a^tiordingly  adopted  this  plan,  frequently  conversed 
0X1  indifierent  subjects^  and  was  pleased  gradually 
to  gain  their    confidence.       This  extraordinary 
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meekness  certainly  gave  to  his  conversation  a 
charm,  of  which  the  effect  was  irresistible.  A 
certain  prepossession  was  excited  in  his  favour^  as 
soon  as  he  had  opened  his  lips ;  and  with  an  in- 
fallible certainty  he  at  once  gained  the  esteem  and 
affection  of  those  with  whom  he  conversed.  The 
haughty  and  imperious  manners  of  the  mifUftors 
of  the  Calvinists^  formed  a  complete  contrast,  of 
bis  mild  and  gentle  deportment ;  and  the  harsh- 
ness, vidth  which  they  treated  him  in  different 
companies^  the  reproaches  and  injuries,  ynth 
which  they  loaded  him,  considerably  ^ihanced 
his  moderation  and  meekness,  and  served  to  r^^ise 
him  in  the  esteem  of  those,  •  who  daily  wit- 
nessed the  hasty  sallies  of  his  adversaries,  and 
the  invariable  patience,  with  which  he  endured 
such  scenes. 

Affairs  were^  in  this  situation,  when  Francis 
received  intelligence  thai  two  gentlemen  of  his 
acquaintance,  had  just  left  town,  to  proceed  to 
the  country,  in  order  to  terminate  a  dispute  by  a 
duel  He  hastened  to  the  spot  with  a  zeal,  which 
never  left  him.  They  were  already  engaged  in  4 
furious  combat ;  and  the  rage  painted  on  their 
countenances  left  no  doubt,  that  the  affair  would 
end  in  the  destruction  of  one  or  perhaps  both  of 
the  parties.     Francis  separated  them  at  the  hazaid 
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of  big  life^  atid  succeeded  iti  representing  to  them 
m  suck  lirely  colours  the  enormity  of  single  com- 
batij  forbidden  by  every  law  of  heaven  and  earth> 
lu»d  the  danger  to  which  they  had  exposed  them- 
seltes  of  perishing  eternally^  for  a  mistaken  point 
of  boniMlr^  that  he  t^econciled  them  on  the  spot^ 
mM%A  Al^{«d  them  to  consent  to  a  mutual  embrace* 
Bitt  tlie  grace  which  attended  his  ministry^  pro- 
duced still  more  wonderful  effects ;  it  changed 
tCi «  combatants  into  new  men ;  thgr  both  mada 
to  him  a  general  confession^  and  amended  their 
u^es.  One  of  them  ih  particular^  more  impressed 
^^th  the  event  than  the  other^  abandoned  the 
^v^orld,  and  retired  to  a  country-house^  agreeably 
situated  near  Thonon.  This  spot  was  all  that 
i^^mained  to  him  of  the  wrecks  of  a  dissipated 
ft>rtiine. 

^Tfaerp  laying  aside  every  false  impression  witll 

'^sjiect  to  those  objects,  by  which  he  had  so  often 

^^^^^poaed  hit  soul  to  eternal  ruin,  he  considered  in 

^*^€t  bitterness  of  his  heart  all  those  unfortunata 

^^ys^  he  had  spent  in  offences  against  his  maker> 

^^  ill  a  jgeneral  inattention  to  his  salvation. 

^nuidS;^  who  had  reconciled  him  to  God,  and 

^Ad  been  the  adviser  of  this  plan  of  retiremwit, 

i        ^»cvw  lost  sight  of  him,   but  visited  him  daily. 

I       He  was  aware,  that  persons  recently  converted^ 
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like  young  trees^  need  very  careful  cultivation; 
and  that  it  is  generally  very  hazardous  to-leave 
ihem  too  much  to  themselves.  But  what  princi- 
pally attracted  notice  in  this  transaction  was^  that 
he  effectually  excited  in  his  penitent^  sentiments  of 
those  virtues^  which  distinguished  his,  own  cha- 
racter. From  a  person  haughty^  passionate  and 
vindictive^  as  he  was^ .  he  became  mild^  pati^it, 
easy^  and  affable.  As  he  was  far  advanced  in 
years^  he  had  to  overcome  long  and  inveterate 
habits  of  vice;  but  the  practice  of  virtues^  con* 
trary  to  his  natural  dispositions  and  inclinations 
appeared  so  congenial  to  him^  that  he  seemed  to 
offer  himself  no  violence.  . 

As  this  nobleman  had  long  pursued  a  military 
career  with  considerable  reputation^  and  .had  acl 
quired  that  experience,  which  is  necessary  for  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  civil  life^  the  nobility 
of  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  leading  persons  of 
Thonon,  paid  him  frequent  visits.  He  spoke  with 
grateful  feelings  of  the  favour  which  God  had 
conferred  on  him,  and  in  high  terms  of  comjdieii* 
dation  of  Francis,  who  had  been  employed  as.ihe 
instrument  in  reclaiming  him  from  his  evil  ^courses; 
a  desire  was  thus  excited  of  forming  the  .acquaints 
ance  of  the  pious  missionary,  and  of  enjoying^  hif 
conversation.     Francis  seconded  these  views ;  and 


OF  SALES.      BOOK  11.  173 

by  file  blessing  of  Heaven  on  their  endearours, 
that  house  became  the  general  asylum  of  peni- 
tents. 

Francis  there  began  to  hold  regular  confe- 
rences. He  first  brought  his  hearers  to  an  ac- 
knowledgment^ that  schism  is  one  of  the  greatest 
evils/ which  can  befalthe  Chiu'ch;*  that  unless 
the  most  substantial  reasons  be  produced  to  justify 
the  separation^  it  is  alone  suflSci^nt  to  bring  eter- 
nal perdition  upon  the  authors  of  it^  upon  those 
who  are  ei^ged  in  it^  and  upon  all  who  adhere 
to  it; ;  that  if  those  who  left  the  pale  of  the  Catholic 
Church  did  wrongly  by  such  a  proceedings  those 
who  only  followed  them^  are  obliged  to  return  to 
the  centre  of  unity ;  and  that  neither  temporal 
interest^  connections^  human  considerations^  esteem 
for  their  pastors^  tenderness  for  those  whom  they 
bad  till  then  looked  upon  as  their  brethren^  nei- 

ter  fear^  mcij^aces  nor  outrages  o^  any  kind  could 

exempt  ihatOi  from  this  duty. 

He  likewise  maintained  that  the  Catholic  Church 
itCN)ds  wift  respect  to  them^  on  a  different  ground 
froiQ  otUer  societies^  which  professed  a  belief  in 
Christ  i  that  their  fathers  had  lived  and  died  in  it^ 

•  .  ■    * 

' ^  •  .  

'  '*  DuSlii  in  bis  Apology  admits  this  as  a  certain  truth. 
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wd  that  many  <^  them  bad  there  received  baph 
tism ;  that  they  had  bean  fostered  aiid  iastrueted 
by  its  parental  care ;  and  that  they  were  inddited 
to  the  Catholic  Church  solely^  for  the  scriptures 
which  A^  bad  preserved^  and  pi|t  k\i^  theit 
bands.  He  added^  that  it  was  sot  his  aefna} 
purpose  to  display  either  tbecqitent^  tijiue^  Ulitiquify^ 
or  the  successioQ  of  the  aaered  mini^ry^  wbieb 
however  were  marks  of  the  true  .(^bmeh ;  b^t  ke 
thought  it  extremely  harsh  to  eoi^denui  to  etermi 
flames^  without  any  e^^amioatiim  of  the  eas^  tH 
those  from  whom  they  hEKl  revived  an  existence ; 
and  it  appeared  to  him  the  hc^bt  of  injustice  ta 
pronounce,  without  hearing  the  cause,  a  seiitence 
of  condemnation,  against  a  Churchy  to  which, 
notwithstanding  their  rooted  aversioi),  they  had  9^ 
many  obligations. 

He  farther  observed,  that  there  w)as  a^  extrsior* 
dinary  degree  of  injustice  in  this  emduct,  as  tfaft 
Church  perpetually  complained  of  the  JAJuiy  do^Q 
to  her ;  that  she  was  injuriously  accused  of  cor- 
rupting  the  deposite  of  faith,  and  of  rdinquisfaifig 
the  belief  of  her  ancestors,  and  that  ^  waji  wt-* 
presented  in  such  hideous  fprqas^  tWt  h^  qhildi^ 
were  unable  to  distinguish  her  appfuraiice ;  tl^^ 
he  was  ready  to  justify  her  conduct  by  demon^tra* 
five  evidence  ;  and  in  a  maaaer  s9tisfactoi;y  to  the 
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ifiteanest  understandings  as  nothing  was  farther 
iiQcessary  for  this  purpose^  than  to  explain  her 
doctrine  with  neatness  and  precision. 

As  the  ohservations  of  Francis  of  Sales  were  ex- 
tremely rational,  he  was  listened  to  with  great 
attention ;  he  availed  himself  of  this  circumstance, 
and  continued  his  discourse.  He  ranarked,  that 
for  a  considerable  time^  the  Catholic  Church  had 
been  accused  of  idolatry^  of  destrojang  the  medi* 
Q^tioa  of  Christy  and  o€  paying  to  the  saints,  to 
their  images  and  their  relics,  a  species  of  worship, 
due  only  to  God.  Those  who  assisted  at  the 
conference,  acknowledged,  that  these  were  the 
l^c^ng  motives  of  their  separation.  Francis  re- 
plied, that  no  inferior  motives  could  justify  a 
*<^liism,  which  had  occasioned  so  many  rebellions, 
l^atd  deluged  the  country  with  blood,  and  had 
P^t)diiced  such  fatal  effects ;  but  unfortunately  for 
^Hose  who  had  acted  on  these  grounds,  the 
^^^Vges  were  destitute  of  foundation ;  the  Church 
^^as  hy  no  means  guilty  in  any  of  these  articles  ; 
^'Itmt  to  be  convinced  of  the  truth  of  this  assertion,. 
nbty  bad  only  to  learn  her  real  sentiments  on  these 
{^oiflits,  not  from  her  enemies,  who  were  indus- 
^I'ious  to  disguise  them,  but  from  herself. 

He  declared  therefore  in  her  name,  and  he 
^itifessed  himself  readv  to  seal  the  declaration 


^^^i 
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with  his  bloody  that  the  Catholic  Church 
adores  only  one  God^  creator  and  Lord  of  all 
things;  that  this  adoration^  according  to  her 
doctrine^  consists  in  believing^  with  a  constant^ 
humble  and  submissive  faith,  whatever  it  has 
pleased  him  to  reveal;  in  adherii^  to^  him  bjr: 
hope^  in  loving  him  above  all  things^  with  all  the* 
powers  of  our  soul^  as  the  only  and  true  good^ 
\«rhich  alone^  by  its  enjoyment^  can  constitute 
our  eternal  happiness ;  that  she  looks  on  all^  that 
is  not  God,  as  finite  and  dependant  beings, 
which  owe  their  existence  and  preservation  to 
him ;  and  that  far  from  believing  that  it  is  lawful 
to  apply  that  adoration^  which  is  due  to  God' 
alone^  to  any  created  object  whatever,  Ihe  Catholic 
Church  condemns  such  a  practice  as  the  height  of 
impiety. 

As  to  the  mediation  of  Christ,  he  said,  that  the' 
Catholic  Church,  far  from  destroying  it,  professei^ 
to  owe  every  thing  to  him  ;  that  her  existence 
and  her  hopes  centre  in  him ;  that  she  asks  for 
every  thing,  hopes  for  every  thing,  and  returns 
thanks  for  all  favours  by  him;  and  that  she 
places  in  this  mediation  between  Godandman^/' 
all  hopes  of  salvation.  He  added,  that  she  be- 
lieves that  all  our  sins  are  pardoned  by  the  pure 
mercy  of  God,  through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ ; 

at  we  are  indebted  to  a  bounty  wholly  gra- 
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tuitous  for  that  justice  which  is  in  us  by  the 
Holy  Ghost ;  that  all  the  good  works,  which  we 
perforin,  are  so  many  gifts  of  his  glory;    that 
eternal  life  is  to  be  proposed  to  the  faithful,  both 
as  a  grace,  which  is  mercifully  promised  by  the 
mediation  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Saviour  and  Re- 
deemer of  all  mankind,    and  as  a  recompence, 
which  is  faithftiUy  given  to  the  good  works  in 
virtue  of  this  promise;    but  that  the  Catholic 
Church  has  always  taught,  that  these  good  works 
are  the  gifts  of  God,  that  we  can  do  nothing  of 
ourselves ;  but  that  we  can  do  every  thing  in  him, 
who  strengthens  us,  and  that  all  our  confidence 
ought  ever  to  be  placed  in  Jesus  Christ. 

Never  did  astonishment  equal  that  which  was 
manifested  by  the  Calvinists,  who  assisted  at  this 
conference ;  they  had  been  accustomed  during 
their  whole  lives  to  hear  sentiments  attributed  to 
the  Catholic  Church,  widely  different  from  those 
which  Francis  assured  them  belonged  to  her; 
they  had  heard  her  accused  by  their  ministers  of 
paying  that  worship  to  creatures,  which  is  due  to 
God  alone,  of  destroying  the  mediation  of  Christ, 
by  assigning  to  him  associates  before  the  throne 
of  God,  of  raising  free  will  too  high  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  grace,  and  of  weakening  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Redeemer  of  mankind,  by  the  doctrine^ 

VOL.   I.  M 
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which  teaches  the  necessity  of  good  works  to 
salvation. 


But  their  astonishment  increased  when  Francis 
added^    that   the    Catholic  Church   has  always 
taught,  that  Jesus  Christ  God  and  man^  was  alon 
capable^    in  consequence  of  his  infinite  dignity^^. 
of  offering  to  God  a  sufficient  satisfaction ;  that^ 
this  satisfaction  was  infinite;  that  our  RedeemecB 
paid  the  whole  price  of  our  redemption;  thatt' 
nothing  was  wanting  to  the  plenitude  of  thi^ 
price,  as  it  was  infinite ;  and  that  the  punishment 
reserved  for  penitential  purposes,  by  no  mean^ 
proceed  from  a  defect,  in  the  payment  of  the  ran — 
som,  but  from  the  order  established  by  God^  tc7 
restrain  mankind  within  the  boundaries  of  duty 
by  just  apprehensions  of  suffering,  by  a  repara- 
tion proportioned  to  the  scandals  that  might  be 
given,  and  by  the  exercises  of  a  salutary  disci- 
pline. 

This  last  explanation  had  the  full  effect  of  giv- 
ing to  the  persons  who  assisted  at  the  conference, 
far  different  sentiments  from  those,  which  they 
had  hitherto  entertained,  concerning  the  doctrine 
of  the  Catholic  Church.  They  began  to  believe 
that  the  Church  was  injured  by  false  representa- 
tions; that  their  own  ministers,  were  not  suflEL- 
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cieatly  acquainted  with  her  doctrine^  or  that  they 
Iiad  their  reasons  to  disguise  it ;  and  that  it  would 
be  equally  easy  to  refute  their  calumnies  on  other 
controverted  points^  as  well  as  on  those^  which 
^ad  been  the  subject  of  discussion.     But  Francis 
"^ing  unwilling  to  load  their  memories  too  much^ 
postponed  to  another  conference^  the  explanation 
of  the  other  articles^  which  he  had  himself  pro- 
posed to  their  consideration.     Thus  closed  this 
''^^^Jciorable    assembly^    which  was   followed    by 
others  with  no  less  success. 


the  mean  time  rumours^  that  such  assemblies 
held^  began  to  be  generally  circulated  at 
*^^^»meva,  at  Thonon,    and  in  Chablais;  and  the 

ts  of  people  were  much  divided^  respect- 
the  manner^  in  which  Francis  had  explained 
^-'^^    Catholic  doctrine.     Some  asserted^   that  the 
^t^rcourse,  which  he  had  held  with  the  Calvi- 
^^"ts,  had  inspired  him  with   better   sentiments^ 
^^^  that  in  time,  he  might  be  led  to  adopt  their 
^^'tiioas.     Others  roundly  declared,  that  he  had 
^^^  faithfully  represented  the  doctrine  of  his  own 
d:vtirch,  and  that,  if  what  he  had  advanced  were 
to  \)ecome  public,  it  would  be  disavowed.     Some 
'^^re  found  to  say,  that  the  desire  to  make  con- 
versions, and  to  acquire  celebrity  among  his  own 
'people,  had  induced  him  to  disguise  his  real  sen- 
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timents^  and  to  approach  as  near  as  possible  to 
the  doctrine  of  the  reformers ;  and  that  he  would 
never  dare  to  maintain  in  public^  what  he  had 
^  proposed  in  private  assemblies^  in  presence  of^  a 
small  number  of  suborned  and  prejudiced  wit- 
nesses. But  what  was  extremely  singular  in  the 
history  of  these  transactions^  the  most  skilful  of 
the  ministers^  were  either  so  little  acquainted 
with  the  belief  of  the  Catholic  Churchy  or  con- 
ceived such  violent  prejudices  against  her,  that 
they  were  either  unable  or  unwilling  to  recog- 
nise her  doctrine,  in  the  explanations  of  Francis. 
This  is  a  certain  proof,  that  party  spirit,  preju- 
dice and  animosity,  have  the  most  extensive  influ* 
ence  on  the  differences  that  divide  the  Churches ; 
and  that  if  the  reformers  were  desirous  of  peace> 
we  should  soon  come  to  a  mutual  understanding. 

Francis  having  heard  what  was  reported  of  his 
conferences  and  his  sentiments,  believed  himself 
obliged  to  give  a  reply,  lest  his  silence  might 
admit  of  an  uncandid  interpretation,  and  make  an 
unfavourable  impression  on  the  minds  of  the 
weak.  For  this  reason  he  published. an  account  of 
what  had  passed  in  the  assemblies  he  had  held. 

He  then  represented  with  his  usual  meekness^ 
that  neither  the  fidelity  which  he  owed  to  his 
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charge^  nor  his  regard  for  his  own  character, 
allowed  him  to  adulterate  the  doctrine  of  the 
Catholic  Churchy  or  disguise  her  sentiments ;  that 
the  manner^  in  which  he  had  lived  among  them, 
should  have  given  them  a  better  opinion  of  his 
sincerity;  that  he  wished  indeed  with  much 
anxiety  for  their  return  to  the  Catholic  Church, 
but  that  this  anxious  wish^  should  never  induce 
him  to  prevaricate^  nor  to  employ  improper  means 
to  attain  his  end ;  that  in  pursuance  of  these  sen- 
timents^ he  had  explained  the  Catholic  doctrine, 
not  only  in  conformity  to  his  own' principles,  or 
those  of  private  doctors,  but  agreeably  to  the  ex- 
position given  by  the  council  of  Trent.  That 
this  council  could  not  be  charged  with  ignorance 
of  the  doctrine  of  the  Catholic  Church,  which  it 
represented,  nor  with  a  design  to  adulterate  and 
falsify  it;  that  the  Church  on  the  other  hand 
could  not  be  reproached  with  abandoning  the 
doctrine  of  the  council,  as  a  part  of  the  animosity 
which  the  reformers  conceived  for  her,  originated 
in  the  public  profession,  which  she  made  to  ad- 
here to  what  had  been  there  decided ;  that  it  was 
incontestably  true  that  he  had  explained  the  Ca- 
tholic doctrine  with  all  possible  fidelity  and  ex- 
actness ;  but  that  they  must  candidly  acknowledge^ 
that  their  misconceptions  concerning  this  doc- 
trine, arose  from  this  circumstance,  that  they  had 
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no  knowledge  of  it,  but  from  the  frightful  repre- 
sentations of  their  own  ministers ;  that  accus- 
tomed to  the  hideous  colours,  in  which  it  was 
represented  in  their  conventicles,  they  were  un- 
able to  recognise  it,  when  it  was  displayed  in  its 
native  dress ;  that  in  proportion  to  the  care, 
which  was  taken  to  explain  it  in  all  its  purity,  did 
they  contend,  that  the  doctrine  was  changed  or 
disguised ;  and  whenever  their  prepossessions  were 
rectified,  they  imagined,  that  their  instructors 
were  become  their  proselytes. 

After  these  prefatory  remarks,  he  explained  the 
Catholic  doctrine  on  the  adoration  due  to  God 
alone,  on  the  mediation  and  satisfaction  of  Christ, 
in  the  inanner  already  related ;  and  he  cited  those 
passages  from  the  council  of  Trent,  which  justi- 
fied what  he  had  advanced,  in  order  that  his 
readers  might  verify  them,  and  no  longer  accuse 
him  of  having  disguised  or  adulterated  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Church  ;  and  that  they  might  cease 
to  assert,  that  he  would  be  considered  by  those  of 
his  own  communion,  as  having  ill  explained  the 
Catholic  doctrine. 

He  afterwards  expounded,  with  the  same  fide- 
lity, the  belief  of  the  Church  on  the  intercession 
and  the  invocation  of  the  Saints,  and  on  the  ho- 
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nour^  which   is  paid  to  their  images  and  their 

jrelics.     He  said  on  this  subject^  that  the  Catholic 

Olx-urch    professed   to  believe,    that  the    Saints 

reigning  with  Christy  so  far  from  having  lost  any 

poirilion  of  that  charity^  which  induced  them  to 

for  the  Church,  while  they  were  on  earth, 

attained  the  perfection  of  charity  ;  that  they 

up  prayers  for  us,  but  that  they  offer  them 

tib-xr^ugh  Jesus  Christ ;  that  the  Church  addresses 

tb^m  in  the  same  spirit,  in  which  we  b^  of  our 

brethren  on  earth  to  pray  for  us  and  with  us,  to 

oijir  common  Lord,  in  the  name  of  our  common 

mediator,  who  is  Jesus  Christ;  that  when  she 

o^dresses    the    Almighty,    she    invariably    says, 

f^ctnoe  mercy  an  us,  hear  us,  but  to  the  Saints,  she 

®^3''«j  prat/ for  us;  that  in  whatever  terms  these 

px'a.yers  might  be  expressed,    she  attributes  to 

"^em  no  other  meaning,  than  what  is  comprised 

in.  ihese  words,  pray  for  us. 

He  observed,  that  this  manner  of  praying,  so 
ia.jr  from  transferring  to  creatures  what  God  has 
'^a^rved  to  himself,  could  on  no  occasion  be  ad- 
^^ssed  to  the  supreme  being;  that  if  these  words 
P^^cy  for  us,  which  are  directed  to  the  Saints, 
^^^lild  be  supposed  to  diminish  the  confidence^ 
^^^t  should  be  placed  in  God,  St.  Patil  would  not 
^^Te  so  often  repeated ;  My  brethren  pray  for  us. 
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since  such  words  would  have  been  censurable^  jf 
addressed  to  the  livings  as  well  as  to  the  dead. 

Farther,  he  stated  that  the  Catholic  Church  bjf  . 
no  means  ascribes  to  the  Saints,  either  immensity, 
a  knowledge  of  the  secrets  of  hearts,  or  any  of  the 
divine  perfections,  as  idolaters  have  done,  and  as 
she  is  falsely  accused  of  doing  herself;  that  she 
believes  only  that  God  communicates  to  them  our 
wants  and  our  prayers,  either  in  the  manner  in 
which  he  frequently  discovered  to  his  prophets 
those  events,  the  knowledge  of  which  is  reserved 
to  himself,  or  in  some  other  unknown  way,  on 
which  the  Church  has  not  pronounced  ;  but  that 
she  constantly  professes  that  the  Saints  enjoy  no 
advantage,  possess  no  knowledge  of  future  events^ 
or  any  power  of  assisting  us  by  their  prayers,  but 
as  far  as  it  pleases  God  to  permit ;  after  such  a 
declaration,  that  she  can  never  be  chained  with 
idolatry,  in  consequence  of  the  honour  shewn  to 
the  Saints. 

As  to  the  veneration  paid  to  images,  Francis 
referred  to  the  express  words  of  the  council  of 
Trept,  which  forbids  the  faithful  to  acknowledge 
in  them  any  divinity,  or  power,  that  should  attach 
reverence,  to  ask  of  them  any  favour,  or  to 
place  in  them  any  confidence ;  but  requires  that 
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^^  honour  paid  to  them  be  referred  to  the  origi- 
nal^ \yhich  they  represent,  as  the  honour  shewn 
to  the  originals  themselves  is  ultimately  referred 
•>  God,  who  raised  them  to  sanctity  and  to  glory, 

as  he  is  the  end  and  the  principal  object  of  all 

religious  worship. 

He  added,  that  the  reformers  themselves  must 
acknowledge,  that  God  did  not  forbid  the  uise 
of  all  images,  but  of  such  only,  as  were  ititended 
to  represent  the  divinity  as  corporally  present^ 
and  to  worship  them  as  endowed  with  some  divine 
power;*  he  maintained,  that  the  Catholic.  Church 
never  admitted  any  of  this  kind,  that  she  never 
presumes  to  represent  God,  as  he  is,  a  spiritual 
being,  invisible,  infinite,  and  not  admitting  any 
external  representation  ;  but  that  she  believes  be 
may  be  innocently  exposed  to  the  eyes  of  the 
fiuthfial,  under  the  figures,  in  which  he  has  been 
pleased  to  appear  to  the  prophets ;  in  a  word, 
that  the  Catholic  Church  does  not  worship  im* 
ages,  but  uses  them  only,  to  elevate  the  mind  to 
the  originals,  which  they  represent ;  and  these 
sentiments  distinguish  her  from  idolaters,  who 
caimot  without  extreme  injustice  be  compared 
to  her. 


♦  Catechism  of  the  Calvinists. 
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As  to  the  honour  shewn  to  the  relics  of 
Saints^  Francis  maintained^  that  it  is.  so  aocieimn 
that  it  has  always  been  practised  so  uniyersaL 
and  so  constantly  in  the  Churchy  that  G< 
has  authorized  it  by  miracles  so  splenA: 
and  so  certain^  such  as  those  recorded  by 
Austin^  who  was  an  eye-witness  of  them,  that 
can  never  be  condemned  without  rashness ;  tb^^ 
this  veneration  is  so  far  from  diverting  us  frcMirr' 
the  worship  due  to  God  alone,  that  we  consid^^ 
relics  as  the  precious  remains  of  bodies- whicb, 
St.  Paul  observes,  have  carried  and  glorifi( 
eod. 


Finally,  Francis  offered  to  justify  the  CathoU 
Church  with  the  same  demonstrative  cvidencej^ 
on  all  the  contested  articles,  either  in  writing,  oi0- 
in  regular  conferences,  at  the  option  of  the  mi — 
nisters ;  and  he  entreated  them  to  read  the  printed 
account  with  dispassionate  coolness,  and  in  th^ 
same  spirit  of  charity,  as  had  induced  him  tc:^ 
compose  it. 

But  they  were  far  remote  from  these  pacific^ 
dispositions ;  they  contented  themselves  with .  re^ 
newing  their  ancient  calumnies,  with  the  addition 
of  others ;  it  was  even  resolved  by  their  party,  to 
procure  the  assassination  of  the  gentleman,  who 
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had  afforded  an  asylum  to  Francis^  for  the  pur- 
pose of  holding  the  conferences,    of  which  we 
have  spoken.     The  design  of  this  horrid  resolve 
was  to  prevent  others,  by  so  terrible  an  example, 
from  forming  any  such  connection  with  the  mis- 
sionary.*      A   Calvinist  gentleman,    among  his 
relatives,  undertook  the  execution  of  this  detes- 
table purpose.     It  is  ^  apparent,  that  he  did  not 
nnean  to    proceed  without  accomplices,    as  the 
Catholic  party  obtained  intelligence  of  the  design. 
The  destined  victim   was   advised  to  take  such 
precautions,  as  would  render  him  superior  to  his 
Mlversary ;    and    he    wanted    not    friends,    who 
^^ould  have  fled  to  his  assistance,  on  the  least 
signal  of  danger,  vnth  which  he  was  threatened ; 
^^t  he  replied,  that  if  his  enemy  came  alone,  he 
^^^nted  no  aid  to  defend  his  person;  but  that  if 
"^   should  be  assailed  by  numbers,  he  had  ample 
*inae  to  provide  for  self  defence.     The  day  after 
"le    intelligence  was  obtained,  the  Calvinist  gen- 
*^^i3[ian  waited  on  him,  with  the  easy  and  disen- 
S^'ged  appearance  of  a  friend,  seeking  for  amuse- 
Di^nt;  he  was  unattended,   and  seemed  to  have 
no  weapon,  but  his  sword.     The  Catholic  received 
binv  with  his  usual  gentleness  and  ease ;  they  spent 
the  day  together,  without  any  attempt  on  the 

*  Anon,  Life  of  St.  Francis.    Book  I. 
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part  of  the  Calvinist ;  whether  he  felt  any  reluct- 
ance in  executing  so  shameful  a  deed^  or  whether 
an  opportunity  was  wanting  of  carrying  intm 
effect  liis  horrid  purpose.* 

The  following  day,  the  Catholic  gentleman, 
who  wished  to  speak  to  him  freely,  induced  him 
to  take  a  walk  in  the  country ;  they  went  out 
unattended  ;  and  tlie  Catholic  haying  led  him  to 
a  retired  spot,  where  he  feared  no  intrusion^ 
opened  to  him  the  intelligence,  which  he  had 
received  of  his  design.  The  Calvinist  changed 
colour;  but  the  Catholic  assured  him,  that  he 
had  nothing  to  fear  from  his  resentment;  that  if 
the  Calvinistic  creed  allowed  the  assassination  of 
relatives  and  friends,  the  Catholic  religion  re- 
quires, after  the  example  of  Jesus  Christ,  the 
pardon  of  the  most  virulent  enemies.  He  then 
embraced  the  Calvinist  with  a  cordiality,  that 
overcame  him ;  the  gentleman  in  confusion,  ac- 
knowledged his  de^n,  asked  his  pardon,  and 
protested  that  in  future  he  should  never  find  a 
greater  friend  than  himself. 

But  the  time  of  mercy  for  this  gentleman  was 
come.     The  same  grace,  which  of  a  most  ardent 


Ibid. 
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persecutor  of  the  Church,  made  the  most  zealous 
of  its  Apostles,  began  to  move  his  heart,  and  he 
desired  a  private  interview  with  Francis.  The  holy 
a^an  completed  in  private  conferences,  what  the 
good  example  of  the  Catholic  gentleman  had 
begun ;  the  penitent  abjured  his  errors,  and 
became  as  zealous  an  advocate  for  the  Catholic 
religiod;  as  he  had  been  an  ardent  partisan  of 
Calvinism. 

The  conversion  of  this  gentleman  made  a  con- 
siderable noise  in  the  world,  as  it  was  known, 
that  he  was  so  zealously  devoted  to  Calvinism,  as 
to  adopt  the  most  violent  measures  in  its  defence ; 
and  it  was  not  easily  conceived,  how  he  had 
passed  so  suddenly  from  one  extreme  to  the  other. 
Those  who  ascribed  all  transactions  to  human 
means,  and  were  ignorant  of  the  force,  which 
divine  grace  had  annexed  to  the  ministry  of 
Francis,  loudly  proclaimed  that  he  had  been 
gained  by  artful  promises  ;  others  declared  that  a 
great  sum  of  money  had  been  actually  paid  into 
his  hands.  But  these  rumours  gained  but  little 
credit ;  as  it  was  generally  known,  that  Francis 
conducted  the  mission  of  Chablais  at  his  own 
expence,  and  that  the  charities  which  he  bestowed 
on  the  new  converts,  often  reduced  him  to  the 
want  even  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 
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^tt  if  this  conversion  excited  considerable 
ictisfiiition  in  Chablais^  the  impression  made  by  the 
lult'  publication  of  Francis^  was  yet  stronger^ 
The  doctrine  of  the  Catholic  Church  was  justified 
in  terms  so  clear  in  that  performance^  that  it  was 
unanswerable.  For  it  became  necessary  to  prove, 
either  that  the  Council  of  Trent  had  been  unac- 
quainted with  the  Catholic  doctrine^  or  that 
Francis  had  misrepresented  the  meaning  of  the 
Council  by  false  citations^  or  that  the  Church 
had  not  adopted  the  sentiments  of  that  assembly. 
But  such  answers  appeared  so  unsatisfactory^ 
even  to  the  ministers^  that  they  thought  it  pru- 
dent not  to  choose  that  ground.  In  the  mean 
time  their  silence  caused  an  impression  extremely 
unfavourable  to  Calvinism,  and  fresh  conversions 
were  daily  made.  These  were  no  longer  con- 
ducted with  so  much  secrecy;  and  the  usual 
reserve  and  concealment  in  frequenting  the  in- 
structions of  Francis,  were  no  longer  observed : 
friends  introduced  their  friends,  fathers  their 
children,  masters  their  servants ;  and  people  from 
the  country  came  on  purpose  to  Thonon  to  hear 
his  discourses.  This  rapid  progress  alarmed  the 
Calvinists,  while  the  new  converts  displayed  such 
ardour  for  the  personal  safety  of  Francis^  as 
rendered  any  attempt  against  his  life  a  very  dif^ 
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ficialt  '■  concern  *  The  attempt  however,  was 
made;  two  assassins  were  hired  for  the  purpose ; 
*  part  of  the  money,  which  was  agreed  on,  was 
paid  in  advance,  and  the  rest  was  promised  after 
the  execution  of  the  deed.  An  engagement  was 
thus  formed  to  assassinate  Francis  on  the  road  of 
Allinges,  at  the  time  of  his  return ;  but  as  the 
pious  missionary  had  friends  who  were  unknown 
to  the  Calvinists,  an  attempt  of  this  nature  could 
iH>t  be  concealed  from  the  new  converts.  Some 
lamented  him,  as  if  the  stroke  had  been  already 
struck ;  others  deliberated  on  the  best  means  of 
preserving  him  from  the  fury  of  his  enemies ;  but 
^11  appeared  to  think,  that  whatever  precautions 
'^ght  be  taken  for  his  safety,  the  Calvinists, 
^ould  finally  succeed  in  sacrificing  him  to  their 
'hatred,  or  to  the  security  of  their  religion. 

Pull  of  these  melancholy  reflexions,  they  has- 
tened  to  Francis,  and  apprised  him  of  the  danger, 
*^  which  he  was  exposed  ;  but  he  spoke  to  them 
^*th  so  much  energy  and  feeling  of  confidence  in 
^<Hl,  of  the  glory  and  happiness  of  martyrdom, 
*hat  he  imparted  to  them  a  share  of  the  consda- 
^^^la^,  vnth  which  he  was  filled  amidst  the  sur- 

*  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales.  Book  II.  t 


193  THE   UFE  OF   ST.   FRANCIS 

rounding  danger.  He  however,  accepted  the 
offer  \¥hich  some  of  them  made  to  him,  of  at- 
tending him  to  Allinges.  They  departed  in  com* 
pany ;  but  scarce  had  they  entered  a  wood, 
through  which  they  had  necessarily  to  pass,  when 
the  two  assassins  started  from  a  bush,  where  they 
had  lain  concealed,  and  presented  themselves 
before  him  with  drawn  swords.  In  this  extre- 
mity of  danger,  Francis  preserved  his  usual  pre- 
sence of  mind ;  he  forbade  his  attendants  to  make 
use  of  their  defensive  weapons;  and  advancing 
towards  the  assassins  with  that  air  of  tranquil- 
lity and  meekness,  which  never  left  him,  he  said 
to  them.  ''  My  friends,  there  is  apparently  some 
mistake  in  this  business ;  you  certainly  do  not  di- 
rect any  attempt  against  a  man,  who,  so  far 
from  having  offended  you,  would  willingly  sacri- 
fice his  life  to  save  you."* 

These  few  words  calmed  in  a  moment,  the 
rage  with  which  these  furious  zealots  were  trans- 
ported ;  they  remained  motionless  for  some  time ; 
then  casting  themselves  at  his  feet,  asked  -  his 
pardon,  and  made  the  most  solemn  protestations, 
that  no  person  should  in  future  be  more  devoted 
to  his  service,  or  more  disposed  to  follow  him  in 


*  Idem  ibid. 


OF  SALES.      BOOK   II.  193 

all  danger.  Francis  raised  them  up^  pardoned 
them^  embraced  them  with  tenderness^  and  ad- 
vised them  to  retire  in  order  to  avoid  the  re- 
searches of  the  governor,  who  would  not  shew 
them  the  same  indulgence,  should  they  fall  into 
his  hands.  The  attendants  of  Francis,  who 
ascribed  the  apparent  repentance  of  these  wretches, 
to  thrir  inability  to  execute  their  atrocious  design, 
in  the  presence  of  so  many  spectators,  were  un- 
willing that  they  should  be  dismissed  on  such  easy 
terms  ;  they  thought  themselves  in  sufficient  force 
to  apprehend  them,  and  insisted  on  conducting 
them  to  Allinges,  that  they  might  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  governor.  The  servant  of 
Francis  was  particularly  animated  on  the  occasion, 
and  represented  with  much  energy,  that  they 
would  perpetually  be  exposed  to  similar  attempts, 
were  these  ruffians  suffered  to  pass  unpunished ; 
but  Francis  employed  all  his  authority  to  let 
them  retire,  and  forbade  his  attendants  to  mention 
the  adventure. 

But  on  their  arrival  at  Allinges,  the  servant 
thought  himself  not  bound  by  this  injunction, 
and  related  the  whole  transaction  to  the  Baron  of 
Herrqance.  The  governor,  on  hearing  the  details 
of  this  dark  attempt,  supposed  his  authority 
would  be  at  an  end^  if  in  the  sight  of  his  fortress, 
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and  almost  under  hb  own  eyes^  he  were  to  sufller 
such  crimes  to  be  committed  with  impunity  ;  he 
was  therefore  going  to  send  out  a  detachment  in 
pursuit  of  the  assassins^  with  an  order  to  bring 
them  to  Allinges  alive  or   dead.     But  Francis, 
whose  requests  carried  the  force  of  commands^ 
opposed  this    plan  with  so  much  energy,    that 
he  was    obliged    to    overlook   the   transaction; 
though,  it  must  be  owned,  such  conduct  might 
have  produced  very  fatal  effects.     One  condition 
however  was  insisted  on  by  the  governor,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  yield  to  it ;    he  was  never 
to  go  to   Thonon,    or  return  from  that  place, 
without    an    escort.     In    vain    did    he    try    to 
evade  this  measure  of  preservation;    the  Baron 
peremptorily  required,  that  six  men  well  armed, 
and  commanded  by  a  sergeant,  should  attend  him 
on  all  occasions.     This  order  was  executed  in 
opposition  to  the  wishes  of  Francis ;  but  as  he 
disUked  such  precautions,  he  found  means  in  a 
short  time  to  set  them  aside. 

He  proposed  to  the  Baron  his  plan  of  settling 
at  Thonon;  in  support  of  which  he  observed,* 
that  it  -was  the  only  means  of  avoiding  the  diffi-« 
culty  of  daily  walking  two  long  leagues,  and  thai 
often  in  tempestuous  weather ;  that  the  time  spent 
on  the  road,  might  be  more  usefully  employed ; 
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t)ia±    the  new  converts  ardently  wished  it;  that 

hy  l>eing  continually  on  the  spot^  he  might  avail 

himself  of  maity  opportunities,  which  by  his  ab- 

eeace  were  entirely  lost;  that  some  of  his  new 

converts  might  die  in  the  night ;  that  it  would 

he  a  perpetual  subject  of  self  condemnation,  not 

tO'  be  ready  to  assist  them,  when  th^  dtood  most 

ii^  need   of  his  services:  that  the  day  was  not 

suflBcient  for  those  who  presented  themselves  for 

• 

M^struction,  and  that  many  would  be  unwilling 
*^  visit  him  in  open  day,  who  would  cheer- 
fully repair  to  him  in  the,  concealment  of  the 

However  plausible    the    reasons  of    Francis 
^ight  appear,  the  Baron  of  Hermance  could  i^ot 
be  induced  to  adopt  his  opinion.     He  represented 
to  him  the  danger  to  which  he  must  expose  .his 
Person,  by  being  shut  up  in  Thonon  during  the 
^ight ;  that  he  would  thus  entrust-  himself  to  the 
disposal  of  the  Calvinists,  whose  hatred  for  him 
^as  generally  known ;  that  if  they  had  under- 
t^en  to  assassinate  him  in  open  day,  the  dark- 
ies of  night  would  increase  their  boldness;  that 
the  new  Catholics  were  too  weak  to  protect  him, 
Qt  if  they  undertook  such  a  task,  they  would  in- 
fcflibly  be  overpowered  by  the  superior  numbers 
<>fih^  assailants,  who  would  cheerfully  embrace 

n2 
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this  opportunity  of  inflicting  vengeance  ;  that  as 
the  Duke  of  Savoy  had  taken  him  under  his  pro- 
tection, any  unpleasant  event  would  commit  the 
authority  of  his  Sovereign;  that  affiiirs  might 
proceed  to  such  a  length,  as  to  involve  the  ruin 
of  Thonon ;  that  time  would  bring  matters  to  a 
prosperous  close,  and  that  by  proceeding  with 
less  haste,  he  might  be  enabled  to  form  more 
permanent  establishments.  The  Baron  added 
many  more  political  observations,  drawn  from 
the  neighbourhood  of  Geneva  and  Switzerland  ; 
the  resentment  of  which  countries  the  Duke  was 
willing  to  avoid,  and  not  by  any  means  to  draw 
their  arms  on  his  own  territories. 

.But  Francis,  who  in  accepting  the  mission  of 
Chablais,  had  abandoned  his  life  to  the  care  of 
Divine  Providence,  and  who  on  all  occasions  was 
full  of  confidence  i^  God,  and  in  the  effects  of 
His  all-powerful  grace,  promised  to  conduct  mat- 
ters, vdth  such  meekness  and  circumspection,  as 
to  obviate  any  of  those  events  which  excited  the 
alarms  of  the  governor. .  The  Baron  urged  the 
point  with  some  farther  observations ;  but  at 
length,  feeling  the  extreme  difficulty  of  the  jour- 
ney every  day  to  Thonon,;  and  of  his  return  to 
Allinges,  consented  that  he  should  follow  hi^ 
plan ;  he  accordingly  wrote  again  to  the  magis- 
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trates,  rendering  them  responsible  for  any  un- 
P]oasaht  event,  that  might  take  place. 

"*  The  Catholics  received  Francis  with  the  great- 
est demonstrations  of  joj  ;  the  respect,  the  esteem 
^*ici  confidence   which  they  conceived  for  him, 
exceeded  all  bounds;  they  considered  him  as  a 
'^la.n  of  truly  Apostolic  spirit,  full  of  grace  and 
*<>rc^,  raised  far  above  the  views  of  human  in- 
teregt ;  who  had  no  object  before  him  but  the  glory 
^f"  C5od  and  their  salvation.     Francis  on  his  side, 
suj>ported  his  ministry,  as  St.  Paul  expresses  it, 
**^     a  manner  worthy  of  God;  nothing  escaped 
^is    charitable  attention  ;   the  days  he  devoted  to 
*^*^struction  and  spiritual  conferences,   to  the  visit- 
irtg  of  the  poor  and  of  the  sick  ;   and  the  nights 
'^^    spent  in  study,  in  prayer,  and  in  admitting 
^^^iiners  to  reconciliation.     His  life  supported  his 
Pleaching;  and  his  discourses  completed,  what 
t^is  good  example  had  begun. 

A  method  of  life  so  truly  Apostolic,  was  at- 
^^nded  ynth  that  success,  with  which  God  had 
■^l^ssed  the  labours  of  the  Apostles.  Nothing 
*^ore  such  a  resemblance  to  the  Church  in  its  in- 
*^^^t  state,  as  the  congregation  of  Thonon ;  the 
^^nae  charity  for  their  brethren,  the  same  zeal 

*  Anon*  Book  I. 


198  THE   LIFB  OF  ST.  FRANCIS 

for  the  faith,  the  same  purity  of  manners  appeared. 
For  Francis  accounted  a  bare  abjuration  of  error 
of  little  consequence,  if  it  were  not  followed  by  a 
perfect  amendment  of  life;  unless  grace  super- 
abounded,  where  sin  had  appeared ;    unless  the 
blessing,  which  Heaven  annexed  to  his  ministry, 
contributed  at  once  to  enlighten  the  mind,  and 
subdue  the  heart.     But  nothing  made  a  more 
livdy  impression  on  the  minds  of  those  Calvinists, 
whd  were  not  completely  callous  to  all  feeling, 
than  the  manner  in  which  the  poor  and  the  sick 
were. relieved.     In  this  charitable  work,  Francis 
exhausted  the  whole  of  his  supplies,  after  afford- 
ing relief  to  others,  often  was  he  reduced  to  the 
want  of  common  necessaries  ;  and  in  addition  to 
these  efforts  of  his  own,  he  was  perpetually  soli- 
citing his  relations  and  friends  to  assist  the  poor 
Catholics  of  Chablais.     Very  considerable  sums 
were,  frequently  remitted  to  him,  but  they  bore 
a  small  proportion  to  the  extent  of  his  charity. 
The  Catholics  seconded  his  zeal  so  far,  as  to  be 
satisfied  with  necessaries  ;   and  among  them  was 
observed  a  pious  spirit  of  oeconomy,  which  was 
directed  to  no  other  purpose,  but  the  relief  of  the 
poor. 

The  splendor  of  so  many  virtues  attracted  daily 
Chiu'ch  some  new  proselyte ;  but  it  in- 
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♦feased  the  fuiy  of  the  Calvinists.  ''  What  are 
we  doing  ?*'  said  they^  as  the  Je\^s  said  of  Christ: 
*'  Here  is  a  man^  \^ho  is  insensibly  gaining  the 
esteem  of  the  public ;  lie  is  considered  an  Apostle^ 
^^d  we  are  daily  declining  in  credit.  Are  we  to 
wait^  till  he  has  brought  us  to  beggary^  and 
e&tablisbed  Popery  on  the  ruins  of  our  Temples  ? 
If  we  suffer  him  to  complete  the  work  he  has  be- 
gun^ the  Duke  of  Savoy  will  come^  and  taking 
^vantage  of  the  small  number  to  which  we  are 
i^educed^  will  establish  his  authority  on  the  ruin 
of  our  liberties^  and  involve  us  in  the  horrors  of 
servitude." 

Prejudice'  of  the  same  interested  nature^  once 

'gave  birth  to  the  attempts  against  the  son  of 

<jrod.     ''  It  is  better,  said  the  Jews,  that  one 

nian  sfamild  die,  than  that  the  whole  nation  should 

>be  destroyed/'     The  Calvinists  of  Thonon  em* 

ployed  the  same  language  with  respect  to  Francis ; 

die  conclusion  of  their  reasoning  was,    ''  let  us 

be  rid  of  him,  and  the  sooner  the  better/' 

^  *  In  consequence  of  this  deliberate  resolution,  as 
Francis  agreeably  to  his  practice,  was  spending  a 
•part  of  the  night  in  prayer,  he  heaM  a  confused 

'   ™*  -  •      ■  .1,  ■         I  ...  11    —  !■    ■'  .  ■  . 

*  Charles  Auc^.  of  Sal«8.     Book  IL 
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noise  of  arms^  and  the  voices  of  several  persons 
who  were  conversing  in  a  low  tone.  He  imme- 
diately supposed  that  the  house  was  surrounded^ 
that  it  was  impossible  to  escape^  and  that  his 
life  was  in  danger.  On  this  trying  occasion^  he 
imitated  the  conduct  of  our  Redeemer,  who, 
knowing  that  his  hour  was  not  come,  eluded  the 
fury  of  the  Jews,  by  concealing  himself,  at  the 
time,  when  he  met  the  crowd,  before  the  period 
designed  by  his  heavenly  Father  had  takeu  place. 

*  Francis  had  scarcely  provided  for  his  perso- 
nal safety,  when  the  door  of  the  house  was  burst 
open,  and  the  ruffians  entered  with  violent  cla- 
mours, seeking  for  their  victim,  but  in  vain. 
They  therefore  imagined  that  they  had  mis- 
taken the  moment,  and  that  Francis  was  proba- 
bly in  some  Catholic  house,  engaged  in  instruc- 
tion, or  imparting  consolation  to  the  sick.  It 
was  thought  unsafe  to  remain  long  in  the  house^ 
which  they  had  forcibly  entered ;  for  however 
the  magistrates  might  be  disposed  secretly  to 
favour  the  dark  attempt,  they  could  not  refuse, 
in  compliance  with  their  duty,  to  befriend  Fran- 
cis ;  the  ruffians  consequently  judged  it  prudent 
to  retire  in  haste.     The  holy  missionaiy  havings 


-9^ 


*  Anon.  Book  I. 
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*^^ped  80  imminent  a  danger,  never  felt  any  di- 
tn^ution  of  zeal ;   and  the  hazard,  which  he  had 
encountered/  served  only  to  encrease   his  con- 
fidence in  God. 

la  the  mean  time,  the  Baron  of  Hermance, 
iiiformcd  of  this  fresh  attempt^  omitted  no  means 
to  discover  the  authors,  with  a  determined  reso- 
lution to  inflict  exemplary  punishment;  but  as 
all  those/  who  were  able  to  give  evidence, 
were  accomplices  in  the  deed,  he  never  obtained 
any  positive  information.  Francis  on  this  occa- 
sion performed  an  act  of  the  most  heroic  charity; 
from  the  place,  in  which  he  was  concealed,  he 
recognised  srome  of  the  actors  in  the  desperate 
attempt;  and  so  far  from  discovering  them,  he 
spared  no  pains,  to  appease  the  Baron  of  Her* 
mance,  and  to  screen  from  public  notice  the 
authors  of  this  horrid  transaction. 

*  But  these  wretches,  far  from  being  moved 
by  this  unexampled  generosity,  took  occasion 
from  the  event,  to  accuse  him  of  witchcraft. 
They  had  heard,  that  he  was  in  the  house,  at  the 
time  of  their  entrance ;  and  they  declared,  that 
i^itbout  the  secret  of  rendering  himself  invisible. 


*  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales.     Book  II. 
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it  was  beyond  the  power  of  man  to  effect  an  escape.* 
There  was  even  an  inhabitant  of  Tbonon,  who, 
without  reflecting  how  strongly  the  evidence  bore 
on  himself^  declared  on  oath^  that  he  had  seen 
him  at  a  nocturnal  meetii^  of  sorcerers^  and  that 
he  was  there  held  in  great  estimation.  It  was 
thus  that  the  Jews  accused  our  Redeemer  of  ex- 
pelling devils^  in  the  name  of  Beelzebub  their 
prince. 

f  Francis  heard  this  horrid  calumny  with  a 
smile;  then  making  the  sign  of  the  cross^  he 
said:  ^'  These  are  the  charms^  which  I  employ; 
*it  is  by  this  sign  I  hope  to  conquer  hell^  and  not 
by  any  secret  understanding  with  the  princes  of 
darkness.'' 

\  But  if  the  faiths  with  which  Francis  was 
animated^  rendered  him  thus  intrepid  amidst 
the  greatest  dangers^  his  relations  and  friends 
experienced  far  different  sensations.  The  rqiorts, 
which  had  been  spread  throughout  Savoy^  that 
the  Calvinists  were  determined  Xxi  destroy  him^ 
and  that  whatever  precautions  of  security  might 
be  taken,  he  would  never  escape   assassination^ 

*  Idem  ibid. 

f  Anon.     Book  I. 

%  Aug.  of  Sales.     Book  II.     Anon.  ibid. 
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diflfiised  a  very  general .  alarm.  The  President 
Favre,  with  the  Bishop  of  Geneva,  and  particu- 
larly the  Count  of  Sales,  his  father,  wrote  to  him 
in  the  strongest  terms,  in  order  to  engage  him 
to  leave  Chablais,  and  return  to  Annecy,  where 
full  employment  might  be  supplied  to  his  zeal. 

The  Count  renewed  the  remonstrances  he  had 
Hfiadc,  when  his  son  took  leave  of  him  ;  he  repre- 
sented  in    a  striking  light,    the    little   success, 
'^'hich  he  had  hitherto  experienced;  the  unavail« 
mg  pains,   he  had  taken;  and  the  dangers,  to 
^^lich  he  had  been  so  often  exposed,  either  from 
tJxe  violence,  or  brutality  of  the  Calvinists.     He 
SLSasured  him,  that  he  knew  them  better  than  he; 
that  they  were  not  only  attached  to  their  religion 
l>ecause  they  believed  it  good,  but  because  they 
fo^ind  it  commodious;  and  that  they  considered 
l^be  Catholic  religion,   as  a  political  engine  to 
deprive  them  of  the  support  of  the  neighbouring 
States,  and  to  reduce  them  to  slavery ;  that  as 
loi^  as  this  prejudice,  which  it  was  not  easy  to 
eradicate,  should  prevail  among  them,  no  solid 
^^  permanent  advantage,  could  be  rationally  ex- 
P^ted  from  his  labours ;  that  after  all  his  toils, 
'^^uch  was  necessarily  to  be  done,  to  perpetuate  the 
Catholic  religion,  if  he  should  be  fortunate  enough 
*^  re-establish  it ;  that  churches  must  be  raised^ 


204  THE   LIFE   OF   ST.    FRANCIS 

proper  persons  procured  to  serve  them ;  pastors 
of  learning  and  of  irreproachable  conduct^  as 
\^ell  as  colleges  for  the  instruction  of  youth, 
must  be  found;  that  if  any  of  these  resources 
should  be  wanting,  his  plan  would  fall  to  the 
ground.  He  then  asked^  at  whose  escpence  these 
churches  and  colleges  were  to  be  raised;  who 
was  to  furnish  a  proper  support  for  the  pastors 
and  the  instructors  of  youth  ?  He  declared  he 
had  very  strong  doubts,  whether  the  treasury  of 
the  Pruice,  exhausted  as  it  was  by  the  wars  in 
which  he  had  been  engaged,  could  contribute  to 
forward  these  objaats ;  that  if  a  demand  were 
made  for  that  purpose  on  the  people,  it  would  be 
a  direct  method  to  engage  them  in  revolt,  and 
force  them  to  abandon  the  Catholic  religion, 
should  they  have  embraced  it.  The  Count  in- 
ferred from  these  observations,  that  his  best  plan 
was  to  relinquish  an  undertaking,  which  pre- 
sented such  slender  hopes  of  success,  and  which 
might  eventually  endanger  his  life  ;  and  he  finish- 
ed bis  letter  by  repeating  what  he  had  before  said 
to  the  Bishop  of  Geneva.  '^  That  he  should 
esteem  himself  happy  in  having  Saints  in  his 
family;  but  that  he  wished  them  rather  to  be 

^,. ....... 

mu  entertained  very  different  sentiments; 
jiacles  which  lay  before  him,  served  only 
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to    inflame  his  zeal.     He  was  not  one  of  those 

innpetuous  characters,  that  involve  themselves  in 

diflBculties  from  a  want  of  sober  discretion  ;  on 

*he  other  side,  he  was  far  removed  from  that  in- 

S'lorious  timidity,  which   fancies   dangers,  when 

they  have  no  existence;  which  magnifies  ordinary 

"^^ards,  and  is  frighted  from  its  purpose  by  the 

■^ost  trifling  occurrences.     It  was  not  his  purpose 

*o  set  his  enemies  at  defiance,  nor  to  rouse  their 

^^sentment ;  but  he  never  fled  before  them ;   he 

^^^Xk  sought  for  the  combat,  when  the  cause  of 

'^od  and  the  duties  of  his  ministry  demanded 

**^s  activity.     The  fear  of  death  never  prevented 

"*tti  from  doing  his  duty  ;  proofs  of  this  assertion 

*^^Ve  already  been  displayed  to  the  reader  ;  and  it 

^^ill  appear  from  the  following  part  of  this  his- 

tory^  that  martyrdom  was  wanting  to  crown  his 

*^l>ours,  rather  than  that  he  was  deficient  in  the 

^^i^stancy  of  the  martyr. 

-Agreeably  to  these  sentiments,  he  wrote  to  the 

^^>^nt  his  father,  and  to  his  other  friends,  observing 

*^5^t  common  fame  is  a  very  unsafe  voucher  of 

*^ct;  that  public  reports  had  greatly  exaggerated 

*'*^^  dangers  to  which  he  was  exposed,  but  that 

*^^^y  had  under-rated  the  success  which  God  had 

P^^n  pleased  to  bestow  on  his  labours  ;  that  the 

*^^*mer  were  by  no  means  so  greats  as  the  public 
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voice  bad  proclaimed^  nor  the  number  of  Cal- 
vinists^  who  had  been  reconciled  to  the  Churdi^ 
so  inconsiderable^  as  it  had  been  supposed ;  but 
that  though  the  number  were  smaller^  and  Grod 
bad  made  use  of  his  ministry  for  the  conyersion 
of  one  soul  only,  he  should  consider  his  labour 
well  bestowed ;  that  the  merit  of  undertakings 
is  not  to  be  estimated  by  the  rapid  success,  which 
may  attend  them ;  that  after  three  years  of  con* 
tmual  preaching,  after  the  many  miracles  and 
signs,  which  the  Redeemer  of  mankind  had  ex- 
hibited, he  converted  only  about  five  hundred 
persons;  that  the  Church  consisted  not  of  a 
greater  proportion  after  his  resurrection;  that 
notwithstanding  it  was  shortly  after  spread  ovei 
the  whole  earth,  and  nations  entered  its  pale 
in  crowds ;  that  God  demanded  of  his  ministers 
labour  only,  and  reserved  the  success  of  their 
endeavours  to  himself;  that  Christ  did  not  sajr 
to  his  Apostles:  ^^  Go,  convert  the  earth:"  but 
'^  Go,  preach,  and  teach  all  nations  whatever  I  have 
taught  you;"  that  he  freely  acknowledged  that 
in  the  event  of  the  re-establishment  of  the  Ca- 
tholic religion  in  Chablais,  much  must  be  done 
to  support  it ;  but  that  all  this  was  by  no  means 
so  difficult,  as  it  had  been  generally  inu^ined ; 
that  he  had  formed  a  plan  for  the  purpose,  and 
hoped  in  a  short  time  to  send  it  to  the  Duke  of 
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Savoy,  and  to  the  Bishop  of  Geneva ;  that  it  was 
drai^m  up  in  such  a  manner^  as  not  to  be  burden- 
some to  the  Prince,  or  to  the  people.  Finally  he 
remarked,  that  he  was  on  the  spot ;  that  he  was 
enabled  to  takie  a  nearer  survey  of  affairs,  and 
that  he  entertained  well  grounded  hopes,  that  the 
Almighty  would  bless  his  endeavours  in  a  signal 
manner. 

Indeed  the  report  of  the  intended  assassination 
of  Francis,  of  which  we  have  spoken,  was  soon 
circulated  in  every  quarter,  and  produced  in  minds 
least  subject  to  prejudice,  all  the  effects  which 
niight  be  expected.  It  was  generally  observed 
M^ithout  any  disguise,  that  if  the  ministers  felt 
themselves  able, to  reply  to  Francis,  they  never 
Would  have  adopted  such  violent  measures  ;  that 
to  have  recourse  to  assassination,  under  such 
circumstances,  was  an  evident  proof  of  their  dis- 
trust in  their  cause,  and  of  their  inability  to  de- 
fend it ;  that  it  was  a  singular  event,  that  at  the 
gates  of  Geneva,  the  centre  of  Calvinism,  a  single 
'^a.n  should  attack  all  the  ministers,  without  any 
attempt  on  their  part  to  defend  the  common 
cause;  that  if  Francis  taught  error,  he  should  be 
^cinftited,  and  that  the  ministers  laboured  under 
^  gross  mistake,  if  they  thought  they  'should  be 
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believed  on  their  word,  when  Iheir  conduct  ex- 
hibited so  many  reasons  for  distrust. 

After  such  bitter  reproaches,  it  was  univer- 
rallj  supposed,  that  these  ministers  of  Calvinismf 
would  be  constrained  to  state  the  merits  of  their 
cause  in  a  conference  ;  and  that  they  would  i^ll 
in  the  assistance  of  their  friends,  rather  than  pre- 
serve so  long  an  uninterrupted  silence,  that  proved 
80  injurious .  to  their  reputation,  and  so  fatal  to 
the  stability  of  their  religion,  which  it  was  so 
much  their  interest  to  maintain.  But  it  is  more 
easy  to  accuse  the  Catholic  Church  of  teachings 
error,  than  to  prove  such  an  assertion.  The  time 
was  now  passed,  when  her  pastors  were  too  ig- 
norant, or  too  weak  to  defend  her  cause  ;  and  it 
appeared  as  dangerous  an  experiment  to  contend 
with  a  man  of  the  enlightened  mind,  and  of  the 
exemplary  character  of  Francis,  as  it  had  been 
before  easy  and  practicable  to  seduce  people,  con- 
ducted by  pastors  of  irregular  conduct,  of  timid 
and  seliish  dispositions,  who,  so  far  from  pos- 
sessing knowledge  sufficient  to  refute  the  daily 
calumnies,  with  which  the  Church  was  aspersed^ 
were  scarcely  acquainted  with  the  first  elements 
of  the  Catholic  doctrine.  Nothing  is  more  easy^ 
than  to  vanquish  an  enemy,  who  stands  not  on 
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his    own  defence;  the  Catholic  religion  in  those 

parts^  weakened  and  dispirited^  had  sunk  under 

the  efforts  of  its  enemies ;  to  .this  disposition  only^ 

had  Calvinism  been  indebted  for  its  success.     No 

other  proof  of  this  can  be  required  than  the 

transactions  at  Thonon^  which  took  place  even 

at  the  gates  of  Geneva.     Francis  alone  appears  to 

justify  the  Catholic  Church  ;*  her  enemies  retire 

before  him. 

However  disgraceful  it  might  appear,  not 
to  offer  any  things  in  reply,  when  the  occa- 
sion demanded  a  defence,  and  not  to  assume 
^ven  the  appearances  of  right,  the  ministers  per- 
sisted in  an  obstinate  silence ;  they  were  satisfied 
^th  declaiming  in  their  sermons  against  the 
Catholic  doctrine,  and  its  champion;  but  when 
^  conference  was  proposed,  or  a  regular  discussion 
^^  be  adjusted,  no  one  came  forward,  and  fresh 
Pretexts  were  ingeniously  framed  to  decline  the 
contest.  In  the  mean  time  the  evil  gained  ground^ 
^^  it  became  necessary  to  apply  a  remedy  in 
pfder  to  check  its  progress;  they  accordingly 
issued  a  very  strict  prohibition  to  hear  Francis, 
^r  to  have  any  sort  of  communication  with  him. 

*  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales.    Book  II. 
TOl.  I.  o 
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*  But  this  prohibition  had  no  other  effect^ 
than  to  increase  the  curiosity  of  the  people^  who 
w^it  in  crowds  to  his  sermons.  He  himself^  in  a 
letter  which  he  wrote  about  this  time  to  his 
brother  Lewis  of  Sales^  relates^  that  some  remain- 
ing hindrance^  ^  arising  from  political  consider- 
ations^ which  probably  would  not  long  exists  had 
prevented  the  Baron  of  Awlly^  a  man  of  rank^ 
talents^  and  distinguished  merits  and  in  high' esti- 
mation among  the  Calvinists^  from  appearing 
publicly  at  his  instructions  with  the  magistrates 
of  the  town  ;  that  the  most  eminent  persons  of  the 
party  no  longer  concealed  their  eagerness  to 
receive  information  on  the  contested  points  ;  that 
they  had  been  much  struck  at  one  of  his  sermons 
on  the  real  presence ;  and  that  those  who  durst 
not  appear  openly^  had  heard  him  from  some 
secret  place. 

f  Such  is  the  account,  which  the  humility  of 
Francis  permitted  him  to   give  to  his  brother, 
from  whom  he  was  unable  to  conceal  the  secrets 
of  his  heart.     But  we  are  informed  by  the  histo- 
rians of  his  life,  that  he  preached  on  the  real  ^ 
presence  with  so  much  energy,  that  a  confusedU 


*  Anon.     Book  I. 
t  Idem  ibid. 
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murmur  arose  from  his  audience,  as  from  persons^ 
who  were  overpowered  by  the  force  of  truths 

^tnd    that  this    sermon    converted    six  hundred 

people. 

^    This  success  filled  the  consistory  with  alarm, 
AS    it  was  apprehended  that  farther  consequences 
'w^ould  ensue,  unless  means  were  devised  to  im- 
pede his  progress.     Various  expedients  were  there- 
fore proposed  to  adjust  diflferences;  some  were  of 
opinion,    that  a  confession  of  faith  should  be 
S^^ven  by  both  parties  in  writings  and  that  an 
^^^^nnbly  should  be  held  to  confer  on  its  contents 
''^^tli^jut  animosity,   and  without  dissimulation.f 
t> titers  desired,    that  the  minister  Viret,    who 
^'^l  oyed  a  great  reputation  among  his  party,  might 
"^   eommissioned  to  confer  alone  with  Francis :' 
^^^    others  wished  that  more  of  the  ministers 
"^^Stt  be  associated  with  him  in  the  conference. 

^ut  these  different  plans  were  attended  with 
^^^t^siderable  difficulties  in  the  execution.     As  to 

^^    first,  which  regarded  the  confession  of  faith, 

it 

{Presupposed  that  the  party  fully   agreed   on 

^^^<;rinal  matters ;  a  supposition  by  no  means  ad- 

mmmm^m^^m-m^mm,^        i  i»^i»—       ■  i    i        ■     i  i    i       i  i  -     .  i      i ■    i    w    —»— — nit— mi^ 

*        Ibid. 

t  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales,     Book  II. 

O  ^ 
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missible^  as  it  clearly  appears  from  the  differences, 
which  have  invariably  arisen  among  the  Calvinists 
themselves.     The  opinion  of  those3  who  wished 
the  minister  Viret,  to  meet  Francis,  was  subject 
to  much  inconvenience.     It  was  soon  discovered 
to  be  a  dangerous  expedient,  to  entrust  the  cause 
to  the  abilities  of  one  man;    Francis,    it  was 
remarked^  possessed  great  skill,   was  habituated 
to  controversial  discussion,  had  full  command  of 
himself,  and  never  lost  sight  of  his  subject ;  the 
advantage  therefore  would  be  too  much  in  his 
favour.     Nothing  then  remained,  but  to  adopt 
the  third  proposition.     But  to  that  it  was  ob- 
jected, that  it  would  confer  too  distinguished  an 
honour  on  Francis  of  Sales ;  that  it  would  excite 
an  impression  of  his  consequence  and  of  their 
fears ;  that  he  had  already  attained  too  high  a 
reputation,  without  increadng  it  by  the  solemnity 
of  such  a  discussion,  as  would  make  a  consider- 
able noise  in  the  world,    in  proportion  to  the 
numbers,  who  Ml)uld  crowd  to  the  conference. 

It  is  an  unusual  event  to  see  assemblies,  com* 
posed  of  persons  possessing  equal  authority,  agree 
in  any  measure ;  whether  it  be,  that  each  one  oil 
those  occasions  is  eager  to  maintain  his  own 
sentiment,  and  believes  it  disgraceful  to  yield  to 
the  opinion  of  others ;  or  that  the  greatest  part 
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mankind  are  better  qualified  to  raise  di£Bcu1- 
"Cues^  than  to  solve  them.  *>    i 

This    observation   was   extremely   applicable 

-iro  the  consistory  of  Thonon;   many  difficulties 

^were  started^  and  many  expedients  proposed^  but 

KBO  agreement  took  place.*     Francis  himself  re- 

l^tes^    in  the   letter  to  Lewis  of  Sales  already 

y  ^ferred  to,  that  the  ministers  were  extremely  em- 

l^arrassed  on  his  account;  that  he  had  reduced 

-A^fiem  to  the  necessity  of  meeting  him  in  a  confe- 

rence,  but  that  they  were  unable  to  adopt  any 

sdtled  resolution  on  the  subject.     Their  embar* 

I'^ssment   increased,    when   Francis,    who  knew 

tJieir  perplexity,  and  was  determined  to  turn  it 

^o    liis  own  advantage,  pressed  them  in  several 

public  writings,  to  agree  to  a  conference,  as  a 

'^ocle  indispensably  necessary  to  terminate  their 

^iflferences,  and  to  remove  the  scandal,  which 

^^eir  silence  bad  occasioned  in  the  minds  of  the 

people. 

"I*  A  challenge  so  public  could  not  pass  with- 
^^t  observation,  and  it  was  already  become  too 
*^i:igerous  any  longer  to  disappoint  the  expecta- 


*  Anon.    Book  I. 
t  Charlw  Aug.  ef  Sales.   Book  11. 
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tions  of  the  Catholics  and  of  the  Calvinists^  by 
decliiiiiig  the  combat.  A  conference  was  therefore 
accepted^  the  day  and  the  place  appointed^  and 
the  subjects  of  discussion  adjusted^  with  every 
particular^  that  could  ensure  success  to  the  un- 
dertaking. 

*  The  report  of  this  intended  conference  was  no 
sooner  spread^  than  numbers  from  Geneva,  from 
the  neighbouring  towns,  and  from  all  Chablais, 
crowded  to  Thonon  to  witness  the  scene.   Francis 
appeared  first  at  the  appointed   place ;    it  was 
expected  that  the  ministers  would  not   fail  to 
attend,  and  the  Calvini^ts  already  had  proclaimed 
a  victory.     But  their  surprise  was  great,  when 
the  ministers,  instead  of  appearing  agreeably  to 
the  appointment,  sent  an  apology,  on  the  plea^ 
that  the  permission  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy  had 
not  been  obtained  to  hold  the  assembly.f     This 
apparent  respect  for  the  authority  of  their  sove- 
reign, which  it  was  known  they  had  not  observed 
in  much  more  delicate  conjunctures,  did  not  sa- 
tisfy either  party.     It  was  remarked  in  very  intel- 
ligible  language,   that    such    an   inconvenience 
might  have  been  easily  foreseen,  and  as  easily 


*Anon.  Book  I. 
t  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales.  Book  II. 
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ol>^ated;  that  there  was  no  reason  to  doubt^ 
it  the  Duke  of  Savoy^  by  whose  orders  Francis 
known  to  have  entered  Chablais^  would  ap- 
'ove  whatever  he  should  judge  prudaat  in  the 
siness  of  the  ministry;  that  he  never  would 
■"^"ve  appeared  first  at  the  conference,  had  he  not 
"^«n  well  assured^  that  he  was  doing  nothing, 
^^^^I=uch  by  any  construction  could  be  displeasing 
his  prince,  or  could  ii\jure  his  authority;  and 
it  the  excuse  of  the  ministers  was  a  complete 
Feat,  injurious  to  the  religion  and  to  the  faction 
the  Calvinists. 


"^  As  this  pretext,  flimsy  as  it  was,  might  bear 

jplausible  appearance,  Francis  received  it  with 

politest  attention,  and  informed  the  ministers 

he  would  take  the  business  upon  himself, 

obtain  the  permission  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  and 

S^roeure  his  approbation  of  all.  that  might  be 

doxie.f     The  ministers  replied,  that  this  assurance 

^y^^SLs  insufficient,  and  that  in  affairs,  which  might 

involve  the  authority  of  the  sovereign,  too  much 

precaution  could  not  be  taken.     Francis  replied 

*o  this  second  excuse,  that  before  the  approba- 

**oi|t-.of  the  Duke  should  arrive,  they  might  be 

*  Ibid. 

t  Anon.  Book  !• 
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satisfied  with  the  provisional  leave  of  the  Baron 
of  Hermance^  the  governor  of  the  Province,  to 
vrhom  this  prince  had  given  all  necessary  povrers 
in  matters  M^hich  regarded  religion^  and  that  he 
would  undertake  to  obtain  his  consent. 

There  now  appeared  no  means  of  retreating ; 
and  it  was  generallj  supposed,  that  the  ministers 
would  proceed  to  the  conference.  However,  as 
they  were  fully  determined  not  to  commence  the 
contest  with  Francis,  in  open  defiance  of  the 
public  opinion  on  such  disingenuous  coiiduct, 
and  leaving  appearances  on  the  side  of  the 
Catholics,  they  replied,  that  they  acknowledged 
the  authority  of  the  Baron  of  Hermance  only 
in  affairs  of  a  civil  nature^  but  that  to  hold 
an  assembly  for  religious  purposes,  the  autho* 
rity  of  the  sovereign  was  indispensably  requi- 
site; that  if  matters  did  not  terminate  agree- 
ably to  his  wishes,  he  might  disavow  the  leave 
of  the  governor,  and  the  assembly  might  be 
charged  vnth  violating  the  authority  of  the 
sovereign. 

This  conduct,  so  strongly  marked  with  insin- 
cerity and  with  distrust  of  the  merits  of  Calvin** 
ism,  could  not  fail  to  confirm  the  Catholics  in 
their  faith,    and  singularly  to  scandalise  their 
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ersaries.     This  impression  proceeded  so  &f, 

^I^^t  even  one  of  the  ministers^  ashamed  of  the 

di>^  ingenuous  behaviour  of  his  brethren^  repaired 

P<:*XTately  to  Francis^  and  told  him/  that  agree- 

^-^  ly  to  his  ei^agement^  be  desired  to  confer  with 

"i  m  on  the  subject  of  religion.*     This  conference 

""a-^  not  the  solemnity^  and  did  not  excite  the 

attention,   which  would  have  accompanied  the 

l^s^oposed  assembly;   but  as  both  parties  acted 

"^^^i<h  sincerity,  the  success  was  such,  as  probably 

"^^^^ould  not  have  been  the  result  of  the  great  dis- 

^^ssion« 


The  method  which  Francis  followed  on  this 

^>ocasion,  was  the  same,  which  had  before  sue-* 

^^^eded,    and  had   extremely  perplexed  the  mi- 

^■^isters.      He  brought  him  with  whom  he  con- 

*^rred,  to  an  acknowledgment,  that  without  pay- 

^n^  any  regard  to  subjects  which  they  considered 

^UdifferCTt,  it  was  necessary  to  attend  to  the  fun- 

Lmmital  points,  which  they  had  made  the  ground 

their  separation,  and  had  openly  declared  to 

the  true  motive  of  their  rupture  with  the  Ca- 

"ttiolic  Church.     When  this  point  was  ascertained, 

^t;   was  easy  to  come  to  an  agreement  on  two 

otlMa^;  the  first  of  which  vras,    that  Catholics 


*  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales.   Dook  II.    Anon.   Book  L 
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are  not  to  be  chained  with  the  consequences  of 
those  doctrines^  which  they  disavow ;  the  other 
was^  that  the  belief  of  the  Churchy  is  not  to  be 
collected  from  the  writings  of  private  doctors, 
but  from  the  genuine  sources  ;  such  as  the  coun* 
cil  of  Trent,  which  met  for  the  purpose  of  com* 
posing  differences  on  the  subject  of  religion,  and 
which  can  never  be  charged  with  ignorance  or 
*disingenuity   in  expounding   the    Catholic   doc-- 

trine. 

* 

The  minister  considered  these  three  points  per-^ 
fectly  admissible;  certain  consequences  he  after- 
wards discovered,  inevitably  to  follow.  In  fact^ 
Francis  so  clearly  demonstrated  to  him  that  the 
belief  of  the  Church  had  been  misrepresented,  her 
doctrine  disfigured,  opinions  ascribed  to  her 
which  she  never  held,  and  that  such  consequences 
had  been  drawn  from  her  doctrine  as  she  dis- 
claimed; finally  he  shewed  in  so  evident  aman-^ 
ner,  that  the  Church,  when  her  tenets  are  un- 
derstood, teaches  nothing  but  what  is  salutary 
and  orthodox,  that  the  ministeir  found  himself 
constrained  to  yield.* 

His  conversion  could  not  remain  so  secret  as  to 
be  concealed  from  the  party.     They  felt  that 


Ibid. 
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^uch  an  event  might  produce  very  singular  con- 
sequences, unless  an  expeditious  remedy  were  ap- 
plieA,     Tbe  influence  of  his  relatives  and  friends 
H^afi  employed  to  engage  him  to  return  to  the 
conmunion^    which  he  had  relinquished;   pro- 
ni:ises  and  menaces  were  alternately  resorted  to 
without  effect.*     He  was  at  length  confined  to 
prison;    false  vntnesses  were  suborned;    crimes 
w^^xe  laid  to  his  charge,  which  he  had  never  com- 
ra^i'tted,  and  every  method  was  used  by  turns,  to 
fl^^^tter  his  hopes,    and  to  excite  his  fears.     As 
tl^is  minister  was   a  man  of  knovm  probity,  it 
w^fc.8  supposed  that  the  affair  would  proceed  no 
{^^■Tther ;  but  this  occasion  displayed  a  remarkable 
itB.  stance,  on  one  hand  of  the  effects  of  false  zeal^ 
a*^d  on  the  other  of  the  force  of  divine  grace  in  a 
t^tart,  which  was  influenced  in  its  conversion  by 
^^^  human  interest.     Injustice  was  carried  to  the 
^"^•iiost  extremiiy.f    The  minister  was  condemned 
^^  death;  and  the  sentence  was  executed  with  so 
'^^U.oh  precipitation,  that  Francis  had  not  time  to 
^^Ort  to  the  authority  of  the  prince,  as  he  had 
^^aigned.J 

"Willis  violent  proceeding  excited  horror  in  the 
^^^«sts  of  the  Catholics  and  of  the  Calvinists; 

*  Ibid.  •  t  Ibid. 
i  Aug.  of  Sales,  fiook  11. 
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and  produced  an  effect  very  opposite  to  the  inten- 
tion of  the  actors^  which  was  to  prevent  farther 
conversions.     The  advocate  Poncet,    a  man   of 
distin^ished  reputation^  both  at  Geneva  and  in 
Chablais^  and  the  Baron  of  AwUy^  who  has  been 
mentioned^  were  indignant^  that  the  party  after 
rejecting  measures  of  conciliation,  should  recur 
to  such  methods,  in  order  to  support  their  reli- 
gion; they  began  to  entertain  strong  suspicions 
concerning  Calvinism,  and  were  led  to  believe, 
that  a  creed,  propagated  by  violence  and  by  means 
wholly  human,  might  have  owed  its  birth  to  a- 
milar  causes.     On  the  other  hand,  the  Apostolic 
conduct  of  Francis,  far  remote  from  the  suspicion 
of  interested  views,    his  incomparable  meekness, 
extremely  distant  from  any  thing  that  could  ex*- 
hibit  a  shadow  of  violence,  his  piety,  his  charitj, 
his  patience,  his  indefatigable  zeal  for  the  salvai- 
tion  of  souls  which  nothing  could  subdue,  were 
powerful  and  efficacious  inducements,  furnished 
by  God,  to  engage  them  to  return  to  the  bosom  of 
the  Catholic  Church.     But  the  prejudices  which 
they  had  inherited,  the  commodious  nature  of  a 
religion,  which  flattered  the  senses,  in  the  same 
proportion,    in  which  the  Catholic  Church  re- 
quires her  children  to  contend  with  sensuality ; 
the  shame  with  which  they  were  filled  at  the 
thought  of  changing  their  religion;    the  appre- 
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^^nsion  of  what  might  be  said  on  such  a  dch'cate 

^^bject,  and  of  the  enemies  they  might  create  by 

^ch  a  step ;  finally^  the  loss  of  credit  and  of  the 

Authority  which  they  had  acquired  in  a  great 

/>arty,  that  predominated  in  the  province,  formed 

^  juany  ties  that  held  them  enslaved  to  error^  and 

Pr^^ented  them  from  following  th«  lights  of  their 

science.* 


'he  advocate  Poncet  was  the  first,  who  sur- 
^•^^^^mmted  these  difficulties  ;  he  waited  on  Francis, 
^^^^  conferred  with  him  a  considerable  time ;  and 
H  ^K^tiay  be  said  with  trut^,  that  he  did  not  yield 
H^      <he  contest,  till  he  found  the  post  completely 
tl^^nable.     He  wished  however  that  his  conver- 
s^^n  should  remain  secret ;    and  he  required  in 
express  terms,  that  two  persons  only  should  wit- 
ti^ess  the  abjuration  of  his  errors.     But  Francis 
i^ho  fpresaw  the  advantageous  cpnsequences  likely 
io  arisie  from  the   conversion   of  a  man  of  his 
character,  after  pelding  to  him  in  the  last  point, 
represented  to  him  in  terms  extremely  strong, 
that  in  the  business  of  salvation,    no  artificial 
precautions  should  be  taken;  that  it  must  be  a 
false  shame,  that  could  prevent  him  from  pub- 
licly acknov^ledging  the  grace,    with  which  he 

*  Ibid. 
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had  been  favoured ;  that  Christ  wanted  not  those 
concealed  followers,  who  were  destitute  of  cou- 
rage sufficient  to  make  a  public  profession  of  his 
doctrine ;  and  that  he  would  not  recc^ise  those 
as  his  own,  before  his  heavenly  Father,  who  should 
be  prevented  by  human  interest  from  confessing 
him  before  men.  These  forcible  representations 
induced  him  to  make  an  open  profession  of  the 
Catholic  faith. 

His  example  was  followed  by ,  the  conversion  of 
a  great  number  of  persons  of  every  condition; 
but  no  event  excited  a  stronger  sensation,  than 
the  change  of  the  Baron  of  AwUy.  He  was  at 
the  head  of  the  Calvinists  in  Chablais ;  and  in 
that  station,  he  had  acquired,  by  his  great. quali'- 
ties,  a  high  reputation  at  Geneva,  and  in  the 
neighbouring  parts.  He  had  married  a  Catholic 
lady  of  illustrious  birth,  but  more  distinguished 
by  her  virtue.  Her  enchanting  temper,  har- 
meekness,  her  charity,  and  piety,  were  the  first: 
attractions^  which  God  employed  to  draw  thes 
husband  from  those  errors,  in  which  his  birth^. 
more  than  his  choice,  had  involved*  him.  This4 
affectionate  man,  never  could  be  induced  to  be- 
lieve, that  God,  whose  mercies  are  infinite  towardsi 
the  most  abandoned  sinners,  had  consigned  aj 
person  so  virtuous  to  illusion  and  error.     With^ 
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tlmi.s  impression  on  his  mind^  he  endeavoured  with 
time  nnldest  insinuation  and  address^   to  engage 
haw:  to  embrace  the  CaWinistic  creed;  but  the 
l&^fy^  who  had  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  being 
instructed  by    Francis  of  Sales^    discovered  so 
mmich  firmness  in  her  faiths  that  he  promised  to 
^x^e  her  no  farther  trouble.     After  gaining  this 
pointy  she  advanced  a  step  farther^  and  induced 
ULni  to  go  and  hear  Francis^  who  was  preaching 
tile  lent  at  Thonon.     They  repaired  thither  in 
<^oiiiipany;  and  Francis^  who  had  been  apprised 
^^  the  circumstance^  preached  vnth  such  energy 
<^^  the  mariLs  of  the  true  Churchy  as  made  a  sen- 
^il>le  impression  on  the  mind  of  the  Baron.  About 
tile  same  time^  the  execution  of  the  minister^  of 
^bom  we  have  spoken^  took  place^  .to  the  scandal 
^f  both  parties.     The  Baron  of  Awlly,  who  was 
^H  upright  character^  publicly  testified  his  disap- 
pi'obation  of  the  proceeding;  he  heard  it  justified 
^^  the  most  flimsy  grounds ;  and  from  that  mo- 
ment he  completely  lost  the  esteem^  which  he  had 
^^tertained  for  the  ministers. 

But  much  still  remained  to  be  done;  AwUv 

^^Us  a  man  of  talents ;  he  had  been  hitherto  a 

sincere  Calvinist.     The  di^raceful  conduct  of  the 

.  ^^Eiiiiigters^  in  declining  the  conference  with  Francis^ 

^^a^  excited  his  suspicions ;  their  violence  towardf 
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the  converted  minister^  had  increased  his  disfnisf « 
But  as  he  thought  it  not  just^  to  decide  on  the 
merit  of  a  religion^  by  the  irregular  conduct  of 
its  ministers^  or  its  professors^  he  kept  his  mind 
in  a  species  of  neutrality^  which  prevented  hinot 
from  declaring  in  favour  of  one  side,  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  other.  His  intercourse  with  Francis, 
drew  him  from  this  dangerous  situation,  and  excited 
his  partiality  to  the  Catholic  religion.  His  virtuous 
consort  seconded  the  attention  of  this  Apostolic 
man,  by  alms,  by  fervent  prayers,  and  by  the 
continual  tears,  which  she  shed  in  the  presence  of 
God,  for  the  conversion  of  her  husband.  The 
Father  of  mercies  was  at  lei^h  moved;  He  heard 
the  ardent  supplications  of  this  virtuous  lady; 
the  Baron  perceived  that  himself,  and  not  she  wag 
engaged  in  illusion  and  error;  and  the  infidel 
husband,  as  St.  Paul  expresses  it,  was  sanctified  by 
the  faithful  wife. 

The  conversion  of  this  man  engrossed  the  atten* 
tion  of  Francis  considerably  more  than  any  similar 
business.  As  the  step,  which  Awlly  was  about 
to  take,  was  of  the  utmost  consequence,  and 
likely  to  excite  the  most  lively  sensation,  he  v^as 
willing  to  leave  no  subject  of  reproach.  He  fre- 
quently conversed  with  Francis ;  he  committed  to 
writing  his  doubts  and  the  answers ;  he  afterwards 
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examined  them  with  allfthe.  a^t^ion  of  a  ms^^ 

^lio  is  ^friaicl  of  deceptipa.  in  t)^^  o^st  impo^tjuitx 

c^  all  conceros.^     All  this  di^:  npt.^tigff  bit^ 

Qiiiid^;  and  feeling  hioiself  unable^  to  confer  with; 

his  instructor  1  at. Thooon,  with  the  freedom  and 

secrecy  h^coiild  wish,  be  would  meet  him  by 

appointment  ix^  a.  forest,  ahput.  a  league  from  the 

to^vim ;  thither  they  both   repaired  often  in  the 

>^)^i|ek4  anddiscussed  with  the. utpnost  liber l^j,  all 

u^e   points  contested  between: the  Catholi.cs .^nd 

the  Calvinists. .  .AwUy,  feeling. himself  at. l^ngtl^ 

l^^irdy  to  yield  to  conviction;,  devi^  another>pre^ 

caution,  which  might,  screen  him  from  the  xe-r. 

proaches  that  might  be  made,,  for  trustipg  to^his 

^Wn  judgment,    in  the  important  choice   of  a 

'^igipn,  in  which  he  designed  to  live  and  to  die. 

He  proposed  to  Francis  to  commit  to  v^ritipg  th^ 

l^^dii^  points  of  their,  conversations,  and  to-seful 

*«em  to  Geneva  and  to  Berne,  to  see;  what  the 

*^ost  celebrate  ministers  in  those  towns  wpuld 

P^'oducc;  in  reply.     Francis  assured  him;  that  it 

'^^  ikjever  his  intention  to  deceive,  or  to  take  by 

^^rpri$e  any  .human  being;  that  he  approved  of 

*J^e .  proposition,    but  could,  engage  either  that 

^*^^  woi|14>give  no  answer,  or  at  l^t  that  they 
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could  produce  myiiiing  th«rt  irchAA  ikikltiMtt  Vh 
msom ;  and  he  enireiAted  Mtn  ia  hift  taiik,  kfter 
liiis  last  tffdrt,  ^  tnnkt  \ril9iout  delajr^  ft  ptiftli 
profession  of  ^e  C^tliOHe  faith.     The  Bim^n 
agreed  to  this  propfoiiial.^    HVt  sutettabc^  *6t  %b 
conferences  was  ^tfleMte  dOiApilcMt  koBt  skiA 
the  ministers  f^GfeneVltan^  of  i^cJrittr. 


The  ^itediction  6f  FrancSs  \r&^  Tcrafe^. 
receired  no  answer ;  he  c6nis(idei^'  fheffr  feflemir' 
a  nlanifest  acknowledgment  of  their  "hiiSiSiiy 
produce  a  repfy,  and  bMeMing  thtiir  bbitkikdjr^ 
and  blindness^  he  khandoned  the  Sthisrii^  iathd  ^ 
was  received  a  ifAember  tif  f He  CirthoRe 'Church. 

ft 

The  circumstances  attending  tHfe  «!6nvei*sitfn, 
were  to  Francis,  an  arii^le  coitipensation  for  the 
trouble,  tvhich  he  had  taken  in  the  whi^le  'Wttsi- 
ness.f  Awlly,  who  did  nothing  by  haltcfs,  wto 
desirous  that  the  daj.  On  which  his  ^JtiratiOta 
was  to  be  made,  should  be  known  6ver  the  "Wft^dfe 
countiy,  and  eveh  at  'Geneva;  he  accordingly 
invited  an  immetise  niBhber  df  |)eri^onsio  ^i^hd. 
On  the  day  appointed  ftr  the  ceremdtry,  'be'  ptrtr- 
licly  declared  the  motives  of  his  conteriibn,  and   ^ 

exhorted  the  attendants-to  follow  his^  example,  aad^ 

■■  ,  —  - —  • 
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to  ptQn  iUmn^vm  .w^rftiy  <)f  tW  gmce,  le)^^ 
God  bad  impfUFM'  to  \m    U».n\^w^A^  mm§ 

of  Calvin;  .mi4  ^m  adqjti^  to  the  (^K^oKf 
G^tanftmnioii  in  iireseBM  of  the  ]M|op)e  ^of  ^t^Jid^qoiij 
Wid  a  i^oat  oonoourse  of  Qtbfk^i^  from  <3fiiova^ 
^nrllo  bad  oome  im  pMrpOso  (o  vf^iiaM  p^  tramt 
«Mftitiii^  >f hioh  wiihout  the  .testimoBX  of  thair  oi^ii 
awMieii  they  nev^  could  haTi  boj^fi  iiiduoed  to 
Relieve. 

A  cottvernon  .10  .publijQly  atte^tBd^  filled  the 
Catholfi^  with  Jc^^  9»fl  faf^ightened  the  ooii£|MC)|i 
^f  the  Calvirn9t6.  The  eveat  was  followed  wifh 
tJie  efaaage  of  so  n^aay  others^  that  Fram^is^  Qn<> 
^[0al  to  the  inereaise  of  laboiiTi  was  obliged  t(9 
oall  in  Jarthef  aid.  About  this  time  a  cireunM- 
a6uiee  tooh  place^  whieb  completely  destroyed 
tbe  ^mall  ihare  of  credit^  that  remained  to  the 

tidnisters.  The  affairs  of  AwUy  frequently  obliged 
bim  to  repair  to  Geneva.  As  he  gloried  in  his 
conversion^  and  was  besides  a  man  of  too  much 
wflueiice  to  a|^preheiid  any  insult^  he  appeared 
in  fttUiic^  and  spoke  with  as  much  liberty  as  he 
bad  ever  shewn  before .  his  change ;  the  high  es- 
Unatmi  in  whkh  he  was  held>  prevented  ai^ 
femariu  em  the  freedom  of  his  deportment.^    A 

*  Cb*i>te8  Aiag.  •t  Sai«s.     Book  IL 
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miiikrter^  of  thensmie  of  La  Fayey '<Wfao had  for- 
nieAf  e^fo^ed  a  ccftisideralA^  sbaw  'of  itis  eefteem^ 
Viilrtilrejl  to  ^embiikfate.  -  Awlly  i^eplied;  tbal  he 
IMtt^rieA  iO~^at'^exp6dient  too  late;  and  ob- 
fi^Hh^j  -HiKt '  he  'tih&ali-  bave  giveti  ari  answer  to 
tb^  '^effoirmiuiee^  "ti^hicli'  hdA  been  sent  tbUie 
thHiiste#9'dP  GfeitevB'anddf  Berne ;  lliitt  both  be 
a^df-' his '^brethren  hkd  sfaevm  extreme  c^^^ardiee; 
in  refusing  to  defend  theif  religion  against  a 
solitary  opponent^  Francis  of  Sales^  who  had  so 
ofteii  given  them  a  public  challenge.  The  mi- 
liistel"!,*'  TOUsed  by  thesfe  observation^^  declari^ 
hihisclf 'irfcady  to  go  t*y  Thonon,  and  to  enter  the 
Kifts '  i?vith  •  iF^ranei^ ; '  he  expressed  the  strongest 
assbmtic^of  conterting  him  in  the-presencie  of  the 
Baron'/  ^hb/  he  alleged/  miist  have  been  de- 
ceived'by  a  falde- exposition  of  the  Catholic  faith, 
which  wasBssutedly  diflFerent  from  the  artificial 
tum^-and  singular  excitations  suppli^  by 
FraJiicis.  .         .  ,         .   ..f 


»•.  ■ 


The  Baron  accepted  the  proposal ;  the  day 
tvas  fixed  fOr  the  minister's  appearance  at  Tho^ 
non;  imd  Av^lly  informed  Frarici6>  that  be  ^mik 

•  -  • 

now  'to  me^  art  aiitagonisity  worthy  '<if: himself. 
Ji'rarieis  expressed  himielf  irfea^d  with  tlife^ro^ 
position/  and  assured  his  friend,  that  he  would  be 
punctual  ^to  the  appointment;  hot  he  had  some 
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tf:%4i^ei|)ty  in>lHJIie?itigj  that}  aftec 4he<«itiifl««Mf 

r^fiiaediko  eonfitriMrith  limifihoMKtf 
WfHlld  engage  im  the^  btttriHess.^- : .  •  Aioo#d^ 
.:aHigI)Cil4i.  Fayet' failed  ia  his  eiigagtarent;^'miid 
^K=;J|KHigl|  AwHy  iveiitioiGeiieva  three  orfeur  diffimnl 

^o.: enforce!  his  i^pearance,   fregh  pretejcte 

always  employed  to  decline  the  projected 

^mtest.  '  iv^v/ 

^  i  l^fi^thing.  ccfuld  be  better  calculated  than  lifais 

refusal,  to  confirm  AwUy  in  the  faiths 

'luc}i  he  had  embraced;  but  as  he  y^ai  ndt  4 

easily  disposed  to  drop  a  .  favourite  ^  project; 

inroposed  to  Francis  to  go  to  Grenevayih  ordtr 

solicit  the  minister  to  engage,  in  the  tntindeil 

^^tiflcussioti.     Francis  replied;   that  snch  a  :)ilttn 

Stpl^eajredto  hiss  rather )0f  too delicafe  a natun^^ 

lUiaf;  hill  missioa  did  inot  extend  to -Geneva/ a  bity 

not  ^subJMt :  tO!  the; ;  Duke  ;of; '  Savoy  i  i  Ahat  it  ^wM 

confined  to  Chablais  and  the  three  bailiwicks ; 

tijtiajt,.sucli  a;  conference,  cobdncfed  wHhoat  order 

andiilintlieiiil^witDesses^lra^lrt  the  mkusfeM 

tc^^.jelavaitfafi:  vktk»y>  liowiever  unfitT0dh.bl6^ 

i^me  mii^ryfoveriiorttiieinselvcbi;  that  if  aivf  bat^ 

si^,^l(f^l^iieidS^iMid  ioiiam^  or  any  outtlq^ 

cainmitte4tr.AHB<  might  justly  be   chak^ed  ln^itll 
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knftegf  dMMM  it  Ml  VkAtOthf  Ufirnnkmjim^ 

t6 lie  {fron6  toMititfM^/  Md  «»  fiou^^MiAy  hm^ 
io  the  €ai0w4io  reN^on,  m  «ot  t#  eilA4i«  #1^ 
iHMlltet  v«ili|^  df  it;  Md  ^flMl  Ac^^itatd  «Mft^ 
tidef  M  ftg  A  fMkfm  iimiU  ihMt  their  p«i>tfiHhfc 
isbtaiW  be  iitadMd  wiAiii  Ih^  pr«ciitOt!(  df  tiKir 
walls. 

AwllyrtpKed^  that  tfaeie  con^^ft^tt^m  tti%ht 
he  apprehended^  if  the  p?^o«ed  dt«cilsstoii  "ivtM 
to  he  held  iffitfa  a  foriiaal  %o\emvky,  (st  If  MTf 
pi\eeancerted  desigo  flhould  appeat ;  th«A  he  imlf 
requested  hia  lie^eted  friead  to  pay  tbi  mii^Uit 
l4  Fajfe  a  Tisit  of  civility;  that  be  hitttselT 
wMild  gnhiualty  intrdhce  th«  diicus^ioti ;  Hittt 
he  would  he  re^Mrosible  Ibv  the  cc^iseqiilMMi) 
and  that  he  had  credit  and  frieiMii  enough  ttt 
Gimtfra  te  prerMt  the  prtiilinity  of  ta^  fAtUlt. 

*  ■      ■  '■ 

A^  Vtftam  ^bwM  netiiing  with  iO  mlldl 
erdoiili  as  to  (rniriai  Anrll^  ki  hie  fliMi  j  anA  M 
bH  appfi^imded^  that  hvp  ^enistiag  m  his  t^Ata*!^ 
h#  might  gnii  birth  to  «  IfaiMlar  iiij^toiiott  intoto 
by  the  minister'g  cMduot,  tad  that  it  ml^  ipf&tt 
illlfiiv<tiiritUe  to  the  int^reiftti.  of  rafigieis,  he  'kt^ 
ceded  to  the  proposal.     *  They  accordingly  pre- 


I 
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€hnie«a,  mccmHfmki  hymme  frieiidi  #f 


D,  who  might  in  iik0^*m^  §S  n$fii^, 
JO  all  that  should  pass  at  the  intmded 

.,-•■•'  i  '.    .."."•    t- •■■ -'t' 
' . '-  ,         ■  .  -I  ■    »  * .  fi 

V(^  nfDrdscQO  exfMress  die  surprise  of  ihe  minis:* 

%  vhtn  he  saw  befooe  hifli>  the  celebn^ed  FVan- 

of  Sales,  who  was  in  reality  more  formidabIe> 

^ttiMn  his  iippearapce  seemed  to  indicate.     The 

■^CHiferenee  lasted  three  hoiirs^  and  notwithstanding 

^11  tfas  efhrtB  of  Francis  to  confine  the  minister 

^O  OBO  question  before  he  proceeded  to  another, 

^A  it  was  evidently  his  advantage  to  examine  no- 

'thiiig  to  the  bottom,  he  agitated  so  many  different 

points,  that  nothing  was  thoroughly  discussed. 

^bs  coav^sation  turned    on   the  uoity  of  the 

Clllllrteb,  on  the  sacrament  of  the  Eudiarist^  on 

S<9o4  works,  on  sttislaetion,  on  purgatory,  on  the 

iHteriieession  and  the  invocation  of  the  saints,  and 

"f^ik  some  other  controverted  points ;   subjects  so 

'ttcteoaive,  as  to  be  sufficient  for  a  discussion  of 

^otaitjr  daya.     But  it  was  necessary  to  follow  the 

^f^h^tfta  in  Ins  eourae,  who>  feeling  himself  closely 

i^mrmed  on  oiie  poiiKt,  parsed  immediately  to  ano- 

^hfer,  bitf  :with  suish .  disadvantage,   that  having 

^Ns^Darfc^d  in  the  countenances  of  the  attendants, 

^^dbe  small  degree  of  satisfaction  afforded  by  his 

Answers,  he  broke  off  the  conference,  by  pourinjg 
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jforfh  a  toiTeiit^^£4iie<  ip»Oit  Attrocioiisr  iiivisdaves 
^gftingt  Francis* of "Sstes.^i  .•.-.'-•  ,'i^'-j.r  • 

Those  who  were  present^  felt  the  utmost  mdi^ 
nation  at  the  insolence  of  the  minister ;  and  sug- 
-gested  <6  Ffands^^oilie'  sharps  sallies,  to  which 
siicW  conduct  Hatufellyj gave 'birth:  But  he  ob^ 
^Si^rVed  with  his  usuai  meekness;  that  if  hi«  adver- 
siify  had  airjr  good  reasons  to  prodncej  he  would 
not  have  recourse  to  iasults  ^  that  a  person,  who 
18  in  danger  of:  sinking  in  the  watery  ^naturally 
catches  at'wfaat  he  can  lay  bold  of i,'^  and  'that  for 
his  own  part  he  had  never*^veh' -to  any  one  a 
severe  replyy  without  repenting  6i  his  fconduct. 


•  t  • 


:  It  is  easy  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  advantage 
of  this  conference  to  Francis;  and  to  the  Catholic 
Church,  by .  the  subsequent  proceeding  of  the 
Baron  of  Awlly.^  He  composed  a  work,  in 
» which  he  gave  an  account  of  the  motives  of  his 
conversion,  and  sprinted  the  performance '  at 
Lyons.  He  there  speaks  too  advantageously  of 
Francis  of  Sties,  to  leave  any  room  to  suppose^ 
that  he  considered  him  as  a  mani-'by  whom^he 
had  been  deceived,  or  who  had  ill  expfoitied  the 
Catholic  doctrine:     This  however  miiist'ift^vitably 


^   «.  1- 
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have  happened^  if  Francis  had  suffered  any  dis- 
advantage in  the  conference^  which  we  have  re* 
corded^  or  rather,  if  he  had  not  gained  a  complete 
victory. 


END    OF    THE   SECOND  BOOK. 
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X  HE  unparalleled  success  6f$t.  Francis  of  Sales, 
in  Chablais,  attracts  letters  of  *  congtatukrtioii'  ^rom  all 
quarters.  •.  .The  President  Favre>write8  to  him  in  the  name 
of  the  Duke  of  Savoyl.«.The  Pope*s  Nuncio,  and  his 
Holiness  himseff  perform  the  same  friendly  office.. r« Death 
of  the  Baron  of  Nermance..«.He  is  succeeded  by  Jerom  de 
I^ambect;  who,  by  no  means  displays  the  great .  qualities 
of  his.  predecessor.  This  circumstance  gives' great  emba^. 
rassment  to  Francis  of  Sales. ... He  receives. ah  bi^er  from 
the  Duke  of  Savoy  to  repair  to  Turin,  in  order  ta  confer 
with  him  on  the  affairs  of  Chablais ;  at  the  same  time,  a 
brief  arrites  ft>om  the  Pope,  who  directs  him  to  proceed  to 
Geneva,  to  have  a  conference  with  Theodore  Oeza.... He 
prefers  ihe  journey  ta  Turin,  believing  it  more  advan- 
tageous to  the  Catholic  religion.... He  crosses  the  Alps  iii 


(»f 

ihBigmmmmmltf^  itf  ihe  whitsr  with  tnuttiiumt.dbaigtfr 
of  h\A  llfe,*.*Pttblhc  mad  ytmiie  eoofereiuieBy  whicAi  he 
holds  with  the  Duke  of  Savoy«.«.He  persuades  him  to  re- 
establish the  Catholic  religion  in  all  his  dominions.,«.Great 
obstacles  to  be  surmounted »  in  order  to  carry  this  design 
into  executi#tt...<JPeatolis  and  dMnti^litetfd^ccffiiducty  which 
he  displays  on  this  occasion... .He  repasses  the  Alps,  and 
g^oes  to  Thonon  in  a  very  inclement  season,. ..He  commu- 
nicates the  orders  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  for  the  re-esta- 
blishment of  the  Catholte  religion,  to   the  syndics    and 
other  magistrates  of  Thonon....The  town  is  in  commotion, 
and  recourse   is  had   to  arm8....Great  danger,  to  which 
St.  Francis  is  exposA^lMf  siUktidBisib  calming  the  sedi- 
tion by  his  firmness,  and  re-establishes  the  Catholic  wor- 
ship at  Thonon  and  in  Chablais....He  gives  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  an  account  of  what  had. passed  on  this  occasion.... 
The  Duke  enraged  at  the  inhabitants  of  Thonon,  sendt^ 
the  regiment  of  Count  Mortinengue,   to  inflict  punish- 
ment....St.  Francis   of  Sales   opposes  this  measure,  and 
|weMtfilto4m]r(«6tejfl^towaids.tlM^|ifop^«o.Hc[fi4ce^      to 
G«nvro#  agneMbtj?*  toithe  or dar  oC  hi»  Holiness,  to  .ooufer 
wttb  -TheMlore  BeM^^^wRe«ad(aH^  ^^f^^«^ .  ^'^^  that 
reiorlBer,,  but  ^Wfthoiu .tfilcGes9..t,He  gfveS;an.sicqciunt  •f  it 
to  >tli0  Pofe,  who>diiitfttS'  hufOr  U>  ratwtu  to  GeAttWy  aad  t* 
iitake  HI  MsielHBe  v«ry  aA^anta|jeo«is  j^rffefs  rto  Baxa**.* 
Bu  Fmacis*  of <  Soles  has  two  other  coiifcreiicas  with  'btu» 
an^tke  t«b|^ot«Cliia.co»v6fMft^  biit  without  a9ect««*«7he 
Biillop'Of  .Geneva  Mfmie^to  TJofofioilf  wiM^  a  great  muaBbar 
tfmaasiopartesfc  .^/The  •  Duke  o^  Sk9»of  armesp  ttkere,  .a  short 
time'>afterf»lo  ODaiiiteinb|k<e<by*his^«Benc^  the  rew^sta- 
UishoMnt  of  the  <^Mi€^#eUg«att..<«rTh4i  eardiEiud  Me* 
diaisy  th«fPopcf«v4«|gfat€(,  ieacba#  Thonon  abou^  the  aMoa 
tinic..».GMat  tkaaanpk^  4ti  pi^^rlg^^^^  by^e  Au^;W^ 
the  lega«e..««Sslaea^:tff  both  far  St.  Fiweis  of  $rale«.^ 


(iii) 

Departure  of  the  legate..,«ArriTat  of  ambassadors  f^om 
Switzerland  and  Gteneva,  to  oppone  the  re-etttablishment 
of  the  Catholic  religion.«..Incident8  on  that  occasion.... 
Noble  action  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy.,..AU  Chablais  it 
re^united  to  the  Catholic  church.. ..Measureti  which  the 
Duke  concerts  with  Francis  for  the  preservation  of  the 
CathoUc  religion. 
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w  m  iHE  fame  of  the  unexampled  success  of 
-*-  Francis,  and  of  the  advantages,  which  he 
had  gained  over  the  Calvinists,  vras  soon  spread 
tfaroagh  Savoy;  it  passed  the  Alps,  and  vras 
carried  to  Rome ;  the  Duke  of  Savoy  and  the 
Pope  received  the  intelligence  about  the  same 
time.  The  more  this  apostolic  man  laboured  to 
conceal  from  himself  the  view  of  his  achieve- 
\  ments,  and  to  refer  all  the  glory  to  the  Father  of« 
lights,  to  '■  the  author  of  all  good,  from  whom 
arise^  as  fit)m  an  abundant  source,  all  those  gifts - 
wfaich  men  admire  without  advertii^  to  the 
cause ;  the  more  was  God,  » whom  he  serv^  froiQ 
0i0ch  pure  motives,  pissed  to  display  thegi^ry  of 
his  fiiithful  servant,  who  studied  His  interests. 
His  seal,  bis  firmness,  his  imeeknei^s,  his  talents. 
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his  insinuating  address^  his  constancy  in  his  apos- 
tolic career  were  loudly  and  generally  extolled.* 
These  circumstances^  'drew  from  all  parts^  letters 
of  congratulation.     The  Bishop  of  Geneva^  to 
whom  he  had  given  a  regular  account  of  what 
had.  tq^en  plac6 .  in  Cfaabltits^  and  lyiffaoiit  vhilse 
advise^  he  had  undertaken  nothings  was  the  first 
to  write.     His  letters  were  folfowed  by   those 
from  the    President   Favre,    who   congratulated 
with  him  in  his  own  name^  and  in  that  of  the 
Duke  of  Savoy.     The   Baron  of  Herraance,  the 
celebrated  father  Possevinus,  the  Archbishop  o 
Bari>  the  Pope's   Nuncio  at  Turin,  shewed 
same  attention.    The  President.  Favre,  proceedec^ 
still  farther ;  for  it  was  at  that  period^  that 
dedicated  to   Fvancds  his  twelfth  book  of  Con 
jectures  on  tlie  Civil  Law.     Nothing  can  exceed -^3P( 
the  praises    which   he   bestows  on   him  in   biS:  mh 
dedicatory  epistic;    and  these  encomiums  reflec=^H:t 
distinguished  honour  on   Francis;  as   his   mers: — ^it 
tflone  attracted  4hem^   9,nd  the  great  man  frocj^  m 
whon;!  they  pro<'e^dedy  was  known  not  to  be  prc^^  o- 
fuse  of  commendation.     Besides  all  these  eai^mni- 
neat  personages,,  the  Pope  himself,  wrote  to.  hir^oi 
a  letter^   full  'o£  esteenty  ^  in  which  he  exhoi^^vt» 
him  to  continue  his  apostolic  labours,   and  -    to 


♦  Charlts  Awg.  of  Sales.    Bodk  II. 
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<^omplete  the  coqversion  of  Cbablais,  which  he 
Znad  so  happily  begun. 

But  nothing  afforded  him  more  pleasure  than 
lie  brief  which  his  Holiness  sent  to  him  for  the 
aron  of  Awlly.     From  this  conrniiinication  we 
l.earn^  how  great  a  share  the  yrife  of  the  Baron 
Ibad    in  the  conversion   of  her  husband.      We 
likewise  see  the  great  estimation^  in  which  this 
^nobleman  was  h^ld  by  the  Duke  of  Savoy^  and 
^he  whole  country;  for^  Clement^  after  present- 
ing, to  him  his  congratulation^  on  his  happy  return 
^o  the  Patholic  Churchy  exhorts  him  to  protect 
Ikhe  rising  Church  of  Chablais^  and  to  iniitate  the 
j^postle  of  the  Gentiles^  who^  after  having  been 
CDne  of  the  most  ardent  persecutors  of  the  Faitb^ 
l^ecame  by  his  faithful  correspondence  with  grace^ 
one  of  its  most  zealous  defenders. 

Nothing    can    be    more   seductive^    than  the 

charms  of  praise ;  ^nd  whatever  share  of  modesty 

^•^ay  be  externally  displayed,  the  weakness  of  our 

nature  is  such^  as  to  induce  us  too  frequently  to 

^ield  to  the  dangerous  temptation  of  ascribing 

^  ot^rselves^  a  part  of  {hai,  which  belongs  ex* 

dusively  to  God.      Francis  was  altogether  free 

from  this  failing ;  and  the  manner,  in  which  he 

seeded  the  above-mentioned  letters,,  places  Has 
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assertion  beyond  a  doubt.  To  some  of  hni 
mirers  he  replied,  in  the  language  of  the  apostt^"^^^ 
that  having  nothings  which  we  have  not  reeeivc^^^^ 
from  God,  we  have  no   right  to  glory  in  our^ 


se!  ves  ;  to  others  he  observed,  that  he  who  planL 
or  he  who  waters  is  not  to  be  considered ;  but  thsi^^^ 
success  is  wholly  to  be  ascribed  to  God,  wh^^  *^ 
gives  the  increase;  that   it  is  vain  for  men  U^^^ 
speak  to  the  senses,   unless  God  speak  to  thi  ~ 


heart ;  and  that  he  who  made  all  thii^  out 
nothing,  could  easily  perform  wondersrwith  th< 
vilest  instruments.  His  conduct  fully  corres-— 
ponded  with  these  sentiments.  He  could  noi 
endure  that  more  than  usual  deference  should 
paid  to  himself;  he  was  not  less  accessible,  oi 
less  familiar  with  the  poor ; .  the  most  splendii 
employments  he  left  to  others,  while  he 
for  himself,  whatever  was  mean  and  laborious 
His  meekness  and  patience,  instead  of  experienc- 
ing any  diminution,  seemed  daily  to  increase  i  ^  > 
never  did  he  avail  himself  of  the  advantages  ot:  ^^^^^ 
his  noble  birth,  of  the  credit  he  enjoyed,  or  ot'^c^^* 
the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  sovereign  ;  hc^  ^^^ 
received  affronts  without  resentment,  and  ap-^  ^^" 
peared  insensible  to  any  other  objects,  but  the^^-^^ 
interest  of  God  and  of  his  Church. 


He  thus  continued  his  mission  with  the  mos 
complete  success ;  but  no  situation,  however  for 
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SAb 


ate^  is  at  all  times  exempt  from  unforeseen 
idents.^  Tbe  Baron  of  Hermance^  that  ex- 
I>^K*ienced  man>  who  had  been  distinguished  by 
l^  it  ^  zeal  for  the  Catholic,  religion^  was  about  this 
ti  Mrmrm^  seized  with  a  malady^  which  in  a  few  days 
hTi:»:Brried  hitn  tothegrave^  at  a  period^  when  bis 
I>K*m.2dence  .and  authority  were  most  wanted.  He 
l^^>"%^5ed  Francis  with  all  the  ardour  of  friendship^ 
^^■^^^[il  honoured  him  as  a  father ;  on  all  occasions 
l^  ^  shewed  himself  ready  to  second  his  designs ; 
by  his  credit  in  the  province,  he  was  enabled 
/bring  the  most  difficult  affairs  to  a  fortunate 
le,  Francjb  attended  him  in  his  illness^  and 
present  at  his  death ;  and  it  may  fairly  be 
sidered  as  a  reward  of  the  singular  virtue  of 
tlim^  nobleman^  that  he  was  permitted  to  enjoy 
"^^  friendship  of  so  holy  a  man,  and  to  expire 
^'^    liis  arms. 


Ziis  loss  was  a  subject  of  extraordinary  r^xet^ 
^s  -110  resemblance  of  him  could  be  traced  in  the 
^l^sEi^racter  of:»his  successor.  This  was  Jerom 
^-•^nib^ri^  :a  man  of  merit,  but  by  no  means 
possessed  of  the  great  qualities  of  the  Baron  of 
H^naiance.  He  was  severe  in  his  manner,  con- 
cl  noted  business  with  an  air  of  haughtiness,    and 


♦  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales.  Book  II. 
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under  pretence  of  eiteblishiiig  ttie  authority  rf 
bis  sovereign^  be  gave  general  dissatisfaction^ 
and  ioeurred  hatred  in  tbe  same  proportion^  in 
wbich  his  predeetesol*  had  excited  love.*  Francis^ 
on  all  occasions  easy  and  accommodating^  suf- 
feted  much  frodfi  this  governor  without  com- 
plaint. Hie  lattct  was  by  ito  means  deficient  in 
respect  for  the  pious  missionary ;  tiie  powinrfiil 
recommendation  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy  prcfrented 
such  an  occurrence  ;  but  his  severe  and  arbitrary 
manner  was  not  in  unison  with  the  extreme 
mildness  of  Francis;  who^  on  many  occasions^ 
rather  wished  that  afiairs  should  be  left  undone^ 
than  conducted  in  such  a  manner  as  to  excite  the 
aversion  of  the  people. 

It  was  for  this  reason^  that  Francis^  not  yet 
venturing  to  say  mass  at  Thonon,  went  evefy 
day  to  celebrate  tbe  divine  mysteries  in  a  chapel 
at  some  distance  from  that  town.  The  winter 
was  uncomliionly  severe;  and  a  torrent^  which 
he  had  to  pass^  was  swollen  by  the  melting  cf 
the  snow^  and  had  carried  away  the  bridges  by 
tile  rapidity  of  its  course.f  He  however  crossed 
this  dangerous   passage  daily^    and  returned  in 

*  H>itL 
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tb^  same  manimr^  on  a  plank  covered  with  ice, 
sn^^inj^  on  liis  hands  and  knfeesat  the  hazard  of 
b*^  life.  \The  iniminent  4?ng<^r,'  to  which  h^  was 
^^osed,  alarmed  all  whb  witnessed  it ;  but  no- 
ttUng  coukl  check  the  zeal  of  this  apostolic  man  ; 
ht  found  such  consolation  and  strength  in  par- 
taking of  the  bread  of  the  stro^g^  that  far  greater 
dangers  would  not  have  stopped  his  cafeeif. 
With,  sensible  delight  he  always  acknowledged/ 
tiiat  he  had  promoted  the  conversion  of  Chabiais 
more  effectually  by  fervent  and  continual  prayer; 
than  by  all  the  talents  which  it  had  pleased  the 
Almighty  to  bestow.  ^'  The  Apostles/'  would  he 
say,  ^'  always  united  prayer  with  preaching ;  and 
the  people  of  God  subdued  their  enemies,  not 
less  by  the  prayers  of  Moses,  than  by  the  valoiir 
of  Josue.  It  is  a  gross  mistake  to  imagine,  tbert 
people  are  to  be  converted  by  any  other  means, 
than  those  which  Christ  and  the  j^postles  em- 
ployed ;  a  change  of  heart  can  procepd '  only 
firom  God,  and  such  a  favour  cannot  be  solicited 
with  too  much  importunity/' 

The  BaroH  of  Hermance,  alarmed  at  the 
danger,  which  he  daify  experienced,  of  falling 
into  a  rapid  current,  that  would  have  carried 
him  away,  without  the  possibility  of  any  assist^- 
ance,  had  some  time  before  his  death,  concerted 
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"^ith  consideraiile  JEiddress^  a  method  of  intro^ 
ducing  the  celebration  of  the  divine  mysteties  at 
Thonon;  be  would  apparently  have  compassed 
his  object  vrithout  violence^  and  even  with  the 
consent  of  thpse^  virho  were  most  interested  iii 
preventing  such  a  .plan.  But  his  successor  pos* 
sessed  neither  :his  prudence^  nor  his  credit ;  and 
Francis  chos^  rather  daily  to  expose  his  life  to 
danger^  than  to  witness  the  ruin  of  an  under- 
takings by  a  conduct  different  from  what  he  had 
hitherto  held. 

In  the  mean  time^  his  success  daily  increased  ; 
and  the  Duke  of  Savoy^  who  felt  a  considerable 
iaterest  in  the  conversion  of  Chablais^  considered 
it  expedient  to  confer  with  him  on  the  subject. 
He  accordingly  wrote  to  him  a  letter  full  of 
esteem  and  gratitude^  and  annexed  an  express 
order  to  him  to  repair  without  delay  to  Turin^ 
for  the  purpose  of  concerting  means  of  forwarding 
the  works  which  he  had  so  happily  begun^  and 
which  was  so  interesting  both  to  the  Church  and 
to  the  State. 

Francis^  who  was  persuaded  that  this  Prince 
had  not  sufficiently  consulted  his  own  interest 
jnthis  business^  thinking  that  the  co-operation  of 
sovereign  authority^  skilfully  applied,  might  be 
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aftcnaded  with  the  best  effects^  returned  thanks 
to  Ood  for.  haying  opened  his  eyes,  and  moved 
his  heart.  He  was  preparing  to  comply  with  this 
requisition^  when  the  father  Esprit  de  Baumes. 
a  capuchin  p)peacher,  arrived  at  Thpnon ;  he  was 
the  bearer  of  a  brief  addressed  by  his  Holiqess  to 
Francis^  and  was  entrusted  with  an  important 
negotiation,  which  was  to  be  proposed  to  the 
holy  missionary  in  the  name  of  the  Pontiff. 
This  brief,  dated  the  first  of  October,  in  the 
je^r  one  thousand  &ve  hundred  and  ninety  six, 
was  an  introductory  letter,  in  which  the  Pope, 
after  testifying  his  esteem  of  his  prudence  and 
taleiits,  and  expressing  his  confidence  in  his 
zeal  for  the  holy  3ee,  referred  him  to  the  father 
£sprtt>  who  had  toi  propose  to  him  a  delicate 
ii^otiation,  which  it  had  been  thought  advise- 
able  to  confide  to  his  management,  as  he  was 
judged  capable  of  conducting  it  with  every  pros- 
pect of  success.  Francis  therefore  applied  to  the 
father  Esprit,  to  know  the  pleasure  of  his  Holi* 
ness;  and  was  informed,  that  the  Pope,  desired 
him  to  procure  an  interview  with  Theodore 
Beza;  to  spare  no  pains,  in  order  to  induce 
him  to  return  to  the  Catholic  Church;  and  if 
this  could  be  accomplished,  to  offer  him  in  the 
name  of  his  Holiness,  all  the  advantages,  he 
could   wish,    with    the   exception   of   ecclesias- 
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tieal  dignities^  ^hich  ^vrere  not  to  be  profered ; 
and  to  promise  every  security  and  safegiilurd^ 
he  might  be  disposed  to  demande 

It  is  miiyersallj  known^   that  Beza  was  the 
most  celebrated  minister  of  the  Calvinistic  party. 
During  the  life  of  Calvin^    he  had  shared   hit 
authority^  and  after  his  deaths  the  whole  weight 
of  it  devolved  to  him  by  succession.     He  was 
beyond  all  doubt  a  man  of  an  elegant  turn  ot 
mind^  and  in  this  respect  inferior  to  none  of  his 
contemporaries;    lie   spoke   and   wrote  both   in 
prode  and^  verse,  with  extreme  delicacy  and  po- 
liteness ;  and  if  he  was  surpassed  by  Calvin  i 
learnings  he  excelled  him  in  so  many  particulars 
that  he  often  excited  the  jealousy  of  that  re 
former. .  The  Calvinists  considered  him  as  a 
of  extraordinary  merit;  he  had  attained  amo: 
his  party  tlie  summit  of  reputation.     He  was  a 
tliis  time  advanced  in  years^    but  had  not 
any  share  of  that  good  humour,  by  which  he 
distinguished;  the  mildness  of  his  manners^ 
the  charms  of  his  conversation,    had  proc 
him  so  great  a  number  of  friends^  that  he  was-^ 
at  once  respected  and  loved  by  the  whole  sect. 
He  had  for  a  considerable  time  professed  the? 
Catholic  religion,   in  which  he  was  born  ;   and. 
possibly  this  ^circumstance  induced  the  Pope  i9 
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;nie^  that  his '  return  might  be  aoeomplifthed 
^^i^liout  difficulty. 


e  historians,  who  have  been  consulted  on 

subject,    assign  no  other  reason.     But  it  is 

altogether  probable,  that  a  pontiff  possessed 

the  talents  and  discernment  of  Clement  the 

, -would  have  relied  upon  so  feeble  a  con- 

J^^^^%UfC,  and  would  have  issued,  on  such  a  ground, 

express  order,  to  commence  the  work  of  his 

ion.     Whatever  were  the  motives  of  tiiii 

ission,  no  event  could  reflect  greater  credit 

^    Francis;    and  no  proof  more  demonstrative 

rt  lio^iven  of  the  h^Ii  reputation,  which  Franc^i 

tr^H^aycd  at  tlie  Court  of  Rome,    the  most  tn- 

^  ^^litelied  in  Europe^  and  in  which  the  merit  of 

^e&  i^  apfNreciated  'With  iiupmor  exactness. 

Tbele  two  contradictory  orders,  the  first  from 
Pope,  yiho  directed  him  to  repair  to  G^eva^ 
'lie  second  from  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  who  sum- 
"^tnoned  him  to  Turin,  proved  extremely  embar- 
rassing to  Francis.     The  father  Esprit  was  of 
opinion,  that  the   order  of  his  Holiness  should 
be  tirrt  carried  iiAo  elocution.     He  remarked  on 
that  sulgect,  that  the  season  was  extremely  unfii- 
vmirable  to  a  journey  over  the  Alps^  that  he 
himself  had  been  itt  danger  of  periling  by  coM ; 
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that  .the  roads  had  become  impassable  frMa  the 
unusual  fall  of  snow  that  year ;  that  the  ap- 
proaching month  of  December  would  render - 
them  still  more  impervious^  and  that  the  Duke 
of  Savoy  could  not  but  admit  so  fair  an  excuse  ; 
that  the  same  reason  was  not  applicable  to  his 
journey  to  Geneva^  which  was  in  the  neighbour- 
hood^ and  perfectly  accessible  by  a  most  excellent 
road  along  the  side  of  the  lake.  He  ob8erYed> 
that  the  Pope,  whose  penetration  was  uncommon, 
had  assuredly  good  reaiions  to  issue  such  positive 
orders  to  undertake  the  conversion  of  Be^ ;  that 
there  are  favourable  conjunctures,  which  are  rut 
ined  by  delay ;  that  unless  the  proper  moment  be 
embraced,  a  great  work  often  miscarries ;  that  Beza 
was  old,  and  might  die  during  bis  absence '  at 
Turin,  and  that  his  death  ly'ould  occasion  the  lost 
of  a  great  example,  which  might  contribute  to 
the  conversion  of  thousands;  that  though  no- 
thing might  happen  to  him  in  the  interval^  the 
will  of  nian  is  variable,  and  that  he  was  perhapa 
in  such  di8positions>  as  would  not  afterwards  be 
discover^,  if  any  delay  intervened. 

A  person  less  zealous  than  Francis  would  in- 
stantly have  yielded  to  the  reasons  of  <he  father 
EsjN'it.  That  religious  man  had  not  travelled 
with  the  greatest  expedition;  and  from  th^  time 
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^f*  Im  departure  from  Rome^  the  season  had 
pro-yed  so  excessively  inclement,  that  a  journey 
over*  the  Alps  could  not  be  undertaken  without 
tbe^  most  imminrat  danger.  Besides  the  argu- 
ments of  the  father  Esprit  were  extremely  cogent ; 
and  -it  could  not  be  denied,  that,  if  Beza  could  be 
iiuiuced  to  return  to  the  Catholic  Church,  such 
an-  event  might  be  attended  with  consequence9, 
^B  ttdtantageous  as  the  proposed  negotiation  with 
the  Duke  of  Savoy.  But  this  apostolic  man 
uMrays  pursued  the  greatest  good;  andheper- 
*^^tly  undervalued  every  possible  difficulty,  even 
'^^  itself,  when  the  salvation  of  souls  lay  before 


is  induced  him  to  reply  to  the  father  Esprit^. 
^*^at  he  w^  well  aware  of  the  consequences  of 
**^^^a*s  conversion,  as  far  as  it  might  reflect  cre- 
"^**  oA'  himself,  and  prove  advantageous  to  the 
l^^tholic  Church,  if  it  should  succeed}  but  that 
^^  ^as  uncertain;  that  in  the  mean  time,  he 
^^^Berved  a  disposition  in  the  three  bailiwicks  to 
^^f^l^race  the  Catholic  iaith,  if  the  support  of  the 
f^^'^ereign  could  be  obtained.  He  remarked,  that 
*^  the  return  of  Beza  to  the  -Catholic  Churchy 
*^^  salvation  of  one  soul  only  was  concerned^ 
*^  -it  was  not  certain  that  his  example  would  be 
^^llowed  by  others;  but  that  with  respect  to  the 
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bailiwicks^  the  happiness  of  th^umidif  ww 
Yolyed>  the  least  of  whom  had  cost  .our  'Reifoem^ 
as  much  as  the  soul  of  Beza^  whateMor  cMdit 
m^ht  possess  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  ;  that 
never  could  believe  that  his  Holiness^  had  h^  tak 
any  measures  which  might  be  injured  by  dcslay 
would  have  failed  to  communicate  them>  in  ordei 
to  give  them  their  full  effect ;  that  it  might  ben 
be  inferred^  that  there  would  be  sufficient  tiniff^ 
for  the  business  on  bis  return  from  Turin.  H 
freely  owned^  that  the  dispositions  of  m 
are  subject  to  change ;  but  he  contended  th 
thosie  of  Princes  are  still  more  variable^  beca 
they  are  obliged  to  consult  the  interests  of  th< 
states^  which  are  in  a  perpetual  fluctuatio 
He  farther  urged  that  it  was  of  the  utmost  con 
quence  to  engage  the  Duke  as  early  a^  possible 
befriend  the  conversion  of  Cliablais  in  a  sig 
manner;  because^  after  taking  the  first  step^ 
would  not  be  in  his  power  to  recede ;  finally  th 
affairs  were  in  such  a  posturci  as  demanded  tHftie 
immediate  interposition  of  the  sovereign ;  that  t^E^e 
great  number  of  converts  rendered  it  necessacy  '  to 
provide  churches  for  their  religious  assembliiL.^  ^> 

• 

pastors  to  instruct  thern^  and  colleges  to  triL  ^nin 
youths  and  that  many  other  demands  were  to  K'  ^ 
satisfied:,  which  objects  could  not  be  attains  ^ 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  Prince.    -**  It       ^^ 
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t,**  added  he  witii  a  sraUe, ,  '*  tine  season  is  not 
OBi-^voufable ;  but  how  many  soldiers  and  m^r-- 
ct^Ailits  daily,  pass  these  tremeDdous :  mountains, 
firoiaa  Aiotives^  infinitely  inferior  to  those,  which 
inrmpel  us  to  action/' 

.  .  ^Nothing  was  better  calculated  to  excite  con- 
vi<2't:ioB.  than  the  reasons  of  Francis ;   and  any 
but  the  father  Esprit,  would  have  yielded  to 
force.      But  there  are  certain  characters 
wlio  can  never  be  induced  to  listen  to  reason, 
^^lien  it  is  opposed  to  a  plan^  for  which  they  have 
^oxmceived  a  predilection.     The  father  Esprit  had 
^oc*med  a  fair  prospect  of  the  conversion  of  Beza ; 
lie  was  even  associated  in  this  important  negoti- 
ation, and  he  bore  no  part  in  the  business  to  be 
"tr^msacted  with  the  Duke  of  Savoy.     In  spite  of 
^\ '. )  our  endeavours,  we  are  but  too.  frequently 
^«a€3er  ?the  influencciof  self  love;  it  is  rare  that 
zecfel.iA  so  pure,  as  to  be  unmingled  with  ^ome 
f<iM»diiess  for  ourselves.     The  father  Esprit  wholly 
diaapiH^oved  the  reasoning  of  Francis ;  he  spoke 
^  "Strong  termi^  of  the  authority  of  the  Pope,  and 
^^  <lie  indispensable  obligation  by  which  deigy^ 
'^^iJi^  are  bound  io  shew  him  prompt  obedience. 
Particularly  ^n  ecclesiastical  concerns. 

^iut  Francis,  who  was  not  less  distinguished 
y^    "the  firmness,  than  the  gentleness  of  his  cha- 
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racter^  replied^  that  lie  remdned  perfectly  satfa 
fled,  that  the  views  of  hid  'Holiness  tetiAeA' f^^o 
promote  the  greater  good;  that  if  that  ^t^He 
pontiff  were  on  the  spot,  he  would  order  him  t^^  o 
pursue,  what  he  was  determined  to  undertake  ; 
that  he  would  explain  to  him  the  motives  of  hL-ss 
conduct,  and  he  doubted  not  that  the  religioi^^s 
father  would  help  him  in  justifying  the  pu 
eeeding.  -^ 


^  The  father  Esprit  still  remained  unconvinci 
notwithstanding  the  utmost  efforts  of  Francis  i 
induce  him  to  adopt  his  opinion ; .  when  a  secoi^  ^ 
letter  from  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  of  a  more  pressin 
nature  than  the  first,  very  seasonably  arrived 
the  Duke  ordered  him  without  urging  any 
text  for  delay,  to  repair  immediately  to  Chablai- 
in  order  to  confer  with  him  and  the  Pope's  Nui 
eio,  on  the  affaii*s  of  that  country.  This  letter  tei 
minated  the  discussion;  even  the   father  Esprr 
who  appears  on  the  whole  to  have  been  actuate   *^ 
with    good   intentions,    thought    he    could   n 
longer  delay  bis  departure.     Thus  the  negotiatio 
with  Beza,  was  postponed  to  a  more  cianveniei^^*' 
opportunity,  as  will  appear  from  the  progress       *• 
this  history. 

*  Charles  Aug.  of  Sales^     Book  II. 
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* :  The  end  of  Noreniber  was  now  approaching^. 

Tiie  unusual  quantify  of  sitew^  which  had  fallen^ 

and  a  violent  wind  from  the  norths  >  rendered  the 

cold    insupportable ;    the    roads^    cavered   with 

snow,  were  not  to  be  discerned^  and  the  preci* 

pices/  with  which  they  are'  surrounded^   excited 

horror  in  thebrfiasts  of  the^  inhabitants  of  those 

savage  countries^  however: ihey  ihlight '  have  been 

Accustomed  to  such*  sc«es ;.  daily  reports  were 

etrculated  of  persons  perishing'  by  cold^  who  had 

I>een  found  on  the  roads.  .  Theke  obstacles  alarmed 

^hie    most  determined  courage ;    no    one    could 

possiUy  suppose  it  to  be  the  wish- of  his  Royal 

Higbness^  that  Francis  should- travel  in  so  incle* 

i^'^^^ut  a .  seaison.     But  this :  apostolic;  *  man  knew 

^^  danger^  when  the  glory)  of  Godiand  the  sal- 

^^tion<6f  souls  called  forth '%is  exertions.^     The 

^P^al}  number  of  friends^  to  whom  he*. had  com* 

^tmicaied  the  secret  of  his  journey^  in  vain  op^ 

Poaed  the  diesign;  he  departed  unexpe(itediy^  at* 

*^iided  by  onie  servant  only^  whom  he  treatdl 

^^tb  more  tender  compassion  tiian  himself;  this 

''^^^oarce  was  to  him  a  matter  of  absolute  necessity; 

'  It  is  not  difficult  to  calculate  the  hardships^ 
^^Hioh  Francis  had  to  endure  in  this  dreadfuT 

*  Ibid. 

'V-oi.  I.  R         ; 
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joudiey; :  o  tie  had  i;o  pMComttSie  greatest  paK: 
of  it. %itiiout  :a  guide;  4he  moat  advantageoi 
otktij  which  be  could  maks^  were  not  stifficiei 
to  induce  aay  persons  of  thai  description  to 
out  in  such'  tempfstiious  .weather ;  general"  — 
was  he  rodiloed  to  t\m  fiieceisit^  of  dependii^  <= 
the  :superfioial  i  iknowledge^  - ! which    he  ^  and 


fierrliDt  had-  of;  the  cburae  of  that  firightful  cou. 
tigr.v  Aflberijsuffering  incredible  falagliesi  he 
rived   in  ;the   mo^t*  boisterous  weather   at 
DKttiastery  of  St.  .Beirbard;  with  his  servant 
their  hocses^    all  nearly  .perishing  with  coldi^^ 
The > religious  of'the/mona^ery  were  filled  wr 
uncommoa  surprise,  to   see  a  person'  of  his  d- 
scription  and  appef  ranee  in  •  such  a  tempestuomztf 
seasoBy  when  the  wolves  that  abound  tn. those" 
parts,  scarcely  left  iheir.  lurking-holes.     He  bad 
charged?  his  attendant  notr  to  iniention  his  name^ 
m  .order  to  spare  the  great  attention^  which  his 
birth'  and  reputation  would  necessarily  occasioa.  * 
But  the  Servant^  not  conceiving  himself  always 
bc^nd  to  observe  implicit  obedience^   and  not 
coinpletely  .  impue^ed    with   the  spirit  of  those 
maxims^    which    the  profound  humility  of  the 
master  sU^ested^ '  ib^an  by  declaring  who.  hk 
Vis^  and  what  were' ihe  motives  of  his  jounigr 
ift-su^  inclement  weather. 


J.'  -•  - 
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ti^H^ )  v^kif^hibpHtoii^sMed^, :  m^  >to  v|^d  him  e^ckj^ 

i»HQlta)l>l#«  wem^.««;9iibl^  4iffiustd^?Al]ai.ftlief 
^ap^  jvn^jfQQc'g  lknQwledg».i:2:Tbflpi.cot)sidLrc# 
bW!;!w  #^a4f4  4^>it}ie  firftitfUff^t  Qr(th&  (Sliffclly> 
md,  tibpii^  tiH^^#?e9  hwoftrecl  ill  ^posseBskg^ 
fftt  diAtJ)9|^is)i04  if|M|ue)st.-^  rcMtveditiieii; 

a^OtiWi^fj  VlHhn;tbiit!  poliU0m^  Md' /9)ire49bwHi« 
Wblcli!  wim  4II  fhftfrts..  ftip  ||WW»Hynn»feiiied; 
tbat  JSiainifts  Hi^  ^Ufliteve  i»  i^eiriflDndiiat  t6  otiitisy 
^:  th?y')j$6Ui^l3fMiib^WiAO.  mi^i  a^ltfriiljl  toutfaeaiH 
«i^veii.    M|PirOT6is.jj^s  .eentetoly  wdsri^  this  :d?^ 

D^anner  easy  and.  pleasing  ;  and  in  things  lawful 
*^d  =  in^ffwmAi  ^  ie^jidiseoiwwij;  a>idfigife«i  Wf  ^n- 
ittJge^c»i)tQ  Joftewi  j  jTOporii^n^r  ttvtbft  is«i§eri^ 

■ 

'•■    ••;!»::!:<r'    j'fHiC  7''>;i*(' .>'»ll<l<>'>   Jili'J    '(li ''  lj'>'- 1" 

two  tbdc  gueitrai,  ilongi  'H  tiny  dmiiKd^i  A*  itH»» 

kS:  r(NU|lwdi-¥8'>j0unfieyi;,i»IMl.;jiFlll»drMl  .l^Bl 

«ft©r  MiMiiig:  «riMi«wed.  «UKftl»<Ji  i«icoafvenieno«» 
'eMdi  can  arise  to  a  tcanBllfir  ftoro  irop>'"«bb' 

r2 


i^resffiltdiiiithoilgih.Mhis  '  cflcpoiitioniofl.  h^:  ^Yvau 

^le  of  l«ithoi*liiiftli6:  eolICfested;;j[t«tnt9^  that 
sfipiport .  of  itlie/Biiitei  iaaseriiOD  midbt'  tto  adduec^M 
ill  vari^  of/'£uaU^  isuch  aittbesfi^cupettUtl  *< 
f^es  .on  itteii)  jibnfesaion- ^f . faikh>: 
yrbkh  tiiefjfaid  ndt  ijret  tofbq  ib^attn 
tfae^.i^ok^iiee.MUdhi  fthcy  em  toike^rtl 

people  ill  Uiek  religioDy  as  it  epp^red^  A^m  t 

punishment  !t^i  theiihinistec/'^faolmid  been  hi =: 

ried  to ' eliecMioii  ikm^falseiltfiarges;  heeause 
h^d  i^eturiie^  *  M/Sth. !  mUieiitf/  to  -  the  '  Gatho 
Church  ;. :  fthe^  spirit  o£'  ejAuxhiif^: \ which  prevailrcci^ 
aidoiig:  theoi  against  >  Catfaf lies ;:  their  eonnectirft^ 
with  the  eoemies  of  '?tfa'e  state ;  atid:  their  plan  of 
assasfiiiuatioiKftbncerted  against  bnlas^f 'fit  Genevil, 
^which  'thejf  had  to  frequeBtly^attempted  to  carrjr 
into  execution.  He  begged  liis  i  t^owreign  to '  h^e- 
lieve^  that  in  alluding  to  this  fact^  he  had  i|o 
intention  titfi^sohciting  irengeaiici;  thai  he^j>ar- 
dotedr  thfeimiifrohni  his  heart,' ^aML  M^as  persuaded, 
thatt  it  «^0uri;  tie  {better  tefiiake  no  fiirther  ndtiioe 
of  the .  afttettpt ;,;  hut  ithai;  .it  wa9 lundjeniable^  tbidt 
pc^rsons,  who  ;.caii:3he  induced  to  eitiploy ssuoli 
measures,  ^'ui'  oppositim  to  a  concililiting.  eoHt 
ducti  must.irender  their  ssncerity  extfeinely  inifi|- 
picious,  iti  an  .affair  of  such  ^conieqaencbi  T«iid 
whichtidemaiids  sortmidh  uprightMss>  i[lsilie^4id>- 
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flttieai   of  religion;   that   ibm  hatred  for  iht 

datlMriUc  religion^  was  eoonected  with  their  po^ 

JiticNi}  principles;  that  the  Galyinisttt were  natu- 

SraUy  repuhtieans,  and  hostile  to  motiarchy  ;  that 

^Khe  neighbourhood  of  Geneya  aad  Switzeflandj 

^Mud  their  constant  connectioA  with  those  parts^ 

^It^ther  with  their  conformity  in  rehgious  senti- 

^■nents  inflamed  this  displmtion ;  that,  tbey  con*- 

.s^dered  their  religion  a  bon4  of  union  with  their 

^^neigfabowrs;  and  that  in  prescfving  ithe  attach- 

^^nent  of  the  people  to  their  churchy  they  were 

^actuated  b^  no  higher  motives^  than  the  main- 

^^tenance  of  their  privileges  and  liberties,  which 

in  their  judgment  depended  on  their  rdigion  ; 

that    they  loudly   dedared^    the  iCathblic    reli^ 

gion  was  going  to  be  re-established  £wr. no  othei' 

purpose,  than  to  rob  them  et  their  liberty  and 

independence;  that  if  the  Calvinists  were  satis- 

* 

fied  to  employ  no  other  means,  than  those  of 
preaching  and  instruction^  to  secure  Abe  confi- 
dence of  the  people,  he  should  believe,  that  no 
^tiiar  measures  should  be  resorted  to;  but.  as 
th€^ .  had  recourse  to  means  •  purdy  human,  for 
4he  maintenance  of  error,  a  conduct  jsomewfaat 
similar  might  be  justified  in  the  support  of  truth. 

V.  The  Duke,  who  believed   that  Frdnck:  was 
persuading  him  to  employ   force^    in  order  to 


ibMi 
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oblige  bik  '  objects  to  return   to  the  Catholie 
Church;*  ilKtemipted  him  to    saj,  that    such  a 
string  Mras  not  to  be  touched;  that  miKfafy  inter* 
ference' would    be  attended    with  chuigery   and 
would  in&Hibly  draw  the  arms  of  the-  (Senevadd 
»id  the  Swiss  upon  Cbablais;    a  situation  not 
altogether  ;iHiiitable  to  his  circumstances.    Henry 
the  Greats  having  embraced  the  Catholic  reh- 
gion^'  was  in  the  ^peaceable  enjoyment   of  the 
crown,  of  .France.      That  monarch  made  r^te* 
rated  demands    of  the  marquisate  of  Salucca^ 
which  'U'as  a  fief  of  Dauphine^    and  had  been 
seized  by<  the  -Duke    during  the  civil  wars  of 
France ;.  as  he  <was  ^dete^mined  to   keep  it^  be 
foresaw  that  ere  long  he  should  be  assailed  by  the 
French  armies;  and  that  if  he  quarrelled  at  the 
same  tiirie  with-  the  Swiss^  he  should  not  be  en- 
aUed  to;  resist  their  united  forces^  and  would  be 
in  danger  of  being  stripped  of  his  territories^ 
which  had  been  the  situation  of  his  father ;  the 
example  was  recent^  and  naturs|,lly  made  a  deeper 
inq)ression  on  the  prince^  as  the  French^  led  by 
so  pow^ful  a  monarchy   were  fully  aUe^  vrith- 
out  the  assistance  of  the  Swiss^  to  r^ew  the 
scene. 

But    Francis^    who    had    not    entertained    a 
thought  of  making  such  a  proposition^  resumed 
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bis  cUsoourse;  and  said,  that  though  the  Swiss 
imd  the  inhabitants  of  Grenieva  had  employed 
force  to'  banish  the  Catholic  religion  from  their 
States^  and  ^ven  from  his^  before  he  had  succeeded 
to  his  father,  he  was  far  from  giving  him  such 
counsel;  that  a  great  prince  like  him,  knew  how 
to  use  the  sword,  which  God  had  placed  in  his 
hands  ^  fotit  that  as  to  himself,  he  had  meant  by 
human  means,  honour,  places  of  trust,  power, 
rewards/  which  should  be  shared  by  the  Catho- 
lics only;  thati  a 'Christian  prince  is  not  only 
able,  but  that  he  is  obliged  to  employ  such  means 
to  establish  and  support  the  true  religioo,  which 
he  professes ;  and  that  in  fact  the  new  converts 
were  so  much  ^posed  to  <the  persecution  of  the 
Calyinists,  as  to  stand  in  need  of  the  protection 
and  beneficence  of  their  'sovereign  ;  that  aftei"  all 
that  could  be  alleged  on  the  subject,  he  should 
take  the  liberty  to  observe,  that  the  Genevans  and 
the.  Swiss,'  were  not. so  formidable  as  it  might  be 
supposed;  that*  a  republic  so  sfmall  as  that  of 
Geneva,  would  pause  before  it  drew  upon  itself 
the  hostility  of  such  a  powerful  prince  as  him- 
self,* that  wholly  :intent  on  commerce,  it  sought 
jonly  for  peace;  and  that  so  long  as  it  experi- 
enced no  attack,'  it  fdt  no  inclination  to  engage 
in  a' quarrel  with  its  neighbours;  that  in  fact  the 
projection. of  France  inspired  her  witix  insolenee ; 
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that  this  protection^  which  was  to  appear  ra- 
ther io  defensive  than  offensive  operatiom^  and 
which  demanded  of  her  very  delicate  conduct^ 
would  retain  her  within  the  bounds  of  dutjr; 
that  the  most  christian  king,  who  had  latd^ 
embraced  the  Catholic  religion^  and.  who  was 
much  suspected  of  favouring  the  Calvinists^  was 
too  good  a  politician^  to  approve  fliat  the  towus-^ 
men  of  Geneva^  should  presume  to  coutroul 
the  ^conduct,  which  a  Catholic  prince  should  think 
prudent  to  adopt  in  his  own  dominions;  that 
a  period  of  war  was  an  epcouragement  to  any  ai>t 
tempt ;  but  that  with  the  return  of  peaee^  princes 
consulted  their  true  interest^  and  too  clearly  cal- 
culated the  consequences  of  Supporting  subjects 
against- their  lawful  sovereigns;  that  republics, 
which  had  the  same  interest^  pursued  the  same 
sentiments. 

He  further  remarked^  that  the  Swiss  in  par- 
ticular^  exhausted  by  the  dreadful  fury  of  a  civil 
war>  which  the  change  of  rel^on  had  occaM^ 
oned  in  their  country^  entartained  Only  senti- 
inents  of  peace ;  that  all  their  best  troops  were 
engaged  in  the  service  of  France  and  Spain^  4m 
conditions  too  advantageous  to  their  6tate>  to 
admit  their  recall  without  a  necessity  of  00  ur- 
gent la  nature  as  the  invasion  of  their  country ; 


•  ^OF  8ALC:S.      BOOK   lit.  967 

likttt  « "prkkcA  lifce  him^  veho  Iiad  to  give  an  m- 
contitdf^his  Mtimis  to  God  olone^  should  act 
eo  this  oeniffion  ih  a  manner  fluitable  to  his  real 
inti(reftts>i*Whidi  eon^gted  in  re-establishing  the 
Catholic  t^igion  in-  his  doMinion^^  and  that  on 
such  ti' 'subject/ he  had  only  to  consult  his  own 
tmderiltatiding/  his  hopour  and  his  conscience. 

The  Dufce  fecelted  rery  extraordinary  gratifi- 
oation '  h^m  this  discussion^  as  he  little  expected 
ii'frota  ta*  mift  af  the  youthful  appearance  of 
Francis^*  whir '1MM  about  thirty  years  old.  He 
b^evcid'bita  t6>  be  well  skilled  in  theology  and 
eonttover^;  biit  he  was  not  prepared  to  loofc 
for  such  information  on  political  subjects.  How- 
ever, without  these  attainments,  he  would  not 
have  been  so  ^  weftl  adapted  to  the  station  to 
which  ^he  i^as  called:  Tke  ^i vil  government  and 
religion  df  a  ^mktiy  arb  so  intimately  con- 
nei!Sled,  ihn^  atijfinterfe^enciei  with  -one;  necessa- 
rily afflicts  th&''Otlier;>tb#  g^eitteist  fniiilt^  •tbere<^ 
jRdK,  will  ai^sil^^fli^m  a  ipattial  attention  to  infer- 
n&atie^  donecfftitt^>Drie,"''whrfte  tli»  eoneerM  bf 
the  other  are  'ti^ib^^t^.^B^^ides^  it  may  ble  fto- 
nouneed,  ttiat  Hiei^^^  attaitnneMs^^'fErc  not  altoge^ 
ther  so  iifeOflrpatftx)^!,  *  ets:  it  ^  tnlght  be '  mippdied* 
When  the  Almighty,  in  giving  laws  to  the  Jews, 
^taMislied'^fhe'^fitdsft  petfeet  fetm  ^  pol^y  he 
pMded  the' slieli^^^^dlihd''  iaM^ 
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hands  of  the  Iprlestfif;  and  m  tke  Chrifitiaa  rel£- 
giori^  thi  character  of  a  clergyman  aiid  a  pastor^ 
by  no  means-  destroys ^ that :  of  a. citizen^  of  m 
member  of  the  stsite^i rand  of  It  subject  of  ^ 
prince.  There  ieitibsei*  exists  a  necessity  of  ^dev 
clining  all  employments^  in  which  the  public  in- 
tere3t  is  concerned^  or  it  becomes  an.  imperious 
duty  to  obtain  information  on  what  may  be  use-^ 
fulor  injurious  to  the  political  instifutibns  of  a 
county;  and  it!  will  ever  pro\ie:  *  a  dtagerous 
expedient  to  entrust  even  seligious.  affairs^  to  the 
guidance  of  those^  who 'ate  unacqutunted  with 
the  interfering  claimsi  of  the  $tiit?^,ifiir;  who^  |ec| 
no  interest  whp,teyer  in  the  civil  .'pretensions  of 
their  CQimtry.- i       i,  .-.J.:       .-./h. «  i. !'.•'!  • 

Francis  was  particularly  drbliged- to. attend  <tO 
these  concei^is^  as.be«|iitd  td.dU;  with  aifpeople^y 
who  had* but ilatelyreturnedt to  their  allegianc0'io 
their  aoYefi^i|Ji.and..whOj«  bfisides  profeslin^  ^ 
religion :  different  .from'  his>i  jUaininined  ft  cld$^ 
conaection  with  his  enen^os.  .  Such,  a  situation  of 
affairs  demanded  tt^/.most.caiitioiis  ^m^^  delicate 
management/ ;  lest « in '  re-e$tablishing  the  aocient 
religion^  he  might  .expose  the ;  authoriiy  of  thi^ 
prince>  .and  disturb  the  public  tr^^qiiiUity. 

lie    Dttke   oft  Sa^oy^    whpse  .H^Q&ietic^  in 
ia^was.  eonsideraUy  increased^  M^a^  i^t  wtiisr 
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the  generd  advice^  Which  had  been 
)  b^'wiihed  for  a  more  particular  detail 
til  tteit'migtlt  contribute  to  the  progress  and 
>^r4ecii!oH^the  Wdrk^  wMch  he  h^d  undertaken, 
ici^  eodtpUed'  ^th  his  Wshes,  and  the  Duke 
id; '"thai' his ^ 'plan  might  be  committed  to 
tifa^;^iflfnd  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the 
^^^o^Wncii -of  State,  M^hich  was  to  be  convened  oft 
t^-fe -"  ftteowiiig^  day  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
**  ^i*  bfe  »|>tC8ew^, 

;'/■.'■•*•(' 
. '    •  ■  .  <■      i  ■  1  •  > 

* '  X^rantils  hftTitig'  repaired  to  the  '  Council^  to 
^^"liick  tite  Aiichbishop  of  Bari,  the  Nuncio  of  his 
Hto>liiie9Sf;'fliad  been  invited,  repeated  the  same 
^^t^^i^ies,  whielrilie  had  discussed  in  his  conference 
^'^^'th'  the"  Dukfe ;'  =  and  presented   the    memorial 
^^^^ich   behflld'been  reqirired  to  prepare.*     The 
Purport  of  it  -itiU,  that  it  became  necessary  to 
^3^pel  the  mimstjsri  of  the>  Cafvitiists  from  the 
^fcirt&iions  of  the  Diike  of  Savoy,  and  particularly 
''^Ofii  iTbobon,    the  inhabitants  of  trhich  were 
^^^vemely  turbulent  and  disposed  to  rebellion ;  that 
*liesy  not  only  obstructed  the  conversion  of  the  peo- 
ple^ but  that  they  propagated  seditious  opinions, 
^^^  maintained  a  secret  correspondence  with  the 

state ;  that  as  long  as  they  should  be 


1.  m  >■ 


^ ' ' '  * '  «*  Aug!,  of  Sales.     Book  II.    Anoii-  Book  I. 


270  THB  UUm  OF  ST.   FRillK^JGB 

suffered  to  remain  in  CIutblaifi^.,aDd  Ope 
to  which  his  mission  extended^:  .qofjjbiitB  0f  * 
conBequence  coiild  be  effected  ;)|^at,:alibei>  «U 
pains  which  he  had  .taken,  in  .the! inriTIMtMMP- 
those^  who  appeared  well  djspoi^i  ;a*:baA 
ment  or  a  menace  emplo)red,;by:a  nMqpterS;.!^^ 
sufficient  to  destroy  tlie  whole  effert^.,«nd,4P  j 
dace,  them  to  embrace  theic  ficat  errorj^-,  ¥ri 
morq  obstinacy    thaa  they  bad  ^befe^ifAMwi^ -^ 
that  after  the  repeated  offers^  which  durifi^  iswa:^ 
years  had  been  made  to  them,  in  (he  name  of^^ 
the  .prince^  of  amicably   terminativ^   1^t^\  dis- 
putes by  a .  conference,   offersc^  ivhicji  tbcy  \k^A 
rejected,  with    invincible,  ob^inacy^  ^ithey  4mt\d 
alli^  no  possible  reason  of  .cotapAawt^  agajuprt 
that  degree  of  rigour,  which  their  cmm  conduct 
rendered    necessary;    that    ^.    Caiholic   prinee^ 
bound  by  a  conscientious  obligatioo^  io  prou)Qt0 
the  salvation  of  his  jsubjects^  could  not  lose  sigbt 
of  the  necessity  of  banishing  thosev  whos^  efforts 
were  wholly  directed  to  the  ruin  of  thdcr  fdlow 
creatures,    and  to  the  loss   of  their  immortal 
souls. 

•  *  * 

The  memorial  fattlicr  stated,  that  a  rigoroua 
search  must  be  made  after  heretical  boob^  a«d 
the  reading  of  them  absolutely  forbiddea,  as  th^ 
produced  nearly  the  same  effect^  as  the.  seditious 
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let  <^  tbe  mtoistars^  and  fomented  -orrar 
rebdUon  amimg  |the  people ;    that  on  die 
»«Bp|ireBsioii  of  such  dangerous  productions^  others 
vi^wre  itto  be  substituted,  for  the  purpose  ofia* 
•^nwtii^  the  people  in  the  truth  of  the  Catholic 
r^ligtoii^  and  of  fonniog  them  to  good  conduct 
«^iAd  •  Tirtue ;  that  in  proportion  as  a  natioa  be-' 
koines !  faithfbl  to  God,   the  uipre  scrupuloaslj 
eautct  it  is  in  paying  all^iance  to  its  sovareiga ; 
&ocl  thsA  it  has  been  justly  remarked  from  age  to 
^S^^  i^^bat  g^d  citizens  and  good  subjects  are 
'a  %6  £bimd  among  the  virtuous ;  that  the  ctreu* 
l«tioat4>f  good  books  might  be  promoted  with 
^^^e.iitaiost    facility,    and   at   an   inconnderablc 
^^cpoice,  if  the  Duke  would  be  pleased,  to  esta- 
blish a.  Cathdic  printer  at  Annecy,  with  some 
^VfcnuNrdinaiy   priyilege    and  prerogative,  which 
^ig^t  'doable  him  to  suppoit  the  undertaking. 

ii^e  memorialist  proceeded  to  observe,  that 
"Cfwii  thls>  same  motive  of  promoting  the  salvmimn 
^£ttfaet  people,  it  would  be  Jiecessapy  to  depiive 
^e  Galvinists  of  all  places  of  trust,  emolument 
^nd  honour,  and  give  them  to  the  Catholics; 
tfavt  Ae  Calvinists  rendered  such  advantages 
atliiservient  to  the  advancement  of  error,  and 
^BSfdoyedA  them  as  obstructions  to  the  progress  of 
the  fiiitb;   that  they   considered  it   a   duty  to 
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support  tiieir  party;  that  they  secret! j  iny Delved 
the  Catholics^  and  those  who  discovered  any 
inclination  to  embrace  Catholicity/  in  the  mbst 
unpleasant  difficulties^  in  order*  to  •  intimidlite  tlie 
weiEik;  that  it  was  apparent^  that  they  "were' more 
affected  by  present  evils^  thaii  those  whieb  are 
eternal,  and  that  as  they  thus  abused  their  autho- 
rity, it  'Was  just  and  rational  to  subject  them  to 
the  punishment  of  deprivation.    ■ 


f  • 


Francis  continued  to  remark,  that  when  "M 
which  could  aid  the  progreiss  of  error  should  be 
removed^  it  would  be  necessary  to  rercstabEsh 
whatever  would  tend  to  supjiort  the  Cartholic 
religion,  principally  the  parishes  and  the  pastors; 
that'  to  accomplish  this  object,  it  would*  be  ne<^ 
cessary  only  to  make  sn  accurate  search  for  th^ 
revenues  of  the  benefices  usurped  by  the-  Gal-* 
vinists^  or  unjustly  held  by  persons  without  title 
or  even  the  clerical  character ;  that  the  resti^ 
tution  of  dues  unjustly  held,  would  enable  them 
to  rebuild  the  demolished  churches,  and  that  the 
current  income  would  be  sufficient  for  the  sup-^ 
port  of  the  pastors;  that  for  someyears^  itwouU 
be  expedient  to  select^  besides  the  ordinaly  paa^ 
tors^  at  least  eight  preachers,  who  were  not  to 
be  confined  to  any  particular  place^  but  wlMiae 
duty  was  to  consist  in  preaching  in  anyj^part  of 
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^  province ;  that  their  maintenance  would  not 
^Q  burdensome  to  the  state^  as  they  might  -  bq 
supported  fromithe  revenues^  devoted  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Calvinistic  ministers;    that  as  the 
*0Wtt  of  Thonon  Mras  the  capital  of  ihe  province, 
^d    contained    a   great   number   of   Catholics^ 
Without  including  those  who  might  be  expected 
*o  embrace  the  Catholic  religion,  he  believed  it 
^ocild  be  indispensably  requisite  to  restore  to  the 
Catholics,  the  church  of  St.  Hippolytus,  and  to 
'^tr educe  the  practice  of  celebrating  mass  and 
**^^  other  parts  of  the  divine  service. 

Finally  Francis  added,  that  as  nothing  contri-^ 
^^tes  more  to  the  preservation  of  true  religion, 
than  proper  care  in  the  education  of  youth,  he 
judged  it  to  be  a  measure  of  absolute  necessity, 
to  found  a  college  at  Thonon,  to  be  placed  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Jesuits;^  that  it  would 


*  The  translator,  notwithstanding  his  extreme  reserve 
in  obtruding  his  own  opinions  on  the  reader  in  the  shape 
of  notes  and  illustrations,  cannot  help  adverting  to  the 
<listiuguished  veneration  with  which  St.  Francis  of  Sales 
flilways  treated  the  great  and  much  injured  society  of  the 
Jesuits.  The  opinion  of  such  a  man,  on  the  merits  of  this 
^nunent  body,  would  alone  be  decisive  on  the  subject; 
and  a  viery  superficial  view  of  their  achievements  is  snffi* 
cient  to  *»hew,   that   his »  admiration  was  not  misplaced* 

VOL.    I.  IS 
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serve  as  a  species  of  bulwark  against  the  enter- ' 
prises  of  Geneva^  aad  a  constant  resource  against 
heretical  depravity^  which  had  prevailed  to  such 
an  extent^  as  to  excite  the  most  alarming  appre- 
hensions; that  this  college  would  answer  ibm 
purpose  of  a  seminary^  which  in  a  short  per^d^ 
would  produce  persons  well  informed^  and  capa** 
hie  of  confirming  their  brethren  in  the  fidth; 
that  he  knew  no  persons  better  qualified  to  op* 
pose  to  heretics,  than  these  fath^s  of  the  society^ 
who  were  accustomed  to  the  combat^  and  whose 
regular  and  irreproachable  lives  set  at  defiance 
those  calumnies^  with  which  the  Calvinists  usu- 
ally darkened  the  characters  of  thdr  adversaries ; 
thai  if  this  plan  should  be  adopted^  it  vi^uM  be 
easy  to.  fipd  means  of  carrying  it  into  execution. 

Francis  having  read  the  memorial  of  which 
the  substance  has  been  here  extracted^  the  Nuncio 


hideed  when  we  take  a  riew  of  their  great  and  numerous 
establishments  in  every  quarter  of  the  world;  when  wc 
bring  to  our  recollection  the  regularity  and  disciptine, 
which  prevailed  in  their  colleges,  and  proved  to  be  «d« 
mirably  calculated  to  train  youth  to  religion  and  learning ; 
when  we  consider  the  piety  and  zeal  which  animated  their 
pursuits;  when  we  survey  the  various  countriett  which 
have  been  indebted  to  their  apostolic  labours  either  for  the 
benefit  of  the  faith,  or  the  diffusion  of  piety,  from  the 
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'  Qfhis  Holiness  not  only  gave  it  his  full  approba* 
tipHi  but  pramised  in  the  name  of  the  sovei^ign 
PoQtifij  that  no  endeavours  should  be  wanting 

,f^, bis  part,  to  afford  his  aid  in  carrying  it  into 
effect.  Many  of  the  counuiellors  of  state  ap- 
proved  of  the  substance  of  the  memorial,    but 

.  were .  of  opiaion^  that  no  measure  should  be  pre- 


f«aken|  coa^t  of  China*  to  ^e  western  6bor«s  of  Ataeriea ; 
wiien  we  contemplate  the  immense  nuabers  ^  learned 
.  ihafi  fotmed  in  thia  Miciety,  and  eminent  in  evety  braneh 
.  of  aeienee;  whtti  we  calculate  the  vartoua  and  exe^lkmt 
pfoductiatiB,  0a  every  subject  with  wbieh  they  hiive  fa- 
▼•ttred  the  world)  we  are  lost  in  admiration  at  the  fralts 
ef  their  tender  piety,  their  unriTalled  taleals«  their  perse- 
yefiiig  aeal ;  and  are  constrained  to  acknowledge  theiH  t^ 
.have  been  the  tnost  distinguished  order^  that  ever  adoraad 
idle  dmrefa  oi  Christ.    In  what  other  fratertiity  aie  ^a  to 
It)«k  for  the  names  of  Petavius,  of  Snares  and  Vas<|Mea» 
who  are  called  by  Benedict  the  XIV9  the  lights  of  the 
Theological  SehooU  of  the  Father  Sirmond  ?  Where  are 
Ire  to  find  the  first  of  all  sciences^  the  science  of  the 
.  Sdintsy  the  principles  of  an  interior  life  explained  with  so 
■aaieh  precision  as  in  the  abcetic  treatises  of  these  veligidmii 
nsen  ?  Bnt  whsit  wiU  probably  re€4>mxaaad  their  merit  to 
.  the  attention  of  a  British  public^  is  their  unrivalled  excel- 
lence in  every  species  of  polite  literature*    From  thd  lofty 
strains  of  De  la  Rue,  some  of  which  the  great  Corneille 
bas  honoured  with  a  tranaiation  into-  French  terse,  to  the 
^elegant  and  delicate  effusions  of  Commirict^y  every  kind 
of  poetical  excellence  may  be  found  ?   They  are  not  less 
•clistinguished  by  a  series  of  great  writ^rs^  who  have  fa- 

s2 
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cipitately  resorted  to,  and  that  the  execution  < 
at  least  a  part  of  the  plan^  should  be  postpo 
to  a  more  convenient  season;     The^  alleged^ 
support  of  their  opinion^  that  the  political 
bore  a  great  analogy  to  the  human  frame ;  th 
health  once  impaired^   is  not  instantly  restor 
that  time  must  be  allowed  to  the  remedies  p 


voured  the  world  with   varibus  specimens  of  hiatori^^^I 

.  composition.     Bigotry   will   not  withhold  Applause  i 
the  performances  of  Maf}ei»  of  Juvency  and  of 
As  long  as  the  eloquence  of  the  pulpit  is  held  in  any 

■  timation,  the  names  of  Bourdaloue,  of  Neuville,  andl. 
l>e  la  Rue,  will  be  remembered  with  the  highest  distin* 
tion.     It  is  almost  injurious  to  their  credit  to  mention  JymMt 

*a  few  names ;  but  a  bare  list  of  those,  whom  their  prodix^:?- 
tiotis  have  rendered  eminent,  would  swell  this  note  to  ^^ 

'■  immeasurable  length.  Of  such  a  society,  so  formed,  ^^ 
tnujch  ennobled  by  piety,  learning  and  apostolic  zeal,  i^b<^ 
can  refrain  from  lamenting  the  fall?  Who  can  endis.^^ 
that  their  reputation  should  be  tarnished  by  the  calumn^^^ 
6f  D'Alembert  and  other  writers,  who  have  undeservedly 
bean  dignified  with  the  appellation  of  philosophers  ?  T^^ 
slender  tribute  here  given  to  their  merit,  the  transla-t^^r 
believes  to  be  strictly  due  to  this  memorable  society ;  »if*^ 
he  hopes  to  be  excused  for  thus  shedding  a  passing  t^^^ 
on  the  tomb  of  departed  greatness. 

His  saltern  aceuinulem  donis,  et  fungar  inaoi 
.    Maoere. 

With  sighs  let  one  his  tender  tribute  bring, 
And  in  these  unavailing  accents  sing. 
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scribed^   to   produce  their  full  effect;  that  the 

fra^me  must  not  be  oppressed ;  that  nature  must 

be     indulged^   and  ample  time  given  that  both 

msi^jr  be  suffered  to  operate ;  that  there  are  seasons 

and  circumstances  which  forbid  the  application 

oF    any  remedy ;  that  an  eager  wish  to  hasten  the 

cu  jTc  often  ruins  the  patient ;  that  it  was  improper 

to     adopt  the  same  conduct  towards  frontier  pro- 

"vixBrces^  as  would  be  shewn  towards  those  situated 

in  -the  heart  of  the  state^  and  at  sufficient  distance 

fromn  the  machinations  of  foreign  enemies;  that 

Geneva  and  the  Swiss,  the  neighbours  of  Char 

Wa.is,  would  not  behold  with  indifference,    the 

c^^cution  of  the  proposed  plan;  that  the  least 

*hat  might  be  expected  would  be,  that  a  part  of 

*ho  subjects   of  his   Royal  Highness,  would  re- 

'^otince    their    allegiance^    repair    to   a   foreign 

st^-ndard,  and  complete  the  ruin  of  his  provinces ; 

^^H,t  before  matters  could  be  carried  with  a  high 

*^^^d,  it  would  be  prudent  to  await  the  termina- 

**oxi  :of  their  differences  with  France  respecting 

*hLo  marqui^ate  of  Salucca. 

J'rancis^  who  had  foreseen  that  his  plan  would 
^^t;  pass  without  opposition,  asked  permission  of 
^H^  Didte  to  justify,  what  he  had  advanced  ;  and 
*^^^ug  obtained  it,  he  represented  with  his  usual 
'^^ckness,  that  if  there  are  some  evils,  which  are 
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net  to  be  exasperated^  there  are  others,  ydki 
are  not  to  be  treated  with  too  much  tenderness 
that  nature  bj  receiving  too  much  indulgen 
might  finally  yield  to  the  violence  of  the  evil 
and  that  time,  so  far  from  healing  disorders  of 
tertain  description,  will  often  render  them 
pletely  incurable;    that  to  apply  these  gene 
principles  to  the  discussion  relative  to  Chabl 

• 

and  the  bailiwicks,  it  could  not  be  asserted  th.  ^i 
any  steps  had  been  precipitately  taken,  or  tlm^i 
eare  had  not  been  employed  to  ascertain  the 
and  circumstances  proper  for  the  proposed  m 
sures;  that  two  years  had  elapsed,  since  he  firisf 
entered  Chablais    by  the  express  order  of   time 
prince;  that  no  gentle  means  of  promoting  coo- 
cfiiation  had  been   left  unattempted,    and  thmi 
every  plan  of  this  nature  had  been  rejected  witB 
invincible  obstinacy;  that  he  should   never  b^ 
the  adviser   of  violent  measures;    but   that  £* 
would  be  a  singular  mistake  to  imagine  that  th^ 
Catholic  religion  could  be  established  in  Chablais, 
without  resorting  to  other  means,    than  those, 
which  had  been  adopted ;  that  Geneva  and  the 
Swiss  would  seriously  pause,  before  they  came 
to  an  open  rupture  with  the  Duke ;  that,  if  that 
event  were  to  take  place,  they  were  not  to  be 
dreaded ;  that  they  could  claim  no  more  right  to 
interfere  in  the  concerns  of  his  Royal  Highness, 
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"than  he  could  to  regukte  ti^ir  afikin ;  that  as 
"ihqr  woid4  discoTer  the  greatert  unwillitigiiess 
"to  auifer  him  to  dictate  on  a  point  to  impoHant 
as  that  of  religion^  they  could  not  expect  that  a 
business  of  a  similar  nature  should  be  referred  to 
their  decision ;  that  they  might  complain^  remon* 
strate^  negotiate  and  even  proceed  to  menaces^ 
but  that  it  was  not  probable^  that  they  would  go 
to  greater  lengths ;  that  possibly  the  most  obsti- 
tate  and  factious  among  the  CaWinists  might 
leave  the  country,  but  that  by  such  an  event, 
the  state  would  gain  more  than  it  would  lose  ; 
and  that  persons  of  this  description^  after  expe- 
riencing the  harsh  and  jealous  treatment  of 
strangers^  and  enduring  the  diflSculties  and  hard- 
ships even  of  a  voluntary  exile,  would  be  ex- 
tremely happy  to  return  to  their  own  country, 
on  the  conditions,  which  their  sovereign  might 
be  disposed  to  grant. 

Then  addressing  his  discourse  to  those  coun- 
sellors of  state,  who  were  of  opinion  that  the 
plan  proposed  by  Francis,  should  not  be  carried 
into  effect  in  all  its  parts,  he  asked  what  happier 
moment  could  be  selected  for  the  execution  of 
his  project,  than  the  present  period  ;  he  observed, 
that  they  were  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  profound 
peace^  governed  by  a  powerful  prince^  who  was 
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esteemed  aod  revered  bj   bis  ndgfaboursj,   w 
bad  subdued  that  people^  cooceruiiig  wbora  sucl 
apprehensions  were  entertained ;  who  was  bdovi 
and  respected  by  his  subjects^  and  capable  ofu 
dertaking  whatever  might  be  judged  proper  f< 
the  security  of  his  dominions ;  he  was  fully  awa 
that  the  affair  of  Salucca^  was  an  obstacle  to  t 
execution  of  the  design  respecting  Chablais ; 
still  he  contended  that^  as  that  delicate  transa. 
tion  had  been  referred  to  the  arbitration  of 
Holiness^  it  rested  with  the  Duke  to  termini.  ^C: 
the  difference  in  a  most  amicable  manner. 

No  sooner  had  Francis  finished  his  harangui.^, 
than  the  Duke  rose^  and  instantly  complied  wil:I] 
the  whole  of  his  demand^  with  the  exception  of 
two  articles^  the  execution  of  which  he  promised 
should  not  be  long  delayed.     He  allowed  him   in 
particular  to  take  possession  of  the  church     of 
St.  Ilippolytus^  and  there  to  celebrate  the  div^ine 
mysteries  and  perform  the  whole  of  the  servi^^e; 
he  promised  him  to  address  letters  to  the  office ^^^ 
of  the  town,  in  order  to  explain  his  intentio^^  5 
as  well  as  to  the  governor  of  Chablais,  with      ^' 
rections  to  execute  his  orders;   and  he  recc^^d- 
mended  to  him,  on  his  return  to  the  scene  of     ^'^ 
operations,  to  transmit  to  him  a  r^ular  acco'dfl' 
of  his  proceedings. 
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Francis  after  this  had  several  conferences  with 
c  Pope's  Nuncio ;  he  spoke  to  him  of  the  or- 
^^rs   which  he  had  received  from  his   Holiness 
'■^^lative  to  Theodore  Beza,  and  of  the  reasons^ 
'^vhich  had  induced  hira  to  postpone  that  affair 
^ill  his  return.     The  Nuncio  approved  of  his  con- 
duct, engaged  to  explain  it  satisfactorily  to  his 
IJoliness^  assured  him  of  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  the  PontiflT,  and  promised  to  exert  his 
ififiuence  hoth  with  him  and  the  Duke  of  Savoy 
to  accelerate  the  execution  of  his  proposed  plan. 
*^  You  will/'  added  he,    *'  need  much  support. 
The  Prince  has   the  best  intentions;  but  he  is 
surrounded  by  counsellors,  who  are  either  unsea- 
sonably timid  or  gained  by  the  Calvinists ;  every 
accident  alarms  them ;    and  they  will  spare  no 
pains  to  divert  their  master  from  the  execution  of 
his  laudable  purposes.     But  he  has  given  you  his 
word;  and  I  will  leave  nothing  unattempted  io 
induce  him  to  fulfil  his  engagements.'* 

In  the  mean  time,  Francis  having  made  prepa* 
rations  for  his  return^  was  admitted  by  the  Duke 
to  the  last  audience.  *  This  Prince  delivered  to 
him  the  promised  letters^  with  others,  contain- 
ing orders^  that  a  sufficient  revenue  should  be 
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giTen  to  him  from  the  Dacal  domains  for  iui  pfsm 
support  and  that  of  his  missionaries.  The  Duke 
expected  that  he  would  solicit  some  favour  for 
himself^  or  that  at  least  he  would  ask  to  be  reim- 
bursed for  what  he  had  advanced  ;  but  finding 
him  preserve  an  uninterrupted  silence  on  that 
subject^  his  Highness  ventured  himself  to  make 
the  overture  with  such  distinguished  noarks  of 
kindness^  as  others  would  have  embraced  with 
avidity  to  promote  their  own  advantage. 

Francis  seized  this  opportunity^  not  to  forward 
his  private  interest^  but  that  of  the  chapter  of 
Creneva^  at  the  head  of  which  he  had  been  placed. 
He  accordingly  represented  to  the  Duke  the  ex- 
treme distress  of  that  fraternity^  after  their  reve- 
nues had  been  seized  by  the  inhabitants  of  Ge- 
neva; and  their  inability  to  perform  the  divine 
service  with  the  decorum  due  to  the  first  church 
of  a  diocese;  that  the  Popes  Pius  IV^  and 
Gregory  XIII^  had,  in  consequence  of  this  event, 
exempted  them  from  the  payment  of  tithes  under 
all  circumstances ;  that  inferior  agents  had  how- 
ever exacted  payment  with  the  utmost  rigour ; 
he  therefore  entreated  his  sovereign  to  confiroi 
this  immunity,  and  to  restore  to  them  the  usurped 
revenues  in  the  different  parts  of  his  dominions, 
and  particularly  the  priory  of  Armoy,  their  claim 
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^0  wbich  they  could  fupport  by  the  most  nu- 
theotic  titleg. 


The  Duke  struck  with  admiration  at  this  dis-^ 

•'^terested  conduct,  instantly  complied  with  hk 

'^ci^uest^  and  directed  that  orders  should  be  issued 

^^    this  effect.     He  renewed  his  assurances^  that 

^^    would  proceed  in  person  to  second  his  laud- 

^^le  liews;  he  fireely  declared  that  he  should 

postpone  to  that  period  only^  the  execution  of  th« 

*^^^«  articles  of  his  plan,  relative  to  the  ministers 

^^^  the  Calrinistic  ma^strates ;  and  he  dismissed 

^ivii  with    innumerable    marks  of   esteem    and 

•^i^dness. 

In  the  mean  time  the  winter  continued  wHh 
^Qabated  severity;*  and  the  Alps,  covered  with 
^n  additional  fall  of  snow  after  the  period  of  his 
vrival  at  Turin,  seemed  to  oppose  a  fresh  ob* 
tfacle  to  his  return.  The  Duke  of  Savoy,  the 
ifuncio  of  his  Holiness,  and  an  immense  con- 
eourse  of  fHends,  whom  he  had  made  at  Court, 
wished  him  to  wait  for  a  more  favourable  season ; 
but  Francis,  who,  in  no  part  of  his  life,  was  ever 
disposed  to  spare  himself,  when  the  interests  of 
heaven  were  concerned,    and  who,  in  this  in*- 
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stance^  was  persuaded  that  Jbis  presence  was  n 
cessary  at  Tfaonon^  could  not  be  detained  by 
consideration.     The  only  precaution  which 
took^  was  to  return  by  the  mountain^  called  1 
little  St.  Bernard^  where  indeed  the  roads 
less  unfavourable.     On  his  arrival  at  Thonc^ 
he  visited  the  Catholics^  and  found  to  his  sat  i 
faction^    that  their  zeal  had  continued  undine,   i- 
nished  during  his  absence.     He  recommended   ^to 
their  prayers^  the  public  re-establishment  of  ttz^ 
Catholic  religion  at  Thojnon^  and  in  the  whole  «=>f 
Chablais:  he  produced  the. order  of  the  Duls^if 
for  this  purpose^  and  spent  many  days  in  prayc^r 
and  fastings  to  beg  of  God^  that  this  event  rrngtrnt 
take  place  without  confusion^  and  that  the  extre- 
mities^ to  which  the .  Duke  might  be  obliged  to 
proceed^  in  the  event  of  any  opposition  to  lii9 
will^  might  by  the  divine  blessing,  be  averted. 

Christmas  was  now  approaching;  and  ^ 
Francis  and  the  Catholics  were  extremely  anxicn^us, 
that  the  church  of  St.  Hippolytus^  of  which^  he 
was  authorized  to  take  possession^  should  bc^  f^ 
covered,  in  order  to  celebrate  the  divine  my^^te- 
ries  on  that  great  festival,  he  hastened  to  deL:iver 
to  the  governor  of  Chablais,  and  to  the  magis- 
trates of  Thonon,  the  letters  for  that  purpose^  of 
which  he  was  the  bearer  from  the  Duke,    ^he 
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governor  gave  htm  every  assurance  of  protection^ 
^hith  he  might  want,  and  b^ged  him  to  send 

***    exact    relation    of  the  ,  proceedings,    which 

^J^Ould  take  place  at  Thonon. 

The  magistrates  had  no   sooner  received  the 
'^*ters  of  the  Duke,  requiring  them  to  restore  to 
*^^  Catholics,  the  church  of  St.  Hippoljtus,  and 
*^^      offer  no    molestation  to  the  divine-  service, 
^^iiicb  was  there  to  be  performed  by  his  orders, 
*^^a  they  themselves  b^an  to  foment  sedition.* 
^-^fee  gates  of  the  town  were  instantly  shut,  to 
t^^^^vent  the  governor  and  the  Catholics  of  the 
^^^lintry,  from  affording  assistance  to  their  friends 
^^^ithin  the  walls ;  at  the  same  time,  the  Calvin- 
^^t»   flew  to  arms;  a  part  of  them  invested  the 
^^^i^arch  of  St.  Hippolytus,  and  others  dispersed 
"tlietnselves  ovier  the  town,  uttering  the  most  fu- 
rious menaces  to  murder  the  Catholics,  and  to 
bum  Francis  alive  and  exhibit  'him  as  a  public 
spectacle.     Th^  Catholics  alarmed  at  their  own 
danger,  but  more  at  that,  with  which  their  pastor 
was  threatened,  took  arms  in  their  own  defence ; 
and  acknowledging  no  other  leader  than  Francis, 
^  and  in  his  person  the  Duke,  whose  orders  he  was 
con^ralssioned  to  execute,  threatened  in  their  turn. 
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to  sell  their  lm»  dearly^  and  declared  tbit  ihe 
magistrated  should  be  responsible^  at  thie  haklrd 
itf  their  ajdstence^  ^  for  the  safety  of  Ffanm. 
They  were  sufficiently  nuftierous^  and  too  will 
armed  to  excite  contempt;  the  authority  of  the 
Prirtc«,  with  which  they  were  invested,  tug- 
mented  their  courage,  and  the  despair,  to  which 
the  violent  proceedings  of  the  Calvinists  reduoed 
them,  drofe  them  beyond  tlie  usual  bounds  of 
restraint,  and  afforded  every  reason  to  appitehited 
their  resentment.  It  appeared  that  orders  were 
secretly  issued  by  some  commander;  for  tihey 
took  possession  with  great  regularity  of  several 
advantageous  posts,  where  small  bodies  might  be 
Imposed  with  effect  to  superior  numbers..  The 
personal  safety  of  Francis  was  one  of  the  first 
objects  of  attention ;  they  surrounded  his.  hcMUte, 
add  notwithstanding  his  repeated  and  raouous 
wishes  not  to  oppose  force  to  force,  uotwithflAand- 
itig  his  earnest  assurances,  that  he  could  expe- 
rience no  greater  happiness^  than  to  die  in  the 
cause,  in  which  he  was  engaged,  it  was  not  in 
his  power  to  restrain  their  ardour. 

In  the  mean  time  night  approached;  and.aa  the 
Calvinists  who  had  seiaed  the  church  of  St.  Hip- 
polytus  began  to  retire,  to  take  some  repose  after 
a  very  turbulent  day,  the  Catholics  with  more 
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pentftenxkce  took  possession  of  the  church  in 
dieif  tUTD.  Francis^  haviag  »  sufficient  number 
of  "vrorkmen  at  command^  began  the  necessary 
iqMirations.  The  Calyinists^  on  receiving  Intel* 
Kgence'i  of  this  step,  resumed  their  arms;  and 
both  ftdes^  tsfUs  remaining  some  time  in  a  me-^ 
naefaig  attitude,  were  ready  to  engage,  when 
Firancis,  whose  otreme  mildness  of  character 
ptodiH^  the  utmost  aversion  to  violence,  threw 
hiflM^  betwien  both  parties  at  the  hazard  of 
Us  Ufi^.  His  presence  checked  the  ardour  of 
fte  Catholics,  and  suspraded  the  fury  of  their 
enemies.  He  called  for  the  magistrates;  and 
speaking  in  an  audible  tone  of  voice,  to  be  heard 
by  the  whole  multitude,  he  re^esented  with 
mucb  force,  that  had  he  uad^taken  by  his  own 
authority,  to  restore  to  the  Catholics  the'  chmrch 
ni  St.  Hippolytus,  their  opposition  would  have 
been  Justifiable;  that,  even  in  that  case,  they 
sjiould  have  proceeded  with  the  decorum  and  the 
forms  of  justice,  and  not- with  arms  in  their  hands, 
which  no  person  can  be  authorized  to  employ 
but  by  the  permission  of  the  sovereign,  in  his 
service,  and  assuredly  not  against  his  will ;  that 
th^  were  'perfectly  well  aware,  that  he  took  no 
step  in  this  business,  but  by  the  orders  of  his 
sovere^ ;  for  he  had  delivered  tiie  Duke's  letters 
into  fteir  hands ;  that  instead  of  carrying  these 
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injunctions  into  eflfect  as  their  situation  o 
tbem  to  do^  it  ^as  observable^  that^  by  th 
orders^  at  least  by  their  consent^  the  inhabita 
had  taken  arms  against  each  other^  sedition 
been  fomented^  and  the  mandates  of  theic  save — 
reign  treated  with  ignominy  and  scorn ;  that  they*** 
had  already  proceeded  too  far^  and  that  if  they 
suffered  this  melancholy  affair  to  be  carried  t6 
greater  lengths^  such  a  dereliction  of  duty  could 
be  expiated  only  by  the  entire  destruction  of  their 
city.  He  assured  them^  that  he  did  not  wish  to 
appear  as  their  accuser ;  but  that  being  charged 
With  the  orders  of  their  Prince^  he  could  not  avoid 
the  indispensable  obligation  of  informing  hini^ 
in  what  manner  they  had  been  executed ;  that  it 
was  not  the  intention  of  the  Duke  to  deprive 
them  of  the  liberty  of  conscience^  which  he  had 
granted;  but  that  it  was  perfectly  rational^  that, 
as  they  had  many  other  places  of  worship,  the 
Catholics,  who  were  extremely  numerous,  should 
at  least  have  one,  in  which  they  might  perform 
the  duties  of  religion ;  that  no  invasion  was 
wade  of  their  property ;  that  they  had  not  built 
the  church  of  St.  Hippolytus;  that  it  had  be- 
longed to  the  Catholics  for  many  centuries,  who 
only  took  possession  of  property  which  had  been 
wrested  from  them  by  violence ;  that,  if  the  same 
violence  had  been  shewn  to  them,  they  would 
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ha.ve  had  a  just  ground  of  complaint ;  that  it  was 
^vvholly  an  unexampled  circumstance,  that  a  sove- 
reign in  his  own  dominions  should  not  have  it 
im  lis  power  to  give  to  those  of  his  own  religion^ 
^  proper  place  of  worship.    He  therefore  conjured 
tbem,  by  the  love  which  they    owed    to  their 
<^untry,  by  the  concern,  which  they  should  en- 
te^tain  for  their  own  safety,  to  open  their  eyes  to 
*^^   danger  to  which  they  were  exposed,  by  per* 
Siting  in  their  disobedience  to  the  orders  of  their 
s^Arereign.     He  made  an  ofiFer  of  his  own  medi* 
fttion  between  them  and  their  offended  Prince, 
**•    ^\iey  were  disposed  to  return  to  their  duty;  but 
*^^    informed  them,  that  they  had  every  thing  to 
^^Hr  from  his  justice,   if  they  continued  to  oppose 
^He  execution  of  his  orders. 

This  firm  and  mild  harangue  was  received  by 
the  Catholics  with  a  tumult  of  applause ;  on  the 
paii;  of  the  Calvinists,  it  was  answered  by  the 
most  injurious  language.  On  every  side  were 
heard  confused  murmurs  and  the  opprobrious 
terms  of  papist,  idolater,  sorcerer,  disturber  of 
the  public. peace,  sworn  enemy  of  his  country; 
and  the  whole  assembly  appeared  disposed  to 
proceed  to  the  utmost  extremities,  when  the  more 
sober  part  of  the  council  thought  proper  to  pro- 
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pcrae  an  accommodstion.  *  This  proposition  sus- 
pended the  fury  of  the  people ;  they  entered  in 
erowds  the  house  of  Francis^  which  was  adjoin- 
ii^;  there  many  different  eiqiedients  were  oflfered; 
but  as  they  all  tended  to  obtain  a  suspension  of 
the  orders  of  the  Prince^  till  they  should  make  an 
appeal^  and  receive  an  answer^  Francis  rejected 
them  witii  a  de^ee  of  firmness^  which  excited  no 
tncomoderaible  surprise.  He  contended  in  hi^J 
tum^  that  the  injunctions  of  the  sovereign  shoidf^ 
be  provisionally  executed ;  and  he  added  that  i^^S 
they  should  receive  a  favourable  anfswer  to  theiEL.2 
remonstrance^  it  wiould  not  be  necessary  to  tak^^_e 

arms^  in  order  to  enforce  a  compliance  with  th*^ e 

mandate.  The  counsellors^  despairing  io  gtai^ma 
their  pointy  threatened  him  with  secret  assassinatio=si 
from  the  hand  of  some  Calvinist^f  who  shoul 
feign  a  desire  of  embracing  the  Catholic  religio 
but  Francis  replied  in  a  tone  of  assurance^  whic-  ^ 
completed  their  confusion^  that  they  might  a 
ready  have  seen  how  little  he  feared  death  ; 
that  the  only  source  of  regret  in  sheddii^  h.:vs 
blood  in  so  noble  a  cause^  would  be^,  that  thse 
crime  of  the  assassins  would  be  punished  with  tbe 
utmost  severity  of  vengeance^  and  that  not  one  of 
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-<Aem  «?ould  escape  the  reeeatmeot  ^f  the  Prince. 

He  ^exhorted  them  to  weigh  deliberatdy  the  con- 
s^qjuences  of  «uch  a  tran^ction^  and  instead  of 
f>eF(^stiBg  in  th^r  obstinacy^  to  employ  their  in- 
^uance^  in  restoring  a  sense  of  duty  und  order 

aoHHig  the  people.  The  coujoseUors  still  renewed 
Itrheir  entreaties ;  hut  they  at  length  retired^  a£ter 

loudly    proclaiming   the  fatal    consequences   of 

liis  conduct^    if  he   •should   carry  the   business 

£arther. 

In  the  mean  time^  the  leaders  having  seri- 
ously reflected  on  the  unpleasant  i!esuk,  which 
might  attend  this  afiair^  thought  it  prudent  to 
Hift^rm  the*  people^  that  a  mutual  agreement  had 
heen  made;  that  doubtless  the  sovereign^  better 
informed^  would  do  them  justice;  that  in  the 
mem  time^  to  shew  their  respect  for  his  orders 
jth^  had  determined  provisionally  to  carry  them 
into  eflfect^  without  withdrawing  their  opposition. 
Thus  Francis  took  possessiodi  of  tb^  church  of 
jSt.  Hippolytus ;  he  finished  the  repairs  and  deco- 
mtions  with  incrediU^  dispatch^  and  the  place 
was  ready  tfor  uae  at  the  festival  of  Christmas. 

On  the  jB^ht  of  itbis  great  fi^stivaii^  ihe  Catho* 
lies  assembled  not  only  from  the  city^  but  from 
the  adjoining  villages;  and  in  their  presence  he 
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celebrated  the  divine  mysteries^  wbicfa  bad 
banished  from  the  place  for  almost  a  centaiy^ 
Eight  hundred  persons  received  the  holy  sacnH— 
ment  from  his  hands ;  he  preached  with  his  usuaT^ 
zeal^  and  spent  the  whole  night  in  praising^Ctod 
who^  after  abandoning  his  people  for  so  long  i 
period  to  the  desires  of  their  hearts,  had  at  len; 
recalled  them  to  his  admirable  light.*  On  tl 
following  festivals,  he  continued  the  same  exei 
cises  of  piety;  and  heaven  bestowed  on  big 
hours  such  an  ample  benediction^,  that  the  inh 
bitants  of  the  three  neighbouring  villages  came  -m 
a  body  to  abjure  their  errors. 

It  is  not  easy  to  conceive^  how  one  man  coim  Tc7 
be  equal  to  such  multiplied  labours.     In  propor- 
tion as  the  number  of  the  Catholics  increased^ 
he  multiplied  his  conferences  and  instructions; 
he  received  all  descriptions  of  persons  both  in 
public  and  in  private,  without  any  apprehension 
of  the  menaces  of  the  Calvinists,  who  were  them- 
selves astonished  at  his  undaunted  courage  and 
his  invincible  firmness.     He  assisted  at  funerals; 
he  relieved  the  sick ;  he  went  himself  to  hamlets 
and  mean  cottages^  io  visit  persons  in  the  most 
destitute  and  deplorable  condition ;  nothing  eluded 
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liifl  Tigilance ;  his  chi^ty  was.  extended  to  every 
wimt;  he  was  as  assiduous  in  his  attention  to 
persons  of  the  lowest  condition^  as  to  those  who 
were  distinguished  by  their  births  or  their  em- 
ployments.  He  made  himself  all  to  all ;  and  as 
he  viewed  God  in  all  things^  and  knew  that  souls 
are  to  Him  equally  dear^  he  paid  as  much  atten- 
tioil  to  the  poor  as  to  the  rich^  and  directed  his 
charity  by  the  extent  of  their  wants^,  and  not  by 
their  rank  in  life. 

After  having  spent  the  day  in  the  laborious 
functions  of  the  ministry^  the  night  was  to  him 
by  no  means  a  time  of  repose;  a  part  of  it  he 
usually  employed  in  administering  the  sacraments 
to  the  sick.     He  was  apprehensive  that  the  Cal- 
vinists  might  in  the  day  time  fail  in  respect  to  the 
divine  mysteries>  and  that  he  should  feel  himself 
obliged  to  lodge  informations  againsi.them  before 
the  Duke^  who  had  expressly  ordered,^  that  the 
Catholics  should  not  be  disturbed  in  the  exercise 
of  their  religion:  he  was  accordingly  fearful  of 
exposing,  himself  to  difficulties;  and  w^S;, unwil- 
ling that  the  hatred  which:  he  might  ^cite  by 
making    just    complaints^    should,  be.  directed 
against  the  Catholic  Churchy  and  .thus  impede  the 
progress  of  the  faith.     Thus  was  he  always  care- 
ful to  pay  a  charitable  attention  to  the  feelings  of 
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those^  who  instead  of  shewing  proper  decorum 
towards  him^  did  not  always  consult  their  own 
intere^  with  sufficient  circumspection.     After 
taking  a  small  diare  of  rest^  aod  generally  witii- 
Out  undressing  himself^  he  spent  the  remaining 
part  of  the  night  in  prayer^  or  in  preparing  hi» 
instructions  for  the  following  day.     The  excel* 
lence  of  his  constitution  prevented  him  at  the  time 
from  feeling  the  effects  of  labour^  under  which 
the  ordinary  strength  of  man  would  have  sunk  ; 
but  he  unquestionably  shortened  his  valuable  life 
by  many  years.     A  cause  must  always  produce  a 
corresponding  effect ;  and  old  age^  at  which  he     -. 
never  arrived>  fails  not  to  feel  the  consequences    < 
of  the  labours  of  youth.     His  friends  frequently 
exhorted  him  to  be  more  careful  of  himself;  but^ — 
he  usually  replied :  ''It  is  not  necessary  that  1 
should  live ;  but  it  is  necessary  that  the  Church 
should  be  served." 

*  His  occupations^  however^  did  not  prevait  him 
from  transmitting  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy^  an  exact 
relation  of  all  that  had  passed  «t  Thonon.  Hb 
wrote  at  the  same  time  to  the  Nuncio  at  that 
courts  requesting  his  support.  The  magistrates 
on  their  side^  forwarded  their  own  account  of  the 
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transaction.  But  the  Duke  wanted  no  solicita- 
tion  to  support  Francis  in  a  conjuncture^  in  i?«rhich 
lis  own  authority  had  been  treated  with  such 
marked  contempt.  The  first  proof  of  his  indig- 
xiation  against  the  city  of  Thonon^  was  to  return 
so  answer  to  the  magistrates.*  His  reply  to 
Prancis  could  aot  be  «pr^8ed  in  terms  more 
jfavourable.  He  spoke  in  high  strains  of  com- 
jnendation  of  his  zeal  and  of  his  prudence;  he 
mpproved  of  all  that  he  had  done>  and  of  all  that 
lie  should  think  proper  to  do  for  the  re-establish- 
xnent  of  the  Catholic  religion;  and  he  desired  him 
"to  shew  the  letter  to  the  magistrates  and  to  the 
counsel.  Francis  sent  it  to  them ;  and  their  feel- 
ings were  as  much  roused^  as  if  they  had  no  reason 
to  suppose^  that  their  conduct  would  meet  with 
disapprobation. 

But  their  surprise  was  considerably  increased^ 
when^  without  any  previous  notice^  they  witnessed 
the  anriTal  at  Thonon  of  the  regiment  of  the 
Count  of  Martinengue^  Lieutenant  General  of  the 
^i^mies  of  the  Duke;  this  officer  quartered  his 
troops  in  the  city  till  he  should  receive  farther 
orders  from  the  court.  Francis  was  at  that  time 
preaching  the  lent  in  different  parts  of  Chablais ; 
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and  deeply  engaged  in  defeating  the  machinations 
of  the  Calvinisfs,  in  confirming  the  faith  of  the 
new  converts^  who  were  exposed  to  great  persecu- 
tions, and  in  gaining  daily  some  new  conquest  for 
the  Catholic  Church. 

No  sooner  was  he  returned  to  Thonon,  than 
the  officers  of  the  regiment  repaired  to  him  in  a 
body  to  pay  their  respects;  they  informed  him^ 
that  they  had  orders  to  do  nothing  .without  his 
participation,  and  on  all  occasions  to  act  agree- 
ably to  his  su^estions.  But  Francis,  who  in  the 
functions  of  his  ministry,  never  availed  himself  of 
temporal  support,  but  under  the  pressure  of  ex- 
treme necessity,  made  no  other  use  of  their  ob- 
sequious attention,  than  to  engage  them  ix>  lead 
orderly  lives,  and  to  become  as  little  burdensome 
as  possible  to  the  inhabitants  of  Thonon.  As  he 
observed  them  to  assist  assiduously  at  his  sermons, 
he  changed  his  method  of  instruction;  and  in- 
stead of  discussing  topics  of  controversy,  which 
formed  the  usual  subject  of  his  discourses,  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  expatiate  on  subjects  of 
morality,  which  might  be  equally  useful  to  the  an- 
cient Catholics  and  to  the  new  converts.  He 
spoke  on  the  leading  truths  of  the  Christian  reli- 
gion ;  truths,  which  are  adapted  to  every  situation 
;  and  he  treated  his  subjects  with  so  much 
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force,  and  in  such  a  popular  style  of  eloquence, 
that  his  audience  was  peq)etually  crowded. 

God  gave  a  blessing  ix)  the  design  which  he 
had  formed  to  promote  the  conversion  of  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers;  in  a  short  time  a  change,  simi- 
lar to  that  already  related  concerning  the  garrison 
of  Allinges,  was  observed  to  take  place*  There 
was  scarcely  an  officer  or  soldier  in  the  regiment, 
who  did  not  make  a  general  confession  and  receive 
the  holy  sacrament  from  his  hands.  Changes  of 
this  nature  are  frequently  observed  to  be  of  short 
duration;  inveterate  habits  but  too  often  acquire 
new  strength^  from  a  want  of  vigilance  to  oppose 
them ;  find  bad  example  as  well  as  dangerous  oc* 
casions,  occur  so  frequently  in  a  military  Iife> 
that  it  becomes  a  matter  of  extreme  difficult}'  not 
to  yield  to  the  torrent.  These  dangers  Francis 
foresaw,  and  these  he  laboured  to  obviate  by  pre- 
cautions  of  so  salutary  a  nature,  that  his  new  pe- 
nitents requested  him  to  commit  them  to  writing, 
for  the  purpose  of  occasional  inspection.  He 
complied  vnth  their  wishes,  and  at  the  same  time 
laid  down  rules  of  a  christian  life,  so  well  adapted 
to  their  situation^  that  no  one  declined  the  obli- 
gation of  reducing  them  to  practice.     Thus  every 
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thing  being  peaceable  in  Cbablais^  and  the  Ca- 
tholic religion  making  a  daily  prc^ress^  Francb 
considered  it  a  duty  to  execute  the  commissicm^ 
which  he  had  received  from  his  Holiness  concern- 
ing Theodore  Beza. 

But  a  project  of  this  nature  was  necessariiy 

attended  with  much  difficulty  in  the  execution.  « 

Beza^  who  was  at  that  time  seventy  years  old,,^ 

never  left  Geneva ;  he  was  in  a  manner  guarded^^isd 

with  suspicious  vigilance.     Whether  the  inhabi—  mii- 

tants  of  Geneva  began  to  entertain  any  distrust  itm^Mn 

his  sincerity^  or  that  the  circumstance  origi 

in  their  esteem  for  his  merits  or  in  the  pleasu 

which  they  derived   from  his  conversation^  hit  ^b 

house  was  always  crowded  with  visitors ;  and  i  JSt 

would  have  been  peculiarly  difficult  for  Franci — ^ 

to  find  him  disengaged^  as  he  thought  it  pruden.a^t 

to  give  no  notice  of  the  visits  which  he  intendec^vd 

to  pay.     Besides  Francis  was  well  known  at  Ge 

neva ;  and  his  achievements  in  Chablais  had  ren 

dered  him  so  odious  in  that  place^  that  the  jour 

ney  must  necessarily  be  attended  with  extrem 

danger.     The  motive  of  the  proceeding  incr 

the  hazard ;  a  negotiation  of  so  delicate  a  nature 

could  not  be  brought  to  a  close  in  a  single  visit 

the  journey  must  consequently  be  often  repea 

and  it  was   morally  impossible  to  conceal  tfai 
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dedgn  fVooi  public  view.     Such  an  attempt^  would 
have  been  r^arded  as  a  crime^  deserving  of  ex* 
emplaiy  punishment;  and  it  was  not  difficult  to 
dispatch  Francis  in  a  manner  so  private,  as  to 
keep  the  transaction  a  profound  secret.     In  a  po- 
pular state  like  that  of  Geneva,  the  hand  of  the 
bold  and  enterprising  assassin  is  seldom  wanting ; 
d-nd*  all  mankind  are  well  aware  what  blind  zeal, 
Animated  by  the  most  powerful  of  all  motives, 
A'l*  ardour  for  religion,  is  capable  of  effecting. 

The  small  number  of  friends,  to  whom  Francis 
Communicated  his  design,  naturally  indulged  in 
^Hese  reflections,  and  spared  no  pains  to  divert 
^im  from  his  purpose ;  but  this  great  man  knew 
^o  danger,  when  the  glory  of  God  called  him  to 
Action.*  He  contented  himself  with  writing  to 
the  Bishop  of  Geneva,  to  the  Chapter/  and  to  all 
<)i8'  virtuous  friends,  who  were  capable  of  keeping 
^  secret,  to  request  them  to  recommend  to  God 
f^  success  of  the  enterprise ;  he  himself  redoubled 
^r»  fli^  and  his  prayers ;  and  as  he  knev/  that 
%h6'^  cotiversion  of  a  hardened  sinner,  can  pro- 
^^eed  only  from  the  Father  of  lights,  who,  when- 
CTer  it  pleases  -  him,  can  from  stones,  raise  up 
ehtldren-  to  Abraham,  he  employed  many  days  in 
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asking  for  that  spirit^  of  force  and  prudeoce^ 
which  brings  the  most  difficult  aflfairs  to  a  bappy 
termination.  Thus  full  of  zeal  and  confidence^ 
and  committing  to  the  hands  of  God  the  care  of 
bis  life^  which  he  was  going  to  expose  in  his 
service,  he  departed  for  Geneva. 

*  Fortunately  Beza  was  alone,  when  Francis 
arrived  at  his  hor.se.  Such  a  happy  conjuncture 
was  necessarily  embraced  with  avidity.  Accord- 
ingly Francis,  after  the  first  salutations  had  taken 
place,  opened  the  purpose  of  his  visit,  and  said  to 
Beza,  that  not  having  the  honour  of  being  known 
to  him,  he  had  to  request  him,  not  to  judge  of 
his  conduct  by  the  frightful  representations  given 
by  his  adversaries;  that  he  was  the  last  person  in 
the  world,  who  would  wish  to  deviate  from 
candour  and  sincerity ;  ths^t  he  came  not  to  sur- 
prise him,  or  for  the  purpose  of  publishing  to  tlie 
world,  what  should  pass  between  them ;  that  if 
he  would  have  the  goodness  to  examine  his  air 
and  his  deportment,  he  would  find  them  mark^ 
with  candour  and  uprightness ;  that  Gpd,  bad 
stamped  the  countenance  of  man  with  the  cban 
racter  of  the  mind  and  the  heart;  and  that  even 
were  he  desirous  to  practice  deceit  on  a^y  human 
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beings  a  thing  which  he  was  incapable  of  attempt- 
ing, he  certainly  should  not  wish  to  try  the  experi- 
ment with  a  person  of  his  merit  and  reputation. 

Indeed  the  personal  appearance  of  Francis  was 
so  enchanting  and  marked  with  such  an  air  of 
uprightness  and  probity,  that  he  ran  no  hazard  in 
depending  on  the  judgment,  which  might  be 
formed  of  him  by  the  beholder;  and  the  illiberal 
accounts  which  had  been  circulated  against  him 
at  Geneva,  did  not  permit  him  to  look  for  the 
confidence  of  Beza,  which  was  so  necessary  to  the 
success  of  his  design,  without  destroying  the  un- 
pleasant impressions,  that  had  been  raised  against 
his  personal  qualities.  Beza  on  his  side,  valued 
himself  much  upon  openness  of  character ;  men 
are  usually  fond  of  dispositions  similar  to  their 
own ;  and  the  surest  way  to  the  heart  is  a  simila- 
rity of  temper.  The  introductory  address  of 
Francis  was  by  no  means  displeasing  to  Beza. 
He  replied  to  him  with  much  politeness,  that  he 
had  always  known  him  to  be  a  man  of  distin- 
guished rank  and  of  superior  merit ;  that  even  his 
enemies  acknowledged  the  excellence  of  big: 
capacity,  and  the  extent  of  his  learning;  that 
as  to  himself,  he  viewed  his  accomplishments 
with  peculiar  admiration,  as  such  advantages 
were    extremely    rare,    at    so   early  a  period  of 
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life ;  but  that  he  could  not  help  regretting^  that 
such  splendid  talents^  should  be  employed  in  sup- 
porting so  deplorable  a  cause,  as  that  of  the 
Church  of  Rome. 

Francis^  who  had  no  time  to  lose^  took  occa- 
sion from  these  last  words  of  Beza,  to  enter  fully 
into  the  object  of  his  journey;  and  he  did  it^  by 
conjuring  him  to  say^  if  he  was  really  convinced^ 
that  salvation  was  attainable  in  the  Catholic 
Church.  This  question  was  a  natural  consequence 
of  what  Beza  had  advanced ;  he  was  however 
so  embarrassed  with  it^  that  after  remaining  some 
time  without  making  a  reply^^  he  desired  Francis 
to  allow  him  to  retire  a  few  moments  to  his  ca- 
binet^ to  eoDsidi:r  more  fully  what  answer  he 
should  give.  He  was  there  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  walking  about  with  much  hurry^  and  such 
a  degree  of  uneasiness  painted  on  his  countenance, 
as  indicated  the  agitation  of  his  heart,  and  the 
disorder  of  his  conscience.  Francis  employed  this 
time  in  beseeching  God  with  extraordinary  fer- 
vour, that  he  would  be  pleased  to  shew  mercy  to 
this  man,  whom  he  had  favoured  with  such  dis- 
tinguished graces,  and  who  on  account,  of  his  great 
age,  was  ready  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  his  justice. 
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But  there  are  crimes^  from  which  the  sinner 
seldom  emerges ;  this  the  authors  of  heresies  and 
schisms  have  but  too  often  fatally  experienced, 
and  we  have  upon  record  scarcely  any  instances 
of  those,  who  after  abandoning  the  Churchy  have 
sincerely  returned  to  its  pal^.  To  an  unfor- 
tunate collection  of  such  examples,  we  are 
doomed  to  add  the  name  of  Theodore  Beza. 
Full  of  remorse  of  conscience,  he  returns  to 
Francis,  and  addresses  him  in  this  manner:* 
'f  You  asked  me^  if  salvation  was  attainable  in 
the  Catholic  Church.  We  are  alone;  I  can  ex- 
pose my  real  sentiments;  yes,  I  believe  salva- 
tion to  be  there  attainable/* 

Francis  availing  himself  of  an  answer,  which 
gave  him  such  a  manifest  advantage  over  Beza, 
observed,  that  he  must  therefore  believe  that  the 
Catholic  Church  was  the  true  Church ;  because  if 
it  were  not  the  Church  established  by  Christ,  it 
'Would  no  more  be  possible  to  obtain  salvation  in 
it,  than  it  was  in  the  time  of  the  deluge  to  be 
-secured  from  destruction  without  entering  the 
ark.  As  Beza  made  no  reply,  Francis  continued 
to  press  the  argument,  by  asking,  if  salvation  was 
attainable  in  the  Catholic  Church,   why  he  had 

t 
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left  it  ?  Why  he  had  abandoned  its  communion  and 
8olicited  and  engaged  sucli  numbers  to  follow 
his  example?  He  observed  to  him,  that  nothing 
but  the  absolute  impossibility  of  being  saved  in 
the  Catholic  ^Church,  could  justify  a  separation^ 
which  had  produced  such  fatal  effects,  and  which 
was  still  attended  with  the  most  lamentable  con- 
sequences. 

Beza  replied,  that  they  were  not  the  authors  of 
the  schism;  that  all  the  blame  of  that  event  aiust 
be  thrown  on  the  Catholic  Church,  who  had  ex- 
communicated them,  ejected  them  from  its  pale, 
and  treated  them  as  heretics,  with  whom  no  com- 
munication was  to  be  held. 

Francis  on  his  side  contended,  that  the  Catho- 
lic Church  had  done  only  what  the  conduct  of 
the  Calvinists  had  rendered  indispensably  neces- 
sary ;  that  in  all  well  regulated  societies  there  is 
a  supreme  judge  to  terminate  any  differences, 
which  may  arise  either  concerning  faith,  or  any 
other  question;  that  the  Calvinists  themselves 
acknowledged  this  supreme  authority,  which  some 
of  them  placed  in  the  national  synod,  as  the  Ca- 
tholics did  in  a  general  council;  that  all  indivi- 
duals,, who  compose  such  a  society,  werq  obliged 
to  submit  to  the  decision  of  this  supreme  judge ; 
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that  when  he  had  pronounced  on  the  merits  of  a 
question^  there  was  no  farther  appeal  from  his 
authority;  that  without  such  a^ resource' disputes 
would  he  perpetuated  to  an  eternity,  and  the  most 
triflingf  contest  could  never  be  brought  to  a  close ; 
that  if  it  happened  that  any  individuals  should 
think  proper  obstinately  to  persist  in  their  own 
sentiments,  refuse  to  admit  the  decision  of  the 
supreme  authority^  and  thus  proceed  to  a  separa- 
tion from  the  rest  of  the  society^  in  order  to  form 
private  associations^  the  blame  of  such  a  trani^ac- 
tiou  could  not  fall  on  the  general  society,  which 
in  this  instance  would  only  maintain  its  own 
rights^  ai[id  follow  its  established  and  acknow-* 
ledged  laws ;  but  that  the  whole  weight  of  guilt 
would  fall  on  thSse  individuals^  who  should  re- 
fuse to  submit  to  the  laws  of  that  general  society, 
from  which  they  chose  to  commence  a  sepa- 
ration. 

He  added^  that  these  principles  should  be  ap- 
plied to  the  fact  under  consideration  ;  that  when 
Calvin  and  some  of  his  disciples^  who  were  only 
private  men^  bora  and  educated  in  the  Catholic* 
Churchy  st^jected  to  its  laws  and  bound  to  ad- 
mit its  authority^  had  risen  against  the  mother 
Churchy  accused  her  of  many  fundamental  errors, 
and  of  having  ^corrupted  the  word  of  God,  it 

vot.  I.  V  . 
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jrvradictuMi  fit  ibfSBt  ovdiiiM^  aiNt  legitimte  ^as- 
-tflTB^  thqr  fcwl  citiblithcwl  the—ehgi  at  paiiog»  ef 
tii»pMpfo^  IB  defiance  of  that  Cliuveh^  ^iMtlt  he 
Uirtself  acknowledged  to  be  the  trae  Chords  aiid 
m  yfthi^  he  believed  salvfttion  to  be  attainable. 
^  After  this  undeniable  statement/*  exclatmed 
Phuieis  with  an  air  of  diecision^  '^  What  poisible 
gfotmit  can  be  alleged  for  the  charge  against  die 
Catholic  Churchy  that  she  was  the  cauee  of  tbie 
Bchiem^  and  that  she  constrained  the  Calrinists^ 
bj  nnjust  and  precipitate  censures  to  leaye  her 
eotmnunion  V^ 


Prancis  pereeiying  that  Beza  waa  not 
to  interrupt  him,  asked  wfa^^C  plan  of  conduct 
would  be  observed  in  his  communion  towardis 
indiyiduak,  who  should  make  the  same  attempts 
against  the  body,  as  (he  Calyimsts  had  made 
i^inst  the  Catholic  Church.  Beea  replied,  that 
such  persons  would  uot  be  condeamied  without 
being  heard,  as  the  Cathd^ic  Church  had  done 
wkh  respect  to  the  Calvinists;  and  thid;  if  it 
flkould  be  foiuid  necessary  to  proceed  to  a  sen^ 
tence  of  condemnation^  the  true  rule  of  faitii 
would  be  followed ;  which  was  by  no  means  the 
O^NftdiHH;  of  tfa<9  eouncM  of  Tmrfr. 
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Francis^  who  expected  this  answer,  ieplkd, 
that  in  the  condemnation  of  false  doctrine^  it  was 
not  indispensably  fiecessaiy^  that  the  authors  of  it 
should  be  heard  in  their  defence;  that  lyther- 
wise  an  anoiiymous  performance,  containii^ 
most  impious  doctrines,  could  never  be  subi 


to  a  well  merited  sentence.     But  he  obserredje^  1, 

that  somethii^  more  could  be  said  respecting 

Protestuits;   that  they  had  been  invited  to 

council  of  Trent ;  that  they  had  been  waited  fc 

a  considerable  time;  that  it  had  depended 

on  themselves  to  be  present  and  to  be  heard ; 

passes  had  been  offered  to  them  in  the  best  fiArm  ^^s 

with  evesy  security  they  could  desire;  that 

their  refusal  to  appear,  their  works,  which 

been  made  public,  and  of  which  the  true 

ing  could  not  be  mistaken,  had  been  caiefiill;;; —  J 

consulted;  that  it  had  not  been  judged  propei 

that  their  refusal  to  appear  should  prev^rt  th- 

eondemnatimi  of  their  doctrine ;  that  in  all  C4 

of  judicature,  a  similar  conduct  had  been  inyari 

ably  adopted;    and  that  they  themsdves 

sknilar  circumstances  would  ever  act  in .  the  sam^ 

manner. 


Beza  replied  that  the  Protestants  were  full;^^j 
justified  in  refusing  to  appear  at  the  council  c^^^ 
Trent;  that  thouich  passes  were  certainlv  offerc^^ 
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%o  them  for  the  purpose^  yet  that  it  was  a  no- 
torious fact^  that  Catholics  professed  a  general 
maxim  of  never  keeping  faith  with  heretics; 
that  the  violation  by  the  council  of  Constance  of 
the  safe-conduct  granted  to  the  Hussites,  was  a 
prcMf  so  notorious  to  the  world  of  this  assertion^ 
that  it  could  not  remain  a  matter  of  doubt ;  that 
after  such  an  example^  those  whom  the  Catholics 
regarded  as  heretics^  could  repose  no  confidence 
ia  any  security  of  this  nature^  which  might  be 
oflfered  them^  as  there  never  was  a  safe-conduct 
more  ample,  or  presented  in  a  better  form,  than 
that  granted  by  the  Emperor  Sigismond  to  John 
Uuss ;  that  notwithstanding,  the  council  of  Con- 
stance  had  thought  proper  to  break  through  this 
security  in  the  person  of.  the  same  John  Huss, 
and  his  disciple  Jerom  of  Prague. 

-    -  .     »t 

Francis  replied,  that,  this  reproach  against  the 

Catholics  of  violating  faith  with  heretics,  was  an 

old  calumny  so  frequently  refuted,  that  he  was  at 

a  loss  to  discover,  how  it  could  be  revived ;  that 

the  Catholics  were  so  convinced  of  the  obligation 

pf  keeping  faith  with  persons  of  every  description, 

i^ithout  any  exception  whatever,  that  neither  the 

auunple  of  the  council  of  Co^^stance,  even  were  it 

such  as  it  was  represented,  nor  any  other  autho* 
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rity,  would  emr  alter  llieir  •enttnents  m  tUf 
partioular. 

Ife  added  that  the  intemperate  heat  #f  the 
enemtes  of  the  CiMvchy  had  produced  too  much 
bitternesg  and  acrimony  with  reqpect  to  the  teafMh 
aotioas  of  Constance^  and  had  prevented  them 
fiwn  examining  the  memorable  fact  under  cmmsi^ 
deration  with  common  candour;  dwt  most  aaiiir 
edly  the  safe-conduct  granted  by  the  Empor 
had  been  violated ;  but  that  as  Constance  vmn 
fipee  town,  goyerned  by  a  magistrate  ei^oyiii] 
supreme  atirthority^  he  alone  was  competent  to 
a  rafe-conduct  within  the  town  and  the  UmMa 
his  jurisdiction ;  that  John  Huss^  awaire  of  this^^  ^ 
circnmstance^  had  obtained  a  safe^oiiduct  flvomtf^i^'^ 
this  sovereign  magistrate;  that  this  iustriunentS^-^ 
being  given  with  certain  conditions  and  restric —  — " 
tioni,  and  tliat  John  Huss  and  his  assodnles 
haviiig  violated  the  conditions  expressly  cod' 
la  the  safen^onduct,  the  isouncil  of 
thMight  that  it  could  be  no  ifecurity  ttam  punidi 
meiit;  and  that  the  fkthcM  irifthat  assembly  oo 
Mfmt  be  charged  with  violating  pubUo  fluiMi  i 
oondenmit^  persons  who  had  acknowledged  iben^^^ 
tribunal,  and  submitted  th  their  judgniettt^ 
FtMids   farther    remarked,   tbat^  whatever 
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might  be  nad^  dt  this  enmpk  ^  die  eouncfl  <rf* 
Constanee^  it  formed  bo  rale  of  coulnct  in  Hbt 
Catholic  Church ;  that  Catholios  wore  fidljr  eon- 
winced^  tbat^  when  thej  had  giTen  Adr  iford  to 
any  human  brings  they  were  mider  a  eontcien* 
tious  obligation  of  keeping  it. 

To  this  clear  and  satisfiictorp  gtatemenf  ^  Besa 
made  no  reply.  Francis  therefore  asked  him^ 
^bat  was  the  rule  of  fiiith^  which  the  council  of 
Trent  had  not  followed  ?  Bena  angwered  that  the 
iicripture  alone  was  the  true  rule  of  faith ;  that 
newrtheless  the  council  in  manj  of  its  dedsiom 
hid  followed  another.  Francis  not  thinking  it 
needful  to  enter  into  a  ditcuMion  of  the  fact^  con* 
fined  himself  to  an  examination  of  the  principle^ 
and  replied  to  Beza^  that  as  the  holy  scripture 
oatigfat  bear  many  interpretations^  and  could  not 
explain  itself^  it  was  necessaiy,  that  there  should 
exist  in  the  Churchy  some  authority^  which  might 
daim  the  right  of  expounding  and  of  ascertaining 
tfie  true  m^ing.  Bexa  insisted  that  this  autho* 
lity  was  not  necessaiy ;  that  eyeiy  one  among  the 
&itiift]l  possessed  the  right  of  determining  the 
aense  of  the  scripture ;  that  the  acripture  wa^  Mft 
obscure;  that  the  Holy  Spirit  sufficiently  inspired 
dl  the  feithful  to  comprehend  the  true  meaning  of 
the  sacred  oracles. 
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Francis  did  not  &il  to  ^ke  advantage  of  s^hti 
answer^  which  it  was  easy  for  him  to  f6rc?ac"  c. 
The  point  was  of  essential  consequence ;  the  di  s- 
cussion  turned  upon  the  rule  of  faith>  that  ^Ss, 
upon  the  foundation  of  all  disputes ;  and  if  tl^^is 
he  unsound^  the  whole  superstructure  nusi^^ 
Yipon  it^  falls  hy  its  own  weight  to  the  groun^Kd. 
He  therefore  asked  his  adversary  in  a  tone  of 
earnestness^  how  it  happened  that  since  the  hczslj 
scripture  was  .so  perfectly  clear^  the  ProtestaKints 
themselyes  had  given  interpretations  of  it^  so 
widely  different^  and  often  of  a  contradictc^iy 
nature?  Why  did  Luther^  who  passed  anio:^ng 
them  as  a  man  inspired  hy  God^  understand  trrlie 
words  of  the  institution  of  the  Eucharist,  in  a  sec^^e 
implying  the  real  presence,  while  Calvin  c(^n- 
tended  for  the  figurative  meaning,  and  thus  es^^*" 
hlished  a  doctrine  in  perfect  contradiction  to  t  ^^ 
first  reformer  ?  What .  proof  could  be  adduc-^^ 
that  such  a  degree  of  inspiration  was  granted  ^^y 
the  Divine  Spirit  to  all  the  faithful  ?  Was  it  app— =^* 
.rent^  that  this  inspiration  would  be  jpiven  rath-**"* 
to  John  Calvin,  than  to  the  Church,  whom 
Holy  Scripture  calls  the  pillar,  that  is  the  su] 
port  of  truth  ?  What  well-founded  assurance 
be  afforded,  that  these  pretended  inspiratii 
proceed  from  the  Divine  Spirit,  and  not  from 
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spirit  of  error^    vrhicb^    agreeably  to  the  same 
scripture^  often  transforms  himself  into  an  angel 
^f  light  to  seduce  the  faithful  ?    Beza  was  ex- 
"tr^nely  embarrassed  at  all  these  questions^  which 
Ibrmed  so  many  convincing  proofs  of  the  fallacy 
^f  what  he  had  advanced.     But  in  the  heat  of  a 
dispute  men  are  usually  disposed  rather  to  give 
^   bad  answer  than  none  at  all;   he  therefore 
contended^  that  as  the  understanding  of  the  scrip- 
ture was  absolutely  necessary  to  the  Church,  that 
is  to  the  faithful  who  compose  it,  there  could  be 
no  ground  of  doubt,  that  the  divine  spirit,  who 
governs  the  Church  invisibly,  would  make  the 
divine  oracles  intelligible  by  secret  inspirations, 
as  that  was  his  usual  way  of  enlightening  the 
mind,  and  affecting  the  heart  ? 

f  As  this  could  not  be  considered  in  any  other 
light  than  as  a  repetition  of  the  same  answer  in 
different  words,  Francis  proceeded  to  ask, .  if  the 
Divine  Spirit  gave  these  inspirations  to  idl  who 
read  the  scripture  with  a  sincere  desire  to  wider- 
stimd  it^  or  to  some  only?  ^'  If  they  are  given  to 
all^^'  added  he^  "  how  happens  it  that  the  Catho- 
lics, the  far  grea.ter  number  of  Christians/  are  not 
equally  favoured^  but  are  obliged  to  have  recourse 
to  the  Church,  to  the  pillar  of  truth,  in  order  to 
have  the  true  meaning  of  the  divine  oracles? 


SI4  THE   UWB  or  ST.  rRANCIft 

Can  it  be  asBerted^  wkb  any  appearance  ofj 
that  hy  means  of  tbeie  boasted  inspiradoiM^ 
private  penim  becomes  acquainted  vrith  fbe  tniCb 
but  that  when  all  are  assembled  in  a  bodf, 
drop  this  salntarjr  knowledge?  But  if  on  the  eon 
trarj,  all  the  faithful  are  not  gifted  with  this  n 
spired  knowledge^  but  only  some  part  of  ffie  fioci 
of  Christy  it  becomes  a  matter  of  absolute 
eessity,  to  have  certain  marks^  by  wbtcfc 
favoured  spirits  may  be  distinguished ;  for  wfaaflb:; 
ever  assurances  an  individual  ^lay  give,  tbatfa^^ 
possesses  a  portion  of  this  infused  knowtedg^"^ 
we  can  never  be  obliged  to  believe  him  on  hr  .^ 
word/' 

These  inconveniences  arising  from  the  systencrx 
were  more  than  sufficient  to   destroy  the   pr^=- 
tended  inspirations  of  Besa.     But  Francis,  who 
was  witling  completely  jto  convince  faim,  that  the 
Galvinists^  so  far  from  being  entitled  to  the  ap* 
pellation  of  reformers  of  the  faith^  knew  tiot  even 
what  was  the  true  rule,  by  which  it  was  to  be 
ascertained,  continued  to  press  his  adversaiy,  and 
to  demonstrate,  that  were  we  to  admit  these  in- 
iptrations  as  real,  it  would  follow  by  an  inevitable 
consequence,  that  Hat  Spirit  of  God  ottett  be- 
stowed inspirations,  contradictoty  to  each  oCker. 
In  proof  of  thisi,  he  memtioiped  Luther,  who  rejects 
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oatiuti  books  of  the  soiptiire^  vikith  Oahia  re- 

cseivn  as  ^cMMmical ;  rad  lie  obsenred^  ilwt  the 

^SonMt  fiods  the  real  presence  in  the  icriptwe, 

^^rhile  the  latter  sees  only  the  fignratire  nseamf^. 

'He  then  contended,  ^ith  great  force  of  reasonh^, 

4hat  it  was  not  probable,  that  the  Almighty  would 

'SiaTe  abandoned  the  faithful  during  so  many  ages 

^t;o   f)ie  delusion  of  error^  and  that  he  reserved 

-^bese  inspirations  for  a  few  individuals  of  the  last 

c^entury;  that  he  could  ha^e  concealed  so  much 

light  from  so  many  humble  and  learned  doctors^ 

"whose  sole  occupation  was  an  enquiry  aftor  truth, 

in  order  to  diffuse  it  on  John  Calvin^  and  to  open 

to  him  the  hidden  treasures  of  faith. 

Francis  concluded  from  all  these  observations, 
that  the  Cahrinists^  so  far  flrom  having  any  right 
to  airaign  the  Catholic  Chwch  on  the  subject  of 
its  doekine,  and  to  charge  the  council  of  Trent 
with  not  hating  followed  the  true  rule  of  fait^» 
were  themselves  unacquainted  with  it;  that  on 
the  supposition  that  the  scriptura  was  so  very 
^--  Ih^t  all  the  faithftd  eoiuld  under^nd  it 
witikout  any  extraordiaaiy  assistance,  even  if  pri* 
Tate  persons  were  to  enjoy  tiie  right  of  encpbining 
it^  such  a  mediod  woold  wet  be  found  to  preclude 
all  .i^reement^  on  the  subject  of  religion^  and 
would  lead  to  every  species  of  difference  and  dis* 
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sention  on  the  most  important  of  4dl  concerns s^  m; 
that  by  allowing,  without  any.  foundafion  what — ^^tt- 
erer,  those  pretended  inspirations,  besides  thes^^ae 
inconyeniences  ahready  specified,  a  door  would  b(e^i»«)e 
opened  to  the  wildest  fanaticism. 

■  •  ■•       . 

.  The  conference  had  hitherta  been  conducteJ^  ^d 
with  great  temper ;  and  Beza,  who  valued  him — 
self  much  on  a  spirit  of  moderation,  and  who 
always  blamed  heat  and  asperity  in  religious  dis —  ^s- 
pates,  had  certainly  conferred  with  Francis  withzK^ 
decorum  and  politeness;  when  the  latter^ 
order  fully  to  convince  his  adversary,  by  an  ex — - 
ample  drawn  from  the  conduct  of  the  CahrinistBy  '^^ 
themselves,  of  the  inconveniences  which  be  hacK^d 
q)ecified,  thought  proper  to  add  a  historical— ^^ 
anecdote,  which  many  persons  then  hving 
heard  from  the  mouth  of  Emmanuel  Philibertj 
the  Duke  of  Savoy.  This  Prince,  said  Francisj 
yned,  to  relate,  that  he  had  assisted  at  the  confe- 
rence of  Cormasse;^.  that  many  ministers 
made 'their  appearance  in  that  place,  and  that^ 
none  of  the  leaders  of  the  party  were  absent ;  ^j^- 
the  leading  subject  of  their  deliberations  was  to 
produce  a  confession  of  faith ;  but  that  not  being 
able  to  come  to  any  agreement  on  the  sulgect, 

,     *•  A  .Calviuistic  Synod  held  in  1527. 
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thejr  had  all  Ifeft  the  assembly  one  after  another, 
as  no  one  would  give  up  hk  own  opinion/  and 
their  sentiments  were  so  widely  different  on  a  sub- 
ject of  this  importance ;  and  that  the  conference 
was  closed  in  this  manner,  without  any  other  effect* 
than  that  of  exposing  the  Calvinists  to  the  ridi- 
cule of  the  Catholics.  The  Duke,  Francis  ob^ 
served,  who  was  a  man  of  sense  and  ingenuity, 
remarked,  that  the  Calvinists,  so  far  from  un- 
derstanding the  scripture,  could  not  produce 
any  agreement  among  their  learned  doctors; 
that  their  inspirations  must  be  very  contjradic- 
tory,  as  these  differences  perpetually  appeared; 
he  added,  that  he  never  knew  Protectants  to 
agree  in  any  single  article,  except  the  hatred, 
which  they  bore  to  the  Catholic  Churchy  while 
thejr  lived  in  perfect  harmony  with  other  sects, 
whom  they  accused  of  error  and  impiety. 

This  historical  trait  roused  the  feelings  of  Beza^ 
more  than  any  thing  that  Francis  had  hitherto 
advanced.  He  appeared  much  disposed  to  ques* 
tion  the  veracity  of  the  Duke  of  Savo^;  but  the 
fact  was  public  and  undeniable;  the  whole 
v^eight  of  his  resentment  therefore  fell  npaa 
Francis,  whom  he  treated  with  rudeness  and  in* 
8olence.  But  this  truly  bumble  man,  who  was 
ixyt  elevated  with  th^  adipantfli|p$  wj^uiicb  Jie^had  ob-* 
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teiiied  over  a  person  of  the  crediff  and  reputattonr^rm 
of  Bem^  and  who  had  no  other  object  in  ^iffWj^r^m, 
than  to  gain  him  to  Christ,  replied  with  so  mncfaEVh 
meekness,  that  Beza  was  ashamed  of  the  viotenceg^uat, 
into  which  he  had  been  betrayed;  he  made  ai^  a 
handsome  apology,  and  the  conference  thusEiBos 
ended.  Beza  full  of  esteem  for  Francis,  begge^^^rr-d 
him  to  repeat  his  visit,  and  assured  him,  that 
do  it  with  the  utmost  security. 


Francis  on  his  return  to  Thonon,  wrote  to 
Pbpe,  to  give  hire  an  account  of  the  state  of  tb^ 
iCatbolic  religion  in  Chabiais,  and  of  the 
fence  which  he  had  held  by  his  order  with  The*=? 
adore  Beza.     In  this  letter  he  assures  his  HoK-^  't-* 
aess;,  that  Beza  was  not  averse  to  Catholic  senti-  .k:  ^* 
nents;  that  the  acknowledgment  which  he  ha£^-d 
made,  that  salvation  was  attainable  in  the  Ca — ^^ 
tholic  Church,  was  a  manifest  proof  of  his  dispo—  ^^" 
rifions;  but  that  the  reputation,  which  he  hait-^ 
acqnired  among  the  Catvimsts,  and  particuhrlj  ^^"^ 
the  considerable  establishment  which  he  had  ob — ^ 
tained,  were  mpre  powerful  ties^   to  strragthells^^ 
hfs  connection  with  the  party,  than  ai^  reasons 
which  he  had  adduced  in  defence  of  his  rdi^om^ 
Oftnions.     He  therefore  entreated  his  Holiness  to 
sonify  his  pleasure  on    the  subject;    obserrii^ 
that  t^  conversioo.  of  Beza  was  a  work  w^ortty 
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rf  bit  pontificate  and  of  hk  paternal  solicitude  ; 
imA  that  wkat^ver  offera  rai^t  be  made  to  Beza, 
he  ad?aftta^  of  his  retmn  t^  the  Catholic 
^!!hurch  could  not  be  too  highly  appreciated. 

^  Ttie  Pope  aas wefed  thia  letter  by .  a  briefs 
iftted  the  29th  of  May^  1597^  and  the  6tfa  yeax 
j€  his  pootificaite.  He  oa  this  occasioa  coagra* 
tulates  Fraocis  on  the  progress  of  the  Catholic 
F^igioa  in  Chablais^  whidi  he  ascribes  to  his 
seal;  he  exhorts  him  to  continue  his  apostoUe 
labours  and  his  solicitude  for  the  conversion  <of 
Beza;  and  he  gives  him  full  powers  to  treat  with 
that  reformer,  and  to  make  him  the  offers  whldi 
vrill  be  mentioned  in  the  proper  place. 

f  To  comply  with  Hk  ooders  of  his  Holiness, 
|tVaacis  returned  twice  to  Geneva^  where  he  had 
two  conferences  with  Beia;  the  first  without  any 
witness ;  the  second  in  the  presence  of  the  presi- 
dent Favre^  who  was  deciirous  of  attending  on 
the  oi^aaion.  The  c<Hiv£vsation  related  to  the 
weessity  of  good  worlu ;  ta  tiie  co*operatioii  of 
fim  >»Kill  with  grace,  and  mwy  othcar  very  impor- 
tant points.     Beza  did  not  indeed  yield  in  the 

*  Av£.    Sook  III.    Anon.    Book  L 


360  TH£   UF£  OF  ST.    FRANCIS 

contest ;  but  be  was  so  mucb  overpowered  by  tfai 
superiority  of  his  adversary^  that  in  taki^  lea^e 
of  Francis,  with  whose  gentleness  and  meekness 
be  had  been  enchanted^  he  pressed  his  ^hand>  and. 
Ufting  up  his  eyes  to  heaven,  he  said  with  a  deep 
sigh  :  '^  If  I  aril  not  in  the  right  road/  I  b^  of 
God  daily,  that  hi  his  infinite  inercy^  he  woul^ 
be  pleased  to  direct  my  steps/* 


These  last  words  of  Beza  determined  Franc 
to  return  a  fourth  time  to  Geneva,  in  order    "to 
confer  with  him  without  witnesses.     On  visitii>£ 
him  he  said,  that  he  came  not  to  dispute,  but  'fc^ 
speak  to    him  with  the    utmost  cordiality  aJfm^ 
friendship,  on  the  most  important  affair^  whiel^ 
could  possibly  interest  him,   his  return  to  th^ 
Catholic  Church ;  that  he  be^ed  his  permissioi^ 
to  say  with  the  utmost  freedom,    whatever   b^ 
thought;  and  he  desired  him  to  attribute  to  tb^ 
esteem  which  he  had  for  him,  and  to  his  arden^ 
desire  of  procuring  his  salvation,  whatever  ze^* 
might  urge  him  to  advance,  in  order  to  indu^^ 
him  to    embark   in  a    concern,    on  which  H^^ 
eternal   happiness,   or  eternal   misery  essentially^ 
depended. 

Beza,  who  had  begun  to  entertain  a  real  este^*^*^ 
for  Francis,  and  who  could  not.  but  feel  a  tend.^^ 
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P^^gard  for  a  man^  whose  charms  were  irresistible^ 
^hen  he  attempted  to  secure  confidence^  replied, 
^liftt.such  conduct  would  give  him  pleasure;  that 
3e  was  perfectly  aware  of  the  sincerity  of  his  in* 
:entions;  that  there  was  no  person  in  the  world, 
?^]iOm  he  would  listm  to  with  more  pleasure^ 
Jian.  to. him;  that  he  was  not. able  to  withhold 
rrom  him  either  his  esteem  or  his  confidence;  and 
bhat  there  was  no  one^  whom  he  would  more 
eirillingly  oblige. 

Francis  having  ascertained  the  good  disposi* 
tions  of  Beza  towards  him^  was  determined  to 
embrace  the  favourable  moment ;  and  resuming  the 
history  of  the  transactions  which  had  taken  place, 
he  informed  him^  that  whatever  ardour  he  perso- 
n^Uy  felt  to  promote  his  return  to  the  Catholic 
Churchy  he  had  hitherto  taken  no  step  to  forward 
this  purpose^  but  by  the.  express  orders  of  the 
Pope;  that  he  had  about  him, the  briefs,  which 
would  attest  the  truth  of  what  he  asserted;* 
that  he  had  lately  received  one,  which  he  had 
purposely  brought  for  his  inspection,  by  which 
his  Hcfliness  ofiered  him  an  honourable  retreat  in 
any  situation  which  he  should  choose,  with  a 
pension  of.  four  thousand  crowns  of  gold;  he  like- 
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wife  agreed  to  Uke  his  effects  ilid  his  bo^ 

his  own  Tftlaatioii^  aod  heM  out  emiy  pO08ihUE.fle 

security^  which  Beza  migbt  he  disposed  to 

quire. 


Such  a  proposal  was  to  Beaa^  a  iubjecC 
surprise;  a^  his  atteutioa  waa  aaiocallf 


with  the  extraordinary  erent^  Francis  ptoceedi— J 
to  observe,   that  his  Holiness  did  Hot  Aink         it 
equitable,  to  induce  him  to  leave  the  ad¥aata|;e^ss^ 
which  he  enjoyed  in  the  Calvinistic  communioi 
without  offering  an  equivalent,  which  would 
prove  his  situation;  that  the  offers,  wluch  he 
conunisffloned  to  make,    were  not  intended 
comqit  his  integrity;  that  thefe  e»sted  m  pufm^Ml 
conviction,  that  a  man  of  his  enlighteaed  rointfc3> 
did  not  make   interest  the  ruling  principle 
fab  conduct,  in  aa  afiair,  in  which  the  voice 
conscience  alone  should  be  heard ;  that  the  ofiSi 
was  merely  a  temporal  compensation,  in  order 
provide  for  his  support,  which  he  night 
onaliy  look  for,  if  the  proposal  had  not 
made ;  that  at  the  same  time,  after  such  a  dece^^ 
provision  for  his  maintenance  should  be  enflure^^i 
human  considerations  should  possess  no  fiurd^^' 
iliflnence ;  that  he  had  now  reached  a  )^od  ^ 
Ufe,  whea  the  eoac^em  for  his  salvation  sfaoa^^^ 
engross  bis  undivided  attention ;  Aat  the  time  o/* 
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ipierejr  wm  npidSy  passing,  to  miike' place  for  that 
«f  JMtice;  that  God  spoke  to  him  bjr  bis  mouth, 
ycrhtfps  finr  jUie  last  time,  and  that  the  day  would 
undoubtedly  come,  when  he  would  feel  a  bitter, 
%iit  a  late  and  unavailing  rc^et,  if  he  should  re- 
vise 4o  listen  to  the  charitable  suggestion;  that  in 
^Ktoking  such  an  overture,  nothii^  extraordinaiy 
ignn  proposed;  that  he  was  not  asked  to  leave  a 
a^ligion,  which  he  had  received  from  his  fathers, 
«ild  had  eheridied  from  the  earliest  period  of  life ; 
l>ut  to  resume  the  profession  of  that,  in  which  he 
Ihad  been  bom  aqd  educated,  and  which  he  had 
publicly  recognised  by  his  practice  for  a  consider- 
mble  pi^rt  of  his  life;  that  he  was  fully  aware  of 
Ihie  motives  which  had  induced  him  to  quit  it; 
ihlit  it  Was  not  possible  to  disguise  or  palliate 
them ;  that  he  might  deceive  men,  perhaps  him- 
sdf,  but  that  it  was  utterly  impracticable  to  elude 
the  search  of  the  Almighty;  that  nothing  could 
escape  either  His  knowledge  or  His  justice ;  and 
that  it  was  a  circumstance  awfully  dreadful  to  fall 
into  His  hands^  after  having  so  often  rejected  the 
offers  of  His  grace ;  that  he  begged  him  to  recol* 
lect  his  own  avowed  opinion,  that  salvation  was 
fUtainaUe  in  the  Catholic  Church ;  that  such  an 
ayowai  Aould  have  a  peculiar  weight  in  influenc* 
idg  his  determination  to  return  to  his  ancient 
religion,  since  the  Catholics,  who  were  st^  numer* 

X  2 
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tffOSy  and  displayed  a  countless  list  of  rirtuoiis 
learned  persons^  cOuld  not  saj  as  much  of 
Calvinistic  communion ;  that  in  an  aflair  of 
importance  as  etefniil  salfMidn^  the.  safest 
'was  always  to  be  chosen ;  and  that  when  a 
had  once  taken  a  wrong  step^  to  recede  from  t! 
dangerous  purpose^  was  highly  honoundrfe  to 
actor; 


Whilst  Francis  was  making  this  impress!^  "?e 
address^  the  unfortunate  Beza^    who  knew  t-T2e 
truthy  hut  could  not  excite  in  his  mind  a  detemKni* 
nation  to' follow  it,  with  his  eyes  cast  on  fcSic 
ground^  preserved  a  profound  silence;    and  fSeit 
all  those  secret  reproaches,    which    a   trouML^ 
conscience  is  so  apt  to  inspire  on  stich  a  tryimra^ 
occasion.     But  human  respect,  inveterate  hab£'fe> 
the  shame  of  retracting  error,  secret  connectioK^s, 
t>f  which  a  man  at  his  period!  of  life  could  never  '9^ 
suspected,   prevented   his  determination,  and  ^^' 
cured  his  attachment  to  his  party,  thoi^h  he  W"^ 
full  well  aware  on  what  unsubstantial  ground    '  i^ 
'stood. 

Francis  was  waiting  to  see  the  result  of  tJ^^ 
irresolution ;  and  judging  of  the  heart  of  Beza  t^Jf 
his  own,  he  hoped  that  he  would  at  lei^^  l^ 
induced  to  follow  the  light  of  his  conseiepc^' 
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JBut  how  imavailing  is  the  force  of  human  reason^ 
against  a;  will  seduced  by  eyil>  abandoned  to  its 
passions, :  labouring  under  the.  weight  of  ipvete- 
rate  habits^  and  held,  in  captivity-  un^^  the  law 
(^  sin !  To  oyercome-  mcjx  'foroid^blepbitacles,  a 
grace  of,  the  highest  kipd  •  is .  necessar^v.  ^h-  as 
that  which  converted  a  St  Paul^  or  a  St.  Aii- 
gustine ;  but .  favours  of  this  distinguished;  nature 
are  rarely  bestowed  on  the  authors  of  heresies: and 
schisms.     Beza  experienced  the  tnlth  of  this  with 
many  others  of  the  same  class.     Instead  of  the 
favourable  answer^  which   Francis  .was  waitine: 
for/  he  replied^  that^  though  he  was  fully  satis- 
fied that  salvation  was  attainable  in  the  Catholic 
Churchy  he  did  not  despair  of  saving  his  soul  in 
jU^  Calvinistic  o^nununipn..    *  Frani^s.  did,. not 
ibipk  it  prudent  to  wge  th^  mjatter  fiuriher  at  that 
time;  he  rather  deenied  itejipedient  to  allow  him 
l^isHre  to;  reflect,  on  the  -  propp^  >^hich  he ;  had 
made;  and  he  -flattered  himself  with  Ifpp^  of 
Gf viplf^ting  in  another  visits  >yhat  he  had  ^p.  hapr 


r.\  '  * 


Bat  the  favourable  mo^ient  never  recurred; 
his  frequent  visits  had  excited  the  strongest  sus- 
picioas;at.(Greneya;  and  he  was^informed^  that^  in 
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the  event  ef  his  return  to  that  p]ttbe,  fttetolutii 
had  bem  taken  to^  dispartch  him^  and'  that 
utats  watehed  wHh  rach  tagpieiotis  vigikttiM; 
prevented  all  access  to  his  perBon.  Sortie 
afUirwaidB  this  mmtiter  i^rM  seized  vHth  a  iirrinfiiai  iiii 
illness;  and  feeling  the  approach  of  deaths  Ti^  'ii 
de^red  to  'see  Francis:  This  gratification  bein^^iMg 
refiised  Mm,  it  is  asserted  that  he  repented  ti^mKit 
having  left  the  €aiholie  Churchy  and  that  he 
traeted  hfe  former  errors ;  but  as  he  died  in 
hands  of  the  CalViiiists^  it  is  difficult  to  iiscertaCS:  in 
vrith  precise  accuracy^  a  fact  of  this  impose:  ^- 
tance.    ■-  ' 


It  is  apparent^  that  libertinism^  Contributed 
a  little  to  the  apostacy  of  Theodore  Btea;  ihdei>  J*^ 
eertaiii  i;^ orks,  vrhtch  he  afterwards  pii1flishe^^> 
leave  no  doubt  on  the  subject.  *  A  fact  recordep*  ^ 
hf  the  anonymous  historians  6f  St  Franda  of==^ 
Sales^  furnishes  a  proof  not  less  decisive  of  fh^K^^ 
circumstance.  That  author  relates,  that 
dispatched  to  Geneva^  Deshayes^  governor 
Montargis^  on  some  secret  business;  he  ther^^ 
formed  an  acquaintance  with  Beza;  and 
they  were  both  of  a  gay  disposition^  they  sooiV^ 
were  united  by  a  very  intimate  friendship^  ai 
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inade  tlie.  dcpotttaneB  tif  each  othw^fr  «eere(t: 
SbihajFtt  b^gOM  fUji  fagaged  hi 'ipeif  fimiilMKlr 
conyersaAioB  with  Besa,  Aoughl  pioper  4(»  alk 
labD  ivfaal  was  the  teadin^  featon>  yiihith  eon» 
Mcted  him  so  closdy  witb  the  Cahriaitta*  Ben 
made  bo  aniwef ;  hut  hainuif  called  into  hit  pre- 
aesce  a  heautifid  youi^  girl^  who  liyed  witfi  him^ 
lie  said:  ''Hmt  is  the  pffineipal  reasen  which 
convinces  me  of  the  exeeUence  of  my  feligioo/* 
Desbayes  was  struck  with  sarprise  at  this  answer, 
as  Beza  was  at  that  time  extremely  advanced  in 
1^,  and  might  be  supposed  to  have  rdinqoished 
the  weaknesses  of  his  youth*  After  this  it  may 
safely  be  prcmounced^  that  the  Christian  religion 
must  haTC  been  changed  in-,  its  great  and  peealiar 
characteristics  from  the  first  afipearance  of  Cah^in^ 
if  God  had  chosen  such  m^i  to  fefbrm  his  Cbiflrcb^ 
and  to  impart  to  them  tniths>  unknown-  to  so 
many  Saints^  so  enlightened^  so  humble,  io  de- 
tached from  the  worldy  solely  intent  On  Him, 
and  on  the  hopes  of  a  future  life. 

Francis  was  extremely  affected  at  the  deatii  of 
Beza,  as  he  bad  never  despaired  <^  his  return  to 
the  Catholic  Church*  But  God  compensated 
this  loss  by  the  benedictioi|>  which  He  was 
pleased  to  bestow  on  his  apostolic  labours.  Three 
ministers,  and  the  first  magistrate  of  Thcmon, 


328  THE  fSFE  OF  8T.^  HUHCIB 

were  admitted  to  the  Catholic  communion;  anA 
their  example  was  emuloiuly  foUo^n^ed.lijr.tfae  inka- 
bitaiits  of  Thonon;  aad  as  the  numbier  of  Hm 
Catholics  now  exceeded  that  of  the  Calvinists^  tlie 
first  magistrate  insisted,  that  the  city  should  c^Vk 
considered  as  a  Catholic  city.     In  consequence  .of 
this  idea>  he  himself  wrote  to  the  Pope  in  tJa/t 
name  of  the  city,  to  request  him  to  look  upon  fc2ie 
inhabitants  as  his  children,  and  to  pay  him  Mzht 
homage  due  to  the  father  of  the  faithful. 

The  success  of  the  mission  was  not  less  corr^* 
derable  in  the  othec' parts  of  .Chablais  and  "^be 
bailiwicks;  whole  parishes  <;ame  in. a  body  to  j^ib- 
jure  heresy ;  and  the '  prospect  of  a  general  c^zm- 
version  was  now  so  great,  that  the  Bishop  *  of 
Geneva  considered  it  a  duty  to  lend  his  co-op^:^^- 
tion  to  the  work,  by  his  presence  and  his  aposto^c 
solicitude.     He  accordingly  repaired  to  Thondo, 
attended  by  a  considerable  number  of  leam^ 
Jesuits,  Capuchins  and  other  ecclesiastics,  d^&* 
tined  for  the  government  of  parishes,  the  esta- 
blishment of  which  could  be  no  longer  delayed* 

*  This,  aid  arrived  at  a  seasonable  time;  £^^ 
Francis  being  obliged  to  accompany  the  Bisla^^T 
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of  Geneyay  who  was  returning  to  Annei^^  was 
there  seized  with  illness  in  cimsequenee  of  the 
fktigues  which  he  h»d  undei^one  for  the  oonTersion 
of  Chablais.  His  indisposition  was  violent^  but  of 
short  duration ;  and  he  was  expected  to  return  to 
Chablais  when  an  alarm  was  raised,  that  a  pesti- 
lential disorder  was  raging  in  Savoy^  and  that 
Annecy  was  afflicted  with  the  infection,  tio- 
thing  more  was  necessary  to  induce  him  to  devote 
himself  to  the  service  of  the  unfortunate  si^feirers. 
On  that  subject  he  observed^  that  the  first  atten«^ 
tion  was  to  be  given  to  those  who  were  in  the 
greatest  waiit ;  that  in  Chablais  there  were  per- 
sons more  capable  than  himself;  that  they  might 
now  dispense .  with  his  services ;  thkt  the  same 
could  not  be  said  of  those  who  were  seized  with 
the  pestilence ;  that  they  were  in  danger  of  being 
abandoned  by  all  the  world;  that  the  apprehen* 
sioa  of  this  dreadfVil  scourge  made  such  extraor- 
dinary impressions  on  the  mind^  that  parents  were 
observed  to  abandon  their  children^  cfafidren  their 
parents^  wives  their  husbands ;  and  what  was 
more  mtk8Lncho\y,  jpastors  were  sometimes  seen  to 
retirefrom  their  flocks^  who  were  left  lO  perish 
without  the  sacraments^  and  were  thus  deprived 
of  that  assistance^  which  God  had  .provided  to 
facilitate  the  passage  from  time  to  eternity ;  that 
there  are  few  occasions  in  which  more  heroic  and 
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more  disintareiied  chatity ^mgy l>e  <0ECf ciaed  i 

ftr tilts  rcMQn  m^k  iippoiiqnttiet  Aoidd Im hifH^Wii 

ftppteciated ;  that  it  vras  a  eoBcern  of  m> 

quence  to  Htc^  but  a  matter  of  the  lug^hyest  ti 

poHance  to  die  well. 


J  The  Bisbop  of  Genera^  who  knew  Iiow 
eoiiary  the  presence  of  Francis  was  in  Cbablaia^  mb^ 
eovld  not  observe  this  resolution  which  he  ha^  md 
formed^  without  astonishment  and  a  certaiii  a1 
o(  uneasiness ;  and  his  anthoritj  alone  was  able  f « 
preTent  the  execution  of  his  design.  But  Francis 
wa9  not  one  of  those  bold  and  headstrong  spirits^ 
who-  can  nerer  relinquish  their  first  concq>tions^ 
who  proceed  with  inyincible  obstiliacy  in  the  path 
whiefa  they  have  once  chosen  for  themsdves^  mbA 
who  acknowledge  neither  superior  auihoritjr  mot 
subocdinatiow,  when  thej  have  persuaded  them* 
selves  to  believe^  that  God  calls  them  to  the  per- 
ibimaAce  of  functionsy  for  which  in  fact  the^ 
have  no  other  vocation  than  their  own  will.  A 
dangerous  illusion  tkis^  which  often  spoils  the 
ftruit  of  the  most  holy  enterprisesv  » 

Francis  had  too  exalted  a  notion  of  the  merit  of 
obedience,  not  to  yield  to  the  authority  of  his 
Bishop^  on  an  occasion^  in  which  he  coiild  not 
expect  to  succeed  without  a  particular  vocation 
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afGoA.  He  fepfesentad-to  his  roperior  iHib  hb 
milul)  modesty^  the  teasons  ^ich  induced  him  te 
devote  htmself  to  the  service  of  those  infiscted 
vrith  the  pestilence;  hut  that  prelate  had  no 
sooner  testified  his  disapprobation  of  the  design^ 
and  his  sincere  conviction  that  God  required  him 
to  return  to  Chablais,  than  he  prepared  for  his 
departure^  in  order  to  resume  those  laborious 
functions^  v^hich  had  been  interrupted  hj  his 
illness. 

A  dispatch  arrived  at  the  same  time^  vrhich 
obliged  the  Bishop  of  Geneva  to  return  to  Cha- 
blais.  The  information  convejred  was^  that  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  had  passed  the  mountains^  and 
Mras  on  his  road  to  Thonon^  to  vrait  for  the  Car- 
dinal of  Medici^  who  was  returning  from  France^ 
whither  he  had  been  sent  in  quality  of  legate. 

After  ten  years  of  civil  and  forrign  vrar9>  the 
Cardinal  had  brought  to  a  conclusion  the  peace 
of  Vervins.  The  Duke  of  Savoy  had  been  in- 
cluded in  the  treaty ;  and  the  difference  respecting 
the  Marquisate  of  Salucca^  had  been  referred  to 
the  arbitration  of  the  Pope^  who  vms  to  pro- 
nounce on  the  merits  of  the  question  within  a  year.^ 

*  nil.  !■    I  I      11    ■!  II  I        III       I  II  I    ■»■      I—— an— ——II  m       m 

♦  Pereix.  history  of  Henry  the  Great.    Third  part. 
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The  Cardinal  of  Medici^  ysvho  vras  thoroii^iE"^^}jr 
acquainted  with  this  affair^  was  well  able  to  ol^  ^1k 
tain  a  decision  in  faTOur  of  the  Duke;  and  it 
not  doubted^  that  the  judgment  of  the.:  Pop< 
would  be  guided  by  the  opinion  of  the  legnt^^. 
It  was  therefore  a  matter  of  the  utmost  unpor  - 
fance  to  the  Duke  to  secure  his  influoice;  wad 
witb  this  view  he  had  left  Turin  to  receive  him 
at  fbe  entrance  of  his  dominions.  A  greater 
honour  he  could  not  have  bestowed  on  the  £m* 
peror,  or  on  the  King  of  France^  if  thej  had  vi- 
iited  his  capital. 

The  providence  of  God  on  Chabjaig  was  emi* 
meiitly  displayed  on  this  occasion.  The  road  from 
France  to  Itady,  was  not  through  Thonoo;  no 
resohition  had  been  adopted  to  pa^s  by  that  town ; 
indeed  it  would  have  been  far  the  most  circuitous 
way;  But  the  pestilence^  which  has  been  men- 
tioned^ had  spread  in  every  other  place  through 
"tirfaicft  it  was  possible  to  pass^  and  compelled 
Hie'hgSLte  to  take  this  winding  direction.  Tlie 
'  Duke  of  Savoy  was  by  consequence  obligejd  to 
repair  to  this  town  to  rec^ve  him.  Nothipg  moif^ 
advantageous  could  have  taken  pl^e^  to /promote 
the.  general  conversion  of  Chablais  and  the  bftitir 
^icks;  and  indeed  the  presence  of  the  Duke  and 
the  legate^    proved    necessary   to  complete   the 
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^lest  work  in  the  manner  ^  which  me  haVe  to 
relate. 

.  *  The  Duke  who  regulated  his  journey  bj 
that  of  the  legate^  travelled  like  him  by  easy 
stages^  and  frequently  halted^  that  he  might  not 
be  obliged  to  wait  for  him  too  long  at  Tfaonon. 
This  dday  afforded  the  Bishop  of  Geneva  an 
opportunity  of  performing  the  devotion^  called 
the  forty  hours*  prayer^  which  was  accomplished 
with  much  piety  and  magnificence.  The  report 
that  the  Duke  and  the  legate  were  shortly  ex- 
pected^  had  drawn  to  Thonon  a  considerable 
number  of  persons  of  both  religions;  and  the  de- 
votion just  mentioned  had  been  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  general  edification.  At  eveiy 
hour  of  the  day  and  of  the  nighty  sermons^  coa* 
troversial  discussions^  familiar  instructions,  cate* 
chism^  meditation,  puUic  prayers^  took  their 
turn ;  the  Catholics  crowded  in  great  numbers  to 
churchy  with  the  Bishop  of  Geneva  and  Francis 
at  their  head^  imploring  the  Almighty  that  he 
:«rould  be  pleased  to  touch  the  hearts  of  His  peo- 
ple/and  bring  back  to  the  pale  of  his  Church 
the  remaining  part  of  those^  who  had  been  sepa- 
rated  by  a  fatal  schism.     To  give  more  effbct  to 

II  ■         ■■  ■      am  I   I  I  ——^1^  I    ■    I  I  I         III  mm,        ■■   .a  I         1^  ■ 
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(he  def otion^   Ae  nMst  Buvii^  prayers,   tek< 
chiefly  from  the  scripture,  had  been  dra^ 
in  the  French  language.     Whilst  a  priest 
engaged  in  reciting  tiie  prayers  in  an  audible 
Ae  ^ishop  and  the  Clergy  lay  proatrate  an 
gnaund,  and  the  people  tepeated  at  the  close 
eyeiy  verse;  '^Lonl  hear  ns^  O  Lord  gradkmdMK 
i^ac.us.''    Thus  day  and  night  the  sqp^licatiiME:^ 
were  continued;  while  persons  seiectad  fbr 
purpose  were  employed  in  distributing 
able  almst  in  visiting  the  sick  and  the  emprisonedE^ 
in  labouring  to  i^just  differences^  and  in  recoil.-* 
citing  those^  whom  a  spirit  of  discord  had  dis- 
united*    All  this  was  performed  without  any  dis- 
tinction  of  religicm;    these   charities  were  esr 
tended  equally  to  the  Cathc^ic  and  to  the  Cal* 
vinist.        . 

^  So  many  humble  and  fervent  prayers^  such  a 
series  of  charitable  actions  could  not  fail  ta  ffo* 
duce  the  desired  effect.  The  Father  of  mercies 
heard  them>  and  bestowed  his  benediction;  ni»e 
hundred  persons^  who  were  ccmverted  during 
these  three  days^  filled  the  new  church  with 
joy,  and  afforded  to  Francis  die  greatest  sa^ 
tisfaction  he  could  possibly  receive  in  his  mwtal 
career. 


The  prayers  of  forty  iiours  "were  fcarcel;f 
"finidbed^  when  the  Duke  of  Ssvoy  arrifod  at 
^Thonott.  Thn  event  was  to  the  Calvinists^  a 
stroke  of  thunder.  They  had  flattered  thetnselvefi 
"With  a  hope^  thai  Mtne  accideat  would  in^mipt 
ilia  journey;  but  seeing  him  on  the  spot,  they 
%ad  Ktde  doubt  of  the  importaat  eensequenei^^ 
ivllich  afterwards  took  place;  The  lofty  mien 
4tfMl  cold  civility^  with  which  he  receiTcd  thdr 
<oinpUmeiits^  and  the  caresses  with  which  fie 
loaded  the  CathoUcs  of  every  description^  com-^ 
pkted  their  convietion  on  the  siibjeet. 

In  f!he  mean  time  tiie  first  concern  of  the  Dnke^ 
was  to  fumiA  in  a  superb  style,  the  town  hall,  in 
wluch  the  le^Kte  was  to  reside  during  his  stay  at 
Thonon;  to  raise  triumphal  arches  in  different 
parts^  where  he  was  to  pass;  to  ornament  ^tbe 
gates  and  public  places,  and  4o  make  ereiy  ar^ 
raa^emettt  for  a  magnificent  teception.*  But 
what  proved  a  subject  of  gieat  edification  was, 
that  Ibc'  lumself  undertook  the  decoration  of  the 
two  chupches  of  St  Hippolytus  mMl  St.  Angus* 
tine.  The  most  renowned  paintars  of  Italy,  who 
attended  lum,  were  empbyed  on  the  occasion; 
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no  ornameDt  was  spared  that  could  tend  to 
bellish  the  tqinple  of  God. . : 


While  he  was  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the 
gate^he  gave  orders  that  the  public  prayers  of 
forty  hours  should  be  recommenced;,  he  omitt^ 
nothings  which  might  add  lustre  to  the  ceremoaf, 
and  was  careful  to  remember^  that  his  exaimple 
would  promote  more  effectually  the  conversion  of 
his  subjects^  than  any  other  measure  which  he 
could  adopts  if  he  did  not  proceed  in  that  patb^ 
which  -he  held  out  ix>  the  observation  of  others. 
Nothing  could  be  more  edifying  than  his  conduct, 
on  this  interesting  occasion.  He  assisted,  vdth 
Iiis  whole  court  at  the  sernions  and  public  prayers^ 
with  a  degree  of  modesty  and  respect,  that  af- 
forded g^eral  edification;  after  remaining  at 
church  a  considerable  part  of  the  day^  he  returned 
in  the  night ;  he  distributed  with  his  own  bands 
very  great  charities ;  he  listened  to  the  coniphiints 
of  his  subjects,  and  granted  to  them  instantane- 
ously that  redress,  which  they  had  in. vain  ex- 
pected from  the  regular  judges.  He  treated  the 
priests  and  the  lowest  ministers  of  the  Church, 
with  great  distinction ;  but  Francis  was  to  him 
an  object  of  peculiar  regard;  he  had  him  very 
generally  at  his  side,  and  appeared  fully  con- 
vinced that  the  honour  which  he  had  paid  him^ 
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"^VMild  ki  the  higiieflt  d^^ree  promote  tine  intere^tli 
the  CatfaoUe  raligioa.    God  rewaiddl  dii^ 
oTlhis  Prince^  by  gratifying  themMtafttent 
^^^shes  of  his  heart;  he  was  himself  withess  of  aOi 
^  mmcDse  concourse  of  inhabftauts  <  from  several 
^Murts  of  the  barony  of  Faocigny^  who  bame  to 
objure  their  errors ;  the  parishes  of  Belletaux  and 
f>f  Saint  Sergues^  also  appeared  at'  the  same  time^ 
each  to  the  number  of  three  hundred  persons. 
The  Bishop  of  Greneva  was  unable  to  teceive 
such  a  concourse ;  and  it  became  necessaiy  to 
appoint  an  increased  number  df  dei^g^isil  ikid 
religious  persons^  in  order  to  divide  the'klfour. 
The  Duke  appeared  astonished  at  the  change^ 
^hiich  had  taken  place;  in  the  dispo^tioMi  of  so 
large  a  portion  of  hib*  subjects^  as  no  means  bi|d 
been  employed  to  promote  the  <  purpose,  but  re* 
ligious    instruction    and  *good   'example^.      Tiig 
courtiers  admired  their  ^eal ;  those  who  ftlt  least 
the  attractions  of  piety  were  i^oftcned  to  com- 
punction; and  as  far  ai  we  are  enabled  to  judgf 
from  external :  appearances;  tarue  de?otion  spreiKl 
so  rapidly  in  that  court,  that  its  effects  were  veiy 
generally  observed  in  a  profos<^  distribution  of 
alms^  in  numberless  instances  of  restitutions,  and 
reconciliations,  which  tcM)k  placci»  and'  in  a  vi- 
sible reformation  of  manners>   which  appeared 
during  the  stay  of  the  Duke  at  Thonon.     So 
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ti|aQ)f^ thali^!  tlie  teteitiple  of  «.80¥ereigto,  to  inelpke 
wiA  seatiments  rof  jHety  eren  thoae^  inhoibefore 
«kever  Colt  its  iito|»rcMiool  Justice  obliges,  us  liew- 
^y.t^  to  ob^enrc,  4iil  the  example  of  the  Duke 
¥rag  not  tbe  ^ofe  caiiae.  of  tke  ehtnge;  the  ui- 
igoiftted  .^4i$Mtita^  and  the  a^^tivity  of  Fruncis, 
certtioly  produced  a  qoiisiderable  effect  ^teverf 
one  a^Hed-  tO:  him  to  direct,  his  coaseience ;  and 
the  ei^treme  tnihliiesB  of  bis^charactei;,  si^oried 
by  his  eminent  pietjf;,  contribiited  no.,  less  *  to  ibe 
irdCormation  of  the  Gatholici^  thaato  the  ooiifer- 
sioa0fthe;Cahuiist  -»     -  r    ;?.    ' 


Afiavrs  "Vere  w  this  aituation,.  .when  <lie  Dttfe 
received  the  news>:  that  the  legate  ha^.iNtiurly 
reached  the  ft ontiets  of  Frai^e;  and  he  instant^ 
d^artedwitb  his: whole  court. to  leo^ve  hiaiiit 
the  eiltrance  of  his  dominions.     The  legate  and 
be  arrived,  about  the  same  time ;  but  after  the  ficsl 
j$ah)tation$^  the  Duke  returned  to  Thonoh  by  a 
dlfieient  road,  from  that  which  the  legate  pursued, 
in  ord^  to  proceed  again  to  meet  him :  oa«  hja  en- 
trance into  that  town. 

■  * 

The  following  day,  the  last  of  September^  ii 
the  ye^r  one  thouaand  five  hundred  and  ninct 
eighty  the  legate  had  proceeded  to  tbe  diataBc 
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ef  about  a  league  fieom  Tlionoa^  whi^n  ^  SmIk^ 
of  Greneva^   acconpaoied  Igr*  vm^  pi^tef  ^ 
Savoy  and  Q^uphine,  who  ^d  a#seA\4i^4  (A/Sff^ 
their  respecte  to  the  legate^  ^n4;  attend^  fij  ^ 
<;onco.urse  rf  .hia  own  pler^^  .«dv%QQ^,  tp  in^ 
Ids  Cmiflence.    The  Duke  ^  ^wj  lil»wi,»e  4«r- 
parted  a  little  time  a(ter^  and  r^eived  4)e  legate 
at  th^  distai^ce  t>f  about  h^f  a  lengiyl  fk^ 
Thqaon ;  be  aiccompaoied  bim  tp  ^^  <fl|Urcll  of 
St.  Hippolytus,  where  bis  ]SSi^Mien!?e  d^cf«4#, 
iMPid  spent  a  considerable,  timge;  m  ^tfV^^^- .  Tkfi 
Dul^e  desired  to  conduct  bim  pf  tw  ^ji^^eti  pl^qp 
of  resid^ce  through  the  street*  a|^  pub^c  ;p]i^qe% 
19  wbict  tjrjtt«nphal  arcbes  ^  WWqfiJ  f[^¥rt»W^ 
piepte  had  been  pr^ar^  for.th^  qf^^n;  b||t 
tbe  legate,  who  wa^  ^  nKaq  of  yk^  rfeKm«pt|4 
to  walb  after  the  blessed  w^r^v^i  ^hjf h  ip^ 
earned  in  procession ;  be  adde4>  ^)i«l(  it  i^PPfM^ 
indispensably  neefesa^y,  tQ  fn^9  this  pubUc  ii^«- 
ration  to  %he  holy  sacraipent^  anj;  pifl?^  witb^ 
IP  a  species  of  tiriuniph  ft»oi»^  a  t^wfc  &qm 
wbich^  for  ihfi  spa<»  of  wveaty  j««Mrj|>   it  h«4 
beep  s^   sh^mefuUy  b^filb^     T^y  iks^^* 

prqceadedto  the  tow^tbaQj  fgKmkkf  tflUJ^s^g*" 
gestion  of  the  legate. 


it :  *: 


"  His  Eminence  there  received  the  complimen- 
tary congratuUtioBC  of  the  qKiit  ^distii^ished 
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l^scns  b#  the  town.;    The  Diike^  who  never  left 
irim^   hiaying  perceiired  that  Francis^   instead     of 
shewing  aiiy  earnestness  to  appear  in  public^  i^vas 
bltoded  with  the  crowds  Went  himself  to  draw  l^  im 
from  the  surroundii%  concourse^  and  introdu^c:ed 
him  to  the  l^ate^  in  this  memorable  manne:^:^ 
**  Tbks  is  the  Apostle  of  mj  dominions ;  to  b  :5in, 
tinider  God^  are  we  indebted  for  the  great  &  «ic- 
Iftess,  which  I  have  reported'  to  your  Eminence." 
nie  Ic^te  advanced  some  steps  to  receive  hJun; 
Francis  with  bended  knee^  made  an  attempC:  fo 
kiiss  the  'extitoitjr  of  his  robe ;  but  his  Eminence 
refun^d  to  Hdmit'  that  &ct  of  humility;  he  raisev/ 
him  |ip^  and  embraced  him.    Then  turning  to  iht 
Duke  of  SaVoy^  he  told  him^  that  independently 
0f  the  information  given  by  his  Highness^  he  had 
bieen  before  apprised  of  his  merit;  that  he  felt 
personally  obliged  to  him  for  the  infinite  pains, 
which  he  had  taken  to  draw  these  people  to  the 
Catholic  Church ;  that  he  should  certainly  report 
his  achievements  to  the  Pope,  vdth  that  commen- 
dation^ to  which  he  was  entitled ;  and  that  though 
Crod  alone  eould  give  him  an  adequate  reM^ard^ 
he  m^ht  expect  every  species  of  acknowledg- 
ment from  his  Holiness. 


•  Af}g.  of  Sales.    B*ok^  UL 
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The  day  jftfter  the.  ArrivU  of  the  l^te^.  Hm 
prayers  of  forty  hours  were  cesiuned  agreeably  ,tfi 
the  general  wish ;  the  supplication  commenced  by 
a  procession  of  the  blessed  sacrament^  which  was 
conveyed  under  the  triumphal  arches^  prepared 
for  the  reception  of  the  Ic^te,  who  marched  after 
on  foot^  and  swelled  the  train  with  his  attendants. 
The  Bishop  of  Geneva  performed  the  ceremony. 
The  Iqgate  followed  the  canopy^  which  was  car-^ 
ried  by  the  Duke^  by  Don  Ame^  the  heir  i^ipa* 
rent^  and  the  two  ambassadors  of  Fribourg.  The 
Calvinists^  who  knew  nothing  of  Cardinals  and 
Bishops^  but  from  the  satirical  sallies  and  the 
frightful  representations  exhibited  by  their  ene- 
mies^ were  seized  with  admiration  at  the^.mo* 
desty  and  piety  displayed  by  the  legate  and  the 
attending  prelates.^  A  great  number  jshewfid 
unfeigned  marks  of  sensibility  on  the  occasion; 
and  a  sermon^  which  Francis  preached  on.  the 
real  presence  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Christy  in 
the  Eucharist^  so  completed  their  coniriction,  of 
tbie  truth  of  the  Catholic  religion^  that  they  ie« 
quested  to  make  their  abjuration  at  the  feet  of  the 
l^ate.  It  was  now  latie  and  the  cerejnony  bad 
lasted  a  considerable  time;  he  however  received 


^*«hMHB 
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^ 


Mm,  Mid  etnliiwceil  tli«tti  all  '^^  '4  patHna/  j   ^^^ 

iinAMM,  Wfaidi  W5n  their  hteits.  ICb^r 

Tht^  CdvilBrultic  ttiini&ters  had  befefo  tmbtisfaed  yy^ 
in  iheir  s^litiotls  hurangues  to  the  people^  that  I  \^  ^ 
flie  legirte  and  his  attendants^  would  easily  be  dis-  f  v>^ 
cetntA  hy  an  affected  splendor^  by  luxuiy  land 
efl^MSnicy^  to  b^  the  true  ministers  of  Anti- 
christ.* But  the  surprise  was  very  gvneral^  when 
tfato  same  legate^  labouring  under  the  fatigue  of 
a  h>ng  journey^  was  observed  to  asdst  day  and  1 1^^  ^ 
night  at  the  sermons  and  public  prayers ;  to  de-  I  \gf^^ 
vote  his  time  to  the  reconciliation  of  the  Calvin-  I  W'^ 
istk^  of  whom  he  recei^-ed  a  great  number  into  the  I  iy  '^ 
Churth^  dtiring  the  continuance  of  the  forty  I  i^^^ 
houiV  prayer;  to  make  to  them  the  most  solid  1  jq^ 
ioA  pathetic  discourses ;  to  distribute  considerable  J  to  « 
alttn  amoi^  the  poor  of  the  town  and  those  from  I  {^^ 
the  province^  who  had  flocked  to  Thonon  on  the  I  j^ 
occasion;  and  to  employ  his  influence  with  Hhit  ^ 
Dufce  in  favour  of  those  who  solicited  protection.  ^^H 
Those  vdio  vrere  enabled  to  inspect  his  condact  \^y 
closely^  always  remarked^  that  he  was  perpetu-  ^ 
ally  occupied  in  some  useful  pursuit,  vrithout  de- 
voting a  single  moment  to  the  most  innocent  f 
amusement. 

*  Aug.  of  Sales.  Book  III. 


In  ram  did  the  iiialig«jtf  of  tfl^eilMiifli  dP'flW 
Chwcfa  laid  them  tor  ihiscointitae  arid  defioM  the 
ccmdiiet  bf  the  legate.  Jmticfe  was  done  to  his 
dMraieter;  imd  a  nnall  nnniber  wdy  of  violent 
OUTinists/  pnrsifited  obstitkMyin  wsetUng;  that 
thn  display  of  piefy  exhibited  by  the  l^ate  and 
the  Diike^  originated  rather  in  policy^  than  ill  a 

true  zeal  for  religion. 

•   ■  ■    • 

In  the  mean  time^  Prancit;  •  who  had  ddeu* 
lated  that  the  legate  would  tnake  a  longer  stay^ 
beitfd>-  with  extreme  concern,  that  he  intended  to 
depart/ as  soon  as  the  forty  honrs*  prayer  should 
be  concluded.  .He  thought  his  preMnce  land  his 
interposition  so  advantageous  •  to  the  re-establish^, 
ment  of  the  Clitholic  religion^  that  he  detennined 
to  entreat  him^  in  the  name  of  the  niew  Church  of 
CShablais,  to  delay  his  departure^  at  leatrt  for  somfc 
days.  He  acccirdingly  requested  for  that  purpose^ 
a  private  audience;  and  having  instantaneowly 
oMained  it^  he  employed  eveiy  argument  which 
hn  ii^enuity  cbnld  suggest^  to  retard  tike  depu^ 
tttrd  of  the  legate.  The  latter  replied  to  hiiDi 
with  great  kindness^  Aat  bis  orders  from  the 
Pope  to  repair  to  Rome  without  delay^  were  so 
absolute^  that  he  was  unable  to  use  his  own  dis- 
cretion ;  that  Hie  winter  which  was  approadiing^ 
tAliged  him  to  cross  the  Alps^  before  the  snow 
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nn  wiibliinii  gft?e  flieai  into  hu 

read  them ;  and  baTing  g^ven 

'tion,  he  observed  to  Francis 

>ht  be  pronounced  to  be 

it  that  he  agreed  with 

"ution  of  them  was 

''  would  propose 

,  that  he  would 

j.^uncio  of  his  Holi- 

^i>enred  so  mfuiy  critical  con* 

which  the  authority  of  the  Pope 

*        ^•^Oeasaiy,  that  probably  he  might  for- 

^    IP         execution .  of  his  good  purposes  with 


? 

f 


^%^ 


•e  ^       — ^  at  Rome  than  at  Thonon. 

{0^       ^^te  departed  on  the  following  day^  and 
-^  *^^  ^^ducted  with  the  same  honours^  which 


^  0^*€«ided  hi4i«arrival.     But  he  failed  not  to 

gf/^  ^^  the  Duke,  and  to  the  Nuncio,  agree* 

a\A5  ^    ^^  promise  made  to  Francis ;  and  the 

g^^e^  <tf  the  business  evidently  shewed  the  ne* 

mgfiity  ^  the  precaution. 


,.  *  '**• 


j^fler  the  departure  of  the  legate,  the  ambas- 
^^ors  of  Fribourg,  who  arrived  first,  were  ad- 
mitted by  the  Duke  to  an  audience.  They  com* 
^^mented  him  in  the  name  of  the  Canton,  on  the 
^.i^blishnent  of  the  Catholic  religion  in  Cha- 
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should  mid^  thfm  iniNttsable.  ^rJHe jmUM^  that 
hd^obserredAe  Duke  to  be  so.  well  disposed  to 
PiroBdote  the  re^estabUahmeat  of  the  CaUudie  wdi^ 
gicD^  -that  lAc^iddbeno  longer  a  itetter  of  doidM^ 
tiiat  he ciirould  eqiploj, the  whole  weigbt.  of  his  an- 
tbpritjr  to  accomplish  the  great  work  witfiout  mty 
solicitation.  :•..<': 

Francis  observed  in  reply,  that  the  intentioos  of 
the  Duke  were  unquestionably  of  the  purest  kind ; 
but  that  the  same  judgment  could  not  be  formed 
^  his  council;  that  when  he  wa9  at  .Turin,  he 
found  considerable,  opposition  from  the  counstellors 
to  certain  prO{K)sals, .  made  by  him,  the  accom- 
plishroant  of  which  he  judged  indispensably  ne- 
cessary; that  he  was  informed,  that  thearabassa- 
dmis  of  the  Swiss  protestaots  and  the  deputies  of 
Greneva,  were  shortly  expected;  that  they  were 
commissioned  to  make  the  warmest  reinonstrances, 
for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  liberty  of  conscience 
io  Chablais  and  the  bailiwirks ;  and  that  posriMy^ 
should  their  claims  be  seconded  by  the.  uiisoaBd 
part  of  the  council^  they  would  be  enabled  to 
defeat  the  fairest  intentions  of  the  Duke. 

The  l^atc  requested  to  have  in  writii^^  the 
propositions  alluded  to ;  they  were  the  same  wJueh 
had  been  before  made  at  Turin.     Fraacis^  'who 
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faii4  broiigfal  tliem^witkliun>  gftv«  Aem  ioto 
haoib.  Tbetkg»te  read  them;  and  baring  given 
them  a  deliberate  attention,  he  observed  to  Francis 
At  parting,  that  they  might  be  pronounced  to  be 
mther  strong  measures;  but  that  he  agreed  with 
him  IB  thinking,  that  the  eoaei^iitiim  of  them  was 
indispensably  necessary;  that  he  would  propose 
them  to  the  Duke  as  from  hirqself ;  that  he  would 
reconmieiid  this  affair  to  the  Nuncio  of  his  Holi* 
ness;  and  l)bat  he  observed  so  mgny  crkical  con* 
Junctures, ;  ip  which  the.  authority  of  Ae  Pope 
would  be  necessary,  that  probably  he  might  for- 
iward  the  asecntion .  of  hit  r  good  purposes  with 
more  effect  at  Rome  than  at  Thonoii. 

,.  'Thei  legate  departed  on  fthe  following  day,  and 
was  re-«onducted  with  the  same  honours^  which 
had  atta[ided  hi^Marrival.  But  he  £^led  not  to 
«peak  to  the  Duket^  and  to  the^Nuncip,  agnse* 
ably  to  his  promise  made  to  Francis ;  and  the 
siKcess  of  the  business  evidently  shewed  the  ne* 
^esHtjTNof  the  preoautkm. 

^  AftiNT  the  departurai>f  the^  legate,  the  ambas- 
sadors of  Fribourg,  who  arrived  first,  were  ad- 
mitted by  the  Duke  to  an  audience.  They  comr- 
|>)iniented  him  in  the  name  of  Uie  Canton,  on  the 
f e-establishment  of  the  Catholic  religion  in  Cha- 
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Mnid^  and  €«hort^  him  to  «iMnpleftfe  tK  enterpriift 
df  801  re!ig)otis  ft  nftture/  a«d  so- wnMhy  of  a 


••   •    ■    -     • 


' libe  ambassadors  of  the  Canton  of  Beme>  itad 
th<^  d<^ties  ^  GeifeV8>  who  had-  jimt  rmdktA 
Thonon,  had  aftei^wards  an  andiente ;  Idicgr  ^qp^ke 
1i4tli  eoBsideraMe  force  oA  the  subject  ofUbcirtjr 
of  mnscience^  dnd  teqoested  the  Doke  to^ftmmr 
theib  witih  a  clear  and  posithre  answe^/ as  they 
faid^fireciiie  orders  from  tlidr 'govenifnents  to-pto- 
cufie  ittformatioa  concerning  the  real  mteDtkm  e€ 
his  H^ness.  The  Duke  replied^  that  he  woaM 
not  leave  Thorion^  withbut  finally  iwdjustiDg  the 
concerns  of  religion ;  that  he  would  immediately 
asiemhle  Im  council^  to  giro  to  the  bnnieBs  the 
ftHttUJrest  eonsideration^  and  would  aequaiirt  iheih 
^s^  the  re^lt.  i^fter  the  •  ancfehtse,  the'iDufce 
entered  the  '^^ounclt,  having  requested  Fnuick  Id 
atfend. 

He  explained  in  few  woids^  the  subject  "cC^theib 
deliberation;  he  expatiated  on  its  importance^ 
and  assured  the  meitibers  of  his  cooacil^  tinrt  Aey 
would  confer  on  bitn  a  real  obliga^tion^  by  'deli- 
veriag  their  sentiments  with  the  utmoit  ftendMA  ; 
he  declared  to  them^  that  he  had  not  adopted  Mf 
pre-conceived  plan^  but  that  his  jodgmemt  shotdd 
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life  gttMed  in  ihte 'choice*  of  ^xpeAikabiy  by  airf 
taeMiite^y  whicti  ihey  eould  ^licw  to  he  cftlcti^ 
Itfted  to  profiitftle  the  ^loty  of  <xoA,    and  tlje 

grstiet^)  iflft^reits  of  his  dominions. 

■ 
I   ■  ■        • 

» 
♦  T!rt5  seiltiments  of  Hie  CMffrsellors  tv^ispe  at 

!hrst  diVi<)hed ;  bcrt  at  length  tbe  mkjoritf  came  to 

kn  a^Hfefntot^  that  libefty  of  coftsciehte  shbuM 

be  ^rdtfitdl,    find    that   the   affaird    of  reKgion 

should  b^  left  ntorfy  in  ^ite  sftate^  in  which  they 

f^n  exists.     In  stipp^it  of  iftis  opinion  it  waft 

alleged^   tbat  the  Duke  cotAd   nxtt  forbid  the 

public  exercis^e  of  CaivinisiA  in  Cbiibkiis  ^nd  the 

» 

faraUiwicks^  without  a  manifest  infhiction  of  the 
treaty  of  Nion ;  thiat  it  wad  a  viatter  of  the  nt^ 
moit  ithportance  not  to  give  to  the  Swiss  a»d  to 
tbe  republic  of  GeneVa;  a  precedent  fbr  violat* 
ing  ^e  ^pulatibns  of  that  treaty  iihvLi  they 
wduld  carry  their  ttolcnce  to  the  last  ettiemftjTj 
in  order  to  suppiort  the  execution  of  tlie  article^ 
whi£h  eOdulred  Ifberty  of  con^dientle ;  -(faM  ther6 
tfllsi^preat  reason 't6  apprehend^  intSte^etetitof  a 
ruptjttre/'  fliat  they  m^lrt  be  Assisted  by  lire  Cal* 
vint^s  of  France,  who  were  inured  to  war,  and 
already  shewed  a  man^Bsst  inclination'  to  rtolate 
the  peace;  that  theit  i^oteteign,  Henry  IV,  who 
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alone  could  prevent  such  a  conseiiu^Mej  was  too 
great  a  politician  not  to  embrace  the  opportuiiity 
of  being  freed  from  a  large  portion  of  bold  and 
turbulent  spirits^  who^  subsisting  solely  by  tumul* 
tuary  violence^  would  sooner  or  later  excite  com* 
motions  in  his  kingdom ;  that  there  was  reasoD  to 
believe^  that  he  would  be  less  disposed  to  dia- 
countenance  this  aid^  as  he  might  always  have  an 
opportunity  to  disavow  his  connection  ^ith  tiie 
party;  that  by  such  means  he  would  place  the 
Puke  under  the  necessity  of  restoring  to  him  tlie 
town  of  Bcrre  in  Provence^  and  the  Marquiaale 
of  Salucca^  agreeably  to  the  treaty  of  Vemiiis; 
that  it  was  necessary  to  secure  in  the  first. in- 
stance^ the  tranquillity  of  the  state^  before  such 
important  operations  could  be  undertaken;  that 
the  treaty  of  Yervins^  which  was  not  executed 
with  respect  to  the  Duke^  afforded  grea^appre* 
hensions  from  the  probable  junction  of  the  French 
forces  under  so  powerful  a  Prince  as  Henry .IV; 
that  thoii^h  the  proposed  plan  should  be  carried 
into  execution^  it  would  be  prudent  to  postpcMie 
it  to  a  more  seasonable  occasion ;  that  in  thiQ  jroeiMB 
time  the  return  of  the  Calvinists  to  the  Catholic 
Church  might  be  promoted  by  the  same  means 
which  had  hitherto  been  emplcyyed^  and  without 
any  possible  ground  of  complaint ;  that  assuredly 
it  would  be  a  slow  method  of  accomplishing 
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the  purpose^  tet  that  it  would  have  a'  more  c€lr- 
tionieffeet      ^ 

*  These  sentiments  were  directly  opposite  to 
the  opinion  of  Francis.  Accordingly^  no  sooner 
-had  the  Duke  made  him  a  sign  to  ddtver  his  opi- 
miMy  than  he  spoke  on  the  other  side  of  the  ques- 
tion;^-and  represented  with  considerable  energy 
Md  address,  ^that  the  firmest  support  of  States^  is 
tot  be  found^in  unifbrmify  of  belirf;  that  a  sect 
Isbe  <faat  of  the  Calmists>  which  confstitutes 
individuals  the  supreme  judges  in  religious'  afiairs^ 
was  not  calculated  to  aiforce  that  respect  and  in- 
violable ficteliiy^  which  is  due  to  soverdgii  author 
rity;  that  the  Calvimsts  were  to  he  distinguished 
from  ail  other  sects,  which  had  occasionally  arisen 
in  the  Church;' that  the  others,  which  had  di- 
rected their  attacks  against  some  *  speeulatiire 
points  of  faflth,  had  still  respected  'the  fui^a- 
inental  truths  of  Christianity;  that  thq^  had  not 
fierverted  the  .morality  of  the  gospel,  nor  injured 
Afir  Christian  worship ;  that  with  some  exceptions, 
they  had  '4!lven  matntai^d  a  certain  uniformity ; 
tiiai  tihe  Calvinists,  mtee  enterprisii^  knd  auda-^ 
cious,  had  scarcely  left  any  thing  id  the  state  in 
wbkk  ^key  fbmid  it;  Iba^  they  had  displayed 


,/ 
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their  hctstility  tgmwl  fcith,   moisMty,  eatemat 
worship,   discipline,    and  the  authority   of  .the 
Church,  and  scarcely  shewed  more  reverence  for 
ibe  power  of  sovereigns;    that  te  be  ccUvinced 
of.  the  tfuth  ^  tbis  statement,  nothing  mora  wwi 
^aeessary^  than^  to  take  a  ikmmf  their  BiAksrve- 
mqiits  in  diSbr^nt  countries*  o£^^ 'fiupope;  since  tiie 
aatriplishnflinut  of  the  sect ;  that  they  had^  wmted 
jl  pact  of  the  JU>w  Countries  fronif  Abe  handi^ef  tte 
kMig  oC :lSp9iii#  aqd  formed)  it  into  aiOtfpublic; 
that  in  Scotland  th|»j  ba^  orarii^  annilwilil  iMhe 
royal  aqthprity,  and  tvejre  tobi^uriny  tA  yiwinMg 
tha  same  objoQt  i«  England ;  ttiM  on  a  late  occa- 
sion at  Nantes,  tbey  had  proposed  such  tenna  to 
the  king  of  Frwee,  as  amounted  to  ike  estabKsb- 
ment  of  a  republic  in  the.  hoart  o£  ike  kingdom; 
and  that  it  was  calculated,  fliat  their  demands 
could  not  be  rejtxted,  Mfithout  raising  the  flames 
of  ^ivil  discord  a  second  time;  that,  without  got 
so  far  in  quest  of  examples^  th^  had  laieljr 
Qeneya  revolted  againrt  their  legitimate 
rcign>  liad  by  tiieir  owa-  foithi^iity  raised,  a^ 
and  indjepeiideut  rt^public^  and  thai  the 
of  their  rebettion  were  rtill  to  be  obserted 
Chablais;   tbat^afl^^  tbisr  undeniable 
he  was  at  a  lo:^  to  diseoyar  the  dan^, 
could  b§  found  in  banishing  Calvinism  from 
dominionfi  tf.  hiff  -Royi^l  £Ki^ess;   'ttat  if  an^^ 
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dM^er  were  to  be  ikfprebMdtid'  (tmoi  the  result  of 
theici  dblilieriitions^  'it  wmild  uke  from  toleratiii|^ 
men.  fwbose  prindples  were  faoatile'td  the  bsta^ 
liUshad''govjeiiiaieBit;  that  a  Catbolic' sdveveigo 
MM!ta  ihim  peculiarij  an  object:  of  suspicion: 
tliat»lhejri.itould*e^fer  iook  upctti  him  aa  an  mwiy 
tm  thttr  leligtOB^  andr alwayb  ready  ^to  'suppress'  k; 
iktA  this*  dialmst  anA  jealousy  terminal  inJiatrad 
ioflhi^itnM^  'in  seerel*  cabals  and  lelqg^ 
tbel; enemies'  of  the  countr)'^  and  'fidally  in-^peA 
*  ffibdUiM ;  that  >sacfa  coiise(|U€»ces  •  were  more»li 
boiappiehand^  in  the  present  cbnjunettii'ej    if 
the;  Duke  were  to  recede  ftotk  tike  WieaAires;  wbii^h 
he  had  bdgun^  as  iiie  Oalvinists  would  "publish  td 
iheWorid^.  that  he' durst  not  urge  matters  fai^ 
ther;  that  after  sn^  an  events  he 'Wfiiild  possess 
-BO'inidre  authority^  in*  Ae  pro^ineey  tiutfi  ^K^t 
they^ would  be^  disposed  to  allow  him;  and^ttrat 
wlMnever  -he  shotdd  ju^^,  it  espediini  to  eMrtlhls 
sonereign  tothorityv  he  would 'be  41ireatofied  WHIi 
the  hostility  of  the  Swiss  and  the  republic^  iff 
Geneva;  that  it  became  a  measure  of  necessity 
at  once  to  shew  thpm^  •  that  thigr  had  to  Idok  for  no 
resource  but  ikithe^blwufyof^itlMr  Arioi^;  that 
the,  0o»  Aey  depended  oa  fmrdgn  interfeteike^ 
the  less^.r^fosd  woul^'  1(hof  merit;  «iid  that  in*^ 
ftead  of  ^advancing » their  interest  b)f -such  a  st^; 
tfaqr  werd  moie  UlMily  to  nccHeinte  tbslrf  r«iio. 
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He  added  tliat  flie  treaty  of  Niim^  conceniiiig^ 
^Bich  ftuch  a  clamour  bad  bec^  raised^  hy  nomeaiiB 
established  Calvinism  in  Chablais;   but  that  it 
allowed  the  CaWinists  three  ministers  only^^aild 
this  proTisionaliy  and  by  sufferance^  till  the  Duke 
should  make  fiik-ther  arrangemoits;  that  the  re- 
public of  Genera  and  the  Swiss^  were,  not  so  for- 
midable^ as  to  be  :enabled  to  dictate  to  the  GK^dce 
the  method  of  governing  his  own  dominions  ;  ibat 
the  king  of  France  stood  in  too  much  needef 
Rome^  and  was  on.  too  great  terms  of  iotinMtcjr 
with  that  courts  to  suffer  his  subjects  to  take  arms 
against  a  Catliolic  Prince;,^  with  a  view  oFf  pre* 
venting  the  re-establishment  of  the  Catholic  reli; 
gion>  of  which  the  Pope  wa&  the  head ;  that  after 
all  that  could  be  said»  the  grand  olyect  of  sove* 
reigns  w^s  to  maintain  themselves  ill. mutual  inde- 
pendence^ and  to  preserve  ioy iolatei  the  right  «of 
disposing  of  their  subjects^. in  thd  manner  they 
judged  most  i^nducive  to.ithe  interests  of  their 
States. 


» .♦ 


The  iurt  of  this  judicious  speedi .  coosisted  m 
consulting  the  prejudices  of  the  Duke  J  He;  was 
a  Prince  of  considerable  merit^  but  jeaknudy^al- 
tached  to  his  own  authority ;  he  could  wA  sftiffisr 
the  least  suspicion  to  be  entertained »  that  he  was 
either  unable^  or  that  be  wantod  spirit  to  display 


{ 
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it  in  its  full  extent.  Accordingly  there  soon  pre- 
vailed in  the  council^  a  strong  impression^  that 
Francis  would  succeed  to  the  utmost  ex  teat  of 
his  wishes. 

But  this  apostolic  man^  whose  heart  was  ever 
full  of  that  sincere  piety^  which  shone  in  all  his 
actions  and  in  his  conversations^  and  who  had 
eaiployed  political  reasons  only  in  reply  to  others, 
who  had  spoken  before  him^  now  addressed  his 
discourse  to  the  Duke^  and  observed  with  much 
respect^  that  a  Christian  Prince  ought/  at  least  in 
those  concerns^  whieh  involved  the  interests  of 
heaven^  to  place  some  reliance  on  Divine  Provi- 
dence;   that  if  Constantine^  Theodosius^  and  so 
many  other  Princes^  who  had  banished  idolatry 
and  heresy  from  their  States^  had  always  listened 
^     to  the  cold  suggestions  of  policy,  paganism  and 
so   many  heresies,  of  which  the  names  are  now 
scarcely  known,  would  still  prevail  in  the  world ; 
^at  God  was  the  support  of  thrones,  when  the 
J^aHinces,  who  filled  them,  employed  their  iniLu- 
^^:a:ce  in  making  Him  reign  in  the  hearts  of  their 
^^^^"bjects ;  that  he  did  not  doubt,  that  to  reward 
^  zeal  which  he  should  display  in  re-establifhing 
e  Catholic  religion,  the  Almighty  would  crown 
s  reigji  with  a  long  series  of  prosperity. 

VOL.  I.  Z 
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Tbe  Duke,  who  had  listened  to  Francis  with 
^reat  attention,  was  so  afTected  with  his  speech, 
that  he  instantly  complied  with  the  whole  of  his 
demand ;  he  ordered  the  articles  to  be  produced, 
of  which  mention  has  been  made  in  the  negotiation 
of  Turin ;  and  directed  that  they  should  be  carried 
into  immediate  execution.     The  purport  of  tbem 
was^  that  the  ministers  should  be  banished  frou 
the  dominions  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy;  that  the 
Calvinists  should   be  deprived  of  the  places  of 
honour  and  emolument  they    possessed,   which 
should  be  given  to  tbe  Catholics;  that  an  ootet 
search  should  be  made  for  the  revenues  of  the  be- 
nefices^ usurped  by  the  Calvinists,  and  unjustly 
occupied  by    oilier   persons  without  title^   and 
without  the  sacerdotal  character^  in  order  that  they 
might  be  employed  for  the  reparation  of  churches, 
and  the  subsist ance  of  pastors  and  Catholic  mis- 
sionaries ;  that  a  college  under  the  management 
of  the  Jesuits  should  be  founded  at  Thonon ;  and 
that  in  Cfaablais  and  the  bailiwicks^  no  other  reli- 
gion but  the  CatL-olic,  should  be  tolerated. 

As  these  articles  appeared  rather  of  too  strong 
a  nature^  to  be  executed  at  once,  violent  contests 
succeeded  in  the  council;  but  the  Duke,  who 
remembered  his  promises  to  the  legate,  and  who 
had   formed  a  decided  opinion  on  the  subject, 
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gftTe  orders^  that  tbey  should  l>e  carried  iDto 
eflect  without  delay ;  and  he  desired  this  resolu- 
tion to  be  immediately  communicated  fo  thef 
ambassadors  of  the  Swiss  and  to  the  deprrties  of 
Geneva^ 

A  proceeding  so  peremptory^  and  so  tittfe  ex- 
pected, astonished  without  disconcerting  the  am- 
bassadors; they  demanded  a  second  andience; 
and  after  having  made  the  strongest  remonstrances 
without  effect;  in  order  to  maintain  affairs  iiii  the 
nhiation,  in  which  they  then  existed^  they  con- 
fined themselTes  to  the  treaty  of  Nion,  and  re^ 
quired^  that  agreeably  to  the  stipulations  of  lliat 
convention,  the  Calvinists  mi^t  be  permitted  to 
haff  e  three  ministers  in  Chablais.  Biit  the  Dtike 
rq>lied,  that  they  well*  Knew  this  regulation  to  be 
provisional ;  that  notwithstanding,  be  w^ihl  yieltf 
to  their  requisition,  if  they,  on  their  side,  would 
consent  to  admit  into  th^  Cimtoii  of  Bl^rndmree 
Gaiholic  Priests^,  whom  He  should  appoint.  This 
alternative,  to  which  they  could  not  briif^  ielny 
rational  objection,  appeared  to^tiiem  in  tfad  Uj^t 
of  a  harsb  refusal ;  th^  accordingly  took  lisave  of 
the  Duke^  and  depa<4ied  on  the  following  dky, 
tfuist  they  might  not  witness  tbe  scenoi  wBith 
was  ta  take  place  to  tho  disadv^tage  of  thdr 
religion 

2  2 
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*  The  following  day,  the  Ehike  having  pub- 
lished an  order,  that  those,  who  professed  the 
Calvinistic  religion,    should  repair  to  the  town 
hall,  went  himself  in  state,  preceded  by  his  guards, 
and  followed  by  his  whole  court.     A  part  of  the 
regiment  of  Martinengues  at  the  same  time  seized 
on  the  gates  and  public  places ;  the  rest  formed  a 
double  line  in  the  streets,  which  led  to  the  tovn 
ball.     These  preparations,    which    indeed  were 
calculated  to  raise  astonishment,  spread  among 
the  Calvinists  all  that  terror  which  may  easily  be 
conceived ;    there  were  very  few,  who .  did  not 
imagine,  that  the  Duke  intended  to  proceed  to  the 
utmost  extremities,  in  order  to  oblige  them  to 
change  their  religion.     But  if  ^terror  and  confu- 
sion prevailed  among  the  people,  the  leaders  of  the 
party,  who  were  detained  in  the  town  hall,  wtfe 
not  less  agitated  with  alarm. 

The  Duke  having  ordered  silence  to  be  pro- 
claimed^  observed  to  the  assembled  multitude^ 
that  though  he  might,  in  the  first  instance,  have 
been  justified  in  exerting  the  strong  arm  of  sove- 
reign power,  to  oblige  them  to  return  to  the  Ca- 
tholic Church,  he  had  however  condescended  to 
adopt  only  temperate  and  mild  measures;  that 
.  *  ^ « I  I      « I    ■     » I  ■  ■ 
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with  this  Yiew>  remonstrances  and  exhortations 
had  for  four  years  been  unremittingly  employed ; 
tbat  no  possible  method  of  winning  the  most  ob- 
durate heart  had  been  left  imattempted,  to  induct 
them  to  a  voluntary  compliance  with  a  measure^ 
which^  in  every  point  of  view,  was  the  most  ad- 
vantageous to  themselves,  and  that  he  had  himself 
both  in  public  and  in  private,  urged  them  to  adopt 
the  same  conduct;  that  in  truth,  his  efforts  had 
been  by  no  means  unsuccessful;  for  he  had  the 
gratification  of  seeing  the  majority  of  his  subjects 
in  the  province,  reunited  to  the  Catholic  Chur'ch ; 
but  he  now  declared  to  than,  that  he  would  no 
longer  suffer  a  small  portion  of  rebels  and  of  foes 
to  sovereign  authority,  who  remained  deaf  to  the 
exhortations  of  the  Church  and  of  their  Prince, 
to  be  restrained  by  a  mistaken  pomt  of  honour 
from  following  the  example  of  the  others,  and  to 
consign  themselves  to  present  and  eternal  misery ; 
that  he  considered  these  hardened  men  as  the  ene- 
mies of  God  ^  and  of  their  sovereign ;  that  they  had 
been  favoured  with  sufficient  time,  to  deliberate 
on  the  conduct  to  be  adopted;  that  now  th^  were 
required  openly  to  deekre  their  sentiments;  that 
those  who  had  resolved  to  follow  the  religion  of 
their  Prince,  were  to  pass  to  the  right,  and  those 
who  persisted  in  their  obduracy,  should  proceed 
to  the  left. 
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The  Duke  having  fimdied  his  harangue^  the 
Catholics^  who  were  present  exhorted  their  friends 
in  the  most  pressing  terms  to  open  their  eye%,  and 
not  to  ruin  themselves  by  an  unseasonable  obsti-^ 
nacy,  of  v^hich  they  would  be  the  first  to  repent. 
Francis^  who  attended,  and  who  knew  the 
-^tent  of  the  Duke's  designs^  was  extremely 
^rnest  in  hi$  representations  i  to  these  unfortunate 
men,  with  respect  tp  the  important  choice,  which 
they  had  to  make.  Nothing  was  Ho  be  seen  but 
crowds  passing  from  oa^  side  to  the  other;  at 
length  the  greater  number  went  to  the  right  of  the 
Duke ;  while  the  other  party  formed  no  incoosi* 
derable  proportion. 

Th^  Duke  then  resumed  liis  discourse ;  and 
addressing  himself  to  those  on  his  right  hand,  be 
assured  them^  that  he  should  ever  consider  them 
as  his  good  and  faithful  subjects,  and  that  they 
might  expect  any  favour  from  the  affectionate 
regitrd  of  their  sovereign.  Then  turning  to  those, 
who  had  remained  on  his  left  hand,  and  k>6kii^  at 
them  with  eyes  sparkling  with  fire  and  indignation, 
he  said :  ^'  You  are  the  unfortunate  men,  who  in 
my  presence  dare  to  proclaim  yourselves  the  ene- 
mies of  God  and  of  your  sovereign.  Go,  depart 
hence;  I  strip  you  of  your  employments  and  your 
dignities,  and  banish  you  for  ever  from  my  do- 
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minions.  I  would  rather  be  deprived  of  all  mf 
subjects  without  exception^  than  have  such  per^ 
sons  as  you  to  govern,  who  ever  prove  to  me  vL 
source  of  continual  distrust."  At  the  same  time^ 
he  made  a  signal  to  his  guards,  who  drove  them 
ignominious] y  from  his  presence 

In  whatever  light  the  severity  of  the  Duke 
might  appear,  after  mild  means  had  been  resorted 
to  without  effect,  Francis  was  extremely  affected 
at  the  extraordinary  scene.  The  uncommon  mild* 
ness  df  his  disposition,  did  not  permit  him  to  wit- 
ness the  ignortiinious  bainishment  of  these  unfon* 
tunate  sufferers  from  the  presence  of  their,  sove- 
reign, and  their  departure  for  a  melancholy  exilt, 
without  entreating  the  Duke  to  allow  him  that 
day,  in  order  to  reclaim  them  to  their  duty. 

Oii  that  subject  he  Observed,  that  he  knew  the 
Calvinists  well  enough,  to  be  able  to  assure  his 
Rdyal  Highness,  that  tlieir  attachment  to  their 
religion  was  not  s6  great,  a^  to  induce  them  to 
abandon  a  Certain  establishment,  in  the  hope  of 
finding  a  casual  and  dependent  support;  that  as 
they  all  were  established  in  Chablais,  very  little 
invitation  would  induce  them  not  to  leave  their 
propi^rty,  and  wander  about  among  those  of  their 
party,  without  situations,  without  homes,  exposed 
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to  every  species  of  privation;  that  thus,  if  his 
Highness  would  consent  to  his  proposal^  he  hoped 
before  the  end  of  the  day  to  make  a  considerable 
impression  on  those,  who  had  displayed  such  ap- 
parent firmness, 

The  Duke  who  had  resorted  with  much  regret 
to  the  measinres  of  severity,  which  have  been  de- 
scribed^ allowed  him  to  act  as  he  pleased ;  and 
Francis  had  the  happiness,  before  the  close  of  the 
day,  of  persuading  the  greater  number  to  coaiply 
with  the  wishes  of  the  Prince.  A  very  small  pro- 
portion of  those,  who  believed  themselves  pos- 
sessed of  greater  firmness,  than  they  afterwards 
displayed,  abandoned  Chablais,  and  retired  io 
Nion,  on  the  other  side  of  the  lake. 

But  it  is  more  easy  to  undergo  severe  and  im- 
mediate punishment,  than  to  languish  in  sufferings 
of  a  less  rigorous  nature.  The  exiles  of  Chablais, 
who  had  flattered  themselves  with  a  hope^  that 
the  sight  of  their  distress  and  their  repeated  soli- 
citations would  engage  the  Swiss  and  the  citizens 
of  Geneva,  to  take  arms  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
establishing Calvinism  in  Chablais,  had  no  sooner 
perceived  that  there  existed  in  those  parts  no  in- 
tention of  coming  to  a  rupture  with  the  Duke, 
and  that  they  were  considered  as  extremely  bur- 
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densome^  than  they  wrote  to  Francis,  even  before 
the  departure  of  his  Highness  from  Thonon,  and 
desired  him  to  procure  their  return  and  the  restoi* 
ration  of  their  effects,  which  had  been  confiscated^ 
Francis  easily  obtained  these  favours;  theexilef 
returned,  and  were  well  received  by  the  Prince. 

Thus  were  the  inhabitants  of  Chablais  reunited 
in  the  profession  of  the  same  faith;  and  the 
Duke  bestowed  his  whole  care  on  settling  afiuirs 
upon  so  secure  a  basis^  that  a  change  might  be 
rendered  altogether  impracticable.  With  this 
view  he  placed  in  different  situations  very  strong 
garrisons,  to  prevent  the  emissaries  of  Geneva 
from  exciting  commotions.  He  gave  orders,  tbaf 
the  parish  churches  should  be  rebuilt ;  he  provided 
for  the  subsistance  of  the  pastors  and  of  a  consi- 
derable number  of  able  missionaries,  who  were  te 
reside  several  years  in  the  province.  He  allotted, 
a  foundation  to  establish  the  college  of  Jesuits  at 
Thonon,  of  which  mention  has  already  been  made. 
Finally,  he  omitted  nothing,  that  could  prevent 
the  return  of  Calvinism  into  Chablais  and  the 
three  bailiwicks. 

But  what  rendered  this  enlightened  Prince  de- 
serving of  the  highest  commendation,  was  the 
regular  conduct  which  he  exhibited,  as  well  as  the 
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whole  of  his  court,  during  the  six  weeks^  which 
be  spent  at  Thonon^  and  the  great  example  of 
ptety^  which  be  gai^e.  As  he  was  conyiaced^  that 
the  example  of  a  sovereign  has  more  wei^t  in 
producing  coBviction,  than  anj  actions  however 
splendid^  he  was  careful  frequently  to  approach 
to  the  sacraments  ;  he  assisted  at  the  sermons  and 
.  public  prayers^  with  a  d^ree  of  assiduity  and  re- 
verence, which  so^*Bed  the  most  obdurate  hearts ; 
and  he  distributed  such  abundant  alms^  that  the 
whole  province  felt  the  effects  of  his  charity,  long 
after  his  departure. 

WhcB  policy  is  suppported  by  piety  and  reii- 
'gion,  there  is  no  object,  which  it  may  not  accom- 
{ilish.  An  instance  of  this  has  here  been  given  in 
the  peaceable  re'establishment  of  the  Catholic 
Mligion  in  Cbablais;  and  it  will  be  followed  with 
inanv  others,  which  will  be  recorded  in  tlie  en- 
Miiiig  part  of  this  history. 
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.  jTrOUBLES  in  Italy,  whicb  oblige  the  Duke 
of  Savoy  to  leave  ChablaUf.  and  repass  tbe  Alp8«.«.The 
Bishop  of  Qeneya  forms  thedesign^  of  asking  for  St.  Francis 
of  Sales  to  be  bis>  qoadjutor  and.  successor  ••••He  proposes 
it  to  Francis ;  who  declines  the  dignity  with  a  degree  of 
finxtness,  which  has  few  examples ;  he  at  length  consents 
to  it,  in  order  not  to  resist  the  will  of  God,... He  departs 
^for  Rome....Singular  and  dangerous  adventure  on  the 
(oady  that  gives  great  lustre  to  his  virtue....He  arrives  at 
!{lome,  and  is  ex^rem^ely  well  received.by  the  Cardinals  and 
by  the  Pope«..,His,Holiness  determines  to  examine  him  io 
person,. in  ih^  presence  of  a  gceat  number  of  Cardinals  and 
Prelates... .He  answi^rs  at  his  examination  with  such  ^bi<* 
lity,  .as  attracts  the  esteem  of  the  court  of  Rome..4.Com- 
maendations  given  to  him  by  the  Pope.... The  Cardinals 


Bellarmin,  Barbnius  and  Borghese,  honour  him  with  their 
friend8hip...«He  ohtains  hy  their  influence  all  the  bulls, 
which  he  wished   for  the  perfect  re-establishment  of  the 
Catholic  Religion  in  Chablais....He  returns  to  Turin  by 
Loretto....He  communicates  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,   the 
bulls  which  h^  had  obtaine4  frf  oi  the  Pqpe..>.The  military 
ordert  of  St.  Maurice  and  St.  Lazarus  oppose  the  execu- 
tion of  these  briefs.. ..St.  Francis  of  Sales  at  lens:th  obtains 
from  the  Duke  of  Savoy  all  the  necessary  orders  to  carry 
them  into  eft'ect....The  war  which  Henry  IV.  is  obliged  to 
wage  against  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  for  the  restoration  of  the 
Marquisate  of  Salucca,  raises  great  obstacles  to  the  ex- 
ecution of  his  laudtable  designs!.  J.Gr^aft  dangers  to  wh^ch 
the  Catholic  Religion  is  exposed  during  this  war.. ..Zeal, 
vigilance  and  firmness,  which  St.  Francis  of  Sales  displays 
on  this  occasion... .He  is  taken  prisoner,  apd  released  with 
honour.. ..Peace  is  made,   and  his  bulls  are  executed  to 
their  whole  extent... .He  undertakes  a  journey  to  the  court 
of  France,  to  obtain  from  Henry  IV.  the  re-estahiifthment 
of  the  Catholic  Religion  in  the  bailiwick  of  Gex.... Great 
difficulties,  which  he  encounters  iit  the  execution  of  thiv 
project.. ..He  surmounts  them  by  his  pradenee  and  his 
zeal.. ..Great  esteem  in  which  he  i»  held  at  Paris  and  at  the 
court.. ..He  is  accused, of  having  undertaken  the  journey, 
to  renew  the  conspiracy  of  the  Mareehal  de  Biron.... Firm- 
ness and  confidence  in  God,  which  he  displays  on  this  oc- 
casion....The  manner  in  which  he  justifi«»  himself  in  the 
mind  of  the  king.. ..This  grea^  ^ot^reign  rodeubles  hw 
esteem  for  him....  Advantageous  offers,  which  heordien  tf^ 
be  made  to  him,  to  detain  him  in  FFancev..«€h(eat  exam- 
ples which  he  gives  of  genepomty  and  disintarestedness.,.. 
He   preaches   at   courl^  and   before  the    kinj*   witir   the 
greatest  applause.... RemarkabW    conversions    which    he 
kes  at  Paris  and  at  court. ...H^  obtains  from  the  kin^ 
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the  re-establiflhinent  of  theCatholic  Religioa  in  the  baili- 
wick of  Gex...He  departs  in  order  to  proceed  to  Annecy.««» 
He  is  informed  on  the  road  of  the  death  of  the  Bishop  of 
Geneva.. ..The  very  pious  manner,  in  which  he  prepares 
himself  for  the  ceremony  of  his  consecration.. ..Rules  of 
life  which  he  laid  down  for  himself,  and  which  he  observed 
to  the  end  of  his  days  with  inviolable  fidelity. 
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HILE  the  transactions,  which  have  been 
recorded,  were  taking  place  on  thk 
side  of  the  Alps,  the  situation  of  the  transalpine 
affairs  appeared  likely  to  lead  to  considerable  com- 
motions.  Ail  the  princes  of  Italy,  ready  to  com- 
mence hostilities  against  each  other,  were  begin- 
nii^  to  disturb  the  profound  peace,  which  they 
bad  so  long  eigoyed,  and  which  it  is  their  pecu- 
Uar  interest  to  preserve. 

f  The  cao^  of  this  graeral  commotion,  was 
the  refusal  of  Clement  Ytll.  to  grant  to  Cesar  o# 
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Est^  the  investiture  of,  Feriura,  and  the  reunion 
of  that  city  to  the  Holy  See.  The  princes,  who 
were  allied  to  the  house  of  Est,  espoused  its 
cause.  The  Pope  was  aot  destitute  of  partisans. 
ThQ  ftaipes  of  war  sprea^  in  every  direetioD;  and 
this  posture  of  afiairs  obliged  the  Duke  of  Savoy, 
whose  presence  would  .have  been  for  some  time 
longer  indispensable  in  Chablais,  to  repass  the 
Alps  without  delay.  Italy  was  thus  agitated, 
for  a  certain  period  of  time  with  considerable 
commotions. 

*  But  while  aifairs  were  returning  to  the 
former  state  of  tranquillity,  an  evetit  took  placed 
which  gave  Francis  a  greater  share  of  uneksiness, 
than  .he  had  ever  experienced  in  a0y  part  ofhi» 
life.  ,  He  had  quitted  Chablais,  a»  hia  presence 
was  no  longer  necessary  in  that  province ;.  and 
had  proceeded  to  Anoecy,  to  give  an  account  to 
the  Bishop  of  Geneva  of  the  manner  in^bicb  the 
Mders  of  the  Duke  and  of  his  Lordship  had  been 
executed.  He  had  no  sooner  performed*  this  ofr 
iice  with  his  usual  exactness,  than  the  prelate^ 
who  had  long ,  entertained  the  design  of  making 
him  his  coadjutpr,  and  bad  ascertaiii^  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Duke  of  Savoy  on  the  subject,  now 
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. f}eterinmed  to  make  tp  him  the  proposal  indue 
fornn.^  Having  thierefore  listened  ^ith  atjtention 
to  his  report  concerning  the  affairs  of  Chablais^ 
lie  said  in  fais  turn>  that  he  must  be  full  \vell 
aware;  that  his  great  age  and  infirmities^  which 
were  daily  growing'  upon  himy  precluded  all  posr 
sibility  of  action^  at  a  period  when  his  diocese^ 
augmented  by  the  addition  of  a  province^  de- 
manded more  activity  and  vigilance/  than  during 
^ny  part  of  his  administration;  that  he  could 
110  longer  govern^  without  calling  in  assistance, 
ai|d  that  he  had  looked,  up  to  him  as  a  person  pro- 
per to  be  his  coadjutor  and  successpr;  t|iat  he 
had  no  doubt  that  his  humility  would  lead  him  to 
juppose  himself  unworthy  of  the  ehfurge^  but 
that  «uch  a  disposition  would  be  a  direc.t  proof  of 
Iiis  merit  and  qualifications ;  that  lie  would  not 
«xi^e  the  offer  to  another  but  vt^ith  hesitation  and 
.trembling;  that^  a^  to  him>  he  was  vvell  assured^ 
4^  would  fill  the  episcopal. chair  with  credit  and 
movih;  that  he  b^ged  him  to  do  such  a  service 
.fpr^'his  Bishop^  or  rather  for  Jesus  Christy  who 
1^  ohoaen  him  for  the  purpose,  and  who  spoke 
to  him  by  the  mouth  ^f  his  prelate ;  and  he  con- 
jured him  to  deliver  his  father  in  Christ,  from 
that  anxiety,  which  he  felt,  when  the  pressure  of 
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age  and  infirmitj  dqirived  him  bf  the  powc^  of 
satisfyii^  the  obligations  of  his  exalted  station. 

It  is  easj  to  ealcukte^  what  must  baye  been  the 
surprise  of  a  man^  possessed  of  the  humility  of 
Francis.  The  multiplicity  and  confusion  of  his 
thoughts  at  first  stopped  his  utterance;  but  at 
length  resuming  the  usual  calmness  of  his  soul^ 
he  replied^  that  he  was  extremely  obliged  for  the 
intended  faTOur ;  that  nothing  could  be  added  to 
the  gratitude^  which  he  felt  for  the  obligation ; 
that  an  oflfer  was  made  to  him>  of  a  dignity, 
which  all  the  world  admire^  which  some  coyel;, 
but  which  the  greatest  number  do  not  suffici- 
ently dread;  that  as  to  himself  he  was  fully 
impressed  with  the  persuasion^  that  fhis  Jn^rdm 
far  from  being  an  object  of  desire,  would  he 
dreadful  even  to  angels;  that  he  could  not  but 
observe  an  infinite  disproportion  betwe^i  his  own 
qualifications  and  the  episcopal  dignity ;  that  h^ 
knew  himself  better  than  others  could  know  bim ; 
that  therefore  he  conjured  his  venerable  prelate  to 
look  out  for  some  other  person,  more  worthy  than 
himself  of  this  exalted  dignity. 

The  Bishop  of  Geneva,  who  had  expected  this 
refusal,  was  likewise  prepared  with  a  proper  an- 
swer.    He  accordingly  replied,  that  as  any  man 
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would  be  guilty  of  rashness^  in  believing  himself 
possessed  of  virtue  enough  ta  engage  in  a  ouni|itiy 
so  holy  as  the  episcopacy^  he  agreed  with  him 
that  it  would  ever  be  the  safeist  plan  to  decline  the 
dignity ;  but  that  he  ought  to  allow .  on  the  other 
side^  that  there  would  be  a  great  d^ee  of  cen* 
suritble  obstinacy  in  persisting  in  a  refusal^  when 
there  is  a  well  founded  reason  to  suppose^  that 
God  designs  to  place  a  person  in  such  a  situation; 
that  in  this  instance  he  could  not  r^.ulate  his 
conduct  by  a  better  model  than  that  of  Moyses 
himself^  the  holy  leader  of  the  people  of  God, 
who  at  first  declined  so  great  a  commission^  but 
afterwards  accepted  it;  that  the  refusal  proceeded 
ifVom  his  huoiility^  and  the  subsequent  aqcepta- 
tion  from  his  submission  to  th^  orders,  of  God; 
that  unquestionably  there  would  be  presumption 
in  engaging  without  fear  in  an  employment  at- 
iended  with  such  difficulties;  but  there  would  be 
pride  in  refusing  to  ob^  the  orders  of  Goij^  who 
called  him  to  perform  the  fui^^ion;  that  in  con- 
sideration of  his  weakness  on  one  side  he  de- 
dined  the  employment  in  questicm;  but  that  on 
the  other^  with  full  reliance  on  th^  Almigbtj 
power  of  Hinv  who  commanded  hiiQ  to  takeit^ 
he  should  submit  to  the  arduous  task^  that  all 
the  Saints  had  ever  followed  this  conduct,  and 
that  he  would  expose  himself  to  take  a  very  wrong 
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directioo^  if  he  should  venture  to  deviate  from 
their  example ;  that  he  approved  of  his  conduct 
in  not  presenting  himself  for  the  purpose^  in  not 
soliciting  the  dignity^  in  even  declining  it  in  the 
first  instance ;  but  that  he  could  not  persist  in  hti 
refusal,  without  thwarting  the  call  of  God ;  that 
to  convince  him  fully  of  the  truth  of  this  assertion, 
he  felt  himself  obliged  to  inform  him,  that  he  had 
not  determined  upon  this  choice,  hut  after  the 
coolest  consultation  with  all  the  most  able  and 
virtuous  persons,  within  the  circle  of  his  ac- 
quaintance; that  he  had  often  consulted  God 
himself,  and  that  he  had  never  done  it^  without 
feeling  himself  confirmed  and  invigorated  in  his 
purpose;*  that  the  clergy  and  the  people  desired 
to  have  him  for  their  pastor ;  that  his  sovereign 
wished  it  with  extreme  ardour;  that  after  this, 
there  surely  could  not  remain  a  shadow  of  doubt 
concerning  the  will  of  God  on  the  subject j,  and 
that  he  was  conscientiously  obliged  to  yield  to  86 
many  marks  of  a  Divine  vocation.. 

Francii  replied,'  that  with  all  the  light  which 
Ins  Lordship  possessed  on  the  importance  of  the 
episcopal  dignity,  it  could  not  ]^  a  matter  of 
doubt,  that  his  venerable  father  attributed  to  him 


f  ■ 
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every  good  quality, '  which  xah 'eiiable  a  Bisliop 
to  attain  salvation  in  80  suUiiM>'i  state;  but 
that  as  to  his  own  opinion^  he  was  convinced  of 
the  contrary;  that  he  perceived  clearly^  that  he 
possessed  not  one  of  those  qualities  necessary  to 
form  the  character  of  a  good  Bishop ;  and  though 
some  of  ,the  requisite  endowments  might  be 
ascribed*  to  him,  he  should  ever  feel  it  a  duty  to 
decline  the  exalted  charge ;  that  having  embraced 
the  ecclesiastical  state^  he  in  truth  considered 
himself  obliged  to  labour  for  the  salvation  of  his 
neighbour^  but  that  there  existed  a  still  greater 
obligation^  not  to  form  any  engagement^  which 
could  obstruct  his  own ;  that  we  had  been  doomed 
to  witness  but  too  many  examples  of  those^  who 
having  appeared  as  distinguished  models  of  viftue, 
in  the  obscurity  of  private  life,  had  afterwatds 
been  raised  to  the  first  dignities  of  the  Cbtlrch, 
and  had  been  suddenly  transformed  into  crth^ 
men;  that  becoming  men  with  men,  they  had 
*  abandoned  themselves  to  the  vanity  of  honours 
and  of  worldly  riches  ;  that  these  awful  examples 
impressed  him  with  4error,  and  that  hence  he 
could  not  help  drawing  an  inevitable  conclusim, 
that  the  temptations,  which  are  in  a  tuatmer  an- 
nexed to  these  great  dignities,  are  of  a  dreadful 
description,  since  they  thus  shake  the  strongest 
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•ouHflj  as  the  bigh  winds  soinetinies  blow  down 
tb6  firmest  buiMings. 

'*  However/'  replied  the  Bishop^  *'  there  is  no 
situation  in  the  Churchy  which  has  produced 
more  Saints^  than  the  episcopal  station ;  we  must 
therefore  conclude^  either  that  you  exaggerate 
the  dangers^  '■  which  are  there  to  be  founds  or  that 
God  bestows  graces  on  those^  whom  he  calls  to  it^ 
which  are  powerful  enough  to  surmount  the  ex- 
isting difficulties/* 

Francis  replied^  that  the  number  of  those^  who 
had  lost  themselves  in  the  episcopal  station  was 
greater  than  that  of  the  others ;  that  he  could  not 
overcome  the  alarms^  which  these  terrible  ex- 
waple^  inspired ;  and  that  he  conjured  him  by  the 
flriendshipj  with  which  he  had  always  honoured 
him^  to  think  no  more  of  the  subject^  but  to 
leave  to  Divine  Providence  the  care  of  providing 
his -successor. 

*  The  Bilhop  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  urge 
the  matter  farther  at  that  time;  he  desired  him 
.only  to  consider  the  subject  more  coolly^  and  to 
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fteeommeod  tlie  v9ho]e  business  to  God,  as  he  him- 
self was  going  to  pray^  in  order  timt  the  DiTMie 
will  might' be  made  known.  He  however  admired 
his  profoiind  humility,  and  the  great  difference 
between  tlte  Spirit  of  God  and  that  of  the  world; 
and  he  wished  more  ardcntlv  to  erercome  his  mo- 
desty,  in  proportion  ai  it  appeared  invincible.  He 
spoke  on  the  subject  to  all  those^  whom  he  knew 
to  possess  any  ascendant  ever  the  mind  of  the 
horable  priest.  They  spared  no  pains  to  induce 
him  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  Ins 'Bishop. 
But  so  ulisuccessful  were  their  endeavours,  that 
they  soon  found,  that  he  had  retired  to  the- Castle 
of  Sales,  ta  avoid  their  solicitations. 

*  The  Bishop  of  Geneva  followed  him  thither; 
and  uniting  his  solicitations  to  those  of  the  Count 
and  Countess  of  Sales,  he  made  in  ednjtuiction 
with  them  the  most  powerful  effoffta  to  overcome 
hifr  resolution.  Those  who  arepwikessed  of  the 
mild  dispositions  of  Francis,  are  g0nera%  not 
the  most  firm  in  their  purposes;  the  condescension 
with  which  they  are  accustomed  to  treat  others, 
deprives  them  almost  of  the  power  of  refusal, 
when  the  object  of  the  request  is  in  their  own 
hands,  and  there  appears  no  harm  in  their  com* 
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piknce.  The  Bishop  of  Geoera^  tbe  OnwI  and 
Goontess  of  SftleSj  were  the  three  persons  10  fiie 
world  for  whom  Francis  entertMned  the  hi^est 
sentiments  of  respect  and  deference  ;>  ^iit  he  hi^ 
noured  his  God  more  than  his  most  mtmnite 
friends ;  and  tapcessed  with  His  ftar  and  His 
love^  he  was  incapable^  for  any  consideration 
whaterer^  to  expose  bimssif  to  the  least  danger 
of  ofiendtng  Him.  Besides  as  the  extreme  mild* 
ness  which  formed  the  leading  feature  of  his  €^ha- 
racter^  was  less  constitutional^  than  the  effect'  ^ 
virtue,  be  was  by  no  means  destitute  of  a  coiis^ 
derable  share  of  firmness.  Many  instances  of 
this  have  already  been  recorded,  and  many  otbers 
may  be  remarked  in  the  following  parts  of  this 
history.  In  Tain  therefore  did  the  Bishop  of 
Gknera  ktve  r^oucse  to  the  Count  and  Coim- 
tess  of  Sales  to*  obl%e  him  to  accept  of  the  coadjn- 
torship  of  ^Geneva;  Francis,  convinced  timt  this 
digntty  was  far  above  his  strength  and.  Ins  virtue 
continued  to  decline  it  with  unshaken  firmness. 

At  length  the  Bishop,  who  was  determined  to 
bring  this  afiair  to  a  successful  close,  applied  to 
the  Duke  of  Savoy,  and  requested  him  to  issue  a 
writ,  appointing  Francis  his  coadjutor.  This 
was  obtained  without  difficulty;  the  Duke  had 
already  destined  him  to  fill  that  See,  in  the  eveiit 
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of  the  demisf^  of  the  Bishop.  The  'good  prdalj^ 
hnvi Ag  f eecfiVed  tfaiis^  imtrumeat^  wbiefa  "wasmeMs^ 
sary  to*the  executiofi  of  his  design^  sent  it  to  him 
hy  iL*  clergyman  off 'coiididerable  merit;  for  whom 
Pratoci»  entertained  a  high  esteem.  H^  ordered 
him  at  the  same  time  to^  induce  Francis  io  accept 
it  I  and-  if  he  should  iuil  in  his  -solidtationsy  to 
eomtnatid  his  aco^ainie^  under  pain«<of  dicicdie^^ 
dience.     •*•»'.■'  ^  '*•.• :.         •!?»!.     -in  u\  •■* . .v 


♦  ■  ■  •  .  1      1    ■  • 


!   nr.irA^ 


•  •  ^he  ^lergymaii  -  acquitted  himsielf  of-  the  comi 
thiirsioni'  wrth^thfe  spirit  of  a  man/jWho  iras  dbtei^ 
mitaed  io  Succeed;  he  employed  BX^tMekr-^ 
aiithdrity  of  the  fathers,  and  theexamplen  ^of  the 
Saints^  to  enforce*  his*  submission/  Francis  al- 
leged thisi.want  of  ciipacity  and  of  f  virtue >requlnfe 
fdf  the  charge;  ^  when  hts  adviser Itold  bini'tiiat^lii 
had  a  positive  ord^r  from  the  Bilhop,  t^MoMaad 
hts/acceptance  'O^f  the  wi^it^  under  pain  of  ditobe** 
di^ce;  and  he  Conjured  him  to  j4eld 'at  length  te 
sueh  vidibie  and'  convincing  taarks  of  it  Divine 
vocation. 


« .  . 


*  At  these  words^  his  extreme  repugnance  was 
overpowered  hy  the  authority  of 'the  Church  and 
even  of  Christ  himself,  with  which  b^  kneVir  hii 
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Bisbop  to  be  invested ;  he  tiiercfore  thoftiglit  aD 
farther  Testtteoee  to  be  fr«H(lje$s]ibat  befiirebe 
gave  his  final  consenty  he  coaaid^ped  it  a  dutjr  to 
cofititit;  God  in  prayer.  He  went  to  the  Church, 
and  lay  prostrate  before  the  holy  ^acrameid;;  iiere 
be  spent  a  considerable  tinie^  shedding  a^  torrent 
of  teara.- .  It  .won Id  hie  difficult,  to  degciibe  the 
trduMe  sind  agitation  of  his  soul,  prepared  laa  be 
was  at  one  moment  to  give  his  consent^  and  tjbeii 
alarmed  by  the  apprehension  of  dangers^  to  which 
he  waa  afraid  bis  virtue  . might  yield.  At  lei^h 
God  restored  him  to  brs  former  tr«anqQillity;:  and 
eonsidering  this  peace  of  mind  lis  a  proof  that  it 
iras  required  <if  faim  to  submit^  he  returned  to 
the  clergyman^  and  commis^ned  him  to  telVtfae 
Bishop  of  Geneva,  that  bad  hii^  own  judgment 
been  tollowed^^-be  jhouldthave  filled  the  last  place 
in  tlie  house  of  the  Lord;  that  he  had  been  in  a 
manner'  forced  to  accept  the  pi^ovestsbip  of  Ge^ 
«evia;  that  this  dignity  was  but'  too  far  above. Ub 
slendeir  sAare  of  !virtue^  without  bding  constr^oed 
to  accept  a  higher  station,  of  which  cons^ifttontly 
he  was  more  unworthy ;  that  he  yielded,  however, 
on  this  occasion,  not  to  man,  but  to  Grod  himaelf, 
with  whose  authority  his  Bishop  ^was  inveated ; 
and  that  be  protested,  that  from  Him  ^  atone  he 
received  this  dignity;  that  he  begged  tbe  Al- 
mighty to  pardon   bis  spiritual    father   for    the 
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choice  which  he  had  made  of  so  unworthy  a  sub- 
ject^  und^  as  to  himself,  not  to  impute  to  hun, 
the  fiiultSj  which  his  incapacity  would  doubtless 
occasion  in  so  sublime  and  arduous  an  employ*- 
ment^ 

But  the  Bishop  was  so  far  from  entertaining 
any  apprehensions  of  this  nature^  that^  on  receiv- 
ing the  news  of  his  aceeptatioB,  he  publicly  said : 
'^  that  he  had  never  done  any  good  in  his  life  but 
by  his  choice  of  Francis  of  Sales  for  his  successor." 
It  would  be  difficult  to  describe  the  public  joj:, 
when  it  was  known^  that  this  truly  apostolic  man 
was  named  coadjutor  of  Geneva.  The  transact 
tions  in  Chablais  had  acquired  him  so  much 
esteem^  and  the  extreme  mildness  of  his  character 
had  conciliated  so  many  friends^  that  the  nomina- 
tion of  any  other  to  succeed  to  the  See  of  Geneva, 
would  have-  disappointed  the  expectations  of  the 
public.  It  may  safely  be  pronounced^  that  a  pre- 
late of  his  distinguished  merits  and  of  his  eminent 
sanctity,  was  wanting  to  support  the  cause  of 
the  Catholic  religion,  which  had  so  lately  been 
re-established  in  that  quarter.  And  indeed  no 
sooner  was  it  known  at  Geneva,  that  Francis 
was  named  to  succeed  to  the  Bishopric,  than  all 
hopes  were  lost  of  re-establishing  Calvinism  in 
Chablais. 
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But  the  scntimeuts  of. Fiaooi's  wert^  Vi^ry  diffe- 
rent from- those  of  the  public.  He  had  ao  sooner 
g'lveaJiis  comeut^  than  be  was  ovonvhelirfediwitb 
the  deepest  affliction^  which  he  bad  ever  experi- 
enced in  his  whole  life.  Incessantly  was  he  en* 
gaged  in  considering  the  new  situation  in  which 
he  was  going  to  embark;  and  though  it  wquld 
have  been  impossible  to  disengage  himself  from 
his  promise^  the  dangers  appeared  to  him  not  less 
imminent.  He  seemed  to  himself  to  be  at  the 
point  of  being  exposed  to  t^ie  horrors  of  a  bois- 
terous Gfeaj,  in  which  he  foresaw,  a  thousand  dangers 
of  shipwreek^  and  in  which  (le  fear^  pth^rs^ 
which  he  was  unable  to  foresee;  ajad  in  the  bit- 
terness of  his  hearty  he  was  sometimes  insensibly 
led  to  exclaim  with  a  I(md  voic^ :  Save  us^  O  Lord, 
we  are  'perishing.  Those  who  went  to  offer  their 
congratulations^  were  astonished  to  witness  bis 
deep  affliction ;  and  as  they  ventured  to  express 
ibeir  surprise^  he  said  with  much  feeling :  ''  Als^! 
it  was  assuredly  enough  to  have  to  answer  for  mj 
own  soul^  without  undertaking  the  charge  of  so 
m^ny  others^  of  whom  God  will  demand  0^  i^e 
sD  terrible  an  account,"*  At.  length  the  lively  ap- 
prehension of  the  dasgers^.to  which  b^  believed 

he  wasL  to  be  expo$ed>  produced  such  ;a  powerful 

.  • .  \  ■  ,    • 

*  Aug.  of  Sules,  ibid. 
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ettect,  that  lie  entirely  lost  all  repose ; .  want  of  rest 
heated  his  bloody  and  occasioned  a  Wolent  fever^ 
the  strength  ^f  which^  increased  by  the  trouble 
and  agitation  of  his  mindj  soon  btought  his  life 
into  imminent  danger. 

The  Countess  of  Sales^  who  loved  him  with  the 
most  tender  affection^  was  inconsolable  at  the 
thought  of  having  contributedj  as  she  imagined, 
to  obtain  that  fatal  consent^  which  was  now  likely 
to  cost  him  his  life.  All  his  friends  were  not  less 
afflicted  at  the  unexpected  calamity.  Such  fair 
hopes  had  been  formed  of  a  choice^  in  which  the 
hand  of  God  so  visibly  appeared^  that  no  conso^^ 
lation  could  alleviate  a  loss  which  seemed  irrer 
parable. 

Francis  on  the  contrary^  derived  comfort  friMn 
that  circumstance^  which  excited  the  sorrow  of 
his  friends.  Tlie  peace  of  his  soul  increased  with 
the  violence  of  his-disorder;  and  his  confidence 
in  God  was  never  greater^  than  when  all  hopes  of 
jhis  life  had  vanished., 

■     '        .  ■      ■  -        .■••;. 

But  God j  who  had  destiofd  him  for  great 
things^  was  graciously  pleased^  to  prolong  a  life^ 
which  was  to  p^ove.ao  holy  and  so  useful  to  his 
Church«     The  violence  of  hU  disorder  now  began 
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to  abate;  and  being  naturally  of  a  robust  coostL* 
iution^  h^  soon  regained  hid  usual  strength.    •  Th^ 
fiffst  u^,  which  he  niade  of  returniiig  heaJtfa^  was 
to  repair  to  Amiecy>  to  wait  on  the  Bishop  of 
Geneva^  who  was  himself  extremely  indisptoeed^ 
in  consequence  of  the  affliction  occasioned  by  the 
danger^  that  threatened  the  life  of  Fraaek.     His 
arrival  contributed  more  than  any  medical  advice^ 
to  restore  the  aged   prelate  to  complete  health. 
Francis  no  sooner  obserred  him  it^heiaa  situation 
to  listen  to  bis  complaints^  than  be  addressed  him 
in  the  mcrst  feeling  manner.  >  He  told  him^  thatbe 
had  always  looked;^up  to  him^  as  his  fiather  and 
his  protector;  that  notwithstandmg^  he  had  expe* 
rienced  from  him  more  real   injury^    tiian    the 
united  efforts  of  all  his  enemies  were  able  to  m* 
flict;  that  his  venerable  Bishop  had  pverwbelmed 
him  with  the  vmght  of  bis  authority^  ti^t  he  had 
offered  real  violence^  and  bad  forced  hin>  t»  give 
a  reluctant  cmiseiit  to  a  thii^^  for  which  he  fttt 
the  greatest  possible  repugnance,  and  of  which  he 
must  well  know  him  to  be  unworthy ;  that  if  he 
had  not  thought  it  a  duty,  to  shew  compitssion  to 
bis  weakness,  he  at  least  should  have  been  re- 
strained by  the  view  of  the  dreadful  aocbimt^ 
which  he  would  have  to  give  for  having  seleoteil 
a  subject  so  unworthy  of  the  episicopal'diai^. 
He  observed  to  him,  that  tbepe  was  yet  time  te 
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repair  tlie  fauH;  and  he  conjured  biiti  with  ih& 
noiost  artless  sinceritj  and  ieildefness'to  recall  the 
writ,  and  to  allow  him  to  retract  the  conscwt^'- 
which  he  bad  so  reluctantly  given. 


■  /  '■ 


The  venerable  old  Bishop  answered  his  com* 
plaints  only  by  embracing^  him^  and  adding  his 
exhortations  to  place  all  his  confidence  in  Ood, 
who  having  called  him  to  the  episcopal  charge,  in 
a  manner^  which  l^t  no  doubt  respecting  the 
divine  will^  would  not  refuse  the  graces  necessary 
to-  form  a  holy  prelate.  He  urged  hinl  to  innkc; 
up  his  mind  at  once  on  the  subject ;  obsevvingy 
that  it  is  unquesticSiably  true;  that  we  en  do 
nothing  of  ourselves^  but  that  we  caa  do  ^vtfy 
thing  in  Him^  who  strengthens  us.  He  addtd> 
that  so  far  from  recalling  the  writ«  and' allowing 
him  to  retract  bis  consent,  he  had  infonkied  the 
Pope  of  the  choice  which  bad  been  made ;  thjUt  be 
had  no  doubt  of  his  approbation;'  and  be  re* 
quested  him  to  make  the  earliest  arrangements;,  to 
depart  for  Rome^  in  order  to  complete  this  affair. 

Thus  Francis  unable  to  succeed  in  his  wishes^ 
yitMed  to  the  will  of  God^  whom  he  believed  to 
speak '  by  •  the  mouth  of  his  Bishop.  He  departed 
seme  days  after;  but  the/  Bti^op  of  Geneva,  who 
apprriiended  that  he  might  obtain  from  the  Pope> 

VOL.  I.  B  b 
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a  release  from  the  chargie/  which  be  «o  niuch 
dreaded^  desired  that  he  might  be  accompanied 
by  his  own  nephew^  who  was  a  Canon  of  Geneva, 
and  his  Vicar  General.     And  here  the  disinterest- 
edness of  the  uncle  and  of  the  nephew  cannot  be 
too  much  admired.     It  is  <^>brfain^  that  the  Bishop 
of  Geneva  might  have  chosen,  bis  nephew  to 
sQcCeed  him;  and  as  he  \tlis  a  man  of  cfmsiderable 
mierit^   and  had  governed  the  diocese  under  his 
uncle^  for  along  period^  with  great  success,  the 
Duke  of.  Savoy  and  tlie  Pope-  would  not  have  ob- 
je^ited  to  ihenominatioli.     But  on  this  important 
occasion,  he  consulted  not  the  suggestions  of  flesh 
and  blood ;  and  knowing  Frtneis  to  be  a  man  of 
superior  merit,  he  without  hesitation  gave  bim  the 
preference.     The  m^f^hew  tm  his  side  bad  virtue 
enough,  not  only  to  refrain  from  all  complaint, 
but  to  undertake  the  task  of  makii^  those  solici* 
tations,  which  were  to  eAsure  the  appointment  df 
Francis  as  his  superior,  when  he  faimHelf  might 
have  obtained  the  situation. 


They  were  both  well  aware,  that  in  the  ar- 
rangement of  worldly  employments  and!  places  of 
trust,  regard  may  be  had  to  consanguinity  luid 
family  alliance ;  but  that  in  filling  an  '  office 
which  is  of  divine  appfointlnent^  and  of  a-  nature 
altf^^her  divine,   God  done  and  the  <%ulilitias 
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which  Hte  demands^  are  fo  be  Ihfe  snl^ecfs  of  con- 
sideration; that  thosje  only  ure  to  begdecf^'fbr 

that  sublime  station^  whotii  it  is  probable  He  has 

•  •  • 

chosen,  the  humble  and  ihc  <?hftrit4ble,  those  who 
arc  distinguished  for  piety  animated  hy  linirtwledgt^, 
and  for  knowledge  enlightened  by  piety ;  those 
who  display  in  their  conduct  firm  aiid  undafinted 
courage^  and  particularly  an  ardent  zeal  for  th^. 
saWation  of  souls ;  isince  without  this  latter 
qu?^lity,  all  the  other  \irtiK*s^  which  fdrm  the 
character  of  a  prelate^  are  lifeless  and  inanimkte: 
It  is  by  these  marks,  we  ar^to  distinguish 41  divine 
vocation^  and  to  discover  those  subjects,  whom 
God  has  destined  for  the  episcopal  charge.  -  This 
was  the  criterion,  which  guid^the  judgtnent  of 
the  Bishop  of  Geneva^  and  determined  hioK^o 
prefer  Francis  to  his  own  nephew;  a  truly  Chris- 
tian and  disinterested  conduct^  which  cannilt  be 
too  highly  applauded^  or  too  faithfully  copied. 

But  while  the  yenerable  Bishop,  filled  with 
that  holy  joy,  which  is  invariably  felt  l^  those^ 
who  have  sought  purely  the  interests  of  God,  was 
peaceably  waiting  for  the  successful  issue  of  the 
negociations^of  his  nephew,  respecting  the  noiai^ 
nation  of  the  coadjutor^  Fr^tncis-  havings  passed 
the  Alps,  and  paid  bis  respecU  to  his  sovereign, 
wa8  pursuing  hi»  journey  to  Rome.     The  roadit 

B  b  2 
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were  rendered  extremely  incominodioi|f9  bv  a 
continual  fall  of  rain  at  the  end  of  winter.  That 
circumstance  gave  occasion  to  an  adventurej  in 
which  the  virtue  of  Francis  appeai'ed  so  conspicu- 
ous^ that  the  incident  merits  a  place  in  this  history. 
*  A  little  before  he  arrii^ed  at  a  town  in  Italy, 
which  is  not  named  by  the  historians  of  his  life^ 
his  horse  stumbled^  and  threw  him  into  a  mire^ 
from  which  he  was  extricated  in  so  unpleasant  a 
situation^  that  he  was  obliged  to  hasten  to  the 
first  inn  to  change  his  dre^.  As  he  had  no  other 
suit  of  clothes  but  that  which  he  wore^  a  French 
gentleman  whom  he  had  met  on  the  roa;d,  aifd 
with  whom  he  had  been  extremely  sociable,  offered 
him  a  black  velvet  dress,  and  engaged  htm  to 
make  use  of  it,  till  his  own  should  be  cleaned  and 
dried.  That  attention  to  decorum,  which  he  in- 
variably shewed,  permitted  him  not  to  appear  in 
public  in  that  attire;  he  accordingly  remained 
alone,  while  his  companions  were  amusing  them* 
selves  in  the  town.  At  the  same  time  there  arrived 
at  the  inn,  a  lady  handsome  in  her  person,  and 
extremely  modest  in  her  mien.  The  propriety  of 
her  behaviour  imposed  on  Francis,  as  she  was 
deceived  by  his  velvet  dress ;  she  mistook  him  for 
a  g^itleman  o(  the  world ;  he  Vainly  imagined  her 


*  Aug.  of  Sales.   Book  IV, 


I 

OF  SALES.      BOOK   IV.  389 

to  be  a  virfiiou9  womaii.  Francis  was  at  that 
period  in -the  flower  of  his  years^  and  might  be 
considered  as  one  of  the  handsomest  men  of  his 
time..  A. conversation  gradually  took  place;  it 
turned  at  ^first  on  indifferent  subjects;  but  the 
lady  imagining  she  had  '■  no  time  to  lose^  soon 
changed  the  topics  which  they  had  been  discuss* 
ing^  and  spoke  in  so  licentious  a  strain,  that 
Francis  was  struck  with  astonishment^  to  see 
such  an  air  of  modesty  united  with  such  loosie  and 
indecent  conversation.  He  replied  in  a  mariner, 
calculated  to  produce  remorse  i  but  she  was  one 
of  those,  of  whom  the  scripture  says,  that  they 
have  made  to  themselves  the  front -of  a  courtezan, 
and  have  learnt  never  to  blush;  she  turned  into 
ridicule  whatever  he  said  to  reclaim  her,  and  con- 
tinued her  licentious  conversation.  Francis  was 
not  a  little  embarrassed;  he  wished  on  one  side  to 
spare  the  reputation  of  this  lady  ^  on  the  other^ 
the  occasion  was  too  dangerous  to  allow  him  to 
remain'  in  her  company.  The  plan  which  he 
adopted  was  to  make  his  bow  and  retire;  biitthe 
lady  ran  after  him,  and  stopped  him  at  the  door, 
at  the  moment,  when  one  of  %he  servants  of 
Francis  was  entering  the  roOm.  ■  The  servant  re- 
marked the  conduct  of  the  lady  with  some  sur- 
prise; and  her  embarrassment  gaVe  him  a  very  bad 
opinion  of  her  character.     He  was,  going  to  ex- 
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press  bi&  smttmeiits' to  her^  when  Francis,  ^ith 
a  pr^a^nce  of  mincL  wbich  never  left  him,  pre- 
vented him,  by  dewing  that  he  would  .conduct 
this  lady  to  her  roiom ;  for  that  she  had  mistaken 
for  her  own,  the  apartment  which  h«d  beta  as- 
signed to  him.  The  servant  cchicdived  no  better 
opinion  of  her  on  that  account,  and  could  not 
help  relating  the  adventure,  to  the  French  gentle- 
man, who  has  been  mentioned. 

When  they  had  resumed  their  journey,  this 
gentleman  spoke  to  Francis  on  the  subject,  and 
told  him,  that  the  effrontery  of  this  woman  Jhad 
excited  his  surprise  in  a  very  great  d^ree,  as  she 
ha4  the  appeatance  of  a  person  of  quality,  aind  as 
her  modesty  had  at  first  impressed  him  with  senti* 
ments  of  respect.  Francis  charitably  observed, 
that  perhaps  she  was  what  her  appearance  seemed 
to  indicate ;  but  that  in  life,  thare  are  certain  evil 
hours  wjben  poor  human  beings  are  not  always 
master  of  their  owu  motions ;  and  that  God  some- 
times permits  these  accidents,  to  make  us  aensiUe 
of  our  weakness,  to  teach  us  a  salutary  disttiist  of 
ourselves,  and  to  oblige  us  to  have  recourse  to 
the  fountain  of  all  goodness. 

He  added,  that  it  was  an  unquestionable  truthj 
that  the  company  of  women  must  ever  be  consi- 
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dexed  as  ^xtepi^y  djangero1l^^  particularly  for 
yoUfig  peof^le/T'but  t^at  he  M^a^  continced^  that 
the  cqfnpany  whicb  requires  tbe  most  vigilaut 
precaution  ^as  that  of  virtuous  women ;  that  with 
a  share  of  the  fear  of  God,  and  a  tender  r^ard 
for  reputation^  men  generally  avoid  the  company 
of  women  whose  characters  are  indifferent^  or 
whose  conduct  is  disapproved  in  the  world ;  that 
the  acquaintance  of  devout  women  excites  less 
precaution ;  that  a  connection  with  them  is  easily 
formed^  because  no  bad  consequences  are  appre- 
hended^ and  the  modesty  of  their  deportment  natu- 
rally commands  esteem;  that  notwithstanding^  it 
becomes  one  of  tlie  most  refined  artifices  of  self 
love ;  that  men  easily  pass  from  the  admiration  of 
the  virtue,  to  an  affection  for  the  party ;  that  the 
transition  is  so  insensible^  that,  as  the  heart  re- 
ceives no  new  impression^  it  easily  mistakes  the 
growing  affection,  for  the  virtuous  attachme^it  to 
which  it  has  been  habituated ;  that  thus  a  connec- 
tion is  formed^  which  is  only  perceived,  when 
there  exists  not  fortitude  enough  to  dissolve  it ; 
that  the  samp  observation  may  be  applied  to  the 
attachment,  whic}i  devout  yvomen  have  for  vir- 
tuous men ;  that  lience  arise,  those  ridiculous  and 
e^^travagant  instances  of  inordinate  aflSections 
which  are  sometimes  exhibited;  and  that  it  may 
be  said  with  St.  Paul,  that  having  begun  by  the 
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Spirit^  they  end  with  ttie'^sb;  tliat  he  was  p^* 
^uaded  that  such  connections  seldom  prore  crimi- 
nal^ and  that  he  did  not  recolfect  a  single  instance 
of  the  kind;  but  that  they  must  ever  be  subjects 
of  distrosf^  vigilance  and  precaution;  that  God  is 
more  jealous  of  the  heart  than  of  the  body^  and 
that  though  persons  may  nDt*  be  subject  to  shame* 
fill  crimes^  they  may  not  more  on  that  account 
belong  to  him.* 

•  •  • 

The  travellers  were  engaged  in  this  conversa- 
tion, till  they  reached  Rbme,  which  was  not  far 
distant  from  the  place  ihey  had  left.  As  Francis 
had  no  time  to  lose^  he  immediately  waited  on  the 
Cardinal  of  Medici/  whom  he  had  known  at 
Thonon.  This  prince  had  conceived  the  most  ex- 
alted esteem  for  his  merit  and  piety;  and  it  is  well 
known  that  after  his  election  to  fill  the  Pontifical 
cbair^  he  intended  to  make  him  a  Cardinal ;  but 
surviving  hi^  election  only  twenty  seven  days^  he 
was  unable  to  execute  that  good  purpose^  as  well 
as  many  other  laudable  designs  which  be  had 
formed.  The  Cardinal  listened  with  the  utmost 
pleasure  to  the  account  of  the  transactions^  which 
had  taken  place  in  Chablais^  from  the  time  of  his 
departure  from  Thonon ;  he  examined  with  atten- 


*  Aug.  of  Sales.     Book  IV.     Auou.     Book  I. 


OF   SALES.       BOOK    IV.  393 

ffonibe  diReretit  niemorials^  which  Pmncis  v^as 
commissioned  to  present  to  his  Holiness^  and  the 
petfttons^  which  he  had  to  make^  rdative  to  the 
complete  re-establishment  of  the  Catholic  religion 
in'  Cbablais ;  he  promised  to  support  them  with 
all  his  influence^  and  engaged  to  conduct  him  to 
have  an  audience  from  the  Pope. 

Trtie  Pope,  who  knew  him  by  reputation,  and 
had  addressed  to  him  several  briefs,  received  him 
in  the  most  gracious  manner,  bestowed  on  him 
the  highest  commendations,  conversed  with  him 
offen  in  private,  and  complied  with  the  whole 
extent  of  his  demands.  But  as  he  observed,  that 
Trancis  said  nothing  about  the  coadjutorship  of 
Geneva,  concerning  which  the  nephew  of  the 
Bishop  had  spoken  on  delivering  his  uncle's  letters^ 
after  admiring  his  profound  humility,  united  with 
«uch  distinguished  merit,  he  opened  the  business 
himself^  and  told  him,  that  he  approved  the 
choice,  which  had  been  made  of  him  to  fill  that 
station.  Francis  replied,  that  be  wa^  not  com- 
missioned to  transact  that  business ;  that  had  he 
been  empowered  to  speak  of  it  to  his  Holiness,  he 
should  have  embraced  the  opportunity  for  the 
purpose  of  entreating,  that  he  might  be  released 
from  an  engagement  so  much  above  his  capa- 
city, and  to  which  he  had  been,^  in  some  mea- 
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8Uffe^  constrained  to  gi¥e  a  reluctant  cposent. 
The  Pope  itrfQiTned  hiin>  thai  tUt  business  was 
completely  adjusted^  and  that  be  bad  only  to  hold 
himself  in  readiness  to  undergo  bis  examiiiatioa, 
at  wbich  be  Inmself  should  preside  vitfain  tjicee 
days. 

Francis  was  surprised  at  this  requisition^  as  he 
knew,  that  the  Bishops  of  Savpy  and  those  of 
France^  were  never  subj/ected  to  an  examinatiofi. 
Acrordingly  without  oiaking  any  reply  to  the 
Pope  on  that  subject,  he  repaired  to  the  Count 
of  Verue,  the  ambassador  of  his  sovereign,  and 
observed  to  him,  that  it  was  his  concern  to  pre- 
vent any  innovation  on  bis  account.  The  Count 
immediately  requested  an  audience ;  but  the  Pope 
previously  satisfied  him,  by  saying,  that  it  was 
not  his  wish  to  subject  to  an  examination  any 
Bishops  named  by  the  Duke  of  Savoy;  that 
his  present  plan  with  respect  to. Francis,  arose 
merely  from  his  personal  desire  of  witnessing  the 
capacity  of  a  man,  concerning  whom  such  advan- 
tageous accounts  had  been  circulated.  This  de- 
claration satiafied  the  ambassador,  and  Francis 
prepared  for.  his  examination ;  but  it  was  at  the 
feet  of  the  crucifix.  There  in  profound  recollec- 
tion, he  begged  of  God  with  much  fervour,  that 
if  He  did  not  call  him  to  the  episcopal  charge.  He 
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^i^M  be  {>le«fied  to  make  his  ignorance  apfieaf , 
and  to  fin  bim  with  coHfufuon  ia  the  presence  of 
hb  vicegv^rent 

Oo  (^  day  fixed  for  tlie  examination^  he  re- 
paired to  the  appointcHJl  place.  The  Pope  came 
900^  after,  accott^Anied  by  the  Cardinal  BaroniuB, 
by  sevem  other  Cardinals^  by  a  great  number  of 
Arehhishopg,  Bishops,  Abbots,  Generals  of  .or* 
ders,  and  celebrated  Doctors ;  and  among  othets 
by  the  celeWated  Bellarimn,  who  was  afterwards 
a  Cardinal 

*  The  Pope,  who  was  well  skilled  in  theology, 
began  himself  the  examination,  which  was  after- 
wards continued  by  the  Cardinals,  the  Bishops 
and  the  Doctors.  Thirty-five  questions  of  the 
suhlimest  part  of  theology  were  proposed;  and 
Francis  replied  to  each  with  so  much  solidity^ 
precision  and  modesty^  that  the  Pope  enchanted 
with  his  display  of  talent,  rose  from  his  seat^  aiMl 
tenderly  embracing  him,  repeated  to  him  these 
words  of  the  scripture,  f  Drink,  tny  son  out  qf 
thf/  own  cistern,  and  (he  streams  of  thy  own  well; 
let  thy  fountains  be  conveyed  abroad,  and  in  the 
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streets  divide  ihp  wat&t^s.  He  afterwards  declared 
him  coadjutor  and  successor  to  the  Bishop  of 
Geneva^  named  him  Bishop  of  Nicopolis^  and 
gave  directions^  that  liis  bulls  should  be  prepared. 
After  the  example  of  the  Pope,  the  Cardinals  and 
the  Prelates  gave  him  great  marks  of  esteem^  and 
vied  with  each  other  in  bestowing  the  highest 
terms  of  cmhniindation.  Thus  this  humble  man^ 
who  had  begged  of  God,  to  fill  him  with  confu- 
sion, if  he  were  not  called  to  the  episcopal  charge^ 
returned  crowned  with  glory y  and  ontained  the 
general  esteem  of  the  court  of  Rome^  the  most  en- 
lightened in  the  worlds  and  the  most  difficult  to 
deceive. 

A  Spanish  clergyman,  who  had  been  named 
to  a  Bishopric,  met  with  a  very  different  fiite; 
and  the  circumstance  is  too  remarkable  to  be 
omitted.  He  was  to  be  examined  \vith  Francis^ 
and  had  repaired  with  him  ^  to  the  place,  where 
the  examination  was  to  be  held.  He  was  by 
no  means  destitute  of  virtue  or  learning;  and 
he  had  reason  to  believe,  that  he  should  acquit 
himself  with  honour.  However^  the  presence  of 
the  Pope^  of  the  Cardinals  and  the  Prelates  made 
such  an  impression  on  him,  that  struck  with  a 
sudden  and  violent  fear,  he  fell  into  a  swoon.  In 
this  situation,  he  was  conveyed  to  bis  lodgings ; 
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every,  possible  remedy  to  recover  bim  was  em- 
ployed. Tbe  Pope  even  sent  bis  own  physicians 
to  adroinisten  relief;  and  directed^  thAt  assurances 
should  be  given  him^  tliat  his  bulls  sK6uld  be  is* 
sued  without  any  previous  exan^inatiM.  He  died 
tbe  same  day  without  .any  Other  apparent  disorder^ 
than  the  violent  effect,  which  fedr.  hadiproduced. 
This  accident^  which  took  place  at  the  monient 
that  the  examination  of  Francis  was  commencing^ 
vra^  fully  sufficient  to  disconcert  bis  resolution; 
But  God^  who  is  ever  the  support  of  the  humble, 
gave  him  courage ;  and  his  firmness  and  presence 
of  mind  was  a  subject  of  greater  admiration^  as 
it  was  difficult  to  guard  against  the  effects  of  so 
singular  an  adventure. 

The  affairs  of  Chablais^  which  bad  formed  the 
leading  motive  of  the  journey  of  Francis  to  Rome, 
did  not  so  completely  engross  his  attention,  as  to 
prevent  him  from  frequenting  the  society  of  those 
friends^  whom  his  reputation  had  acquired.  He 
certainly  did  not  neglect  the  dispatch  of  business ; 
but  as  every  thing  is  conducted  at  Roipe  with  the 
most  deliberate  coolness,  it  is  vain  to  solicit  tbe 
hasty  execution  of  any  affair,  where  a  solemn  slow- 
ness in  all  proceedings  is  perpetually  observed. 
However  as  the  Pope  had  approved  of  all  his  me- 
qiorials,  had  complied  with  all  his  requests,  and 
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as  he  bad  no  dotibt  of  itie  successfn)  issue  of  bis 
journey^  be  wait<^  mth  great  tranquillity  far  tbe 
time  of  his  departure.  He  often  Tisited  tbe  Car- 
dinal of  Medici^  wbose  ^teem  for  bim  daily  in- 
creased. Tbe  Cardinal  Borgbese^  wbo  was  af- 
terwards Popp^i  under  the  denomination  of  Pftitl  V. 
contracted  ^with  bim  a  great  intimacy^,  and  contri- 
buted more  than  any  other  person^  to  facilitate 
tbe  issue  of  the  necessary  bulk.  He  became  like^ 
wise  very  mncb  connected  with  the  Cardimd 
Baronius ;  this  learned  maii  frequently  UnAi  biin 
in  various  excursions  in  bis  carriage^  in  order  to 
enjoy  at  leisure  hk  conversiition^  and-  mkde  liim  a 
present  of  bis  Ei^clesia^tical  A^nnals.  Belkintiio 
the  Jesuit^  who  united  with  tbe  most  eminent 
piety^  a  share  of  knowledge  exquisitely  profound, 
frequently  paid  him  a  visit.  Finally  all  those  at 
Rome^  whom  piety  and  learning  rendered  emi- 
nent^ honoured  him  with  their  friendship.  'But 
be  met  with  no  one  more  according  to  his  own 
hearty  than  the  Father  Juvenal  Ancina^  at  that 
time  a  priest  of  the  oratorians,  and  afterwards 
Bishop  of  Salucoa;  the  similarity  of  flieir  talents 
and  dispositions  first  brought  them  together^  and 
their  intimacy  ended  only  with  tiieir  Uvea. 
Francis  often  •  mentions  bim  in  his '  letters^  as  a 
Prelate  distinguished  by  bis  knowledge  and  virtue, 
by  bis  zeal  and  charity^   wbo  resided  with  hifi 
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floek  as  a  father  v/ith  tiis  ohildren^  and  completely 
posteiKd  their  alfiectionfi. 

Whatever  charms  Pfuiicis  miglit  have  found  in 
the  conversation  of  these  great  men^  his  zeal  for 
thie  Catholic  -religion  urged  him  continually  to 
hasten  his  departure  for  Chabiais.  This  ardent  de- 
sire be  testified  to  his  friends  at  Rome,  who  bjr- 
eamest  solicitations  aA  length  obtained  alibis  ne-' 
cessaiy  briefs^  and  -enabled  him  to  take  leave  of 
his.  Holiness.  The:  Pope  at  parting  gave  him  in- 
numerable marks  of  esteem ;  and  charged  him  to 
Bpply  io  himself  personally^  either  fdr  bis  own 
busateelB^  or  for  any  concern^  in  which  his  Ponti- 
fical authority  might  be  employed  to  bis  ad-- 
vantage. 

Francifr  replied,  that  without  looking  much  for 
opportunities  of  applying  to  the  Father  of  the 
faithful^  he  had  a  favour. to  ask  of  his  Holiness 
before  his  departure;  that  the  church  of  Geneva 
was  in  the  enjoyment  of  privileges,  which  ap-' 
peared  to  him  to  be  too  burdendoine  to  the  peo- 
ple ;  that  of  such  a  nature  was  that  of  inheriting 
the  effects  of  those  who  died  intestate;  that  like 
slaves,  the  people  were  forbidden  to  make  a  will, 
and  to  dispose  of  the  smallest  part  of  their  pro- 
perty in  favour  of  their,  near  relaticma,  who  often 
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were  in  a  state  of  indigence^,  and  stood  more  in 
need  of  relief  than  the  Bishop  of  Geneva ;  that  of 
tlie  same  description  was  the  privilege  of  oblong 
the  inhabitants  of  certain  towns^  to  watcfaf^ during 
the  night  on  the  banks  of  the  marshei^  in  order  io 
prevent  the  croaking  of  the  frogs  from  distiirbin^ 
the  repose  of  his  Ix>rdship.  He  added,  that  tbete 
privileges  were  unworthy  of  a  Bishop,  who  shooM 
ever  labour  to  prove  the  father  of  his  people,  with- 
out exacting  from  them  those  menial  services^ 
which  exhibited^  rather  the  appearance  of  pi^n- 
ism,  than  the  liberty  of  the  Christian  Church  • 
that  since  the  Holy  Father  had  been  pleasied  t^ 
name  him  coadjutor  and  successor  of  the  Bishop 
of  Geneva,  he  conjured  his  Holiness  to  be  allowed 
to  relinquish  these  claims,  if  the  day  should  conie> 
when  on  succeeding  to  the  Bishop^  he  should 

think,    that  they  might  be  resigned  with  pro- 

*  

priety.  The  Pope  admired  the  charity  and  disin- 
terestedness of  Francis;  he  permitted  him  to  act 
in  that  affair,-  as  he  should  think  proper^  and 
dismissed  him  with  reiterated  assurances  of  hi» 
friendship  and  protection. 

He  departed  from  Rome  some  days  after ;  and 
it  was  remarked,  that  he  had  never  spoken  to  the 
Pope  or  to  the  Cardinals^  on  his  own  personal 
concerns,    though  they  would  have  felt   much 
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pleasure  in  obliging  him ;  and  that  instead  of  so* 
liciting  the  bulls  for  the  coadjutorship  of  Geneva, 
he  had  so  completely  abandoned  them  to  Provi- 
dence^ that,  had  not  the  nephew  of  the  Bishop, 
Vfho  accompanied  him,  taken  care  to  have  them 
prepared,  he  would  have  returned  to  Annecy 
-without  them.*  Francis  returned  by  Loretto; 
but  he  remained  there  only  long  enough  to  satisfy 
bis  devotion.  He  then  repaired  with  great  expe- 
dition to  Turin,  to  present  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy, 
the  bulls  which  he  had  obtained  from  his  Holi- 
ness, and  to  request,  that  they  might  be  carried 
into  immediate  execution.  As  he  had  acted  by 
the  orders  of  his  sovereign,  agreeably  to  the  plans 
approved  by  him,  before  his  departure  from 
Thonon,  he  had  reason  to  suppose,  that  the 
Duke,  who  considered  the  re-establishment  of  the 
Catholic  religion  in  Chablais  as  his  own  work, 
and  as  the  most  glorious  event  of  his  reign,  would 
give  every  possible  facility  to  the  execution  of 
these  briefs.  But  it  is  .not  at  the  present  period 
of  the  world  only,  that  we  are  doomed  to  see  pri- 
vate interest  placed  in  opposition  to  the  general 
good.  The  two  military  orders  of  St.  Maurice 
and  of  St.  Lazarus,  of  which  the  Dukes  of  Savoy 
are  the  Grand  Masters,  strenuously  opposed  the 

-^  -  -  -  - i_ 
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designs  of  Francis ;  and  this  great  man  saw  him- 
self reduced  to  the  unpleasant  dilemma  either  oi 
relinquishing  a  project^  on  (he  execution  of  which 
the  preservation  of  the  Catholic  religion  in 
Chablais^  absolutely  depended ;  or  of  incurring 
the  enmity  of  every  person  of  consideration  in  the 
dominions  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy.  Even  the  sove- 
reign^ in  quality  of  Grand  Master^  had  a  peculiar 
interest  in  obstructing  the  execution  of  these  or-. 
ders  of  his  Holiness.  He  was  at  once  judge  and 
party;  a  delicate  situation  for  a  subject  of  the 
character  of  Francis^  who  feels  himself  entrusted 
with  the  duty  of  supporting  the  interests  of  God^ 
but  which  he  cannot  maintain^  without  violating 
those  of  his  sovereign.  Less  considerable  diffi- 
culties would  have  daunted  the  courage  of  a  man 
less  firm,  and  less  devoted  to  God,  than  Francis. 
However  these  were  not  the  only  trials,  which  he 
had  to  surmount. 

The  affair  under  consideration  was  necessarily 
to  be  brought  before  the  council  of  the  Duke, 
composed  chiefly  of  persons,  who  were  connected 
by  blopd  or  by  alliance  with  the  commanders  of 
the  orders.  This  obstacle  was  attended  with 
another.  It  has  been  related  that  Francis  had* 
carried  several  measures  in  the  council;  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  sentiments  of  the  pld  counsellors  of 
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his  sovereign^  and  that  he  had  gained  more  than 
one  advanti^e  by  bis  address  and  elocjuence; 
there  was  therefore  reason  to  belieire^  that  they 
would  feel  a  n^al^nant  pleasure  in  travecsing;  a 
design^  which  they  had  never  approved.  But 
what  gave  him  the  greatest  uneasiness^  was  the 
nature  of  the  affivur^  and  the  claims  of  the  two  op- 
posing orders^  which  bore  the  appearance  of 
justice.  In  oider  to  understand  this  difficulty^  it 
is  necessary  to  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the 
origin  of  this  business. 

*  After  the  Catholic  religion  had  been  ba- 
oisbed  from  Chablats  and  the  bailiwicks^  Pope 
Gregory  XIIT.  who  had  foreseen^  that  it  might 
one  day  be  re-established,  was  aware^  at  the  same 
time  that,  if.  the  Calvinists  were  permitted  to 
usurp  all  the  benefices  both  secular  and  regular, 
the  restitution  of  the  ecclesiastical  property  might 
eventually  prove  an  obstacle  to  the  re-establish- 
ment. This  therefore,  he  was  determined  to  ob- 
viate ;  and  for  this  purpose  be  annexed  the  bene- 
fices  to  the  military  orders  of  St.  Maurice  and 
St.  Lazarus.  The  plan  was  safe  and  well  judged ; 
he  wanted  the  protection  of  powerful  persons. 
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who  might  take  possession  of  the  property  ia 
question^  and  support  their  claimn  in  opposition 
to  the  efforts  of  the  Xl!alvinist«.  These  orders^ 
foUowii^  the  military  profession^  and  composed 
of  the  most  distinguished  persons  in  the  domi* 
nions  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy^  and  having  this^ 
Prince  for  their  Grand  Master,  formed  the  strongest 
party  against  the  common  enemy.  The  CalTioists 
themselves  were  well  aware  of  their  situation; 
they  entertained  no  doubt,  that  if  they  acted  in 
apposition  to  these  military  orders,  they  ivould 
draw  upon  themselves  all  the  forces  of  Savoy 
and  Piedmont.  They  therefore  left  the  Knights 
in  quiet  possession  of  the  property,  which  had 
been  consigned  to  them,  and  made  no  attempt 
to  excite  any  commotion.  All  this  proved  a 
source  of  great  wealth  to  these  two  orders ;  and 
the  patronage  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  who  had  in 
his  gift  all  the  commander ies,  became  in  conse- 
quence very  considerable. 

It  became  necessary  to  stand  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  the  powerful  interests  of  these  two  or- 
ders, in  order  to  persuade  the  Duke  to  consent, 
that  the  benefices  under  consideration  should  be 
taken  from  these  military  fraternities,  and  restored 
to  their  former  possessors.  However  as  the  Ca- 
tholic religion  had  been  re-established  in  Chablais, 
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in  the  maimer  which  has  beea  related^  Francis 
bad  zeal  enough  to  make  the  proposal  to  the 
Duke,  and  he  was  enabled  to  convince  him^  that 
the  Catholic  religion  could  not  long  be  supported 
in  that  province^  without  this  resumption  of  the 
ecclesiastical  property.  The  Prince  in  conse- 
quence gave  his  consent  in  writings  that  Francis 
should  repair  to  Rome  to  negotiate  the  business. 
This  was  the .  motive  of  the  journey,  which  has 
been  mentioned.  He  obtained  of  the  Pope  all 
necessary  briefs,  to  complete  this  great  affair.  It 
was  to  the  execution  of  these  briefs,  that  the  com- 
manders of  the  orders  raised  the  vigorous  opposi- 
tion, which  has  been  referred  to. 

The  conduct  of  the  commanders  appeared  in 
some  degree  rational,  as  Gregory  XIII.  in  the 
bull  which  he  issued  for  the  union  of  the  benefices 
to  the  two  military  orders,  had  expressly  declared, 
that  in  the  event  of  the  re-establishment  of  the 
Catholic  religion  in  Chablais,  the  commanders 
should  not  be  compelled  to  allow  to  the  curates 
more  than  a  decent  maintenance,  and  that  they 
should  f  njoy  the  remaining  portion  of  the  reve- 
nues. This  article  had  been  carried  into  effect; 
and  the  orders  insisted,  that  no  farther  demand 
could  be  made. 
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However  dement  Y III.  fiaid  no  regmrd  to  tliis 
clttise ;  wad  he  ordered  tlmt  the  property  disposed 
of  hy  Gtegwj  XIII.  should  reinert  to  the  former 
posie«8ort,  without  niaking  any  reservation  what- 
ever in  Ckfour  of  the  two  orders.     He  proceeded 
even  farther ;  for  in  opposition  to  the  usual  style 
of  tHe  court  of  Rome^  the  parties  interested  in  the 
question,  were  not  cited  nor  heard  in  their  de- 
fence; the  Pope  contented  hiroseif  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  the  Grand  Mast^  of 
the  two  orders.     The  commanders  in  consequence 
declared^  that  they  appealed  from  the  Pope  ill 
informed,  to  the  Pope  rightly  informed ;  a  mode 
of  prolonging  the  affair  to  such  lengths,  as  never 
to  reach  the  end. 

This  was  a  source  of  the  greatest  apprehension 
to  Francis;  he  was  persuaded  that  a  suitable 
provision  for  learned  and  enlightened  pastors 
could  not  be  made  too  early ;  and  he  despaired  of 
finding  any  of  this  description,  as  long  as  the  be- 
nefices should  be  reduced  to  a  bare  maintenance 
for  the  incumbents.  Under  these  embarrassing 
circumstances,  in  which  he  consulted  no  other 
interest,  than  that  of  God  and  religion,  he  resorted 
to  prayer,  his:  usual  resource  when  he  was  exposed 
to  the  Contradictions  of  men.     After  having  filled 
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hu  soul  with  force  and  light  in  that  heavenly 
exercise^  he  waited  on  the  Duke,  and  presented 
the  memorials^  which  he  had  prepared  in  answer 
to  the  complaints  of  the  commanders  of  the  two 
orders. 

The  Prince  on  his  side  was  exposed  to  no  incon- 
siderable embarrassment.  He  could  not^  deny^ 
that  be  had  given  his  consent  to  all  that  Francis 
had  negotiated  at  Rome ;  that  he  had  judged  the 
resumption  of  the  benefices  absolutely  necessary^ 
and  that  he  had  felt  a  full  conviction^  that  with- 
out such  a  measure,  the  Catholic  religion  could 
not  long  subsist  in  Chablais.  Besides^  his  esteem 
for  Francis  of  Sales  was  too  great,  treacherously 
to  abandon  him  in  an  affair,  which  had  been 
undertaken  by  his  orders. 

But  Princes,  like  the  rest  of  mankind,  have 
their  own  interests  to  consult;  and  the  Duke 
foresaw,  that  he  was  likely  to  have  such  contests 
with  the  court  of  France,  as  did  not  permit  him 
to  raise  any  discontent  in  the  breasts  of  his  own 
nobility.  The  expedient,  which  he  adopted  on 
this  critical  occasion,  was  to  postpone  the  affair 
to  a  more  convenient^  season,  and  to  satisfy 
Francis,  by  promoting  his  private  interest.  For 
this  purpose,  he  offered  him  a  considerable  sum 
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of  money^  to  reimburse  him  for  the  expences^ 
Tvhich  he  had  incurred  during  his  mission  in 
Chablais. 

m 

Francis  not  only  declined  the  pecuniary  com- 
pensation ;  he  even  made  an  offer  to  the  Duke  to 
continue  his  missionary  labours  at  his  own  ex- 
pence^  as  long  as  his  Highness  should  think 
proper.  But  he  represented  to  his  sovereign  with 
such  force  of  reasonings  that  to  postpone  the 
affair  under  consideration  to  another  time^  would 
terminate  in  the  ruin  of  the  whole  business^  that 
the  Duke  finally  yielded  to  his  argumetits^  and 
gave  his  consent  to  the  execution  of  the  briefs 
issued  by  the  Pope.*  After  this  victory,  the 
consent  of  the  commanders  was  easily  obtained. 
Thus  a  general  agreement  prevailed  on  this  intri- 
cate subject ;  and  the  Duke  addressed  letters  to 
the  Senate  of  Cbamberry,  directing  that  bodj  to 
verify  without  any  modification,  the  briefs  of  the 
Pope,  which  would  be  presented  to  them  in  his 
name  by  the  coadjutor  of  Geneva.  Francis  was 
the  bearer  of  these  letters ;  and  after  the  verifica- 
tion of  the  briefs,  he  departed  for  Chablais  with 
an  express  commission  from  the  Pope,  the  Bishop 
and  the  Duke,  to  carry  them  into  execution.     He 
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devoted  the  remaining  part  of  the  year  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  ninety-nine^  and  some  time 
of  the  following  year,  to  the  accomplishment  of 
this  important  purpose. 

Already  had  the  pastors  been  reinstated  in  the 
parishes,  the  churche§  and  monasteries  rebuilt, 
and  Chablais  had  b^un  to  assume  a  new  appear- 
ance. The  Catholic  religion  was  daily  taking 
deeper  root;  and  the  people  recovering  from 
their  errors,  began  to  do  freely  and  even  with 
zeal,  what  many  in  the  first  instance  had  under- 
taken from  human  considerations,  when  heresy, 
ever  awake  to  every  event,  that  can  favour  its 
progress,  was  at  the  point  of  re-entering  that  fine 
province.  This  danger  threatened  in  conse- 
quence of  a  war  between  Henry  IV.  of  France, 
and  Charles  Emmanuel  Duke  of  Savoy,  for  the 
restoration  of  the  Marquisate  of  Salucca. 

By  the  treaty  of  Vervins,  this  affair  had  been 
referred  to  the  Pope,  in  order  that  it.  might  be 
adjusted  in  a  friendly  planner.  But  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  perceiving  that  his  Holiness,  was  con- 
vinced of  the  superior  claims  of  France,  and 
likely,  to  decide  the  question  in  her  favour,  be- 
trayed so  much  distrust  on  the  occasion,  that  the 
Pope,    offended  at  this   conduct,    at  length   de- 
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clincd  the  task  of  arbitration,  and  left  the  parties 
at  full  liberty  to  terminate  tbe  diflference  in  their 
own  manner.  The  Duke  went  to  France  in  per- 
son^ to  di8cuss  the  affair  with  Henry  IV .  But  as 
sincerity  and  good  faith  did  not  guide  his  steps^ 
he  returned  without  bringing  it  to  a  conclusion. 

After  many  fruitless  negotiations  the  two  sove- 
reigns were  unable  to  come  to  any  agreement^ 
and  war  was  openly  declared.  The  Marshal  de 
Biron  entered  Bresse^  which  he  reduced  in  a 
short  time.  Lesdiguieres  soon  conquered  Savoy ; 
and  the  king  himself  penetrated  into  the  domi- 
nions of  the  Duke  by  the  provinces  of  Faucigny 
and  Chablais,  which  made  not  even  a  shew  of  re- 
sistance.  At  the  approach  of  theking^  the  city  of 
Geneva  and  the  Swiss  Protestants^  irritated  at  the  re- 
establishment  of  the  Catholic  religion  in  Chablais, 
made  an  offer  to  join  their  forces  with  those  of  his 
majesty.  The  king^  who  had  not  been  able  io  so 
short  a  time,  to  raise  an  army  sufficiently  powerful^ 
to  take  the  field  without  allies^  accepted  their  ser- 
vices. Thus  the  Calvinists  entered  sword  in  hand 
Chablais  and  the  bailiwicks^  to  revenge  their  private 
injuries,  under  the  pretext  of  assisting  Henry  IV, 
ill  obtaining  satisfaction  from  the  Duke  of  Savoy. 

It  is  easy  to  estimate  the  danger  to  which  the 
Catholic  religion  was  thus  exposed^  as  the  Duke 
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of  SaTOj  had  witlidrawn  alt  his  troops  from  his 
strong  places^  and  had  not  a  sufficient  force  to 
take  the  field.  Already  were  tlie  Catholic  pastors 
driven  from  their  churches^  their  houses  and  be* 
neiices  seized  by  the  Calvinists ;  and  such  events 
had  passed^  as  excited  much  concern  for  the  new 
Catholics^  whose  faith  but  yet  unsteady^  was 
unable  to  stand  such  a  trial ;  when  Francis^  who 
had  every  thing  to  apprehend  from  the  fury  of  the 
Calvinists^  resolved  to  station  himself  like  a  bul- 
wark in  defence  of  the  house  of  Israel.  His  first 
care  was  to  present  to  the  king  a  very  respectful 
petition^  in  which  he  conjured  his  majesty^  to 
make  a  distinction  between  the  interests  of  his 
crown  and  those  of  religion;  to  remember  that  h^ 
was  the  most  Christian  king ;  and  that  in  quality 
of  the  eldest  sou  of  the  Churchy  he  was  obliged  to 
protect  her,  and  to  give  a  strict  charge  to  his 
troops^  not  to  ofier  any  violence  to  the  priests  and 
to  the  Catholics  of  Chahlais  and  the  bailiwicks. 
To  this  address  the  king  gave  as  favourable  an 
answer^  as  could  possibly  be  desired ;  and  he  di- 
rected all  Iris  officers  to  provide  that  no  injury 
should  be  done  to  the  Catholic  religion  b^  his 
irruptiob  into  the  province. 

As  Francis  was  proceeding  to  all  parts,  to  en- 
sure the  execution  of  the  king*s  orders,  he  fell  in 
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with  a  party^  that  took  him  prisoner^  and  con- 
ducted him  to  the  Marquis  of  Vitiy>  who  com- 
manded for  the  king  in  the  province^  By  such  an 
event  men  proposed  io '  themselves  their  own  de- 
sign ;  but  God  had  another.  The  Marquis  hav- 
ing learned  tlie  name  and  character  of  his  prisoner, 
received  l)im  with  the  most  distinguished  honour ; 
and  was  so  enamoured  of  the  charms  of  his  con- 
versation, that  he  complied  with  ail  his  requests^ 
and  gave  orders  of  so  positive  a  nature^  that  the 
Catholic  pastors  were  reinstated  in  their  houses 
and  benefices>  and  the  Calvinists  constiained  to 
yield  the  usurped  possession.  He  even  oflfeced  to 
make  him  known  to  the  king^.  and  to  send  him 
to  Chamberry^  to  pay  his  respects  to  his  majesty. 
But  Francis,  after  having,  testified  the  profound 
veneration^  which  he  entertained  for  this  great 
king^  replied:*  ''  that  being  a  subject  of  the  Duke 
of  Savoy,  he  should  consider  it  as  a  failure  in 
duty,  if  he  were  to  go,  and  pay  his  respects  to  his 
majesty^  at  a  time^  when  with  arms  in  his  bands 
against  his  sovereign,  he  had  stripped  him  of  a 
part  of  his  territories,  and  was  ready  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  rest/'  Vitiy  was  not  hurt  at  this 
answer ;  on  the  contr^ary  he  admired  the  firmness 
of  Francis,  and  considered  it  a  duty,  to  esteem 
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that  conduct  in  a  native  of  Savoy,  which^  under 
similar  circumstances^  would  have  been  applauded 
in  a  subject  of  his  sovereign. 

In  the  mean  time,  Francis  availed  himself  so 
much  of  the  esteem,  which  Vitry  conceived  for 
faim,  that  he  was  enabled  to  make  a  general  visit 
of  the  diocese  of  Geneva.  He  undertook  and 
pursued  that  service  with  incredible  toil ;  and  the 
work  was  so  successful,  that  amidst  the  horrors 
of  war,  he  re-established  thirty-five  parishes^  in 
which  he  left  pastors  and  missionaries,  who  sup- 
ported the  Catholic  religion  against  the  efforts  of 
the  Calvinists. 

The  war  still  continued  with  as  much  glory  to 
Henry  the  Great,  as  with  loss  to  the  Duke  of 
Savoy.  The  reduction  of  Bresse,  of  Genevois  and 
Savoy,  the  capture  of  the  citadel  of  Bourg, 
Montmellian,  of  the  strong  castles  of  Conflans 
and  Charbonniere,  which  had  hitherto  been 
deemed  impregnable,'  and  the  seizure  of  the  inlets 
to  Tarentaise  and  Maurienne,  opened  a  road  to 
the  king  into  Piedmont.  So  many  conquests, 
made  with  such  rapidity,  spread  an  alarm  at 
Rome  and  among  the  princes  of  Italy ;  they  in- 
terposed their  mediation;  and  peace  was  finally 
concluded  and  published  at  Lyons,  on  the  seven? 
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teeath  day  of  January^  in  the  year  one  tiiousmiid 
six  hundred  and  one. 

By  this  treaty  the  king  consented^    that  the 
Duke§  of  Savoy  .should  retain  for  eyer^  the  Mar- 
quisate  of  Salucca^  and  he  restored  all  his  c<m- 
quests  in  the  territories  of  the  Duke.    In  exchange 
for  the  Marquisate^  the  D,uke  on  his  side  ceded 
to  the  king  and  to  his  sucoeasors,  the  ku^  of 
France^  the  counties  of  Bresse,  Bugey,  Veromey^ 
the  barony  of  Gex^  and  generally  all  that  belonged 
to  him  on  the  course  of  the  Rhone  from  Geoeva. 
The  king  was  reproached  with  being  dujml  by 
the  princes  of  Italy^    who  had  obliged  him  to 
cede  a  territory^  which  though  inconsiderable  as 
to  its  extent^  still  ga\e  him  nn  entrance  into  SaToy^ 
and  placed  the  .Duke  in  an  absolute  dependaoce 
on  France. 

In  truth  both  princes  gained  by  the  exchangee; 
but  the  kiQg  derived  more  benefit  from  it  than  the 
Duke  of  Savoy.  In  return  fcwr  a  Marquiaate^  at 
u  distance  from  his  frontier,  inclosed  in  the  terri- 
tories of  the  Duke  of  Savoy^  of  itn  tnconaideraUQ 
extent,  and  which  could  not  be  maintained  with* 
out  a  siroug  garrison,  the  expences  of  which  aiorc 
than  doubled  the  revenues  of  the  domain^  he 
gaim4  a  country  twenty^five  leagues  m  extcttt. 
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contiguous  to  his  kingdom^  and  extended  his 
frontier.  In  the  acquired  territory,  there  were  at 
least  eight  hundred  noblemen ;  and  the  soil  was 
extremely  fertile,  and  abounded  in  excellent  pas- 
ture^ calculated  for  the  breed  of  horses.  The 
Duke,  by  the  acquisition  of  the  Marquisate;  may 
be  said  to  have  drawn  a  thorn  from  his  foot,  or 
rather  gently  'to  have  removed  a  sword,  which 
pierced  his  body.  For  while  the  French  were 
masters  of  that  territory,  he  durst  not  leave  his 
capital,  unless  accompanied  by  four  or  live  hun- 
dred horse;  he  was  even  obliged  to  niuiutain 
strong  garrisons  in  the  heart  of  his  own  domi- 
nions. By  the  treaty  he  set  himself  at  liberty ; 
but  his  deliverance  was  purchased  at  a  dear  price. 
In  whatever  light  the  event  may  be  viewed,  it  is 
considered  in  some  measure  miraculous,  that  tb.e 
Calvinists  derived  so  little  advantage  from  the 
war,  and  that  the  Catholic  religion  in  Chablais 
suffered  no  sort  of  injury.  The  whole  glory  of 
this  was  given  to  Francis;  and  indeed  under  God 
it  was  his  due.  This  success  may  however  be  in 
some  measure  ascribed  to  the  firmness  of  Henry 
the  Great.  That  distinguished  monarch  never 
would  suffer,  that  the  Calvinists  should  avail 
themselves  of  the  war,  which  he  was  waging 
against  the  Duke  of  Savoy^  to  oppress  the  Ca- 
tholic religion ;  he  kept  affairs^  in  that  respect,  in 
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the  state  in  ivhich  he  fouud  them ;  and  the  need 
in  which  he  stood  of  the  forces  of  that  party,  and 
their  repeated  solicitp-fions  on  the  subject,  were 
never  sufficient  to  induce  him,  to  re-establish  error 
in  the  places  from  which  it  had  been  exploded. 
This  is  not  the  only  proof  which  may  be  adduced 
of  the  sincerity  of  the  conversion  of  this  great 
king;  other  instances  will  occur  in  the  following 
part  of  this  history. 

Good  order  and  tranquillity  having  been  re- 
established by  this  treaty,  Francis  was  requested 
by  the  magistrates  of  Annecy  to  preach  the  lent 
in  their  town.  The  people,  who  entertained  for 
him  a  singular  regard,  ardently  wished  to  hear 
his  voice  again  in  their  pulpits,  after  they  had 
been  deprived  of  that  gratification  for  so  nuuiy 
years,  during  his  mission  in  Chablais.  The  un- 
dertaking  was  a  great  exertion,  after  so  much 
fatigue,  which  he  had  recently  undergone;  but 
he  had  too  tender  an  affection  for  the  people  of 
Aniiecy,  to  refuse  them  a  favour  which  they  soli- 
cited with  so  much  eagerness.  He  accordingly 
complied  vrith  their  request;  and  was  preparing 
to  set  off  with  that  view,  when  he  received  infor- 
mation, that  his  father,  the  Count  of  Sales,  was 
seized  with  a  dangerous  illness.  That  noblenm 
was  advanced  to  ao  age.  when  the  slightest  indis- 
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positiou  may  eventually  prove  fatal.  Francis 
therefore,  without  vyaiting  for  the  confirmation  of 
.this  melancholy  intelligence^  repaired  in  great 
haste  to  the  castle  of  Sales.  On  his  arrival  he 
found  his  father  worse  than  he  had  been  taught 
to  expect ;  the  aged  parent  was  waiting  to  receive 
the  last  sacraments  from  the  hands  of  his  son. 
Francis  performed  this  duty  with  his  usual  piety 
and  firmness ;  he  spent  days  and  nights  by  the  bed 
of  his  dying  parent;  and  though  he  felt  the  most 
piercing  sorrow,  at  the  prospect  of  the  loss,  which 
he  .was  about  to  sustain^  he  had  the  resolution  to 
console  his  pious  family  and  to  prepare  his  father 
for  death. 

But  God  was  graciously  pleased  to  spare  him 
the  most  sensible  of  all  afflictions  which  he  wouldi 
undoubtedly  have  felt^  if  he  had  witnessed  tlie 
melancholy  event.  When  the  case  appeared  des- 
perate^  the  patient  felt  a  sudden  relief^  and  the 
physicians  declared^  that  if  he  did  not  recover^  he 
would  survive  long  enough  to  give  Francis  suffi- 
cient time^  to  preach  the  lent  at  Annecy.  On 
this  assurance  Francis  departed,  after  obtaining 
the  consent  of  his  &ther;  but  he  had  scarcely 
preached  during  the  first  weeks^  when^  he  re- 
ceived  information  as  he  was  one  day  ascending 
the  pulpit^  ^nt  his  father  was  no  more;  and  that 
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the  disconsolate  family  were  expecting  him  to 
perform  the  last  filial  duties.  This  melancholy  in* 
telligeoce  filled  him  with  more  livdy  sensations 
of  grief  than  he  had  expected  to  experience.  He 
possessed  for  his  father^  all  that  tender  affectioii^ 
which  a  heart  like  his  own^  was  capable  of  feel- 
ings and  he  was  singularly  beloved  by  him* 
However  after  spending  some  little  time  to  recol- 
lect himself^  to  mal^e  an  ofiering  to  God  of  the 
loss  which  he  had  sustained^  and  to  resign  him? 
self  to  the  sovereign  orders  of  His  justice^  who 
has  condemned  all  mankind  to  pass  the  gate  of 
death,  he  had  the  resolution  to  ascend  the  pulpit, 
and  to  preach  with  as  much  zeal  and  presence  of 
mind,  as  if  no  afflicting  event  had  taken  place. 
On  the  conclusion  of  his  sermon,  he  iitfornied'his 
hearers  of  the  loss,  which  he  had  sustaioad,  ai^ 
asked  their  permission  to  go  and  pa^  the  last  fihal 
duties  to  his  deceased  parent. 

As  Francis  was  not  of  tlie  number  of  those 
unfeeling  devotees,  who  make  a  profession  of  in- 
sensibility, and  of  never  indulging  the  indispen- 
sable feelings  of  nature,  all  the  world  admired  his 
firmness;  but  the  general  surprise  vsas  greater^ 
when  two  days  after,  he  was  seen  engaged  in  pur- 
suing the  work  which  he  had  beguoj^  and.  ^ 
completing  his  seqnons  for  lent,  with  that  zefl 
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and  eloquence^  for  which  it  is  universailjr  knowa> 
that  great  liberty  of  iQiod  is  oecessaiy.  But  it  19 
not  without  reason,  that  the  Apostle  says^.^'  that 
the  just  mao  lives  by  faith/'  It  is  faith^  which 
supports  him  in  every  accident  of  life;  and  if  it 
does  not  prevcpt  him  from  feeling  the  stroke  of 
calamity,  it  elevates,  him  to  that  degree  of  forti-^ 
tude^  which  to  the  mass  of  maakiQd>  appears  a 
species  of  insensibility^  but  which  list  in  truths'  no-^ 
thing  but  a  respectful  submission  to  the  orders  df 
Provideu<re.  . . 

a  »  •  t  • 

About  this  time  Francis  was  informed,  that  the 
Calvinistsjdvailed  thsmsdv^.of  the  cession^  which 
had  beeq  made  of  the  baiUwick  df  Gex  td>  the 
king  of  France.  It  yvu^  one  of  the(  three,  lAMi 
havet  )lieen  mentioned,  where  the  Csiflioiic  roligiQii 
bad  made  tbci  least  progress;  and  like  the  ottievi^ 
it  formed  ai  pairt  of  the  diocese  of  Gkacnri^;  .butiat 
it  had  changed,  its.  soveretgyi^  Frauds  coiM  na 
longer  aict  ]ttieipe  with  the  saitie  authority^  athb 
had  exe^ised,  wh«a:4t  h^todged^otlie  SiiJteoC 
Savoy.  Besides  aa  the  Bhonejloparatea  it  from  thcl 
tw^  9th0i^^  the  $£cmt  to  «l:i¥as/diffi^uU;-and 
witbfful,^eprpteqtiiup(pfthe.kitt^  the 

iQifSBfw^uld  not l^itttendedtJDir  that  qiiartec,  but 
11^;  oonsideralo^  Jbtfitafd;  Hei  behdd>  ia  tb< 
mfaa  time,  wilfa;e9it|Kme  o^gret^  thirt^-fivit  pa* 
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risbes^  of  which  the  bailiwick  is  composed^  in- 
volved io  error^  or  at  least  iu  danger  of  relapsing 
into  heres}'. 


<r 


This  first  gave  birth  to  his  design  of  repairin 
to  the  court  of  France^  to  obtain  from  Henry  the 
Greats  the  permission  of  labouring  for  the  conver- 
sion of  that  bailiwick^  as  he  had  done  for  Chablais 
and  the  two  others.  He  proposed  the  plan  to  the 
Bi^op  of  Geneva;  who  had  not  less  zeal  than 
himself  for  the  propagation  of  the  faith^  but 
whose  infirmities  disabled  him  from  acting. 

A  reason  of  another  natiire  ckmfirmed  turn  in 
this  design.     It  is  unquestionabie  that  his  great 
reputation  and  his  singular  endowments  bbdcurtd 
those  of  the  Bishop  of  Geiieva.     Howevtf  atten- 
tive, he  might  have  been^  to  do  nothing  but  with 
perfect  dependance  on  him^  fad  by:  his  express 
orders,  he  had  remarked,  thait  some  of  the  old 
dqMndants  of  ithe  Bishop  htfd  taken  offkkce  at  his 
conduct^  and  were  labourkig  to  poison  with  jea- 
lousy^ the  mind  of  tiie  aged  pi  elate.     He  vras  per- 
guaded,  that  the  virtue  of  his  Bishop  pliced  him 
above  any  impressions  of  this  nature  ^-but  as  he 
was  acquainted -with  the  extreAie  delicii^'aP''"ffie 
human  heart/ and  with  the  disposition  which  aged 
and  infirm  persons  have  to  suffer  th^nsdves  to  be 
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led».by  others^  be.  deemed  it»  %  4utyy  to  remove 
from  the  ej^es  of  his  prelate^  an  olgect  which 
might  eventually  prove  unpleasant.  He  th^refbir 
opened  to  him  his  design  of  proceeding  to  the 
court  of  France^  but  was. .  careful  not  to  men- 
tion  all  his  motive^;  he  spoke  only  df  the  conver"* 
sion  of  the  bailiwick  of  Gex,  and  of  his  wimt  of 
support  from  the  king  of  France^  in  order  td 
ensure  success  io  his  enterprise. 


[      >.. 


The  Bishop-  approved  the,  de^ign^  ;and  the  mo-^ 
tive  of  it;;  M^  in  order  to  gi^e.it  i^  greater  air  of 
solemnity^  he  <^pnvQked.  a  general  assembly  of  tbe 
cfhurch;  of  Gea^a^  i(^,i  gitViet  to  Francis  a  formal 
dcjfiutatipn,  ip  H^  c^ft^O^  France.v  After  receive 
ing^^jthe  in^rfimeiiit  of  hisr  dep^tatipn^ ;  he  mrfde 
prepfurations  for.hi^  dcforturey .  and  set  off  in,  the 
cpurse  of  some  days... , But  ^  he. stood -jn  great 
need  of  friends  at  ih<;  oaiirt  pf  France,  in  order  to 
succeed  in  his  qbjec^.he  passed  through  Burgundy^ 
with  the  view  pf  ]visiting-the  Baron  of  Luz,  the 

4 

governor  of  that  province^  and  of  obti^iniilg  from 
him  letters  of  recommendation  to  his  friends  *at 
court.  He  was  particularly  acquainted  with  the 
fiti^;4NQ,:  and  enjoyed  a  considerable  share  orhis 
ffi^ldsbip .  He  found  him  atpijon^  and  was^e- 
ceived  by  him  with  the  greatest  marks  of  este^ 
and. 'Veneration.     The  honours  .which  the  BafCf^a 
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shewed  bkn,  lUJtracted  the  visits  and  ihe  contpli- 
mentmry  addresses  of  th<^  leading  mcDmberi  of  the 
padiarMnt;  and  <m  tbis  occasion  he  conciliated 
their  benevolence  to  tiiat  degree^  that*  be  was 
obliged  to  return  thither  afterwards,  to  satisfy 
t^  eir '  ardeitt  desire  of  seeing  fain  and  of  btaring 
his  discourses:     '       ' 


T 

» 


The  Baron  gave  bifti  the  "tetters  which  he  re- 
quested, addressed  to  persons  who  enjoyed  the 
greatest  Credit  at  court  j  he  WriJie  ciren  to  his  ma- 
jesfy  in  his  fave^ur ;  and  said  ao  ttiany  itdvantageolis 
things  concerning  the  k^oadjdtot'  of  deneva,  that 
be  prepared  th^  \niiid  of  thkt  printe  ibr  the  bigb 
esteein,  of  which  he  afterwards  gare*  Francis  scich 
splendid  demon^ratiohs^  as  ^Ecited  the  jeal<mqF 
of  many  powerful  persons,'  who  attempted  bis 
ruin.  Possibly  they  would  have  succeeded'  in 
tfieir  nefarious  design,  if  he  bad  bad  to  do  with  a 
prince  less  enlightened,  fit  rather^,  if  his  virtue  bad 
not  raised  him  above  the  sAspicion  of  thie  crime, 
witb  which  his  enemies  attempted  to  obscure  bis 
reputation. 

But  M^iatever  reliance  Francis  might  ■  have 
placed  on  the  recommendation  of  the4Baroh  of 
Luz,  as  his  business  was  of  a  religious  nature, 
and  he  bad  an  express  commission  from  the  Pope; 
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to  labour  for  the  conversion  of  the  bi^iwiek  of 
Oex>  he  thought  it  a  duty  to  defend  on  the  credit 
of  the  Bishop  of  Camerino^  the  Nuiicio  of  liis  Ho- 
liness at  the  court  of  his  most  christian  majesty. 
The  first  visit  which  he  paid  at  Paris^  was  to  this 
prelate^  whom  he  had  known  at  Rome.  He  in- 
formed him  of  the  purpose  of  his  journey,  and  re- 
quested his  protection  and  support  in  his  negotia- 
tion with  the  king.  The  Nuncio,  who  had  not 
forgoitettr  the  high  estimation,  in  which  Francis 
was  held  by  the  Pope,  promised  him  his  most 
zealous  and  active  services,  and  undertook  to  in- 
trodiice  him  to  his  majesty.  They  were  together 
admitted  to  an  audience.  Francis  complimented 
the  king  in  such  a  manner,  as  ensured  to  him,  the 
esteem  of  the  whole  court;  he  presented  him  the 
letters  of  the  Bisho|i  of  Oeneva,  and  those  of  the 
Baron  of  Luz ;  and  the  Ntincio  explained  with 
somewhat  more  detail,  than  Francis  had  done  inr 
his  address  to  the  king,  the  motives  which  obliged 
hi'm  to  resort  to  the  protection  of  his  majesty. 

The  king,  who  was  the  best,  as  well  as  the 
greatest  sovereign  in  Christendom,  received  Francis 
with  that  enchanting  air  of  goodness,  which  ren- 
dered that  monarch  the  idtil  of  his  people  and  of 
foreign  nations;  he  listened  td  him  with  the  most 
fkrourabie  attetition ;  and  lifter  assuring  him,  that 
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he  had  not  forgotten  all  that  he  had  heard  to  hi& 
advantage^  v^hen  be  was  in  Savoy^  he  referred 
him  to  Villeroi^  the  Secretary  of  State^  whom  he 
directed  to  make  a  report  of  the  propositions^ 
which  Francis  had  to  present. 

The  Calvinists  were  at  thai  period  extremely 
powerful  at  the  court  of  France;  the  liberty, 
which  the  Edict  of  Nantes  had  given  them  of  pub- 
licly professing  their  religion^  had  attracted  thi- 
ther com^iderable  numbers ;  they  filled  the  highest 
offices  of  the  €isie ;  many  of  Uie  noblemen  sur- 
rounding the  throne^  belongeid  to  that  sect;  the 
king  himself^  who  had  been  educated  in  their 
principles^  though  then  a  sincere  Catholic^  could 
not  refrain  from  shewii^  them^  ill  conseqqenoe  of 
their  ennnent  services^  Uie  most  distinguished  fii- 
Tour;  their  credit  often  equalljed  that  of- the  Gk- 
thol\cs ;  in  some  instances  it  possessed  a  complete 
ascendancy.  Thus  Francis  necessarily  had  to  en- 
counter the  greatest  obstacles  to  the  execution  of 
his  designs. 

Being  admitted  to  an  interview  with  Yilleroi^ 
he  found  that  minister  extremely  averse  to  his  pro- 
posal of  re-establishing  the  Catholic  reUgion  in 
the  bailiwick  of  Gex.  That  politician  observed 
on  the  subject,  that  too  short  a  space  of  time,  had 
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elapsed^  since  that  country  forn^d  a  part  of 
France,  and  that  it  was  too  remote  frpm  the  tea** 
tre  of  bi&  majesty's  dominions^  to  admit  of  so  con- 
siderable a  change;  that  such  a  step  would  contri- 
bute to  Tender  the  government  odious,  and  to  fo- 
ment sedition  among  the  people ;  which  event 
would  be  more  probable, .  as  Geneva  and  the 
Swiss  Protestants  would  not  fail  to  favour  their 
revolt;  that  the  king,  who  in  the  treaty  of  Veir- 
vins  had  included  the  Swiss  among  his  pities, 
could  not  sp  soon  feel  a  disposition  to  .break  with 
them ;  that  France  exhausted  by  civil  and  foreign 
wars,  stood  in  need  ^f  ifepose;  .that  the  king  had 
granted  to  the  Calvinists^  the  Edict  of  Nantes/ 
which  was  so  fayourable  to  that  sect,  only  to  eta- 
gage  thomto  quit  their  arms,  which  the  proposed 
plan  would  be  su^cient  tp  induce  them  to  resume ; 
that  many  of  that  party,  who  had  no  other  pro- 
fession than  that  of  arms,,  were  already  tired 
of  the  peace;  >  that  they  wanted  only  a  slight  pre- 
text to  violate  it ;  that  thejr  would  not  fail  to  fly 
to  the  assistance  of  their  brethren;  that  thus,  in- 
stead  of  re-establishing  the  Caetholic  religion,  such 
a  plan  would  tend  to  re-kindle  the  fury  of  war, 
which  had  been  extinguished  with  so  much  diffi- 
culty, and  to  streogthen  the  cause  of  Calvinism, 
by  the  unavailing  efforts,  which  would  be  made 
to  suppress  it.     He  added,  that  he  himself  was  tck) 
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zealous  a  Catholic^  not  to  wistr  for  the  re-esta- 
Mishment  of  bis  religion  in  the  ptac^s^firom  wfaick 
it  Bad  been  bamsfaed ;  but  that  it  was  necessary 
to  wait  for  a  conjuncture  which  would  be  propi- 
tious to  fo  great  a*  purpose ;  and  that  in  aflairs  of 
state,  it  was  always  better  not  to  undertake  a 
transaction,  than  to  embark  in  it  without  a  stire 
prospect  of  success. 

To  this  plausible  yi?as6niifg  of  V iUeroi,  FVaucis 
observed  in  reply,  that  no  one  could  possibly 
doubt,  that  the  king  of  Fvance  was  alAe  to  accom- 
pTisb  in  his  kingdom^  what  tCife  Duke  of  Saroy 
had  undertaken  in  his  dduiinions,  with  a  high 
hand  and  with*  sucli^  colinplete  success ;  that  be  bad 
assisted  at  the  council  of  the  Diike,  when  the  re- 
establishment  of  the  Cathoh'c  religion  in  GhaUaia^ 
and  the  three  bailiwicks  of  Gaillafd,  Tentey  and 
6ex;  was  the  subject  of  delrUeratioa ;  that  many 
who  delivered  their  opinions  on:  that  occasion,  ex- 
patiated much'  on<  the  same  ijfkconveniences,  which 
bad  just  been  fhentibned;  that  the  Duke,  how- 
ever, who  was  a  Very  en%htened  prince,  paid 
not  the  smallest  regard  to  such  representatiotts  ; 
that  no  apprehensions  ofthat  nature  had  prevented 
him  from  succeeding  in  the  design;  that  on  the 
present  day  when  he  had  the  hoiiour  of  addressing 
Ae  minister  of  Henry  IV.  if  the  bailiwi^k^  of. 
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Gcx  formed  a  part  of  the  Duke's  dominiom,  he 
should  have  no  difficulty  in  labouring  under  the 
orders  of  his  Highness,  to  promote  the  plan 
which  he  now  proposed;  that  he  v^as  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  people  and  the  coontrj  under 
consideration,  and  that  he  begged  him  to  have 
the  goodness  to  depend  6n  his  statehient^  that  the 
people  of  Gex  were  not  in  a  situation  to  rise; 
that  accustom^  to  a  quiet  life,  they  feared  this  ha- 
zards ahd  devastation  of  war  more  than  any  other 
event ;  that  they  were  so*  inconsiderable  in  compa- 
rison  of  Fratice,  that  they  would  licver  dare  to 
meditate  the  desi^  of  rising  in  rebellion  against 
so  great  a  power;  that*  as  the  nobility  was  com-* 
posed  almost  without  exception  of  Catholics,  and 
by  conseqtience  ev^r  ready  to  execute  the  order* 
of  their  «overeign,  the  supposed  rebels  would  not 
find  in  the  hour  of  need,  a  feeder  to  direct  their' 
operations ;  that  the  republic  of  Geneva  had  too 
much  interest  in  ensuring  theprotection  of  Fnmce, 
ever  to  attempt  any  opposition  to  the  will  of  the 
king;  that  tlie  alliance  of  Ms  majesty^  was  too  ne- 
cessary to  the'S^^nss,  to  induce  them  to  hazard 
its  loss  liy  giving  (Countenance  to  rebels ;  that  th^ 
were  persuaded  that  the  house  of  AuKtria,  who 
considered  tliem  as  subjects  in  a  state  of  revolt, 
only  vi'aited  for  th^  opportunity  of  placing  them 
agaiki  ihid^  the  yoke ;  that  Firance  alone  wu  ea* 
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pable  of  defeating  such  a  plan ;  and  that  it 
eagily  be  seen,  by  the  apprehension  which  tbejr 
had  beirajed  qf  inyolving  themselves 'in  a  quarfel 
with  the  Duke  of  Savoy^  how  little  disposed  tbey 
were  to  enter  into  a  contest  with  iFrance. 

He  added,  that  he  wished  not  any  restraint  to 
\ye  employe^  towards  the  people  of  the  bailiwick 
of  Gex^.but  only  that  they  should  be  placed  oa 
tlie  same  footing  as  the  other  subjects  of  France; 
that  having  been  reunited  to  that  kingdom^  it  was 
but  rational,  that  they  should  €njoy  the  benefit  of 
its  laws ;  that  the  same  Edicts,  which .  permitted 
the  free  exercise  of  the  reformed  religion,  likewise 
directed,,  that:  the  Catholic  religiop  should  be  re- 
established in  the  places,,  from  which  it  had  been 
banished;  that  tlie. bailiwick  of  Gex  came  uuder 
this  description,  at  it  was  an  undeniable  hct,  that 
for  less  than  a  century  aga,  the  Catholic  religion 
was  the  only  one  professed  in  that  country ;  that 
he  accordingly  entreated  him,  io  oMaia  from  his 
majesty  his  royal  licetice,  that  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  labour  for  the  conversion  of  these  peo- 
ple, who  formed  a  part  of  the  diocese  of  Glenera; 
that  he  might  be  allowed  to  send  miuiomries  into 
that  quarter,    and  that  his  majesty   wouM  be 
pleased  to  encourage  the  re-establidimeut  of  (he 
ancient  religion,    which  he  bii|isel£  8Q>  iMuUicly 
professed  to  the  great  edification  of  his  subjects; 


-^ 
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that  in  protecting  the  cause  of  God^  He  would  be 
the  protector  and  support  of  his  throne ;  that  Flo 
would  never  permit^  that  his  good  intentions 
should  be  frustrated  by  revolts  and  events,  which 
human  prudence  could  not  foresee;  that  it  was 
necessary  to  place  some  reliance  on  Providence, 
and  to  be  persuaded,  that  the  Almighty  would 
never  abandon  princes,  who  employed  their  au- 
thority to  support  a  cause  so  just  and  so  noble  as 
that  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

With  this  speech  of  Francis,  Villeroi  was  so 
delighted,  that  he  requited  to  have  it  in  writings 
Francis  instantly  complied  with  his  wishes ;  and 
the  minister  promiied  to  make  a  report  to  the 
kii^i  in  terms  as  fiivourable  as  he  could  desire. 
Tbe'departure  of  the  king  for  Fontainebleau  pre- 
vented him  from  concluding  the  business,  as  soon 
as  he  intended ;  thus  Francis  ^as  obliged  to  pro- 
long his  stay  at  Paris  beyond  the  term  whtcb  he 
had  6xed.  •      ' 

But  while  he  was  labouriiig:bo  adv«atageously 
in  the  cause  of  the  Church,  €Kid  added  sueha  de* 
gree  of  splendor  to  his  reputation,  at  eva:  enabkn^ 
an  agent  to  complete  the  most  difficult  undertake 
ings.  The  court  and  the  city  of  Pkris  emulously 
shewed  hHQ  tW  iMtfl^lsiaifted  attention;  those  who 
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Iiad  accompanied  the  king  in  his  journej  to  Savor, 
published  the  details  which  they  knew  of  his  piel^, 
of  his  leaniing,  of  the  apostolic  labours,  whick 
he  had  undergone  in  the  re-establishment  of  the 
Catholic  religion  in  Chablais  and  the  bailiwicks, 
of  the  dangers  which  he  had  encountered,  and  of 
the  generous  conrage,  with  which  he  had  often 
exposed  his  life  for  the  preservation  of  the  faiths 
Others  reported  the  conferences,  which  he  had  held 
with  Beza,  the  advantage  which  he  had  on  maiqr  oc- 
casions obtained  over  tiiat  celebrated  minister,  and 
the  necessity  to  which  he  had  reduced  him  of  re- 
turning to  the  Catholic  Church,  if  he  had  been 
disposed  to  follow  the  dictates  of  his  conscience, 
or  rather  if  a. sense  of  &lse  honour  and  tenspfwat 
advantages  had  not  stood  in  his  way.  The  Piwh 
cess  Mary  of  Luxembouig,  Duchess  of  Mercceiir, 
who  was  at  Rome  when  Francis  arrived  there  on 
the  business  wbidi  has  been  related,  was  delighted 
in  mentioning  the  high  esteem  and  consideration 
in  which  she  observed  him  to  be  held  by  the  Pope 
and  the  Cardinals,  and  the  reputation  which  he 
had.  acquired  of  beii^  one  of  the  most  learned 
men  of  Iw  age,  by  the  profound  answws,  which 
ho  had  giKQ.  ii>  the  questions  that  had  been 
pffop#sed  to  him  at  his  examination. 

* ' .      ....  ..       ....        1.. 

.  Generfil  ab«mation  c{)p|tfqnQ^»t^^ 

and  his  conduct  corresponded '  so  well  with  the 
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h^h  opimoa  wbi(ch  had  beep  formed  of  lits  virtue 
that  »  plan  was  lulopted  of  ^Umlng  him  Jo 
France^  by  procuring  biin  a.  Bishopric  Diore  coo* 
siderable  than  that  of  Geneva^  aad  attended  with 
lesji  labour.  At  the  ^ame  time  «]|braAtioa  arrived^ 
that  the  preacher  who  had  been  appointed  iq 
preach  the  following  lent  at  courts  was'preventad 
by  some  unforeseen  accident^  firom  fulfilling  that 
duty;  a  resolution  was  immediilely  taken  of  supr 
plying  his  place,  by  applying  to  the  coacy utor  of 
Geneva;  and  the  jDuchesses  of**  MereiBur  and  of 
Longueyille,  ijBidertook  U^  make  to  him  the  pro4 
posal.  He  at  first  dedii^  the  in?itation>  on  the 
ground  that  hfi  hfkd. so  little  time  tq  tmake  any 
prqiaration ;  but  at  length .  he  yielded  to  their 
pressii^  solicitation^^  ynih,  thf)  hope  of  producing 
some  good,  effect  in  a  place,  where  certainly  a 
skilful  and  disinterested  preacher  like  himself  was 
much  wanted. ,  

Indeed  the  court  of  France  was  not  only  filled 
wiljb  Calyinists,  te^it  with,  persons^  who  itiade  an 
open  profession  of  impiety  and  libertinism,  the 
unfortunate  effects  of  a  long  civil  war^  which  was 
then  but  brpugbt  to  a  close.  JPrmWy  vidth  a 
view  to  rend^  his  asrmooa mor^  usaAilto  evevf. 
class,  undertook  to  combat  at  m^e  b0(|i  hn^- 
and  impie^,    M^^^  disi;ouiai^  presented  n^thu^g 
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low  or  mean^  so  there  was  a  complete  absence  of 
all  affectation  and  of  an  e:sce8S  of  study ;  his 
manner  was  grave^  forcible^  jmliciolis,  solid  and 
replete  with  that  majestic  eloquence;  ^hich  be- 
comes the  word  of  Crod^  and  of  which  the  pro- 
phets have;  left  us  suth  distinguished  models.  He 
studied  them  continually;  or  rather  he  made 
thekn  the  subject -oC  his  prajers  and  meditations; 
for  he  never  read  the  holy  scripture  but  on  his 
knees,  and  with  a  degree  of  respect  as  profound^ 
as  if  God  had  vouchsafed  visibly  to  converse  with 
him.  Full  of  the  great  truths,  of  which  the  sacred 
oracles  are  such  a  faithful  source^  -  instead  of  flat- 
tering ignorance  and  vice^  or  of  speaking  but 
daperficially  from  a  delicate  attention  to  rank  and 
fortune^  he  directed  all  his  views^  to  extricate 
souls  from  that  profound  ignorance^  in  which  he 
saw  them  plunged;  to  root  out  error  and  vice;  to 
impress  the  minds  of  his  hearers  witli  the  fear  of 
the  Divine  judgments ;  to  induce  them  to  think 
seriously  on  the  business  of  their  salvation^  und  to 
soften  the  hardness  of  their  hearts^  by  promoting 
a  solid  conversion^  and  a  true  change  bt  lifif. 

•  These  important  topics  formed  =Ae  subject  of 
hils  first  disixmrses ;  but  as  he  saw  that  both  Ca- 
tholics  atid  CalVin^s,  c|iarmed  ^ittitiie  beauty 
orhi^'^loq^t!i^;'croi^M  with-e^^ 
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Iiim^  he  entered  on  the  subject  of  controversy^  but 
in  a  manner  both  useful  and  uncommon.  He  did 
not  confine  himself  to  the  task  of  combating  the 
tenets  of  the  Calvinists ;  he  directed  his  attacks 
against  their  primitive  principles  and  their  ori- 
ginal establishment ;  he  contended  that  salvation 
was  unattainable  among  them^  because  they  vrere 
not^  and  could  not  be  the  true  Church ;  and  he 
proved  this  proposition  by  maintaining  that  their 
ministry  vi^as  vt^ithout  authority^  and  their  minis* 
ters  without  any  legitimate  mission.  On  this  sub- 
ject^ he  related  what  Beza  himself  records^  in 
his  Portraits  of  illustrious  men,  that  after  <the 
death  of  Pavena^  the  first  jMretended  martyr  of  the 
reformed  churchy  his  disciples,  who  consisted  only 
of  artisans  and  laymen,  spread  themselves  in  dif- 
ferent directions,  and  founded  what  are  called  the 
reformed  churches  of  Metz,  of  Orleans,  of  Senlis 
and  of  Aubigny.  He  added,  that  the  same  author 
relates  in  his  history,  that  Peter  Leclerc,  a  carder 
by  profession,  was  chosen  minister  by  aq  assembly 
of  carders  and  fullers ;  that  the  Calvinistic  Church 
of  Paris  could  not  boast  a  more  legitimate  ori* 
ginal ;  that  its  first  minister  was  a  young  man  of 
the  name  of  Masson  de  la  Riviere,  who  was  cajled 
to  the  ministiy  by  a  company  of  laymen;  that 
the  greatest  part  of  their  cfaurcbes  had  been 
established  in  the  same  manner,  that  is,  by  persoA 

VOL.  I.  E  t 
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who  did  not  possess  eitfaer  the  authority  or  the 
power  of  ordaining  lawful  ministers;  that  the 
ministers  of  the  present  day^  the  descendants  of 
such  progenitors^  could  not  possess  more  autho- 
rity; or  in  other  words^  they  had  no  authority 
at  all^  because  they  received  their  powers  from 
persons  who  had  np  legitimate  jurisdiction  them- 
selves. These  facts^  supported  by  the  testimony 
of  Beza^  were  besides  so  public  and  so  notorious, 
that  they  could  admit  of  «d  doubts 

Francis  contended^  that  the  Calvinists  could 
justify  themselves  only  by  proving  from  the  sacred 
scripture^  which  according  to  them  was  the  only 
rule  of  faiths  that  Ikymen  were  empowered  to 
ordain  legitimate  ministers ;  but  at  the  same  time 
be  defied  them  to  do  it^  and  he  maintained  that 
they  could  not  find  a  single  passage^  or  a  solitarj 
example  to  authorize  such  ordinations.  He  cited 
many  that  proved  the  contrary;  and  asserted 
that  for  sixt^n  hundred  years,  from  the  time  of 
Christ  to  the  period  when  he  was  speaking,  the 
Church  had  always  condemned  such  ordinations, 
and  treated  them  as  unlavirful ;  a  sentiment  which 
had  been  adopted  in  every  part  of  the  Christiaii 
world.  Hence  he  drew^^an  inevitable  .conclusion, 
that  where  there  was  neither  mission  fior  legiti- 
iiiate  ordination,  there  could  be  ao  ffttfttiNr&;  that 
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v^here  there  could  be  no  pastors^  there  could  be  no 
sacraments ;  and  that  where  there  were  no  sacra- 
ments^ there  could  be  no  true  Church ;  which  was 
the  real  situation  of  the  Calvinists.  This  dis- 
course, supported  with  the  powers  of  eloquence, 
and  particularly  with  the  authority  of  the  scrip- 
ture, of  the  fathers  and  of  ecclesiastical  history, 
made  a  strong  impression  on  the  minds  of  the 
people,  who  were  before  much  prepossessed  in  fa- 
vour of  Calvinism.  Attempts  were  made  in  vain 
to  furnish  an  answer ;  the  ministers  who  had  a 
consultation  on  the  subject,  could  come  to  no 
agreement ;  some  laid  claim  to  an  ordinary  mis- 
sion ;  others  stated  their  title  to  an  extraordinary 
mission ;  but  not  being  able  to  reply  to  the  ob- 
jections which  were  brought  against  them,  they 
could  not  prevent  a  very  evident  conclusion>  that 
they  had  usurped  the  ministry,  without  agreeing 
to  state  from  what  authority  they  bad  derived 
their  powers. 

*  The  embarrassment  of  the  ministers  o|i  a 
question  of  this  importance,  on  which  depended 
the  justificatioti  of  all  their  enterprises  against  the 
Catholic  Church,  gave  very  generkl  scandal  to 
jpersons  of  various  descriptions.     The  Countess  of 

' ■^■»»»t  ■■»!     B^iiiw         ifcwJBMi    i»i^— ^■Mfci^B^— ^— ^i^w^Ui^i— i^>*piwMi^<— ^^aW* 
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Perdiieiiville  was  of  this  number ;  she  was  a  hdf 
who  had  great  pretensions  to  knowledge^  but  her 
attainments  consisted  of  very  strong  prepossessions, 
of  a  degree  of  obstinacy  almost  inyincible,  and  of 
an  acquaintance  with  some  detached  passages  of 
the  holy  scripture^  which  were  ill  understood  by 
her,  and  worse  applied;  her  attachment  to  the 
new  sect  could  not  be  exceeded,  and  her  esteem 
for  the  ministers  was  carried  to  an  enthusiastic 
admiration.     Accident  or  curiosity  led  her  to  bear 
the  sermon  of  Francis,  which  has  been  men- 
tioned.    She  was  affected ;  she  consulted  the  mi- 
nisters, who  gaye  her  no  satisfaction;  she  then 
repaired  to  Francis,  and  requested  the  fiivour  of 
conferring  with  him  priyately.     In  such  inter- 
views he  always  displayed   peculiar  powers;   in 
the  pulpit,  he  in  a  manner,  but  gave  the  ooflines 
of  that,  which  he  never  failed  to  complete  in  a 
private  conversation.     Those  who  have  had  any 
personal  acquaintance  with  the  Calvinists,  are  not 
to  be  informed,  that  prejudice  and  presumption 
ever  prove  the  great  obstacles  to  their  conversion. 
Humility  and  dociliiy  are  virtues,  with  which 
they  are  scarcely  acquainted.      Accustomed  to 
dictate  on  matters  of  belief,  and  to  yield  to  no 
authority,  but  to  that  of  the  sacred  scriptures,  wm 
expired  by  tiiemsdves,  they  are,  in  their  own 
opinion^  raised  above  the  necessity  of  listening  to 
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instruction ;  a  dreadful  disposition  in  an  attempt 
to  relinquish  error^  and  to  return  to  the  waj  of 
truth.  These  difficulties  Francis  had  to  encoun- 
ter in  the  instructions^  which  he  imparted  to  the 
Countess.  But  he  succeeded  so  Mrell  in  her  con- 
version^ that  she  engaged  her  whole  family^  which 
wais  extremely  numerous^  to  embrace  the  Catholic 
doctrine.  Her  conversion  was  followed  with  that 
of  the  illustrious  house  of  Raconis^  of  which  one^ 
more  fervent  than  the  rest,  unbraced  a  religious 
state  among  the  Capuchins^  and  led  ev^r  after  a 
most  exemplary  life. 

The  sermon^  which  has  been  alhided  to,  was 
followed  with  others  of  equal  energy ;  and  by  the 
continuation  of  the  Divine  blessing  on  his  zeal^ 
Francis  converted  so  great  a  number  of  the  most 
obstinate  Calvinists^  that  Cardinal  Perron^  who 
witnessed  the  circumstance^  was  induced  to  say, 
^^  that  he  never  knew  a  Calvinist^  whom  he  him- 
self was  not  able  to  convince;  but  to  convert 
them^  was  a  talent  reserved  for  the  coadjutor  of 
Geneva."'  It  is  unquestionably  true^  that  inde* 
pendently  of  his  extraordinary  skill  and  his  pro- 
found acquaintance  with  controversial  subjects^  he 
possessed  a  most  graceful  delivery  and  an  insiipiui- 
ating  address^  of  which  the  effects  were  irretistible. 
His  patience  and  his  incomparaUe  meekneit^  won 
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eyery  heart;  ev^n  the  Calvinists^  who  considered 
liim  aft  the  hane  of  their  religion^  were  unable  to 
\vithhold  either  their  esteem  or  their  affection. 

But  the  coqversion  of  the  Calvinists^.  was  not 
the  only  work^  which  engaged  so  successfully  his 
constant  attention ;  he  experienced  no  less  success 
in  reclaiming  many  Catholics  of  very  dissolute 
morals;  who  having  lived  for  a  long  series  of 
years  in  habits  of  viQe>  had  almost  despaired  of 
their  salvation.  The  disorders  of  the  heart  are 
not  less  di£Scult  to  cure^  than  those  of  the  mind; 
it  is  often  more  easy  to  enlighten  one  than  to  re- 
move the  inveterate  habits  of  the  other.  Error 
once  discovered^  soon  becomes  an  object  of  hatred ; 
it  is  then  easily  relinquished.  Th^  same  observa* 
tion  cannot  be  applied  to  an  attachment  to  plea*- 
sure;  in  vain  is  the  disorder  made  knowAi;  ii 
ceases  not  to  engage  the  affections;  the  convic- 
tion of  the  mind  does  not^  by  an  inevitable  conse- 
quence^ influence  the  heart.  The  evil  may  be 
known  and  feH;  but  still  the  patient  may  want 
..resolution  to  apply  a  remedy.  The  invariable 
masim  of  Francis  on  this  subject,  cannot  be  too* 
studiously  copied.  He  faeld^  that  kwas  a  matter 
of  necessity^  never  to  flatter  sin^  but  to  shew  a  de- 
licate attention  to  the  sinner ;  his  representalienft 
of  sin  were  literally,  frightful ;  but  he  leyer  eould 


#.■ 
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endure^  that  virtue  should  be  painted  m  such 
colours^  as  to  excite  either  hatred  or  disgust ;  on 
the  contrary  he  wished^  that  no  pi^ns  should  be 
spared  to  exhibit  it  in  all  its  charms ;  and  when 
once  he  had  spread  terror  in  the  minds  of  his 
hearers^  by  the  apprehension  of  the  Divine  judg- 
ments, and  of  the  fatnl  effects  of  libertinism^  he 
spoke  in  so  feeling  a  manner  on  the  peace  of  the 
hearty  on  the  tyranny  of  the  passions^  on  the  joy 
of  a  good  conscience^  and  on  that  anticipated 
happiness^  which  the  hope  of  a  better  life  n^er 
fails  to  produce;  that  it  became  impossible  to 
withhold  a  desire  of  cultivating  virtue.  He  al« 
ways  asserted^  that  bitter  zeal  had  ruined  more 
sQuls  than  it  had  saved;  and  that  he  knew  by  €Mr 
perience^  that  many^  who  were  prepared  to  leave 
'  their  evil  practices^  had  resorted  to  them  with  tt* 
doubled  ardour^  by  a  species  of  despair^  occasi- 
oned by  imprudent  management^  particularly  in 

the  beginning  of  their  conversion. 

*  ■  .•      .  .  .  .• 

« 

Francis^  ever  severe  to  himselC  showed  nothing 
but  mildness,  to  others^  ^  but  this  disposition  in 
him  was  not  a  weak  condescension^  which  flatters 
crime^  under  the  pretext  of  spiuring  the  singer ;  it 
.was  a  prudent  conduct^  which  was  adapted  to  the 
VjE^rious  characters  and  tb0;diffeM»it  wwts  of  his 
neighbours;  he  afitjej^  bewailed  wittik  tears  before 
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his  peoitents^  those  sins  i^^hich  thejr  did  Dot  them* 
selves  deplore;  and  by  his  example  he  inspired 
them  with  that  sorrow^  which  a  sense  of  their 
own  miseries  should  have  excited^  and  led  them  to 
adopt  that  conduct^  which  was  necessarjr  to  pre- 
vent the  danger  of  a  relapse.  He  practised  him- 
self those  austerities^  which  thef  had  not  resolu- 
tion to  encounter;  and  by  such  means^  he  ob- 
tained fof  them  from  God^  a  spirit  of  penance^  or 
he  induced  them  to  submit  to  its  rigours.  He 
mingled  his  tears  with  the  lamentations  of  those^ 
whose  hearts  were  softened;  he  watched,  he 
prayed^  he  fasted^  he  alleviated  their  trouble^  bj 
dividing  the  pressure.  But  when  he  met  with 
those  generous  souls^  that  are  perfect^  disen- 
gaged from  earthly  objects^  and  capable  of  under* 
taking  any  thing  for  Qod,  he  held  an  exacts  firm 
and  elevated  course;  he  conducted  them  in  the 
paths  of  the  most  sublime  sanctity.  This  will  be 
exemplified  in  the  conduct  which  he  observed  to- 
wards the  Baroness  de  Chantal.  By  this  prudent 
and  charitable  management^  making  himself  all 
to  all,  he  gttined  to  God  a  veiy  considerable 
number  of  souls,  whom  a  method  more  severe,  or 
less  under  the  influence  of  discretion,  would  pro- 
bably have  ruined.  Men  are  naturally  fmid  of 
iberty ;  they  cannot  divest  themsdves  of  their  in- 
sentiments  of  independance;  r^our  disgusts 
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them;  meekness  Mrins  their  hearts.  Happy  are 
they,  who,  called  by  God  to  the  care  of  souls^ 
are  enabled  to  steer  an  even  course,  between  too 
much  laxity  of  condescension  on  one  side,  and  too 
great  severity  of  rigour  on  the  other. 

After  the  conclusion  of  lent,  the  Duchesses  of 
Longueville  and  of  Mercoeur,  who  had  no  doubt 
that  Francis,  possessed  of  a  small  revenue,  and 
always  intent  on  the  distribution  of  alms  even  be- 
yond his  means,  must  necessarily  be  in  great  want, 
sent  him  by  a  nobleman  of  their  acq[uaintance,  a 
purse  richly  ornamented,  and  filled  with  golden 
crowns.  Francis  looked  at  the  workmanship^ 
without  opening  the  purse ;  then  returning  it  tp 
the  nobleman,  he  desired  him  to  thank  the  Prin- 
cesses in  his  fiame,  for  the  honour  they  ^id  done 
him,  by  their  assiduous  attention  to  his  sermons^ 
and  their  care  in  contributing  by  their  good  exam- 
ple to  the  fruit,  which  they  might  produce;  that 
this  was  all  the  recompence  which  he  looked  for 
in  this  world,  and  that  he  gave  gratuitously  what 
he  had  so  liberally  received  froui  the  bounty  of 
God.  The  nobleman  pressed  his  acceptance  of  < 
the  purse,  and  told  him,  that  the  Princesses  had 
given  him  positive  orders  not  to  briqg  back  the 
present.  Francis  replied,  that  if  they  had  any 
difficulty  in  taking  again,  what  they  had  purposed 
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to  ofTei  to  God  in  the  person  of  his  ministers^  thej 
would  make  him  dn  oflferini;  milch  niore  acceptable, 
by  giving  it  to  the  poor,  >vho  stood  in  greater  need 
of  such  a  benefaction  than  himself.  In  this  man^ 
*ner  he  refused  many  considerable  presents^  which 
persons  of  the  first  quality  were  eager  to  send. 
This  disinterested  conduct  raised  his  reputation  to 
that  height^  that  the  general  conversation  at  Paris 
perpetually  related  to  the  holy  Bishop  of  Geneva;*' 
for  that  was  the  appellation^  by  which  he  was  dis- 
tinguished; every  one  hastened  to  place  himself 
under  his  direction,  and  his  counseh  were  re- 
ceived with  a  reverence  due  to  oracular  mandates 
issued  by  the  Almighty. 

Some  days  after  Easter,  the  king  returned  to 
Paris;  aAd  Francis  expected  that  he  should  be 
admitted  to  an  audience^  on  the  business  con* 
cerning  which  he  had  conferred  with  Villeroi. 
But  his  majesty,  who  had  been  informed  by  Cardi- 
nal Perron,  of  the  very  excellent  discourses  which 
he  had  delivered  at  the  Chapel  of  the  Louvre^ 
during  lent,  was  eager  to  hear  him»  The  deputies 
of  Geneva,  who  were  at  that  time  at  court  on  im- 


*  Though  he  was  not  yet  Bishop  of  Geneva,  but  only 
coadjutor,^  the  king  and  the  court  always  honoured  him 

with  that  title.  s 
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portant  business^  assisted  at  the  discourse.  Francis 
surpassed  biM^lf  on  the  occasion ;  and  the  king 
himself  was  so  charmed  \vith  his  eloquence,  that 
turning  to  the  deputies,  he,  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  sermon,  said  in  a  loud  tone :  ''  Well  gentlemen, 
what  do  you  say  of  the  discourse  of  your  Bishop  ?" 
'^  Sire,"  said  one  of  them,  '^  if  the  Duke  of  Savoy 
could  produce  as  powerful  reasons  against  us  as  the 
Bishop,  we  would  surrender  to  him  the  Episcopal 
See,  and  perhaps  should  all  embrace  his  religion!" 
The  king  declared  that  their  judgment  was  per-* 
fectly  correct ;  that  he  never  had  heard  a  preacher, 
who  was  Hiore  affecting,  who  possessed  more 
unction,  or  whose  life  and  actions  better  supported 
his  precepts.  li  is  reported,  that  from  this  pe- 
riod, he  formed/  a  design  of  detaining  him  in 
France,  by  giySi^  him  a  considerable  Bishopric.  - 
Indeed  vm  shov^  tiow  place  him  in  the  first  rank 

♦         •'    'V*'. 

of  our  most  holy  and  illustrious  Prelates,  if  his 
kiimilily  had  dttt  thwarted  the  yiews  of  the  king. 

^ At  the  sam^  *iSilie,  information  arrived  of  the 
dea&of  Philip  Emmanuel  of  Lorraine,  Duke  of 
Merecsur.  This  Prince  had  taken  Albe-Royale, 
from  ^3ffthomet  III,  and  he  had  raised  troops  at 
his  own  expeiaiee,  to  assist  the  Emperor  in  his 
first  exciilsion  to  Hungary.  His  great  achieve** 
ment»   induced    Rodolphus   II.    to    make    him 
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general  of  his  armies;  and  it  was  on  his  return 
from  his  able  defence  of  Canise^  a  place  besi^ed 
by  the  Turks^  that  he  died  at  Nuremberg.  As 
he  was  brother-in-law  to  Henrj  III.  the  prede- 
cessor of  his  majesty,  the  king  was  desirous  that 
every  honour  should  be  paid  to  his  memory^  that 
was  usually  shewn  to  the  Princes  of  the  blood. 
The  Duchess  of  Mercceur  his  widow^  omitted  no 
means  of  testifying  her  grief^  and  of  honouring 
the  memory  of  so  distinguished  a  Ptince ;  she  di- 
rected eyeiy  preparation  to  be  made  for  the  per- 
formance of  the  funeral  obseqmes  in  the  church 
of  our  Lady  at  Paris ;  and  Francis  was  desired  io 
pronounce  the  oration  in  praise  of  the  deceased. 
It  was  thus  in  the  presence  of  the  Royal  Princes^ 
of  the  prelates  of  France^  and  of  an  immense 
concourse  of  people^  that  he  made  that  excellent 
discourse^  which  was  afterwards  pcinted; 

He  there  gives  to  this  valiant  Prince  the  jual 
commendations  to  which  he  was  entitled  for  hay- 
ing so  often  exposed  his  life,  and  so  frequentjj 
bled  in  the  cause  of  God  and  religion;  but  he 
paints  in  colours  peculiarly  glovnng^  his  piety 
towards  God^  his  moderation  in  prosperity  and 
in  victory,  bis  humanity  towards  the  vanquished^ 
his  mild  comportment  to  his  troops^  his  tender 
care  to  spare  their  lives,  his  feeling  concern  for 
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the  poor,  and  his  inflexible  constancy  in  doing 
justice  to  all  people^  as  if  he  had  been  their 
father^  and  not  a  general  of  an  armj,  who  is  often 
compelled  by  hard  necessity  to  connive  at  great 
injustice.  He  concluded  that  if  vices  reflect  dis- 
honour on  men^  whatever  be  their  situation  in 
Ufe^  vicious  conduct  must  be  peculiarly  shameful 
in  the  great ;  that  the  more  they  are  exposed  to 
the  observation  of  mankind  and  raised  above 
others^  the  greater  should  be  their  attention  to  do 
nothing  unworthy  of  the  rank  to  which  the  Al- 
mighty has  raised  them;  that  brutal  grandeur^ 
supported  by  empty  ostentation^  must  ever  prove 
contemptible;  that  the  more, any  man  has  received 
from  God^  the  greater  ought  to  be  his  gratitude ; 
that  kings  should  ever  make  it  their  glory  to  hold 
of  Him  their  greatness ;  and  that  no  person  should 
ever  forget  to  reflect  often  on  one  critical  and  in- 
teresting truths  that  we  die  only  to  return  to  lifC;, 
happy  or  Wretched  for  an  eternity.  This  dis- 
course was  received  with  a  tumult  of  applause; 
and  Francis  notwithstanding  his  extreme  repug- 
nance, was  obliged  to  yield  to  the  entreaties  of 
the  Duchess  of  Mercosur^  tl)at  it  should  be  made 
public. 

It  wajs  about  this  time,  that  the  Cardinal  de 
Berule  communicated  to  Francis  the  design,  which 
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he  had  formed^  of  establishing  the  Carmelite 
Nuns  in  France.  Francis  who  esteemed  that  holy 
order^  agreeably  to  its  transcendant  merits  ap- 
proved the  project;  he  omitted  nothing  to  for- 
ward this  establishment;  he  employed  the  interest 
of  his  friends  at  Rome  for  this  purpose;  and  as 
the  Pope  held  him  in  high  estimation,  he  availed 
himself  of  his  ascendant  over  the  mind  of  the  Pon- 
tiff, to  promote  this  holy  enterprise.  The  suc- 
cess of  the  undertaking  corresponded  with  the  ex- 
pectations and  the  efforts  of  these  two  great  men ; 
and  this  order  is  observed  at  the  present  period  to 
abound  in  virtue  to  that  degree^  and  to  produce 
such  a  series  of  holy  personages,  that  it  cannot  be 
made  a  matter  of  doubt,  that  their  prayers  daily 
draw  upou  the  kingdom,  the  most  copious  bene- 
dictions. 

There  was  not  a  pious  assembly  in  Paris^  to 
which  Francii?  was  not  invited.  No  religious  plan 
was  adopted  without  his  participation ;  no  affair 
of  consequence,  tending  to  promote  the  gloiy  of 
God  was  transacted  without  his  advice.  Scarcely 
had  he  time,  after  such  multiplied  fatigues,  to 
allot  a  few  hours  to  that  repose,  which  is  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  recruit  the  powers  of  nature. 
He  however,  did  not  lose  sight  of  the  principal 
object  of  his  journey  to  Paris ;  and  as  that  bw^ 
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ness  often  obliged  him  to  appear  at  courts  he  had 
frequent  opportunities  of  conversing  privately  mtfa 
the  king.  This  great  prince  who  esteemed  his 
virtue  and  his  learning,  often  took  occasion  to 
consult  him  on  the  most  intricate  and  delicate 
cases  of  conscience,  respecting  his  own  conduct. 
It  may  be  pronounced,  that  this  was  one  of  the 
nicest  and  most  critical  conjunctures,  in  which  he 
was  ever  placed.  There  is  so  much  danger  in  un- 
folding naked  truth  to  the  great,  and  this  expres- 
sion, it  is  not  lawful  for  yoUy  proved  so  fatal  ii» 
St.  John  the  Baptist,  that  even  the  most  virtuous 
persons  are  daunted  at  the  attempt.  But  Francis 
never  betrayed  the  timid  weakness  to  flatter  the 
vices  of  the  great,  not  even  of  sovereigns ;  and 
when  he  was  consulted  on  the  affairs  of  their  sal- 
vation, far  from  seeking  for  pretexts  and  modifi* 
cations  not  to  disturb  their  fatal  tranquillity,  he 
made  use  of  a  holy  freedom,  but  with  such  deli- 
cate precaution  and  such  consummate  meekness, 
that  they  received  from  his  hand»  the  most  unplea- 
sant remedies,  without  tasting  their  bitterness. 

'  This  was  e^mplified  in  his  communication 
with  Henry  lY.  We  should  have  been  unacr 
quainted  with  one  of  the  finest  traits  of  his  life,  if 
this  great  king  had  act  himsdf  preserved  the  cir* 
cttmstance.  -For  one  day  assigning  areasoafof 
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the  extraordinary  affection^  ^vhich  he  bore  for  the 
Bishop  of  Geneva^  he  declared  that  he  laved  him, 
because  that  prelate  had  never  flattered  him.  A 
sentiment  worthy  of  a  king^  who  was  ever  the  idol 
of  France ;  and  whose  name  cannot  be  mentioned, 
without  exciting  in  the  breasts  of  Frenchmen^  that 
tender  regard  which  is  due  to  the  memory  of  so 
distinguished  and  so  good  a  prince.  This  example 
demonstrates^  that  it  is  not  so  much  the  truth, 
which  is  found  unpleasant  to  the  ears  of  the  great, 
as  the  manner  of  unfolding  it.  There  is  nothing 
more  becoming  the  character  of  great  princes, 
than  a  fondness  for  truth.  Fortune,  if  we  may  be 
allowed  the  expression,  bestows  on  them  every 
thing  else  with  the  utmost  profusion.  A  sincere 
friend  is  a  gift  of  heaven.  The  very  great  distance 
between  kings  and  subjects,  almost  precludes  the 
possible  existence  of  such  a  character.  Henry  the 
Great  had  other  sentiments.  He  wanted  friends, 
and  he  found  them.  It  is  true  that  he  knew  where 
to  place  his  confidence ;  but  when  once  he  had 
conferred  that  honour  on  an  individual,  he  per- 
mitted him  to  assume  that  character,  and  to  exer* 
cise  its  most  sacred  rights.  Of  this  the  history  of 
St.  Francis  of  Sales,  furnishes  an  example,  which 
reflects  too  much  honour  on  the  memory  of  this 
incomparable  prince,  to  sti^r  the  anecdote  to  fall 
into  oblivion. 
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There  was  at  court  a  nobleman^  of  the  name  of 
Deshayes^  whom  the  king  had  appointed  governor 
of  Montargis.  It  is  the  same  person^  who  was 
mentioned^  in  the  account  of  the  communication 
of  Francis  with  Bcza.  He  was  a  loys^l  subject 
and  an  excellent  man,  who  loved  his  king,  and 
possessed  a  degree  of  fidelity,  superior  to  every 
temptation. .  The  king  was  persuaded  of  this  cir- 
cumstance ;  and  Deshayes  was  accordingly  of  the 
number  of  those,  whom  this  great  prince  styled 
his  friends.  His  majesty  had  remarked  a  very 
close  connection  between  Francis  and  this  noble- 
man; this  circumstance  one  day  induced  the  king 
to  ask  Deshayes,  which  of  the  two  he  loved  most, 
himself  or  the  coadjutor  of  Geneva ;  which  of  the 
two  connections  was  the  dearest  to  his  heart; 
and  to  which  he  would  give  the  preference,  if  by 
any  possible  event,  he  were  bonstrained  to  make 
the  choice.  Deshayes,  astt)nisbed  at  this  ques- 
tion replied  to  the  king,  that  the  kindness  with 
which  his  majesty  was  so  gracious  as  to  honour 
him,  never  induced  him  to  forget,  that  he  was  his 
subject ;  that  his  obligations  to.  him  in  that  qua- 
lity, would  ever  be  superior  to  any  engagements 
which  he  could  form;  that  he  had  for  his  service 
a  zeal  and  fidelity,  without  limit;  but  as  to  friend- 
ship, the  distance  between  a  king  and  a  subject 
was  too  great  to  permit  him  to  hazard  the  use  of 

VOL.  I.  F  f 
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such  a  term ;  though  he  candidly  acknowledged^ 
that  he  felt  for  the  person  of  his  majesty  all  those 
sentiments^  which  the  roost  tender^  but  at  the 
same  time  the  most  respectful  friendship  could 
inspire.  The  king  told  him^  that  he  was  not  in- 
quiring about  his  obligations  as  a  subject;  that  he 
had  never  doubted  of  his  Zealand  fidelity;  that 
his  question  related  to  the  friendship^  which  he 
felt  for  Henry  and  not  for  the  king;  and  he 
wished  to  be  told  explicitly^  for  which  of  the  two 
he  had  the  tenderest  friendship^  the*  Bishop  of 
Geneva  or  himself.  A  courtier  more  skilled  in 
the  arts  of  dissimulation  than  Deshayes;  would 
have  answered  vnthout  hesitation;  the  warmest 
expressions  would  have  been  employed^  and  an 
appearance  of  sincerity  would  have  supplied  the 
place  of  truth.  Deshayes  was  of  a  veiy  different 
character;  he  would  rather  have  forfeited  his 
fortune  than  the  friendship  of  Francis ;  an  untruth 
was  repugnant  to  his  principles ;  he  knew  not  the 
art  of  dissimulation ;  and  had  he  attempted  io 
practice  it^  bis  countenance  and  his  manner  would 
have  betrayed  him.  The  king,  who  was  delighted 
with  such  characters^  amused  himself  with  adding 
to  the  embarrassment  of  Deshayes,  and  pressed  his 
question  by  saying,  Deshayes,  I  must  have  an 
answer.  At  length  Deshayes  not  being  able  to  re- 
cede, replied  in  these  terms ;  "that  since  his  majesty 


OF  SALES.      BOQ&  IT.  451 

,  commanded  him  to  speaks  he  would  own^  that  he 
felt  for  him  all  the  yeneration  and  tender  rc^rd^ 
of  which  he  was  susceptible ;  but  at  the  same  time^ 
he  must  say^  that  he  was  extremely  fond  of  the 
Bishop  of  Geneva/*  This  answer,  far  from  dis- 
pleasing the  king,  on  the  contrary,  gave  him  an 
exalted  opinion  of  the  generous  disposition  of 
Deshayes.  '^  I  find/'  said  he,  ''  nothing  to  blame 
in  your  sentiments,  but  I  must  entreat  you  both, 
that  I  may  be  associated  to  your  friendship/'  He 
added,  that  he  had  commissioned  the  Duke  of 
Epemon  to  solicit  the  Bishop  of  Geneva  to  re« 
main  in  France,  to  promise  him  the  first  vacant 
Bishopric,  and  in  the  mean  time  a  pension  of 
four  thousand  livres.  Deshayes,  transported  with 
joy,  threw  himself  at  the  feet  of  his  majesty,  to 
thank  him  for  his  handsome  ofier;  more  intent 
on  the  advantages  of  his  friend,  than  if  the  king 
had  made  him  a  corresponding  present.  But  this 
great  king,  raising  him,  said  with  his  usual  kind- 
ness ;  ''  Go  and  anticipate  the  commission  of  the 
Duke  of  Epernon,  if  it  be  possible ;  and  inform 
the  Bishop  of  Geneva  of  my  intentions  in  his 
iavour/' 

It  may  be  laid  dow]\  as  a  general  maxim,  that 
the  French  should  be  ruled  by  a  sovereign,  who 
exhilHts  great  majesty,  who  enforces  the  respect 
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doe  to  his  chancter^  and  who  admits  but  littie 
familiar  intercourse.  It  cannot  however  be  de- 
nied^ that  a  kind  deportment  like  that  o[  Henij 
the  Greats  carries  with  it  undescribaUe  rhar«ff 
Much  prudence  is  unquestionabl j  necessaij  to  re- 
gulate such  a  manDer;  bnt  when  a  soTcieigD  has 
attained  that  just  medium,  so  rareij  to  be  fomd, 
reli^oo  onlj  can  impose  a  proper  restraint  on  the 
Teneration^  which  the  subject  is  inclined  to  bestow. 
It  was  thus  that  Heniy  the  Great  won  the  hearts 
of  his  subjects;  and  ne^er  was  anj  one  found  to 
abuse  his  familiarity^  but  the  Marshal  de  Biron ; 
but  God  permitted  that  he  should  meet  with 
deserred  punishment. 

While  this  intenriew  between  the  kii^  and 
Deshajes  was  takii^  place^  the  Duke  of  Epemon 
had  already  performed  his  commission;  he  had 
solicited  Francis^  in  the  name  of  his  majesty^  to 
remain  in  France,  and  bad  made  the  offer  ci 
the  Bishopric  and  of  the  pension.  But  the  solicita- 
tions of  the  Duke  were  without  effect.  Francis 
replied  with  great  sentiments  of  gratitude,  that 
his  majesty  did  him  more  honour  than  he  desenred ; 
that  his  heroic  qualities  sufficiently  gained  all 
hearts^  without  the  addition  of  such  distinguished 
benefits;  that  he  was  deeply  impressed  with  the 
proposed  happiness  of  beiog  the  subject  of  so  great 
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and  so  good  a  prince;  that  if  he  followed  the 
feelings  of  his  own  hearty  he  should  embrace  such 
an  eligible  situation ;  but  that^  as  to  the  Bishopric, 
God  had  called  him  againidt  his  will  to  govern  the 
diocese  of  Geneva ;  and  that  to  correspond  with 
his  vocation^  he  believed  himself  obliged  to  remain 
at  his  port  during  life ;  that  with  respect  to  the 
pension^  the  little  reveilue  which  he  enjoyed,  was 
sufficient  for  his  maintenance,  and  that  any  addi* 
tional  supply  would  only  serve  to  embarrass  him 
in  his  duties.  When  this  answer  was  reported  to 
the  king,  his  majesty  was  exceedingly  affected ; 
he  admired  that  noble  disengagement  from  honours 
and  the  gifts  of  fortune,  and  .he  could  not  help 
remarking,  that  there  was  something  more  noble 
in  despising  such  objects,  than  in  subduing  empires. 
He  ever  after  proposed  him  as  a  model  of  Christian 
perfection,  and  declared,  that  he  knew  no  one 
more  capable  of  restoring^the  ecclesiastical  state 
to  its  primitive  splendor,  or  t)f  suppressing  die 
heresies  which  disturbed  his  kno^om;  and  that  it 
was  pity  that  so  great  a  man  should  be  banished 
to  the  mountains  of  Savoy.  < 

*  It  might  naturally  have  been  expected,  that 
virtue  so  distinguished  and  so  gafierally  acknow- 

*  Aug.  of  Sales.     Book  IV.     Anon.     Book  I.    . 
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legged,  would  hsve  liifsi  abo  Ye  tiie  leacb  ofcaiy 
and  calmngr.  But  wkmt  is  tiieie  so  boljr,  as  not 
to  be  eqiosed  to  ilie  aHaeks  of  these  daik  and  m- 
sidioiis  Yices?  And  where  do  they  leigii  with 
gnmUx  impamfyy  and  possess  a  raoie  fatal  bbIii- 
Oioe^  than  in  the  oonrts  of  printes?  Baiien  aad 
UKonnlenaaced  merit  never  feds  their  hostility; 
bal  when  it  basks  in  the  sundnne  of  rojal  &Tom; 
the  eniious  never  £ul  to  shew  a  mortal  aversion; 
and  th^  will  rather  rain  the  party,  than  forgive 
sopmor  merit  The  effects  of  this  passion  Francis 
expenenced  at  thia  period  of  his  life.  His  merit, 
or  rather  the  fkvoor  of  the  king,  excited  jealoosj-; 
and  those  infected  vrith  this  passion,  d^ennined 
to  ruin  him.  To  succeed  in  tins  design,  th^ 
formed  a  plan  to  accuse  him  of  an  attempt  to 
renew  the  can^iiacy  of  the  Mardial  de  Biron 
against  the  life  of  Hat  king.  It  is  not  doohted 
that  the  Duke  of  Savoj  was  acccssaij  to  that  ce* 
Idbrated  conspiracy.  Frands  was  his  subject; 
and  that  vras  the  basis  of  Aeir  accosatioo.  Thcj 
applied  to  the  king,  and  observed  to  hira,  that 
the  a{^arent  virtue  of  Francis  was  nothing  but 
hypocrisy  in  disguise ;  that  in  fact  he  vras  but  an 
emissary  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  and  more  dan- 
gerous and  more  to  be  dreaded,  as  he  possessed 
the  art  of  insinuation,  and  the  tal»it  of  concfliat- 
iug  firi^ids;  that  the  re-establishment  of  the 
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tholic  religion  ifi  the  bailiwick  of  Gex  was  only  a 
pretext ;  and  that  the  true  motiye  of  his  journey 
to  Paris  was  Tery  different  from  the  apparent 
object. 

These  accusations  were  too  vague  to  produce 
any  effect  on  the  mind  of  the  king ;  and  to  give 
them  some  strength^  they  added^  that^he  Wiasin* 
timately  connected  with  all  those^  who  were  su8« 
pected  of  being  the  partisans  of  Biron^  and  of 
being  gained  by  the  Duke  of  Savoy;  that  he  had 
not  been  able  to  refrain  from  speaking  in  terms  of 
esteem  of  the  Marshal;  that  one  day  going  into 
the  church  where  he  was  buried^  he  had  been 
heard  to  vent  very  deep  sighs ;  that  some  time 
after  being  requested  to  preach  there^  he  recom- 
mended to  his  audience  the  success  of  an  impor- 
tant affair ;  and  that  this  affair  in  all  probability, 
could  be  nothing  else  but  the  renewal  of  the  con- 
spiracy of  Biron.  Hence  they  concluded^  that  it 
would  be  a  prudent  measure  to  seize  his  person 
%nd  his  papers;  and  they  insisted^  that  much 
would  be  discovered^  that  never  could  be  sus^ 
pected  from  a  man  apparently  so  virtuous^  and  so 
disengaged  from  earthly  objects. 

Though  the  reasons  produced  were  extremely 
weakj  Hemy>  who  had  very  deUcate  feelings  on 


456  THE  UF£  OF  ^.  FRANCIS 

the  affair  uader  consideration^  found  in  them  sooie 
a^)earance  of  probability ;  but  bis  prudence  did 
not  allow  him  to  raise  an  alarm  without  farther 
information.  He  judged  it  necessary  to  direct 
his  motions  to  be  observed;  and  unfortunately 
gave  the  commission  to  those  persons^  who  had 
just  obtruded  their  advice^  that  is^  to  those  who 
were  chiefly  interested  in  giving  a  colour  of  truth  to 
their  information^  whatever  might  be  the  conse- 
quence. However^  as  Francis  had  a  considerable 
number  of  friends  at  courts  this  accusation  could 
not  remain  so  impenetrably  secret^  without  reach- 
ing the  ears  of  a  nobleman^  by  whom  he  was  much 
beloved;  he  went  immediately  to  convey  to  him 
the  intelligence;  and.Bot  finding  him^  he  repaired 
to  the  church  of  St  Benedict,  where  Francis  was 
preaching  during  the  octave  of  Corpus  Christi. 
His  friend  found  him  at  the  bottom  of  the  pulpit 
ready  to  ascend;  and  there  it  was^  that  he  made 
him  acquaibted  with  the  cnme^  that  was  laid  to 
his  charge. 

• 

There  is  scarcely  any  degree  of  innocence^  that 
can  withstand  the  effects  of  such  suspicions; 
trouble  and  agitation  of  mind  are  the  natural  con- 
sequences; and  the  less  inclination  the  accused 
party  feels  for  the  commission  of  a  crime^  pro- 
portionably  greater  is  the  surprise^  that  an  accusa* 
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tion  can  be  raised.  Francis  felt  nothing  of  this 
natural  discomposure.  With  full  reliance  on  his 
own  innocence,  on  the  discernment  and  goodness 
of  the  king,  and  particularly  on  tJie  protection  of 
God,  he  thanked  the  nobleman  for  his  information, 
with  a  tranquillity  which  surprised  him,  ascended 
the  pulpit,  and  never  preached  with  greater  force 
and  eloquence.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  sermon, 
his  noble  friend,  who  heard  him,  acknowledged 
that  he  was  seriously  alarmed  at  his  composure. 
He  conjured  him  to  neglect  no  means  of  extricat- 
ing himself  from  an  affair,  in  which  the  least  sus- 
picious circumstance  might  prove  fatal  to  his  re- 
putation and  to  his  life.  Francis  replied,  that  be 
was  determined  to  justify  himself,  but  that  he 
should  wish  to  perform  the  duty  without  injuring 
his  enemies.  The  nobleman  replied,  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  little  consequence,,  at  whose  expence 
his  justification  should  be  made;  that  his  accusers 
could  only  be  villains,  who  deserved  not  to  be 
spared;  and  that  justice  required,  that  they  should 
be  covered  with  that  confusion,  which  they  had 
so  well  merited.  Francis  contented  himself  with 
saying,  that  he  did  not  reason  in  that  manner, 
and  that  God  would  give  him  the  grace  to  justify 
himself,  without  accusing  or  discomposing  any 
individual.     He  instantly  went  to  see  the  king. 
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But  he  was  already  justified  in  the  mind  (^ 
Heniy.     That  great  prince  had  been  tumble  to 
reflect  on  the  general  tenor  of  his  conduct,  the 
sanctity  of  his  life,  the  meekness  of  his  disposi- 
tion, his  zeal  and  disengagement  from  the  world, 
without  acquitting  him  of  the  charge ;  he  even 
reproached  himself  for  having  one  moment  sus- 
pected him  of  a  crime,  which  cannot  be  thoij^fat 
of  without  horror.     At  that  time  of  sober  re- 
flection,   Francis  ent^^  the  royal   i^artment, 
with  that  tranquil  and  sweet  air,  which  marked 
the  innocence  of  his  soul;  whatever  diadow  €ti 
suspicion  might  have  existed  in  the  mind  of  the 
king,  was  in  an  instant  dissipated.     His  majesty 
eren  anticipated  his  design  ;  and  taking  him  aside^ 
toM  him  not  to  take  the  trouble  to  make  any  ^s- 
tification ; .  that  the  more  enormous  was  the  cfime^ 
with  which  he  wa3  charged,  the  less  he  bdieved 
him  capable  of  committing  it;  that  he  was  per« 
suaded  of  his  sincere  attachment ;  and  that,  if  it 
were  necessary^  he  would  himself  be  resfM>iinble 
for  his  innocaice.     Francis  replied,  that  be  bad 
neyer  interposed  in  affairs  of  state;  but  that  if  be 
had  to  embark  m  that  course,  he  should  not  begin 
his  political  career,  by  an  action  so  atrocious  and 
so  unworthy  of  the  fayours,  which  he  had  recoTcd 
from  his  majesty;  that  he  assured  him,  that  he 
had  neTcr  received  any  order  from  his  own  sove* 
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reign  to  his  disadvantage ;  and  that  there  was  no 
consideration^  nor  any  authority  on  earthy  that 
could  oblige  him  to  conspire  against  the  lowest 
of  mankind^  much  less  against  the  greatest  and  the 
best  prince  in  the  world ;  and  that  so  far  from 
seeking  to  destroy  so  precious  a  life^  God  was  his 
witness^  that  he  was  willing  to  part  with  his  own^ 
for  hispresenration.  After  this  pathetic  address; 
he  made  a  profound  reverence,  to  kiss  the  hand  of 
his  majesty;  but  this  great  prince^  embracing  him 
tenderly,  said  in  a  low  tone :  "  My  Lord  Bishop 
of  Geneva,  I  am  persuaded  of  the  truth  of  all 
that  you  have  said ;  let  us  be  greater  friends  than 


ever.'* 


Any  other  man  but  Frands  would  have  de- 
manded .  justice  against  his  accusers ;  specious 
reasons  would  not  have  been  watiting,  and  the 
honour  due  to  individual  character  would  have 
served  as  a  pretext  to  private  vengeance.  But  he 
was  so  far  from  entertaining  these  sentiments,  that 
he  was  determined  to  solicit  their  pardon  of  the 
king,  if  he  had  discovered  any  intention  to  bring 
them  to  punishment.  But  princes  are  often 
obliged  to  dissemble  their  knowledge  of  many 
events;  even  those,  who  like  Henry  are  lovers  of 
justice,  have  often  reasons  not  to  administer  it 
with  that  ixsLct  severity,  which  is  to  be  desired^ 
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But  in  the  place  of  that  sa^faction^  Mhith 
FraDcis  never  asked,  no  sooner  had  he  left  the 
royal  apartments,  than  this  great  prince  enquired 
of  Deshayes^  vhat  was  the  amount  of  the  reve- 
nuea  of  the  Bishop  of  Geneva.  Desfaayes  in- 
formed his  majesty,  that  he  was  formerly  veiy 
rich:  but  that  since  the  inhabitants  <^  Geneva 
had  usurped  the  greatest  part  of  his  revalues,  he 
had  at  most  but  three  or  four  thousand  livres 
a  year.  The  king  observed  that  such  a  reyenue 
was  not  sufficient  for  a  deserving  man  like  the 
^padjutor  of  Geneva;  and  he  ordered  Deshayes 
to  make  him  an  offer  in  his  name  of  a  pension  o£^ 
thousand  crowns,  for  which  he  was  going  to  issue 
a  writ.  Deshayes  went  immediately  to  perform 
bis  commksiott.  Frascis  who  had  already  de- 
clined a  more  considerable  pension^  thought  there 
would  be  an  appearance  of  affectattoa  in  persisting 
in  an  obstinate  refusal  to  acc^  the  favours  of  so 
great  a  king.  His  ansviFcr  ther^ore  to  Deshayes 
wa&,  that  he  requested  him  to  thank  his  majesty 
in  his  name,  and  to  tell  him,  that  his  presents  did 
him  too  much  honour,  to  decline  them  ;  but  thai; 
as  he  was  not  at  the  time  in  want  of  money,  and 
he  knew  not  the  art  of  keeping  it,  his  majesty 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  consent,  that  the 
sum  in  question  might  remain  in  the  hands  of  his 
treasurer,  and  that  he  would  ask  for  it  in  the  hour 
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of  want.  The  king  perceived,  that  this  was  a 
polite  refusal ;  but  he  thought  the  answer  so  in- 
genious^ that  he  could  not  help  saying,  that  he  had 
never  given  a  pension,  for  which  he  had  been  so 
politely  thsMiked,  as  for  that  offered  to  the  Bishop 
of  Geneva. 

Notwithstanding  the  failure  of  his  enemies  in 
raising  against  him  a  groundless  charge,  he  could 
not  help  regarding  the  event  as  a  warning  from 
heaven,  to  retire  from  the  court  of  France.  He 
redoubled  his  solicitations  to  bring  the  affair  of 
the  bailiwick  of  Gex  to  a  speedy  conclusion.  He 
applied  immediately  to  the  king.  But  whatever 
might  have  been*  the  desire  of  this,  great  monarch, 
to  give  him  complete  satisfaction,  he  was  enabled 
bu|t  partially  to  comply  with  his  request;  but  he 
did  it  with  this  obliging  declaration,  that  he 
should  distrust  the  ardent  conduct  of  any  other, 
but  th^t  he  was  confident,  that  the  zeal  of  the 
Bishop  of  Geneva  would  never  be  attended  but 
with  beneficial  effects  for  the  service  of  God,  and 
the  advantage  o£  his  kingdom.  After  Francis 
had  thanked  his  majesty  in  the  most  humble  terms, 
he  observed  to  him,  that  difficulties  might  arise 
in  the  execution  of  his  orders,  and  that  he  should 
want  letters  from  his  majesty  to  the  Baron  of  Luz, 
and  to  the  parliament  of  Dijon,  to  which  he 
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begged  be  might  be  allowed  to  mpptj  io  tbe  erent 
<rf*  any  difficuUy^  that  migfat  require  the  interpo- 
titioa  of  his  royal  authority.  He  tberefbre  es- 
treated the  kii^,  to  exteod  that  protectioo^  with 
which  he  was  so  kind  as  to  honour  him^  to  the 
ecclesiastics  of  the  bailiwicks  of  Gex^  of  Bugfj 
and  of  Valroracy.  The  kiug^  who  knew  not  how 
to  do  a  favour  by  haWes^  instantly  complied  with 
the  whole  extent  of  his  demands:  thus  Francis 
having  no  more  business  at  court,  took  leave  erf* 
his  majesty^  and  departed  to  the  great  regret  of 
his  friends,  in  order  to  repair  to  Anaecj. 


*  At  the  distance  of  some  days  joumcj  from 
I^ris,  be  received  letters  conv^ng  Iht  nrforma- 
tion  of  the  death  of  Claud  de  Grenier,  Bidwp  of 
Geneva.  He  was  a  prelate  of  superior  merit,  dis- 
tinguished by  his  sanctity  and  his  abilities;  he 
vras  ^inobled  by  his  birth,  being  descended  from 
one  of  the  most  illustrious  and  most  ancient  fum- 
Kes  of  the  country ;  he  had  been  early  trailed  in 
the  monastery  of  Taloires,  of  the  order  of  St. 
Benedict;  there  he  had  made  his  fmStsmoa,  and 
was  prior  of  the  house,  when  the  Duke  of  Savnj 
named  him  io  the  Bishopric  of  Geneva.  He  go- 
verned that  church  five  and  twenty  years^  with  so 


^  Aa^«  of  Sales.    Bo«k  IV^    Anon*     Book  T. 
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much  prudence^  pi^ty^  zeal^  firmness  and  meek-> 
nessj  that  he  gained  the  esteem  aad  the  afi*ection 
of  th^  whole  diocese.  He  was  habitually  severe 
to  himself;  and  his  elevation  to  the  See  of  Geneva^ 
induced  him  to  make  no  relaxation  of  the  rule^ 
which  he  religiously  observed  till  his  death.  He 
loved  the  poor  with  parental  affection;  he  ob- 
served a  rigid  economy^  in  order  to  be  enabled  to 
relieve  their  distress;  and  notwithstanding  the 
smallness  of  his  income^  his  charities  were  ex- 
tremely abundant.  Towards  the  end  of  his  days 
his  infirmities  greatly  increased ;  but  the  continual 
illness^  with  which  he  was  afflicted^  contributed 
to  display  a  model  of  patience  and  of  disengage- 
ment from  earthly  afiections.  Of  this  latter  qua- 
lity he  gave  an  instance  never  sufficiently  to  be 
admired^  in  choosing  Francis  of  Sales  for  his  sue-  ^ 
cessor^  to  the  prejudice  of  his  own  nephew^  who 
possessed  every  quality^  that  could  adorn  the  cha- 
racter of-a  holy  Bishop.  His  memory  is  held  in 
benediction ;  and  the  church  of  Geneva  at  the  pre- 
sent day  considers  him  as  one  of  the  greatest 
prelates^  that  ever  governed  it  from  the  period  of 
its  foundation. 

Francis^  who  had  always  honoured  him  as  his 
father^  and  loved  him  as  a  friend^  lamented  his 
death  with  the  deepest  and  the  sincerest  affliction. 
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as  he  was  not  elevated  with  the  thoughts  of  filling 
his  place.  In  fact,  he  was  not  yet  recovered  from 
those  pious  alarms,  which  thef  duties  of  the  Epis- 
copal station  had  excited ;  the  nearer  he  approached 
to  the  awful  charge,  the  more  unworthy  he  judged 
himself  of  the  honour ;  and  could  bis  wishes  have 
rendered  his  predecessor  immortal,  he  would  not 
have  spared  them,  from  a  secondary  motive  of 
not  succeeding  to  his  station.  However  as  it  was 
a  matter  of  necessity,  to  fill  the  vacant  See,  he 
hastened  to  Savoy;  but  he  delicately  postponed 
his  entrance  into  Annecy,  that  the  joy  occasioned 
by  the  arrival  of  their  new  Bishop,  might  not  di- 
minish that  tender  tribute  of  grief,  which  was  due 
to  the  memory  of  his  predecessor.  He  chose  the 
Castle  of  Sales  for  the  place  of  his  retreat ;  and 
thither  he  proceeded  to  prepare  himself  for  his 
consecration.  The  domain  of  Sales  was  formerly 
an  Earldom ;  but  it  has  been  made  a  Marquisate 
by  the  Duke  of  Savoy.  The  situation  of  the  castle 
in  a  small  plain  at  the  foot  of  mount  Feree,  is 
not  unpleasant ;  and  the  river  Filire,  which  flows 
by  it,  enhances  the  beauty  of  the  scene.  The 
house  is  extremely  commodious  for  the  reception 
of  guests ;  of  this  a  judgment  may  be  formed  by  the 
size  of  one  of  the  wings,  which  contains  twenty-six 
rooms  on  a  floor,  with  adjoining  closets.  The 
gardens  and  the  other  conveniences  necessary'  and 
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ornamental  correspond  'sviih  the  building ;  and  on 
the  whole  the  castle  of  Sales  was  then  one  of  the 
finest  houses  of  Savoy.  This  was  not  however 
the  motive  which  induced  Francis  to  select  this 
spot^  in  which  he  might  prepare  himself  for  his 
consecration :  he  was  too  full  of  a  spirit  of  pe* 
nance  to  entertain  such  sentiments ;  but  it  would 
have  been  difficult  to  find  an  asylum  more  solitary 
and  more  secluded  from  the  intercourse  of  the 
world.  The  neighbourhood  of  Annecy  was  an-* 
other  motive^  and  the  entreaties  of  his  mother 
completed  his  determination. 

He  spent  the  first  days  after  his  arrival  in  re-^ 
ceiving  the  visits  and  compliments  of  the  clergy^ 
the  nobility^  and  of  the  difierent  associations  in  his 
diocese^  who  came  to  congratulate  him  on  his  re- 
turn^ and  on  his  elevation  to  the  episcopal  chair. 
As  soon  as  he  was  disengaged  from  company^  and 
left  to  enjoy  solitude^  he  sent  to  Thonon  to  rcr 
quest  the  father  Fourrier^  a  Jesuit,  to  have  the 
goodness  to  repair  to  Sales^  and  to  be  his  director 
during  a  retreat  of  twenty  days,  which  he  pur- 
posed to  make  in  that  retired  place.  It  was  under 
the  direction  pf  this  pious  and  learned  religious, 
that  he  drew  up  a  plan  of  conduct^  which  he  was 
determiiied  to  follow  through  life.  A  general 
confession  of  all  his  sins,  meditation,  silence,  fast- 
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ing,  the  most  austere  prmctioes  of 
were  prepantoiy  to  the  design  which  he  hid 
fonaedy  serioudj  to  promote  the  edification  of  hn 
people  bj  the  rcgahitioo  of  Ids  persoo  and  of  he 
house.  As  it  was  hj  the  constant  and  faithful  ob- 
servance of  the  ndes,  which  he  then  laid  down  fiir 
Us  own  conduct,  that  he  attained  that  h^fa  de- 
gree ^  sanctitjr^  which  has  rendered  Inn  an  object 
of  Teneration  to  all  the  fidthful,  die  reader  wiD 
^lot  be  displeased  with  the  detail,  which  is  here 
giYeiL  We  dudl  f«t  b^in  hy  the  exterior  regu- 
lations re^^ecting  his  person  and  house,  and  pro- 
ceed in  order  to  those,  which  regard  the  principles 
of  an  interior  lificL 

*  He  nmde  tterefisre  an  inrarialiie  regulation 
nerer  to  wear  anjr  silk  in  his  dress,  nor  an^  attiie 
too  splendid  and  gandj,  such  as  camlet ;  but  al- 
ways to  use  wo<dlen,  and  in  the  same  style  of 
simplicitj^  as  he  obserred  before  his  deration  to 
the  episcopacr;  the  magnificence  of  dress  he  by 
no  means  thought  the  distii^uishing  mark  of  a 
Bishop  firom  ao  ordinary  Priest  He  rescdrcd 
never  to  appear  in  the  church,  nor  io  public, 
without  his  rochet  camail,  the  purple  ornament 
worn  by  Bishops ;  and,  as  much  as  possible  to 
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use  them  in  his  own  house ;  this  dress  he  considered 
as  a  perpetual  admonition  to  attend  to  that  deco- 
rum^ modesty  and  reserve^  which  a  Bishop  should 
ever  exhibit  both  in  his  own  house^  and  in  every 
other  place.  We  may  likewise  here  mention  the 
strict  injunction  which  he  imposed  on  himself, 
never  to  speak  to  persons  of  the  female  sex  without 
witnesses.  His  house  was  to  be  neat^  but  furnished 
in  a  style  of  simplicity^  without  paintii^^  or  any 
pictures  but  of  devotion^  apd  even  those  were  to  be 
inconsiderable  as  to  their  number  and  value;  he 
banished  all  magnificence  of  furniture^  and  with 
difficulty  permitted^  that  two  rooms  should  be  or- 
namented with  tapistjry^  one  for  strangers^  and 
one  to  receive  visits.  He  derived  himself  of  the 
use  of  a  carriage^  of  a  litter  and  even  of  a  chair. 
His  journies  were  always  to  be  performed  on  foot^ 
even  in  the  visitation  of  his  diocese,  and  in  the 
worst  of  road3^  unless  very,  unseasonable  weather 
should  oblige  him  to  use  a  horse. 

He  reduced  his  domestic  attendants  to  two 
priests;  one  of  whom  was  to-be  his  almoner^  and 
always  to  attend  him^  and  the  other  to  have  the 
care  of  the  temporal  concerns,  and  to  inspect  the 
conduct  of  those  in  his  service ;  he  employed  two- 
valetSj  one  for  company,  the  other  for  himself; 
a  single  footman  and  two  men  servants  in  the 
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kitchen  completed  his  household.  They  were  for* 
bidden  to  wear  swords^  or  dress  of  any  other  colour 
than  that  of  a  dark  brown;  their' conduct  was  to 
be  orderly^  modest  and  edifying ;  and  they  were 
frequently  to  approach  to  the  sacraments.  Every 
kind  of  game  was  prohibited  in  his  houshold ;  and 
care  was  taken  to  give  them  such  useful  occupa- 
tion^ as  allowed  no  time  for  dissipation.  They 
were  expressly  enjoined  to  shew  great  deference 
and  respect  to  the  ecclesiastics^  particularly  to  the 
priests ;  of  this  conduct  he  himself  was  to  give  the 
iexample.  His  house  was  always  open ;  and  strangers^ 
who  had  no  regular  accommodation  intown^  were 
kindly  enjoined  to  lodge  no  wfaere.but  in  the  epis- 
copal palace.  It  will  be  imagined  that  about  a 
thousand  crowns  a  year,  which  was  the  revenue  of 
the  Bishop  of  Geneva,  did  not  enable  him  to  support 
a  larger  establishment ;  but  it  must  be  remembered, 
that  independently  of  the  circumstance  that  Savoy  is 
perhaps  the  cheapest  country  in  the  world,  Francis 
was  the  eldest  son  of  the  illustrious  house  of  Sales, 
and  that  as  the  Count  his  father,  would  never 
consent  that  he  should  relinquish  his  birth-right, 
he  had  ample  means  of  living  in  a  higher  style  of 
splendor,  if  his  modesty  and  his  love  for  the  poor 
bad  not  precluded  such  a  plan. 

As  to  his  personal  conveniences  and  the  regula- 
tion of  his  table,  he  considered  it  a  duty  to  prac- 
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tice  with  the  utmost  exactness^  what  the  councils 
enjoin  to  Bishops^  relative  to  temperance  and 
frugality.  Ordinary  dishes  only  were  to  be  pro- 
vided^ unless  some  person  of  distinction  should  be 
his  guest ;  for  in  that  case^  he  had  made  it  a  rule 
to  avoid  singularity.  But  then  it  was  to  be  his 
practice^  without  any  affectation^  to  confine  him- 
self to  plain  food^  and  he  possessed  a  singular 
address  in  avoiding  the  use  of  any  thing  exquisite 
or  delicate.  Priests^  as  far  as  circumstances  would 
permit^  were  to  occupy  the  first  places  at  his 
table.  Some  good  book  was  to  be  read  during 
half  the  time  of  the  repast^  the  remaining  part 
was  allotted  to  innocent  and  useful  conversation. 

Finally^  as  he  had  learned  from  St.  Paul^  that 
he  who  does  not  know  how  to  regulate  his  own 
house^  will  be  much  more  incapable  of  governing 
the  Church  of  God^  he  omitted  no  means  of  esta- 
blishing that  order  in  his  houshold^  that  it  might 
serve  as  a  model  to  others.  Thus  having  chosen 
his  domestics  with  all  possible  care^  he  laboured 
to  render  their  lives  pious  and  exemplary.  On 
that  accounts  though  by  his  plan  a  priest  was  ap- 
pointed to  inspect  their  conduct^  he  considered 
himself  by  no  means  exempt  from  a  personal  atten- 
tion to  their  welfare.  He  lived  with  them  as  a 
father  with  his  children ;  and  he  used  to  say  that 
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it  was  not  possible  to  shew  them  too  much  kind« 
ness ;  that  there  iiras  an  obligation  of  alleviating 
by  gentle  manners  the  pressure  of  their  ntuation ; 
and  that  if  Providence  had  reversed  their  lot^  they 
would  have  been  oui^  superiors^  as  we  by  the  pre- 
sent order  of  things  are  raised  above  them.  He 
knew  however  the  art  of  confinii^  this  kindness 
within  its  just  and  natural  limits.  For  if  any  one 
of  his  dependants  did  not  conduct  himself  with 
that  propriety,  l^hich  a  house  sawell  regulated 
required,  he  was  instantly  i^rimanded,  and  even 
dismissed,  if  the  &,uH  deserred  thai  penalty.  The 
same  kindness  he  wished  always  to  be  shewn  to 
those,  who  farmed  the  episcopal  revenues,  and  to 
his  debtors;  he  sometimes  lost  by  this  conduct, 
and  his  steward  would  venture  to  compliio ;  but 
he  replied,  that  a  Bishop  ought  not  to  be  ri- 
gorous in  exacting  his  dues,  and  that  nothing 
more  became  his  character,  than  sometimes  to 
surrender  his  rights. 

Besides  his  private  and  secret  charities,  which 
must  have  been  extensive,  as  he  never  on  any  oc- 
casion refused  to  give  alms,  he  required  that 
public  charities  should  be  bestowed  at  the  gates 
of  the  episcopal  palace ;  and  that  reHef  should  be 
given  to  the  hospital,  to  the  Friar  minors,  to  the 
Dominicans  and  to  the  Nuns  of  St.  Clare.     He 
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said  on  this  occasion^  that  it  is  net  lanrful  ior-a 
Bishop  to  conceal  all  his  good  works^  p^ict* 
larly  those  of  conscientious  oMigation^  such  as 
works  of  charity ;  as  it  is  one  of  the  highest  of  bis 
duties  to  give  good  example  to  his  people.  Frofii 
the  same  motite  of  edification^  he  made  it  a  con- 
stant rule^  to  assist  on  all  feasts  of  devotion  at  the" 
churches^  in  which  they  were  celehrated;  and  be 
was  there  seen  to  attend  at  the  office  and  sermon. 
It  was  his  favourite  m^xim^  thai  when  the  service  of 
God  and  of  our  neighlH^w  is  eoncerned^  a  Bishop 
ought  i^ways  to  app^ajr.  at  th^.  bead  of  bis  people. 
But  his  leading  r^ulation  was^  neyer  to  depend 
on  any  one  for  the  care  of  the  poor  and  the  sick^ 
but  to  visit  them  him^lf^  and  to  provide  in  person 
for  their  wants,  and  their  con^forts;  this  duty  he 
afterwards  dischajfged  with  sueb  •  punctuality^  as 
excited  astonishment^  bow  with  so  little  a,  re- 
venue^ he  could  meet  such  extensive  demands.  It 
is  true  that  in  an  hour  of  need  he  would  mortgage 
even  bis  chapel.  But  whatever  may  be  said^  bis 
example  shews^  that  when  a  man  is  determined  to 
withdraw  from  luxury  whatever  it  demands  be* 
yond  necessaries^  the  calls  of  charity  mpy  easily  be 
answered. 

Finally  he  made  a  firm  resolution  never  to  enter 
on  any  legal  proceedings ;  and  rather  to  suffer 
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wrong,  than  to  have  recourse  to  law  for  redress. 
He  said  on  that  subject^  that  St.  Paul  forbade 
Christians  to  apply  to  courts  of  judicature;  that 
much  more  was  the  prohibition  e:Ktended  to  Bi- 
shops; that  one  of  the  leading  qualities  which 
*  St.  Paul  requires  of  them  is^  that  they  should  not 
be  litigious;  and  hfs  added^  what  is  universally 
known  to  have  been  one  of  his  maxims^  that  in  a 
hundred  weight  of  law^  there  never  was  an  ounce 
of  charity.  Francis  having  made  these  regula- 
tions for  the  exterior  government^  and  the  exter- 
nal duties  of  the  Bishop^  adopted  the  following 
plan  as  the  rule  of  an  interior  life. 

He  was  to  rise  every  day  at  four  in  the  morning, 
to  make  an  hour's  meditation^  to  recite  the  morn- 
ing office^  to  say  prayers  to  his  housdioid^  and 
read  the  holy  scriptures  till  seven ;  he  then  studied 
till  nine^  v^ben  he  quitted  his  studies  to  say  mass; 
and  every  day  he  made  it  a  rule  to  celebrate  the 
Divine  mysteries.  After  mass  he  employed  the 
remaining  part  of  the  morning  in  the  affairs  of  his 
diocese  till  dinner.  After  dinner  he  allotted  an 
hour  to  conversation^  and  then  resumed  the  busi- 
ness of  his  diocese  till  the  evening;  when  there 
was  no  business  to  engage  his  attention^  he  de- 
voted the  time  to  study  and  to  prayer.  After  sup- 
per some  book  of  devotion  was  read  for  sin  hour ; 
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and  this  lecture  furnished  the  subject  of  the  medi- 
tation for  the  ensuing  day.  The  prayers  to  the 
houshold  were  then  said^  when^  after  all  had  re- 
tired, he  said  matins  for  the  following  day.  This 
was  the  order  of  the  day,  which  he  framed  for 
himself 

Besides  the  fasts,  commanded  by  the  Church, 
he  made  a  rule  of  fasting  every  Friday  and  Satur-^ 
day,  and  on  the  eves  of  the  festivals  of  the  Blessed 
Virgin.  On  solemn  festivals,  he  assisted  at  the 
whole  office  of  the  cathedral  with  bis  houshold. 
On  Sundays  and  common  festivals,  he  contented 
himself  with  attending  at  the  high  mass  and 
vespers.  Every  year  he  made  a  retreat  often  days. 
To  this  exercise  he  devoted  the  time  of  Shrovetide, 
in  order,  as  he  said,  to  prepare  himself  to  spend 
lent  in  proper  dispositions,  and  in  some  manner 
to  atone  for  the  disorders,  which  were  committed 
in  that  time  of  riot  and  intemperance. 

As  he  was  strongly  persuaded  of  that  truth 
taught  by  the  council  of  Trent,  that  preaching  is 
the  principal  duty  of  Bishops ;  that  for  their  ex- 
ample, Christ  their  great  model  had  said,  that  he 
had  to  announce  the  gospel,  because  he  was  sent 
for  that  end ;  and  that  St.  Paul  had  added,  that 
Christ  had  sent  him  not  to  baptise,  but  to  preach; 
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he  made  it  an  iayariable  rule  to  preach  te  his 
people^  as  often  as  possible.  The  catechisn  and 
the  instruction  of  the  poor  he  never  considered  as 
beneath,  his  dignitj;  and  it  will  appear^  that  he 
often  performed  that  duty  in  public^  and  more  fre- 
quently in  his  Episcopal  palace.  Residence,  a 
matter  of  such  consequence  and  so  little  practised 
19  his  time^  appeared  to  him  too  necessary,  and 
too  much  recommended  to  Bishops  by  the  coun- 
cils to  admit  of  •  a  dispensation: ;  he  purposed 
therefore  never  to  leave  his  diioeesQ  without  an 
evident  necessity,  or  with(^t  very  powarful  rea- 
sons>  always  connected  with  the  utiHijy  of  the 
Church  and  <^  his  neighbour. 

•  .  -      _  ' 

It  does  not  appear  by  these  rcgulat^ns^  drawn 
up  for  his  own  conduct,  that  he  imposed  on  him- 
self any  extraordinary  austerities  or  rigours  of 
penance.  But  it  maj  be  observed,  that  an  csiact 
and  uniform  life^  always  engaged  in  duty^  and  al- 
ways intent  on  God  and  the  concerns  of  the 
faithful^  cannot  be  considered  but  as  a  life  of 
great  mortification.  Besides  it  is  known,  that  he 
wore  a  hair  shirt,  and  took  the  discipline;  but  he 
did  it  in  a  very  secret  manner,  as  he  was  naturallj 
averse  to  ostentation,  and  as  bis  station  did  not 
demand  those  exterior  rigours,  which  certainly 
do  not  constitute  the  merit  of  a  Bishop.     To 
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consider  things  in  a  proper  lights  sanctity  does 
not  consist  in  performing  extraordinary  niortifica* 
tions^  but  in  doings,  each  one  in  his  situation^ 
what  God  requires.  There  is  something  great  io 
dying  for  God;  but  it  is  perhaps  not  less  difficulty 
nor  less  great  to  know  how  to  live  for  Him. 

Francis  having  drawn  up  this  plan  of  conduct, 
by  the  advice  of  his  director^  followed  it  after- 
wards with  the  utmost  exactness ;  far  from  dimi- 
nishing ai^  of  the  observances^  he  even  added 
much^  which  he  had  not  at  first  undertaken ;  and 
it  is  to  this  fidelity  in  all  his  duties,  that  we  are  to 
ascribe  those  bright  examples  of  virtue  and  sanc- 
tity, which  will  appear  in  the  following  part  of 
this  history. 

However  as  the  day  of  his  consecration  was 
approaching,  he  b^an  to  feel  in  a  more  lively 
manner,  that  great  apprehension  and  alarm  which 
he  had  before  experienced,  on  seeing  himself  at  the 
point  of  being  elevated  to  that  rank  which  he  was 
now  about  to  assume.  It  appeared  to  him,  that 
he  had  not  made  sufficient  resistance,  and  that  he 
had  yielded  with  too  much  facility.  The  more  be 
examined  the  qualities,  wliich  are  necessary  to 
form  the  character  of  a  holy  Bishop,  the  more  he 
felt  his  deficiency ;  and  as  his  humility  shewed  him 
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only  his  defects^  be  considered  bimself  as  a  pilot, 
who  was  going  to  embark  on  a  boisterous  sea^  full 
of  rocks^  without  knowledge^  witboot  experience^ 
without  mast^  without  sails^  without  rudder^ 
totally  destitute  of  those  helps^  which  were  to  pre- 
serve him  from  shipwreck.  This  interiw  trouble 
proceeded  so  far^  that  be  opened  his  mind  on  the 
subject  to  the  Father  Fourrier^  who  was  bis  di- 
rector in  bis  retreat.  But  this  learned  religious, 
who  knew  the  Tiolenee,  which  he  bad  offered  to 
bimself  to  consent  to  bis  elevation,  who  saw  in 
bim  sucb  evident  marks  of  a  Divine  vocation,  and 
who  daily  admired  that  pure  virtue,  of  which  be 
alone  was  not  aware,  raised  bis  courage,  and 
with  much  difficulty  restored  the  calm  of  his  soul. 
Thus  Francis  invigorated  by  the  advice  of  him, 
whom  he  considered  as  the  interpreter  of  the  will 
of  God^  who  called  him  to  the  episcopal  station^ 
thought  only  of  dravraig  down  the  plenitude  of 
that  spirit^  wbteb  forms  the  true  character  of  a 
Bishop.  He  redoubled  his  fasts,  bis  austerities 
and  his  prayers ;  in  those  exercises  he  passed  days 
and  nights ;  or  if  be  ceased  to  speak  to  God  in 
prayer,  it  was  only  to  listen  to  Him  speaking  to 
man  in  the  holy  scriptures^ 

Nothing  could  draw  him  from  bis  retreat,  but 
the  arrival  of  Vespasian  Gribaldo,  Archbishop  of 
Vienne,  and  Metropolitan  of  Geneva,  accompa- 
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nied  by  the  Bishops  of  Damascus  and  St.  Pol-trois 
Chateaux,  >vhom  he  had  invited  to  perform  the 
ceremony  of  his  consecration.     He  went  himself 
to  receive  them.  But  it  appeared  on  this  occasion, 
that  whatever  deference  he  had  for  his  director, 
he  was  not  entirely  recovered   from  those  holy 
fears,   with  which  God  had  filled  him  on  viewing 
the  episcopal  station.     For  the  Archbishop  hav- 
ing told  him,  that  he  came  with  extraordinary 
joy  to  consecrate  him,  as  he  was  persuaded,  that 
he  should  give   a  holy  prelate  to  the  Church, 
Francis  replied,  that  he  had  too  good  an  opinion 
of  him ;  that  if  he  knew  him,  as  well  as  he  knew 
himself,  his  joy  would  be  changed  into  grief; 
that  if  God  had  heard  his  desires  and  his  pray- 
ers,   he   would  have  spared    him    the    trouble, 
which  he  had  taken;  and  that  he  conjured  him 
to  join  his  prayers  with   his  own,  to  obtain  of 
God,  that  his  consecratiou  might  not  be  the  effect 
of  his  secret  judgments,  which  sometimes  punish 
hidden  faults,   by  engagements  full  of  dangers, 
and  above  our  strength.     After  this  conversation, 
which  shewed  the  true  feelings  of  his  heart,  he 
begged  the  ^  Archbishop  and  Bishops  to   permit 
him  to  continue  his  retreat,  and  returned  to  his 
solitl^le. 
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